
Mt. 19:3-9 (WCF 24:1)  “What God Has Joined Together”

For the Children: Imagine if your dad made furniture as a hobby.  One day, you decide to pull apart some of the items 
of furniture he has made.  No doubt, your dad will be quite angry when he finds out!  Today, there are many people 
trying to destroy marriage and the family.  Many families break up as a result.  This is an attack on our heavenly Father, 
Who joined these families together.   We must try to learn how He wants us to live as families, so we can show others 
how God made men and women to live from the beginning.  Questions: How did the Pharisees try to trap the Lord 
Jesus?   How did the Lord Jesus answer them?  What did God teach us about marriage in Gen.1-2?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: An Ethical Test
• Two Schools of Thought: There were 2 main schools of thought on Dt. 24:1f.  The stricter one allowed divorce 

only in the case of immorality; the more liberal one allowed a man to divorce his wife for just about anything – 
usually because he wanted to marry someone else.  These rules favoured the men – an injustice corrected by 
Mk. 10:11-12

• The Pharisees’ Trap: The Pharisees effectively asked the Lord to interpret Dt. 24:1f.  Perhaps they hoped He 
would upset one school or the other, or fall into inconsistency or compromise.  Since this occurred in Herod’s 
area, perhaps they even hoped the Lord would anger the adulterous king who had divorced his first wife 
unlawfully

• The Lord Escapes the Trap: The Lord avoids the trap by focusing instead on the positive purpose of God for 
marriage, as shown in the beginning.  He implies that both schools are at fault for focusing more on divorce-
legislation

Second Point: The Real Issue
• Mosaic Regulation or Creation Ordinance?: The Pharisees had twisted Dt. 24:1f, to make it into a command re 

divorce.  It was actually simply a regulating of an existing practice that came about because of sin – due to the 
hardness of man’s heart.  The Lord is more interested in the Creation ordinance of marriage that lies behind the 
Biblical view of divorce.  This is a matter of God’s purpose, not mere social convention

• Male and Female: For God made man male and female from the beginning (Gen. 1:27) – from the start, He 
gave them a gender-identity that would suit them for the marriage union, even before He gave them to each 
other

• Leaving, Cleaving and One Flesh: Vss. 5-6 reflect on Gen. 2;24.  There, the marriage ordinance – the 
command to “leave, cleave and become one flesh” – was given because God had made them male and female. 
“Leaving” and “becoming one flesh” shows that the relationship is unique, closer than a parent/child 
relationship; “cleaving” shows it is to be life-long.  Since God has “yoked” husband and wife together, no one 
is at liberty to separate them

Third Point: Some Ethical Implications
• Just One Man, Just One Woman: Gen. 1:27, 2:24 show that marriage must be between just one man and just 

one woman, at one time.  See WCF 24:1.  This rules out same-sex marriage, polygamy and many other similar 
practices

• Striving to Stay Together: Trying to separate what God has joined – for example, by adultery or unlawful 
divorce - is an attack upon Him.   It is also an attack upon the covenant (Prov. 2:17, Mal. 2:10-16) and the 
Christ/Church relationship (Eph. 5:22-33), of which marriage is an illustration

• Avoiding the Risk of Adultery: V. 9 shows that unlawful divorce puts both parties at risk of adultery if they re-
marry.  Some Reformed folk believe that re-marriage is not an option with any divorce.  WCF 24:5 indicates 
that there are cases where re-marriage is allowed

Conclusion:


