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Subjects covered in the 2004-2005 series, Here We Stand that will likely be covered in the series beginning August 9: Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, Roles in Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage, The Spiritual Gift of Tongues, Church Discipline,                    
The Sovereignty of God and the Responsibility of Man, Homosexuality, Biblical Masculinity and Femininity, and Abortion.                     
Some possible topics covered in addition to these in the series beginning August 9: Homosexual Marriage, End of Life Issues, 
Just War, The Reality of Hell, Racism, Evolution Versus a Literal Creation, The Environment, Suffering and the Sovereignty of 
God, The Relationship Between Church and State, The Christian and Self-Defense, Pornography, Helping the Poor, Religious 
Liberty, and Gambling.   
 
 
“Most people find the source of their moral authority in their religions, but I don’t. That’s because there would be multiple 
authorities, many of them in conflict and most of them biased. Speaking only for myself, I find the source of moral authority in 
the lessons of history�the principles that arise out of the mass of good choices, bad ones, and all the rest in between.” 
                                                                                                                                                                         �Marilyn Vos Savant 
 
If the Bible is our truth standard, the very Word of God, what would have to be true of it? 

1.   It would need to claim to be God’s Word. 

2.   It would be historically accurate and not be in disagreement with undisputed archeological findings.  

3.   This book should be without any scientific absurdities that would be a dead giveaway it had only human authorship. 

4.   If this book prophesied any future event and the time of that prophesy has now passed, you would expect that history would 
      record the events as happening just as it was prophesied. 

5.   If this book was really from God, you would expect it to be verifiable in the personal experiences of those who have followed 
      its commands and teachings.  
 
A Preview of Topics Covered in the Series, The Foundation on Which We Stand 

  1.   The Bible’s Own Claims 

  2.   The Bible’s History 

  3.   The Bible’s Accuracy Compared to Archeology 

  4.   The Bible’s Scientific Accuracy 

  5.   The Bible’s Prophesies 

  6.   The Bible’s Unity 

  7.   The Bible’s Perseverance 

  8.   The Teaching of Jesus About the Bible 

  9.   The Changed Lives of Believers 

10.   The Testimony of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
I.       What the Bible Claims about Itself 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

2 Peter 1:21 (NKJV) “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Psalms 33:6 (NKJV) “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His 
mouth.” 



1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV) “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word 
of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also 
effectively works in you who believe.” 

2 Peter 3:15-16 (NKJV) “15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation--as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in 
which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do 
also the rest of the Scriptures.” 

 
 
“The benefit of the doubt is to be given to the document itself, and not arrogated [to seize without rights] by the critic to 
himself.”                                                                                                                                                      �Aristotle’s Dictum  
 

“One must listen to the claims of the document under analysis, and not assume fraud or error unless the author 
disqualified himself by contradictions or known factual inaccuracies.”       A Restating of Aristotle’s Dictum�Josh McDowell 

 
 
 
 
II.      The History of the Bible  
 

A. The Bible’s Content  
 

Canon�An officially accepted list of books 
 
“Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is merely discovered by man.”                  �Josh McDowell 
 
1. The Old Testament  
 
 
2. The New Testament 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:27 (NKJV) “I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren.” 
 
In the 4th Century in two councils (Hippo in 393 AD and Carthage in 397 AD), the 27 books of the New Testament 
we have today were determined to make up the New Testament canon. 
 
Probable Questions Asked at the Councils:  1) Is it authoritative?  2) Is it prophetic (was it written by a man of 
God)?  3) Is it authentic?  4) Is it dynamic (does it come with the life-changing power of God)?  5) Was it received, 
collected, read, and used by the people of God? 

 
 
 
 

B. The Bible’s Manuscripts  
 

“There is more abundant and accurate manuscript evidence for the New Testament than for any other book from the 
ancient world. There are more manuscripts copied with greater accuracy and earlier dating than for any secular 
classic from antiquity.”                                                                                                                            �Norman Geisler 
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“THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH WE STAND” 
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   In 2004-2005 I did a series of messages entitled “Here We Stand”. The goal of that series was to equip 
the members of First Baptist Church to know and communicate what the Bible says concerning several 
key doctrines and moral / ethical issues. The good news is that we haven’t changed what we believe about 
any of these subjects. However, when it comes to moral / ethical issues, there are items today that our 
culture is dealing with that were hardly even heard of 11 years ago. In addition, on some of the ethical / 
moral issues that are still important there needs to be some updating of the illustrations and examples we 
used 11 years ago. Another piece of good news – really good news – is that while our culture is changing 
so fast it makes our heads swim, the Bible, our truth standard is unchanging.  
   In this message, I want to give you a preview of some of the doctrines and moral / ethical issues we will 
be covering in this series that has the same title as the one 11 years ago, “Here We Stand”. Our plan is to 
put these messages on the web site so they can be read by all who are interested. Also, we plan to put each 
of the topics in booklet form so members can pick them up and use them with family members, co-
workers, neighbors, or whoever may be struggling with doctrines or moral / ethical issues of truth. While 
I will be preparing and preaching these topics, they will be pre-read by the Elders who will have input into 
the final product. Thus we will be able to say to you that this is where the Elders of First Baptist Church 
stand on these doctrines and moral / ethical issues that we must confront in our culture. This series will 
officially begin on August 9 and will continue for several months with a few breaks to allow us to deal 
with other subjects.  
   Allow me to share some of the likely topics covered in this series, “Here We Stand”. This list is not in 
the order of importance or the order they will be presented. From the 2004 series we will declare where 
we stand on the following: “Baptism and the Lord’s Supper”, “Roles in Marriage”, “Divorce and 
Remarriage”, “The Spiritual Gift of Tongues” “Church Discipline”, “The Sovereignty of God and the 
Responsibility of Man”, “Homosexuality”, “Biblical Masculinity and Femininity”, “Abortion”. In 
addition to these topics covered in the series that began in 2004, we will likely deal with some of the 
following topics. Here we stand on: “Homosexual Marriage”, “Racism”, “End of Life Issues”, “Just 
War”, “The Reality of Hell”, “Evolution Versus Literal Creation”, “The Environment”, “Suffering and the 
Sovereignty of God”, “The Relationship Between Church and State”, “Pornography”, “Helping the Poor”, 
“Religious Liberty”, and “Gambling”. I am not saying that we will deal with all of those, nor am I saying 
that is a complete list. I am saying that this is a sampling of the type of topics we are going to deal with. I 
am getting tired just thinking about the hundreds of hours of preparation that goes into these and getting 
them ready for distribution; however I am excited about presenting them to you.  
   Since all of our responses to these issues and doctrines will be 100% from the Bible, I am laying the 
foundation with a four part series entitled “The Foundation on Which We Stand”. If we are basing our 
stand concerning virtually every issue of life on this book called the Bible, what is the evidence that it is 
totally trustworthy? Pray for me and pray for our Elders as we undertake this massive project that I am 
convinced is led by God. 
   Allow me to make this personal to you. What is your source of moral authority? To put it another way, 
what is your “truth standard”? How do you determine what is right or wrong and what is true or false? 
There used to be a column in the Parade Magazine in the Sunday paper called, “Ask Marilyn”. It was a 
question and answer format written by Marilyn vos Savant who is listed in “The Guinness Book of World 
Records” for the highest I. Q. In the column I read, a man asks her, “What do you think is the source of 
moral authority?” Here is her answer: “Most people find the source of their moral authority in their 
religions, but I don’t. That’s because there would be multiple authorities, many of them in conflict and 
most of them biased. Speaking only for myself, I find the source of moral authority in the lessons of 
history – the principles that arise out of the mass of good choices, bad ones, and all the rest in between” 
(March 10, 1996 P 8).  In spite of Ms. Savant’s I. Q. she makes some false assumptions and illogical 



statements. She assumes that the teachings of all religions are equally valid. A major premise of religious 
relativism is that all “holy books” are created equal. Also, when only lessons of history are our moral 
authority, how do we determine what is a “good” decision and what is a “bad” one? If I really want to 
know what is right and what is wrong, what is good and what is bad I need a truth source that is consistent 
and that transcends mortal man. Would not a word from the Creator of all things qualify? Yes, it would. 
That is exactly what we have in the Bible. It is a word from God that doesn’t change with the whims of 
the times or the fickleness of changing culture. But the question comes back, “If I am going to make the 
Bible my final authority and my ‘truth detector’, then am I certain it is trustworthy?”  
   Let me share another concern. Christianity is revelational. We can know some things about the 
existence and power of God from the creation (Romans 1). This is called “General Revelation”. However 
general revelation is limited. Most of what we know about God and all of what we know about His plans 
and purposes has to be revealed to us. This revelation is through his Word, the Bible. Again the ultimate 
question seems to be, “Can the Bible be trusted?” All of our hope, our faith, and our future depend on the 
trustworthiness of the Bible. If the Bible is just a human book filled with errors and cultural biases, then 
we are deceived and flying blind operating on “best guesses”. Let me hasten to give you a caution. The 
overwhelming majority of people who reject the Bible’s trustworthiness do not do so on intellectual 
grounds; it is on moral grounds. If they accept the Bible as the legitimate source of truth and the standard 
of morality, then their life and morals are in conflict with this source of truth. If I am not willing to deal 
with immorality, it is easier to just do away with the standard that shows me to be guilty.  
   As we begin this series, let me ask and answer a basic question that will set the format for our study. 
What would have to be true of a book that is said to be from God that would confirm its trustworthiness? I 
suggest that such a book would have to meet the following requirements:  
1.   It would need to claim to be God’s Word. 
It would need to be transmitted to us accurately so that we know that the copies we have are an accurate 
representation of what was originally said. 
2.   It would be historically accurate and not be in disagreement with undisputed archeological findings. A 
book that confuses dates and events and names could not be the “breathed out” Word of God. 
3.   This book should be without any scientific absurdities that would be a dead giveaway it had only 
human authorship. 
4.   If this book prophesied any future event and the time of that prophesy has now passed, you would 
expect that history would record the events as happening just as it was prophesied. 
5.   If this book was really from God, you would expect it to be verifiable in the personal experiences of 
those who have followed its commands and teachings.  
   Those expectations form the approach we are going to take in the examination of the trustworthiness of 
the Bible. Here is a preview of what we are going to look at over the next three weeks: 
1.   The Bible’s own claims 
2.   The Bible’s history 
3.   The Bible’s accuracy compared to archeology 
4.   The Bible’s scientific accuracy 
5.   The Bible’s prophesies 
6.   The Bible’s unity 
7.   The Bible’s perseverance 
8.   The teaching of Jesus about the Bible 
9.   The changed lives of believers 
10.  The testimony of the Holy Spirit 
   Think of the trustworthiness of the Bible as being a big couch with 10 strong legs. As we examine these 
10 “legs” we will see that we can confidently set down, lie down and rest on this couch because these 
strong legs will hold it up. In other words, this study is not just to answer the skeptic; it is to give even 
greater confidence to those who have rested their weight on the couch. 
I.       What the Bible Claims about Itself 



   The Bible claims to be the very word of God. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness”. The word “inspiration” doesn’t mean inspiration in the same way we would use it 
referring to one of Shakespeare’s plays. It doesn’t mean motivating, thrilling, or to be worthy of 
admiration; the Greek word literally means “to breathe out”. Verse 16 literally says that all Scripture is 
God breathed. Someone objects and says, “But the Bible was written by men – human beings just like you 
and me.” 2 Peter 1:21 (NKJV) tells us how they wrote, “for prophesy never came by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” That word “moved” means to be carried 
along as a storm would carry along a vessel. In other words the human writers were so directed by the 
Spirit of God that even though they used their own styles, the result was that the words they wrote were 
the very words of God, breathed out from Him through these holy men. These two verses are not by any 
means the only places where the Bible claims to be God’s Word. This concept of the Bible being the 
breath of God is found also in the Old Testament. Psalms 33:6 (NKJV) “By the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.” God breathed out (spoke) and 
the heavens were formed and God breathed out through Holy men of old and the result is the written word 
of God. There are hundreds of instances in the Old Testament that says, “The LORD said” or “The word 
of the LORD came to me saying”, or “Thus says the LORD”. The distinguishing characteristic of a true 
prophet is that he speaks the very word of God (Deuteronomy 18:18-20). That explains why the prophets 
often spoke in the first person when they delivered a message from God.  
   How about the New Testament? We’ll look later at what Jesus said about the Bible being the Word of 
God, but there are numerous other claims that the Bible (New Testament) is God’s Word. John claimed 
that the visions which make up the book of Revelation are the words of the Lord. Paul who wrote close to 
half of the books of the New Testament claimed that he received revelation from God and wrote what 
God told him to say. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV) “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, 
because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” Peter who 
was considered the leader of the apostles in the early church considered Paul’s writings to be Scripture. 2 
Peter 3:15-16 (NKJV) “15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation--as also our 
beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught 
and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” To 
summarize, Dr. Henry Morris said in just the Old Testament, there are 2,600 claims of inspiration. [Henry 
Morris, “Many Infallible Proofs” P166].  
   Suppose someone says, “The Bible is God’s word because it claims to be God’s word”, would that be 
evidence that it is trustworthy? The skeptics say “no, because that is circular reasoning”. Well, that 
statement may be logically suspect, but don’t dismiss it. While the Bible’s claim to be the very word of 
God is not proof that it is God’s word, it is one piece of evidence that it is God’s word. Most every 
literary critic would be familiar with Aristotle’s dictum which says, “The benefit of the doubt is to be 
given to the document itself, and not arrogated [to seize without rights] by the critic to himself.” [Josh 
McDowell, “A ready Defense”, P 51]. Here is a restating of Aristotle’s dictum that is a little easier to 
understand, “One must listen to the claims of the document under analysis, and not assume fraud or error 
unless the author disqualified himself by contradictions or known factual inaccuracies.” [McDowell, P51]. 
All of that is to say that the Bible’s own claims to be the very word of God are important. The couch 
doesn’t rest on that one leg, but it is a very important leg. Before I leave this point, let me caution you 
about what you say about the Bible. Because it so obviously and frequently claims to be the word of God 
(2,600 times in the Old Testament alone), one of the options we have is not, “Well the bible is not the 
word of God with absolute authority but it is a wonderful book.” That’s not an option. The Bible is either 
the very word of God as it claims or it is a forgery, a book intended to deceive. If it is a book intended to 
deceive, it is not a good book! Don’t fall into the trap the liberals have fallen into of saying, “It is not the 
word of God, but it is a helpful book for the church to follow.” NO! It is either fact or fraud! Imagine a 



biography about John F. Kennedy in which the author repeatedly says, “Kennedy told me …” Then 
suppose it was revealed that the author had never even met JFK. Of what value would that book be?   
 
II.      The History of the Bible 
   How did we get the Bible? How do we know that all the books included are inspired and how do we 
know that some inspired books didn’t get left out? In addition, how do we know that throughout history 
the manuscripts we have are accurate and have not been corrupted? Those are good and legitimate 
questions. 
A.   The Bible’s Content 
   How did we end up with the books we have in the Bible? The Bible is a collection of 66 books written 
over a period of about 1500 years. One of the words you will hear that refers to these 66 books is the 
“canon”. That word means an officially accepted list of books. This next statement is vitally important. 
The church did NOT create the canon. The church recognized the books that were inspired from their 
inception. They were inspired from the beginning and the function of the councils was to recognize what 
was inspired. Someone put it this way, “Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is 
merely discovered by man.” [McDowell P38]. 
1.   The Old Testament 
   Jesus and the New Testament writers had the same Old Testament we have. Some of the books were 
combined and they weren’t in the same arrangement but it was the same content. The Jews agreed that the 
canon of the Old Testament closed about 400 BC with the prophesy of Malachi. There was a council that 
met in Jamnia in AD 95 but they only ratified what the Jews had accepted as the canon for about 500 
years.  
2.   The New Testament 
   Jesus commissioned the disciples to pass on the truth He had taught them (John 14:25-26). Most of the 
New Testament books were written during the last half of the first century. Some were written to 
individuals, some to a wider audience (like 1 Peter), but most were written to local churches.  Since there 
was a large distance barrier, all the believers didn’t have all the books for quite some time. As long as the 
apostles were alive, things could be checked out through them. They were eye-witnesses. Even before all 
the books were written the churches recognized the books that were authoritative. The authoritative books 
began to be circulated among the churches. In 1 Thessalonians 5:27 (NKJV) Paul admonished the 
Christians, “I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren.”  By the end of the 
first century all 27 books of the New Testament in our present canon were written and received by the 
churches. One of the reasons we know this is that in the generation following the apostles, every book of 
the New Testament was quoted by one of church Fathers as authoritative. In the 4th Century in two 
councils (Hippo in 393 AD and Carthage in 397 AD) the 27 books of the New Testament we have today 
were determined to make up the New Testament canon.  In those councils there were probably 5 questions 
asked of the potential books [McDowell P39]: 1) Is it authoritative? 2) Is it prophetic (was it written by a 
man of God)? 3) Is it authentic? 4) Is it dynamic (does it come with the life-changing power of God)? 5) 
Was it received, collected, read, and used by the people of God? Again, to repeat what I said earlier, the 
councils did not determine what was inspired, they recognized what was inspired. 
B.   The Bible’s Manuscripts 
   How do we know that the Bible that we have in our hands has come down all these years to us with 
accuracy? The original manuscripts are no longer in existence. What we are going to look at next week is 
evidence that what we have has been accurately preserved. Norman Geisler, a well known apologist 
summarized it like this, “There is more abundant and accurate manuscript evidence for the new Testament 
than for any other book from the ancient world. There are more manuscripts copied with greater accuracy 
and earlier dating than for any secular classic from antiquity” [Norman Geisler, “Christian Apologetics” 
P. 306] 
 

CONCLUSION 



   The bottom line is that you can trust the Bible. It is the Word of God. It is not a history book, but when 
it speaks to history it is accurate. It is not a science book, but when it speaks to matters of science it is 
accurate. The God who inspired the Bible also preserved it and protected its accuracy. This is a treasure. It 
is the Word of God! 


