
Mk. 6:14-29  “The King’s Conscience”

For the Children: Many people feel sorry when they do something bad.  No doubt you do, too.  But it is not enough to 
feel guilty about your sins.  The only way to have your sins forgiven is to ask God to forgive you for Jesus’ sake.  To do 
that, you must believe in the Lord Jesus, as God and man, Lord and Saviour.  You must love Him from the heart and 
seek to serve Him for the rest of your life.  Questions: What was wrong with Herod’s sorrow over his sins?   How do 
you react when someone points out your sins to you?  How come the Bible says kings will bow before the Lord Jesus, 
but many have not done so?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The King’s Reaction to John the Baptist
• A Shocking Scandal: Herod had divorced his first wife; and his half-brother, Philip, had been divorced by 

Herodias.  The marriage of Herod and Herodias was thus both adultery and incest (Lev. 18:16, 20:21) – as John 
draws to their attention in v. 18.  The general public was outraged by the Herods’ behaviour

• The King Refused to Bow: John kept reminding Herod he had acted unlawfully (v. 32).  Instead of listening, 
Herod arrested, then killed the fearless prophet.  The Lord Jesus also criticized Herod (Lk. 13;32).  He would 
face mockery from the king, not honour (Lk. 23:8-12)

• The Vengeful Women: Herodias kept asking Herod to kill John.  But Herod initially only arrested John.  He 
liked to listen to him.  He was also afraid of him – because he knew John was righteous and holy; and perhaps 
because he feared an uprising if he harmed the popular prophet.  But an opportunity came when Herod called 
all the important men to his birthday party.  Salome danced – probably provocatively – Herod vowed to give 
her a generous reward of her choosing.  Herodias persuaded Salome to ask for John’s head.  The wicked girl 
needed little persuasion, even making a joke of it

• A Seared Conscience: Herod evidently still had a conscience – as shown by his fear of John, his protection of 
him, his interest in hearing him.  He was “very sorry” when he was tricked into killing him (v. 26).  His 
conscience also told him that an oath had to be kept.  But still he did not reject his bad vow and ask for God’s 
forgiveness.  Conscience alone will not lead a man to God: we need the work of Word and Spirit to convict us 
of sin and lead us to receive Christ

• The Forerunner Removed: In His Providence, God used this to remove the Forerunner – John had to decrease 
that Christ might increase (Jn. 3:30)

Second Point: The King’s Reaction to the Lord Jesus
• Mistaken Identity: The “decrease” of John by his death is the background to the evaluation of Christ by the 

people and Herod – the main point of the account.  The people were hard-hearted.  They could not evaluate the 
Lord correctly.  They speculate that He must be John the Baptist risen from the grave; or Elijah or some other 
OT prophet.  See Dt. 18:15, Mal. 3:1f, 4:5-6, which gave some credence to these theories.  They preferred the 
idea of the reincarnation of men, to the truth of Christ as God and man 

• A Troubled Conscience: These rumours further troubled Herod’s guilty conscience.  The superstitious king 
kept saying “John, whom I beheaded, has risen.”  Perhaps he feared God’s retribution.  Assent to the idea of 
resurrection will not, by itself, lead a sinner to God either.  Forgiveness only comes by turning to Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour, with a whole-hearted commitment

• A Wasted Opportunity: The Lord allowed Herod further time to repent, after hearing about the works of Jesus. 
Herod did not repent.  He tried to kill Jesus (Lk. 13:32), then later mocked Him after His arrest (Lk. 23:8-12). 
He showed the same pattern as with John: interest and loathing.  The account of Herod’s reaction is therefore 
part of the account in ch. 6 of the Messiah’s rejection.  See also Mk. 9:12-13

• The King Will Bow: We see a king who would NOT bow, though the OT foretold that the rulers of the nations 
should and would bow before Him (Pss. 2:12, 72:11, Is. 49:7).  But first He had to suffer – also from the 
leaders of Israel; when He returns, they will all bow – one way or another


