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Faithfulness

Galatians 5:22-23

Prayer:  Father, we do again thank you, praise you for your grace, 

for your goodness, for your mercy.  We just thank y ou, Lord, that 

we can gather again each week and offer up to you c orporate prayer, 

corporate praise, and that we can sit and open up y our book and 

learn from you.  So Father, I pray as we again open  up your word, 

as we look into the fruits of the Spirit that your Holy Spirit 

would be here, that you'd be guiding us, that you'd  be opening our 

eyes and our ears and our hearts that you'd be givi ng us lessons of 

permanent value.  We pray this in Jesus' name.  Ame n.   

Galatians 5:22 and 23  says this:  But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fai thfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there  is no law.   

Now, as most of you know, we've been spending the l ast few weeks 

looking at the fruit of the Spirit, and so far we h ave covered five 

of them.  We've seen that joy is the sense of conte ntment knowing 

that God is a good God and that God is ultimately i n control.  



We've seen that the peace of God is really peace wi th God.  We've 

looked at patience and seen that the key to patienc e is not really 

circumstance but the attitudes that we cultivate in  reaction to 

circumstance.  So we've looked at patience, and aga in we saw that 

patience flows from consciously cultivating a knowl edge, as the 

psalmist says, that my times are in his hands.   And the last time 

out we were looking at kindness and goodness, and a gain, we saw 

that goodness is really a reflection of God-ness an d that none of 

us possess the goodness that God demands which is a ctually flawless 

perfection.  In essence the fruit of the Spirit goo dness that flows 

out of us only begins to grow as we turn towards Go d and not 

ourselves as the source of that goodness.  We also saw that if 

goodness is attitude -- we talked about goodness an d kindness -- 

well, if goodness is attitude, kindness is action.  When goodness 

is what is inside you, kindness is how you express it.  Goodness is 

God; kindness is Jesus Christ.  That is, Jesus Chri st is the 

literal expression of the goodness that is God.  An d so that's what 

we've been looking out so far in terms of the fruit .  We also 

reiterated the crucial point, that the fruit of the  Spirit is not a 

product but rather a by-product of a relationship w ith Jesus 

Christ.  That is, you don't get fruitfulness by pur suing 

fruitfulness.  You get it by pursuing God.  We said  the fruit of 

the Spirit is what grows within you when you begin to draw near to 

God, and it grows just like fruit grows.  It grows by the natural 



outflow of the life of the Holy Spirit flowing thro ugh you.  

Now this morning I want to look at the sixth of the se nine fruits, 

and that is the fruit of faithfulness.  Of course t he most 

important distinction we have to make right off the  bat is the 

difference between faith and faithfulness.  And you  know what that 

difference is is this:  Faith is a gift from God.  Ephesians 2:8:  

For by grace you've been saved through faith.  And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of w orks, so that no 

one may boast.   So faith is a gift from God.  Faithfulness is a 

fruit of the Spirit that begins to grow only when f aith is first 

received. 

Now this morning I want to ask the same three quest ions of this 

fruit that we've been asking of all the other fruit s, and that is 

what is it, how do I get it, how do I grow it and k eep it?  But 

there is so much to faithfulness that we're really only going to 

get to the first question in this message.  We will  have to take 

another message to answer the other two.  So the fi rst question is 

this:  What is faithfulness?  Well, faithfulness as  a fruit of the 

Spirit is the ability to trust God like Jesus trust ed God.  It's 

the ability to see like the Master sees, to think l ike the Master 

thinks, and to understand this world just like the Master did.  And 

to understand that, let's first look to a parable a bout 



faithfulness that Jesus told, and he told this in Matthew 25:14-30 .  

This is what Jesus said.  He said:  "For it will be like a man 

going on a journey, who called his servants and ent rusted to them 

his property.  To one he gave five talents, to anot her two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability.  The n he went away.  

He who had received the five talents went at once a nd traded with 

them, and he made five talents more.  So also he wh o had the two 

talents made two talents more.  But he who had rece ived the one 

talent went and dug in the ground and hid his maste r's money.  Now 

after a long time the master of those servants came  and settled 

accounts with them.  And he who had received the fi ve talents came 

forward bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master , you delivered 

to me five talents; here I have made five talents m ore.'  His 

master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful s ervant.  You 

have been faithful over a little; I will set you ov er much.  Enter 

into the joy of your master.'  And he also who had the two talents 

came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; 

here I have made two talents more.'  His master sai d to him, 'Well 

done, good and faithful servant.  You have been fai thful over a 

little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the j oy of your 

master.'  He also who had received the one talent c ame forward 

saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reapi ng where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed,  so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the groun d.  Here you 



have what is yours.'  But his master answered him, 'You wicked and 

slothful servant!  You knew that I reap where I hav e not sown and 

gather where I scattered no seed?  Then you ought t o have invested 

my money with the bankers, and at my coming I shoul d have received 

what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him and 

give it to him who has the ten talents.  For to eve ryone who has 

will more be given, and he will have an abundance.  But from the 

one who has not, even what he has will be taken awa y.  And cast 

that worthless servant into the outer darkness.  In  that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'"   

Do you see what Jesus is on about in this story?  I f you get what 

he's getting at, then you understand faithfulness.  And if you 

truly get what Jesus is getting at, it can literall y revolutionize 

your Christian walk, because faithfulness is the gr eat equalizer.  

It enables God to judge each of us by one criterion  that doesn't 

care how gifted you are or are not.  And there's a huge difference 

in what the world and what God both judge as succes s, and we can 

see that in God's response to these servants.  You know, the two 

talent servant was given two talents and he earned two talents 

more, a total of four.  Now the five talent servant  is given five 

talents and he earns five talents more which is a t otal of ten.  

And so we see the five talent servant, he earns two  and a half 

times what the two talent servant earned.  And agai n in earthly 



terms he had two and a half times the success.  But  the exact same 

reward is given to both.  Why is that?  Well, it's because God's 

criterion for success is not results.  It 's faithfu lness.  You see, 

both servants hear the exact same thing.  Verse 21:  "His master 

said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant.   You've been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the 

joy of your master.'"   

We need to unpack this a little bit to see just how  revolutionary 

Jesus' words are here.  It's because of this:  Jesu s' standard for 

success looks only at you, and all it wants to know  is how faithful 

have you been with what God has given to you?  Jame s Dobson once 

said that children are born possessing in some meas ure the two 

things that our culture regards as critical to succ ess.  You either 

have the gold coin of good looks or you have the si lver coin of 

intelligence.  And if you don't cut it with either of those coins, 

you can hardly even imagine being successful in our  culture.  Well, 

Jesus is telling us in this story there's a differe nt coin, and 

it's a coin that trumps all of the others, and that  coin is called 

faithfulness.  And the good news is that faithfulne ss cuts across 

every single measure of success.  The good news is that in the 

kingdom of God, there's no such thing as little peo ple because 

everyone, big or little, is going to be judged on t heir 

faithfulness.  I mean, you may have very little of the gold coin or 



the silver coin but you can have the exact same cap acity as anyone 

else to spend the only coin that really matters to God, and that's 

the coin of faithfulness.  It doesn't matter if you 're Queen Esther 

or Queen Esther's cleaning lady.  It doesn't matter  if you're John 

the Baptist or John the deacon, the apostle Paul or  Paul the 

janitor.  The bottom line for every one of us is th at we will be 

judged on one basis and one basis alone, and that's  what we do with 

the resources that we've been given.  

Now Jesus tells the two faithful servants:  "You've been faithful 

over a little.  I will set you over much."   Paul tells us in       

2 Corinthians 5:10:  For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what  is due us for 

the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.   The five 

talent servant and the two talent servants faithful ly used their 

master's resources and that was good.  The one tale nt servant 

wickedly misused his master's resources by burying them in the 

ground, and that was bad.  You know, some folks loo k at this story 

and they conclude, well, okay, I think I get it, it 's about 

performance, it's about what we do.  The five talen t and the two 

talent servants, they performed well and they were rewarded and the 

one talent, he performed poorly, and he was cast ou t.  But that's 

not what the story is about at all.  You see, the d ifference 

between the faithful servants and the unfaithful se rvant was that 



the faithful ones, they saw and they thought and th ey understood 

their role as servants because they were part of th e kingdom.  The 

unfaithful servant was not.  You see, faithfulness is not about 

performance or non performance.  It 's all about att itude.  The 

unfaithful servant wasn't cast into darkness becaus e his 

performance did or did not fail.  He was cast into darkness because 

his performance meant nothing to him.  It's incredi bly important to 

see that distinction.  You see, Christians are new creatures who 

have God himself living inside them and that change s drastically 

how they see, how they think, and how they understa nd the world 

around them.  We look at the unfaithful servant and  we realize he 

was not in the kingdom, he did not have God living within him, and 

he had none of those changes, so he thought only ab out himself.  

You see how this works?  Faithfulness is what grows  inside you only 

when you have the gift of faith in the first place.   And when you 

have that gift, you want to glorify God because now  he lives inside 

you.  

You see what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31 , he says:  So, 

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it  all for the 

glory of God.  And he's saying that because God sees right through  

whatever we do to his knowledge of our faithfulness  to the gifts 

that he's given to us.  You see, faithfulness, your  faithfulness, 

my faithfulness, well, that's something that's know n by only two 



people in the world, in the universe.  The only two  people who know 

if you are faithful is God and you.  I mean, you an d I have this 

limitless capacity to fake it and kid ourselves, bu t God sees right 

into our hearts.  You know, if I give you a half-he arted effort, 

how are you to know?  You know, if God's given me f ive talents and 

I can wow you with a two talent performance, there are only two 

beings who will ever, ever know that.  One of them is God, one of 

them is me.  You know, as Lincoln put it, you can f ool all of the 

people some of the time and some of the people all the time, but 

you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.  And the time 

will come when the Master's going to return to sett le accounts and 

nobody's going to fool him.  And his criterion will  not be how 

impressive I was, how holy I looked, or how success ful I was.  The 

one question the Master's going to ask and it' l l sa y it all is how 

faithful were you with the talents that I gave you.   I mean, the 

heart of that question is not results, it 's faithfu lness.  The 

problem is we tend to favor results.  We think God awards great 

achievers.  Billy Graham is a great achiever, there fore he's 

significant.  What about Billy Smith?  Who's Billy Smith?  He's the 

little guy who faithfully exercises his talents no matter how 

humble.  You see the problem is Billy Graham and Bi lly Smith both 

stand equally before God accountable for their achi evements, 

accountable for their faithfulness in those achieve ments, and only 

God knows and only Billy knows how faithful Billy G raham is.  



Consider, if he led a million people to Christ and God gifted him 

to lead 10 million, then he's been a miserable fail ure.  I doubt 

that's the case, but only God knows how faithful Bi lly Graham or 

you or I have been.  Only God is able to evaluate o ur intentions 

along with our results, and he's the one who knows the difference 

between faithful and unfaithful servants.  You see,  God sees and he 

knows and he understands that results are not the c riterion of 

success but faithfulness is, and here's the critica l point.  Every 

one of us, including every one of us here at Grace,  will have to 

answer the question of our own faithfulness regardl ess where our 

talent lays, whether it's making coffee or teaching  Sunday school 

or standing behind a pulpit.  Whatever you do in ev ery area of your 

life, whether it 's in church, at school, at work, o r at home, it's 

going to be evaluated not in terms of results but i n terms of 

faithfulness to what you've been entrusted with.  A nd it doesn't 

matter how modest your gifts are.  The Master's goi ng to expect a 

return.  If you've been given more, he's going to e xpect more.  

Luke 12:48:  "From everyone who has been given much , much will be 

demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted w ith much, much 

more will be asked."   You see, the good news in that?  The good 

news is this makes the playing field completely lev el for everyone, 

from presidents to paupers.  You see, it doesn't re ally matter how 

many talents you've been given, five, two, or one.  What matters is 



what you do with what you've been given.  1 Corinthians 4:  Now it 

is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 

faithful.   The master gave each servant talents, to each acc ording 

to his ability, and then he judged the faithfulness  of that 

ability.  

Now here's the bad news for some, perhaps the bad n ews for many.  

The bad news is that having a modest level of gifti ng does not 

excuse you from being faithful.  Now this parable p aints a very 

frightening picture but it's not where you might th ink.  It's not 

on the president end, it 's more on the pauper end.  Let's take for 

a moment a look at the one talent servant.  You kno w, he got only 

one-fifth of the five talent servant, he got only o ne-half of the 

two talent servant, so we can safely say that he wa s modestly 

gifted.  Perhaps he received the level of talents t hat God gives to 

most everyone, not exceptionally high, not exceptio nally low, just 

what an average person could expect to receive.  Bu t figuratively 

and literally he decides to bury his talent.  He di dn't lose it, he 

didn't spend it, he didn't steal it, he just made i t unavailable 

for the Master's use.  Now he wanted to play it saf e.  He knew his 

master was a hard and demanding man who appointed t he talents and 

then went away for a long time, and when he returne d, he knew he 

was there to settle accounts.  The one talent serva nt thinks he's 

taking the safest course, but in the end, it winds up being 



disastrous.  The master refers to him as a wicked, lazy servant.  

You say why?  He didn't steal or squander the talen t, he just 

buried it.  He tells his Master:  "So I was afraid, and I went and 

I hid your talent in the ground.  Here you have wha t is yours."   

Again, his master is furious and again we ask well,  why?  Well, the 

master gave each servant different talents, not so they could hoard 

them but so they could grow them.  You know, the fa ithful servants, 

they understand that.  The unfaithful servant start s making up his 

own rules.  He thought all he needed to say was, "H ey, here's your 

money back" and his master would have to be satisfi ed.  He never 

even factored in the opportunity cost or what his m aster would lose 

by having his talent buried in the ground instead o f working for 

him.  And then there's something we call inflation.   You know, if I 

gave you a thousand dollars cash and I came back in  20 years and 

you dug up a lock box and you handed me that very s ame thousand 

dollars that you had just dug up, it 's not worth th e same as it was 

when I gave it to you.  I mean, depending on inflat ion, it 's got to 

be far less than it was worth than when you first g ot it.  And in 

fact, the master says this in verse 26, he says, "You wicked and 

slothful servant!  You knew that I reap where I hav e not sown and 

gather where I scattered no seed?  Then you ought t o have invested 

my money with the bankers, and at my coming I shoul d have received 

what was my own with interest."   The master's perfectly capable of 

digging a hole in the ground and putting the money in it, and 



that's clearly not what he wanted in his servant.  See, the 

unfaithful servant thought he was risking nothing b ut he wound up 

losing everything because he defined faithfulness b y his own 

vision.  He defined it on his terms and not on the master's.  He 

refused to see outside of his line of vision.  And you see, the 

faithful servant sees the world not through his own  eyes, he sees 

the world through the eyes of his Master.  And it g oes back to the 

nature of faithfulness in the first place.  I mean,  what does it 

mean to be called by God a faithful servant?  I mea n, is it the 

same as being called a faithful friend or a faithfu l employee or a 

faithful spouse?  Well, the answer's no.  The faith fulness that God 

speaks of here is very, very different than those o thers.  And the 

key difference between being a faithful servant of God and being a 

faithful anything else is that everything else is r ooted in the 

physical, tangible world.  You see, it 's far simple r for friends 

and employees and spouses to be faithful when the o bject of that 

faithfulness has flesh and blood and vocal cords an d cell phones.  

I mean, it's far easier exercising faithfulness to those we are 

accountable to in the here and now as opposed to th ose who we are 

ultimately accountable in the there and later.  A f aithful friend 

answers to that friend, a faithful employee answers  to his boss, a 

faithful spouse answers to his or her spouse.  A fa ithful servant, 

however, answers to a boss who no one sees but him.   According to 

Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:18, he says:  So we fix our eyes not on 



what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.   That's our marching 

orders.  The problem is the temporary world shouts and screams out 

its demands and the internal world, it whispers the m.  Somehow, in 

spite of the repeated times that God tells us so, w e insist on 

seeing this temporary world as the real one, the su bstantive one, 

and God's eternal kingdom is somewhere out there be tween a 

retirement village and Disneyland. 

For example, which of these commands in your mind h as more impact?  

Let me first give a Sunday command.  This is a Sund ay command.  

This is Hebrews 10:24:  Let us consider how we may spur one  another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meetin g together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one  another -- and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching.   That's a Sunday 

command.  Now let me give you a Monday command, sim ple one:  Let me 

have that report on my desk by 2:00 o'clock Monday afternoon.  

Okay?  You see a difference between these two comma nds?  A Sunday 

command differs from a Monday command in two areas.   It differs in 

the urgency and the severity of the consequences.  Violate the 

Monday command and the consequences are going to be  immediate and 

they might be very severe.  You're certainly going to get chewed 

out.  You might get fired.  Violate the Sunday comm and and the 

consequences have no urgency.  You're not going to get a phone call 



from God that you missed church, and they have no a pparent 

severity.  In fact, often times the consequences ap pear 

nonexistent.  I mean, we don't feel their effect im mediately.  The 

scary thing is that the one command that seems so p owerfully real 

is the Monday command which is from the temporary w orld and is 

ultimately absolutely meaningless.  And the one com mand that seems 

so inconsequential is the one from the eternal worl d that is unseen 

and has eternal consequences.  Well, the faithful s ervant is 

someone who sees those distinctions clearly, and th at is precisely 

why he is faithful.  It's the ability to see exactl y the way the 

Master sees.  See, faithfulness is really a matter of vision.  It 's 

a matter of fixing your eyes on the eternal instead  of the 

temporary.  Again:  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, bu t what is unseen 

is eternal.   This is the determining factor in whether your wh ole 

Christian walk is going to be a success or a failur e.  

You see, we evangelicals like the rest of the world , we worship 

success.  God says there's only one measure of succ ess, and that 

measure is your faithfulness.  Like I said, it 's th e great 

equalizer.  It 's the one criterion that puts us all  in a level 

playing field.  And we tend to look around to the l eft or to the 

right to see how we're doing.  We judge each other by our peers. 

And some of that is good.  Hebrews 10 says we encou rage one another 



that way.  It 's one of the purposes of Christian fe llowship.  But 

judging by our peers is not at all the way God eval uates us.  God 

has one criterion to evaluate everything we do and that criterion 

is absolutely unique for every one of us.  When the  master comes 

back from his long journey and demands an accountin g, God's going 

to ask:  Have you been faithful with what you've be en given?  Have 

you faithfully used the resources I have placed in your hands to 

advance my kingdom?  God's not going to ask you if you've been 

successful.  He's going to ask if you've been faith ful.  See, 

there's a beauty and a responsibility to that crite rion that 

touches every believer regardless of his position i n the body.  It 

means there's no such thing as big shots or little shots in God's 

kingdom, because both big shots and little people a re measured not 

by results or success but by faithfulness.  And sin ce we're 

measured by our faithfulness to the gifts we've bee n given, then 

the least in the kingdom is on the exact same footi ng as the 

greatest, 'cause the standard again is:  What are y our resources 

and what have you done with them?  You know, under this criterion, 

a semi literate pauper passing out tracts may be a spectacular 

success and a gifted pastor with a huge following m ay be a dismal 

failure.  Again, 'cause the question's not what did  you do but the 

question is how faithful were you.  And like I say,  a faithful 

servant is someone who sees and thinks and understa nds that he is 

here for the master's purpose and not his own.  So who is a 



faithful employee?  It's the guy who sees like his boss sees.  

Well, here's the big question.  What does the boss see?  I think 

Jesus made it pretty clear in John 15:8, he said this, he said: 

 "This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much f ruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples."   You see, a faithful servant sees 

that.  John 15:16:  You did not choose me, but I chose you  and 

appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit - - fruit that 

will last.   

See, Jesus Christ is the master, he appoints us to go and bear 

fruit, he gives to us for that task, he goes away o n a long 

journey, he comes back and he demands an accounting .  I don't think 

any of this is spiritual rocket science.  I mean, i t 's all pretty 

simple.  I mean, I think we all know that's what th e story's all 

about.  The difference for us between a faithful an d an unfaithful 

servant is not what we know, though, it 's how we pu t what we know 

into practice.  It's what we do.  But again, let me  caution you.  

I've said it before, faithfulness is not about perf ormance or non 

performance, it is all about attitude.  The faithfu l steward was 

not cast into darkness because his performance wasn 't up to par.  

He was cast out because his performance meant nothi ng to him.  Like 

I said, it's incredibly important to see that disti nction.  Listen 

to how Jesus makes that clear in this part of Matthew 24 .  Listen 

to what Jesus says here.  He says:  "Who then is the faithful and 



wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in 

his household to give them their food at the proper  time?  It will 

be good for that servant whose master finds him doi ng so when he 

returns.  Truly I tell you, he will put him in char ge of all his 

possessions.  But suppose that servant is wicked an d says to 

himself, 'My master is staying away a long time.'  And then he 

begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and d rink with 

drunkards.  The master of that servant will come on  a day when he 

does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  He will cut 

him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypoc rites, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."   

If you look beneath the surface of these words, you  get what Jesus 

is saying.  What he's saying is the faithful servan t is thinking 

just like his master would think.  He's got his abi lity to keep his 

eyes on the prize.  And what is the master asking h im?  Is he 

asking something grandiose, something spectacular?  From what I can 

tell, this guy's in food services, I mean, that's w hat he does.  

Listen, it says:  "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom 

the master has put in charge of the servants in his  household to 

give them their food at the proper time?  It will b e good for that 

servant whose master finds him doing so when he ret urns."   So 

here's the servant, his job consists of making sure  the other 

servants get their food at the right time.  Well, i t sure looks to 



me like it's a one talent gift being faithfully exe rcised by a one 

talent servant to the delight of the master.  And w hat God 

delighted in was not so much the action but the att itude behind it.  

See, there's no such thing as a bad surprise for th e faithful 

servant because he's always going about his master' s business.  And 

when you see faithfully, and when you think faithfu lly, and when 

you understand faithfully, you're never surprised b y what your 

master does because you're always on the same wavel ength.  The 

unfaithful servant acts the way he does because he' s never been on 

that wavelength, and so he's clearly not thinking l ike his master 

at all.  In fact, he's trying to take advantage of his master 

before he returned.  He takes a gamble and he loses .  A faithful 

servant sees like the master sees, he thinks like t he master 

thinks, and he understands like the master understa nds, and because 

of that, he doesn't see service as a chore but as a  joy.  And 

here's why.  It's very simple.  If I know that my e mptying garbage 

cans is as important and as meaningful as someone e lse's preaching 

or teaching or leading in a church, well, I can do whatever my job 

is with joy.  We can see that with one little word that we see in 

the parable of the talents.  Let me go back to that  parable, go to 

verse 20, and repeat a statement here.  I want to h ighlight one 

little word.  

Verse 20 says:  "And he who had received the five talents came 



forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Maste r, you delivered 

to me five talents; here I have made five talents m ore.'"   In verse 

22 it says:  "And he also who had the two talents came forward, 

saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; h ere I have made 

two talents more.'  His master said to him, 'Well d one, good and 

faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a li ttle; I will set 

you over much.  Enter into the joy of your master.' "   Now, that key 

word is this little tiny three-letter Greek word "i de."  It's the 

word "here."  The ESV translates that little word a s "here."  It 

says:  "Here, I have made two talents more."   The NIV translates it 

as "see".  The guy says, "See, I have made five talents more."   The 

King James translates it as "behold."  The guy says , "Behold, 

I have made five talents more."   Three different translations of 

that little tiny verb "behold" or "see" or "here," and what they're 

all saying in essence is the person is saying, "che ck this out."  

"Look at this."  "Look what I've done."  And what t hey're saying 

is, "Master, look what I did with your resources!"  There's joy in 

that statement, there's excitement in that statemen t.  These are 

faithful servants doing what they love to do.  

Now, the unfaithful servant used the very same word , "here," but it 

came after his tirade and it preceded his handing b ack his talent.  

The best he can muster is, "Here you have what is y ours."  

Translation:  Here's your stinking talent back.  Se e, there were 



two things the unfaithful servant never understood.   That was the 

difference between a Sunday command and a Monday co mmand, and 

because he wasn't part of the kingdom, out of sight  meant out of 

mind, and that was so because he didn't see faithfu lly, he didn't 

think faithfully, he didn't even understand faithfu lly, so he had 

no sense of urgency about the master's business and  certainly no 

idea of the consequence.  And his master now gives him both.  He 

says:  "You wicked and slothful servant!  You knew that I reap 

where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed?  Then 

you ought to have invested my money with the banker s, and at my 

coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  So 

take the talent from him and give it to him who has  the ten 

talents.  For to everyone who has will more be give n, and he will 

have an abundance.  But from the one who has not, e ven what he has 

will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant  into the outer 

darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth."   

So the master says, you know, if you really believe d that I was 

what you accused me of, then you would have underst ood the urgency 

of complying.  Then you would have invested my mone y.  The fact 

that you didn't proves that it 's you that is the fr aud.  It further 

proves that you never had the mindset of a faithful  servant in the 

first place.  The Master says:  "And cast that worthless servant 



into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth."   Understand, he was not cast out for a failure 

of performance.  He was cast out for a failure of c aring.  No doubt 

the unfaithful servant is shocked!  I mean, he was faithless, 

disloyal, resentful, and joyless, but no doubt he w as blown away 

that he was cast out, and that's how it is with fai thless servants.  

You see, they don't see like their master sees, the y don't think 

like their master thinks, and they don't understand  like their 

master understands, because they've never known the  master.  Jesus 

says in Matthew 7:  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lo rd' will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does t he will of my 

Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say  to me, 'Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast ou t demons in your 

name, and do many mighty works in your name?'  And then I will 

declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me,  you workers of 

lawlessness.'"  

We might think how in the world could that happen?  I mean, how 

could the servant not know that he was an unfaithfu l servant?  

Well, the answer is simple.  He was deceived.  He b elieved a lie.  

Now, the lie that most folks fall prey to is the li e today that 

there are many different ways to get to heaven.  An d there is but 

one.  Acts 4:12:  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 

no other name under heaven given to mankind by whic h we must be 



saved.   That name is Jesus Christ.  God himself took on f lesh, he 

lived the life that we were supposed to live then h e died the death 

that we all deserved to die so that he could offer you and me the 

great exchange, his life of perfect righteousness f or your life of 

sin.  In fact, Romans 5:8  says it, it says it well, it says:  But 

God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  Whil e we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.   By placing your faith in Christ 

alone, you can defeat the lie that captured the unf aithful servant 

and you can find eternal life.  

But you know there's also another lie that is being  sold wholesale 

today, and it's the lie that the church itself prom ulgates when it 

says:  You're not a servant, you are a customer; wh en it says:  

Life isn't service given, it is service expected.  You know, many 

churches have devolved into spiritual consumer serv ice centers 

rather than living expressions of the body of Chris t where people 

go to express their worship through kingdom citizen ship and 

responsibility.   So what marked the difference bet ween the 

faithful servants and the unfaithful was not perfor mance.  I need 

to stress that.  It was attitude.  They both deligh ted in pleasing 

their master no matter what the task was.  So here' s my question 

this morning.  My question is this:  Is that your a ttitude as well?  

Now, I've sort of been looking around to see if Leo n is here.  Is 



Leon here?  He's not, so I can pick on him a little  bit.  To me, 

Leon is an example of what I'm talking about here.  Leon is just a 

faithful guy who just shows up all the time.  And h e's always 

whistling, he's always cheerful because he thinks, he sees, he 

understands how the kingdom works.  And let me tell  you, you don't 

know a lot of the stuff that Leon does.  I've sent him off to 

places and he's dealt with people who have slammed the door in his 

face and have treated him incredibly rudely, and it  doesn't matter.  

He's not working for them, he's working for God.  H e knows what it 

is like to be a faithful servant.  He's a humble gu y but he's 

somebody you can look to and say that's how you do it.  So a little 

shout out to Leon for that.  

A faithful servant delights in exercising the talen ts God has 

gifted him with, whether it 's five, two, or one, li ke I said, 

because he sees faithfully, he thinks faithfully, a nd he 

understands faithfully, he knows that faithfulness is what delights 

his master.  Matthew 24:  "Who then is the faithful and wise 

servant whom the master has put in charge of the se rvants in his 

household to give them their food at the proper tim e?  It will be 

good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he 

returns."   Let's pray.  

Father God, I do thank you and praise you for your word.  I do 



thank you for this amazing revelation in your word,  Lord, that your 

judging of us is on the basis of our faithfulness.  And Lord, that 

is a wonderful thing and a frightening thing becaus e it cuts across 

everything.  Every one of us is going to stand abso lutely equal 

before you to be judged by what we've done with the  resources and 

the talents that you've given to us.  I pray that y ou would give 

each and every one of us the desire and the grace a nd the power to 

exercise our ability to use those gifts to the best  of our ability.  

And I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  


