
Q & A

“…then shall I have an answer for him who taunts me, 
for I trust in the Word”

Psalm 119:42 (ESV)



WHAT ARE ELDERS & DEACONS? 
AND WHAT ARE THEY SUPPOSED TO 
DO?



What are Elders and Deacons? And what are they supposed to 
do?

� Elders (or bishops/overseers) are in place to guide the local assembly.

� Elders are appointed by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28). They are not appointed by 
“running for office” or by being “voted in”.

� Their responsibility is local (Acts 14:23)

� They are called to be servants of the local assembly not “lords” over it.

� Elders are responsible to:
� Shepherd the local assembly (1 Peter 5:2-3) – to care for the needs of the flock

� Watch over the assembly (Hebrews 13:17) – Through prayer they guard the flock

� Lead & Govern the assembly (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)

� Be Stewards of the assembly (Hebrews 13:17) – They must give an account

� Elders are to be recognised by the believers. We must know them (1 Thess 5:12), esteem 
them (1 Thess 5:13), honour them (1 Tim 5:17), trust them (1 Tim 5:19), obey them (Hebrews 13:17), 
remember them (Hebrews 13:7), greet them (Hebrews 13:24)



What are Elders and Deacons? And what are they supposed to 
do?

� Whilst elders are called to guide, deacons are called to serve the local assembly.

� Deacons are called to serve the Lord through their service to others in the 
assembly.

� Deacons may occupy a temporary or permanent role

� Younger men are often called to serve (Acts 19:22)

� Women can also be deaconesses (Romans 16:1)

� They are divinely appointed through those whom they serve.

� Their natural abilities and skills can be used for the spiritual benefit of the assembly 
but this is only by the grace of God.

� Romans 12:6-8 tells us that they can serve in either a:
� Spiritual Sphere – Exercising their gift

� Material Sphere – Exercising their skill and/or gift



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE IN 
FELLOWSHIP WITH A LOCAL GROUP 
OF BELIEVERS, AN ASSEMBLY?



What does it mean to be in fellowship with a local group of 
believers, an Assembly?

� The doctrine of Christian Fellowship is basedbasedbasedbased on a common interest in the Person 
and Work of The Lord Jesus.

� It has no place for racial, social, cultural segregation.

� Inclusion into fellowship is based on being set apart for Christ (1 Cor 1:2).

� Fellowship is eternal but its enjoyment is based upon the spiritual condition of the 
believer.

� Fellowship with God is when we progressively become “like” Him (2 Pet. 1:3-4)

� Fellowship with the Saints includes being partakers of a common:
� Salvation (Phil 1:7)
� Service (Phil 1:5)
� spirit (Phil 2:1)
� Suffering (Phil 3:10)

� The Lord’s Table is often taken as the pinnacle of fellowship, but it does not (neither 
does baptism) create the fellowship but rather are the expression of fellowship.



WHY DO THE ELDERS HAVE TO SIT 
WITH ME BEFORE I AM ALLOWED TO 
BREAK BREAD?



Why do the elders have to sit with me before I am allowed to 
Break bread?

� People often refer to this as being “received” into fellowship.

� To receive someone into fellowship can only mean acknowledging that they already 
have fellowship with God.

� God must receive the individual first Romans 14:3

� Reception into an assembly is in the Name of Christ; on the basis that the individual 
belongs to Christ Romans 15:7

� Note that there are “strong” and “weak” Christians Romans 15:1 & 14.

� The strong must support and receive those that are weak.

� Weakness:
� Is not Sin; sinful behaviour, thoughts must be dealt with.

� Is one who has thoughts with regards to matters of no real importance (Romans 14:1). They could 
be “legalistic” or they could be “loose” in their thinking.



Why do the elders have to sit with me before I am allowed to 
Break bread? (Cont)

� Unity in doctrines and basic Biblical foundation truths are not negotiable and are 
straying from them is a serious error (False Teaching).

� Those that are weak must be received into fellowship and patiently taught (Romans 
15:4-6)

� Believers are received into fellowship:
� New Coverts 

� Added to those that were saved (Acts 2:41)

� Added to the church (Acts 2:47)

� Both men and women (Acts 5:14)

� Existing Believers

� Letter of Commendation

� Scriptural Examples (2 Cor. 3:1-2 & Acts 18:27 & 16:1)

� Not needed when they are known (Acts 21:17)

� Personal Introduction (Acts 9:27)

� Satisfactory Evidence


