
Revelation Lesson 9
Christ's First Words in His Final Book

Revelation 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

Tonight, we encounter the first red words in the book of Revelation. Having mentioned Red Words, I'd 
like to give you a little background on them – or have you ever thought about them? 116 years ago on 
June  19,  1899  a  German-born  newspaper  editor  Louis  Klopsch  (1852-1910)  was  composing  an 
editorial and looking to Scripture his eye landed on Luke 22:20 “Likewise also the cup after supper,  
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” he wondered if Christ's 
words could be printed in red. 

Klopsch, was brought to New York at age two, where the family did not fare well. Louis left school 
early, and by age twenty was editing a merchants’ trade newspaper. He enhanced the columns by 
interspersing Bible passages in the text. Then he managed to buy a print shop, and became a successful 
publisher. By 1890 he was American editor of the British weekly, The Christian Herald. He later 
bought it out, and before his death had hiked its circulation from 30,000 to a quarter million.

He had learned much under the ministry of T. DeWitt Talmage (1832-1902), a minister who had served 
as the Chaplain of the 13 New York Regiment during the War Between the States. Klopsch made 
Talmage an editor of his paper and conceived the idea of distributing his sermons to hundreds of 
newspapers.

Seizing upon his idea of making Christ's words red in the symbolism of His blood, Klopsch asked 
Talmage what he thought about it, to which the minister replied: “It could do no harm and it most 
certainly could do much good.” They decided to exclude anticipations of Christ (“Christophanies”) in 
the Old Testament but include other words of Christ after His Ascension (such as recorded in Acts and 
Revelation). 60,000 “Red Letter Testaments” were published and soon sold out. Orders streamed in 
from all over the world, from the King of Sweden (a telegram) to President Theodore Roosevelt (a 
dinner invitation which Louis Klopsch accepted). 

Two years later in 1901 the red-letter Bible was published. Today some large-print Bibles omit red 
letters since they are an obstacle for the vision-impaired (such as Nelson’s Black Letter Giant Print 
Bible, KJV). To aid this, one company unsuccessfully tried to print Christ’s words in green as that 
colour is easier to see (so say the experts).  So, despite some changes in Bible publishing, the red-letter 
option seems to be a solid fixture welcomed and demanded by vast numbers of Christians. Klopsch's 
legacy of the red-letter Bible is his silent, largely uncredited monument. Indeed most think they've 
always been around and take these red-letter editions for granted. 

The only thing I would caution you about is that the WHOLE BOOK is His Words to us! So don't just 
read the Red Letters - like Red-Letter Christians who by the way are radicals seeking to hippy-ize 
Christianity today – read the whole counsel of God's Word! You CAN if you have a KJB! I know 
usually, most of the time, the italics in our King James Bibles aren't Scripture. Save for the ones found 
in 1 John 2:23. Note: 1 John 2:23  “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he 
that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” Why is HALF the verse in italics? Because the KJB 
translators were honest, they had some Manuscripts that had the words and some that did not. They had 
enough evidence from other languages that some copyists may have thought it was a (Big Word 
warning) homoeoteleuton (ho-moy-oh-tell-you-tahn) which is a Greek word meaning: Having the same 



ending. The scribes would have been looking back and forth between their copy and the master, and 
seeing the same phrase at the end of a verse or another verse would have skipped a whole section. But 
remember, God promised (Psalm 12:6-7) to preserve His Word.

So, the KJB Translators – led by God – put the verse there, because it belonged there, but going on 
what they had in front of them they put the last half of the verse in italics. God promised to preserve 
His Word so that over the past 400 years as more Greek manuscripts (containing 1 John) were found, 
they showed over and over that the whole verse (as preserved in our KJB) was indeed present. The 
Bible corrupters could not even say the KJB translators or the Textus Receptus was wrong as the whole 
verse appeared in their corrupted bibles also. So yes, when you use a King James Bible you are using a 
bible that is not merely a translation of God's Word from Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek into English, you 
are using a copy of God's Preserved, Inerrant, Complete, Infallible Word. So to live as Christ said in 
Matthew 4:4 - “...by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” you need a KJB.

Now, thanks for the rabbit trail of history, now onto the Lesson.

We begin verse 8 with Christ's first “spoken” (I should say) words to John here in Revelation, the Final 
Book of the Word of God. That's right, the Book of Mormon, Koran, etc. ain't the Word of God! Jesus 
FINISHED the Word here with Revelation! How did Christ begin His discourse? He began with a well 
known “Name” of God - Well known both to Jews and Christians – which was: I AM.

I AM – Moses Pastors just skip this simple allusion that hearkens back to the Book of Exodus, where 
on Mount Sinai, God revealed Himself to Moses in the Burning Bush. It is recorded that Moses asked 
the Lord what His Name was, to which He replied: Exodus 3:14-15 “And God said unto Moses, I AM  
THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto  
you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The  
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath  
sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.”

Jesus made direct reference to this name, identifying Himself with two ideas connected with this 
name:  1.)  That  HE  was  The  I  AM  –  or  God  –  and  2.)  That  there  is  life  beyond  the  grave  
culminating with the Resurrection of the dead and our receiving glorified resurrection bodies. 
Note first Christ's words in John 8:56-59 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he  
saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast  
thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 
am. Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,  
going through the midst of them, and so passed by.” The reason the Jews wished to murder 
Christ was because He identified Himself as The I AM. 

Moreover in Matthew 22:31-32 “But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read  
that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,  I am the God of Abraham, and the God of  
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”  Christ hearkens 
back to the I AM statement from Exodus 3 teaching the Saducees (who did not believe in the 
supernatural, angels, demons or the resurrection – that's why they were Sad, You See? - I know 
old joke) concerning the Resurrection. 

Christ told the Jews over and over that He alone was The I AM in the following ways:

1. I AM the Bread of Life/Living Bread – John 6:35 & 6:51.
2. I AM the Light of the World – John 8:12 & 9:5.



3. I AM the Door/Door of the Sheep – John 10:7 & 9.
4. I AM the Good Shepherd – John 10:11 & 14.
5. I AM the Son of God – John 10:36.
6. I AM the Resurrection and the life – John 11:25.
7. I AM the way, the truth and the life – John 14:6.
8. I AM the true vine/vine – John 15:1 & 5.

Now we could take the rest of this class and study these different I Am's of Christ but we will have  
to save that for a Q&A class. So it is that John is the Gospel writer who recorded all these I AM's of 
our Lord. So I find it very interesting that Jesus' first words to John are those beginning with a 
“new” - to us that is – I AM statement in that Christ declares: “I AM Alpha and Omega.”

The  I  AM  of  God  back  on  Mount  Sinai  was  originally  recorded  in  Hebrew  by  Moses.  The 
underlying words in Hebrew behind our English translation comprises the Tetragrammaton – the 
what you may ask. The prefix “tetra” means four and “grammaton” means letters or lettered word 
thus the meaning of this Greek word is “a 4 letter word.” The four letters are “Yod” (sometimes 
known as Jod) - “He” - “Vav” (sometimes known as Waw) - “He” or YHWH or JHVH. Take a look 
at Psalm 119:73, Psalm 119:33 and 119:41. These strange words at the beginnings of these verses  
are transliterations of Hebrew letters into English. In Hebrew, each one of the verses within a 
particular section.

Hence this was and is known to the Hebrews as the Ineffable (Unspoken) Name of God. When the 
Masoretes (Jewish Scribes and Scholars who lived during the 5 th to the 10th centuries A.D.; best 
known for adding vowel markings to the Hebrew bible – our Old Testament) added the vowel  
markings these 4 letters turned into YeHoWah or YeHoVah or YaHveh or JeHoVaH. The most  
common renderings are: Jehovah and Yahweh. Jehovah” is actually a much later (probably 16th  
century) variant in Latin. Here, the “Y” is substituted with a “J” (Hebrew does not even have a “J” 
sound), and the “W” with a “V,” plus another vowel combination, resulting in “JeHoVaH.” The 
most likely choice for how the tetragrammaton was pronounced is "Yahweh" or something very 
similar to that.

Jehovah occurs in the King James Bible some 6,823 times: Whenever you see GOD  or LORD that  
is  Jehovah;  Lord is  Adonai;  God is  Elohim; Lord God is  Adonai  Jehovah and LORD GOD is 
Jehovah Elohim.

The name comes from the verb “Havah” - to be and means “One who is what He is.” It speaks of  
God being Self- Existent, possessing Eternal life – forever. It indicates that He is in charge, there  
is no-one who governs Him. It has always been and always will be God. Thus this Name shows He  
is permanent and is then a reflection of His being. God is the only self-existent / self-sufficient 
Being in the universe. Only God has life in and of Himself. That is the essential meaning of the  
tetragrammaton / YHWH / Yahweh.

Alpha and Omega – Before I get into this second Name, note the absence of a definite article. 
(As in “THE”) Why? Think about it, “the” separates from others. In the 4 occurrences of the Name, 
NEVER is there a “THE” or definite article in it. But we preachers tend to quote it wrong half the 
time as do many Christians do this Book – Revelation – by saying: “Revelations.” Notice: 

1. Revelation 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega...
2. Revelation 1:11a  Saying, I am Alpha and Omega... 
3. Revelation 21:6a  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega...
4. Revelation 22:13  I am Alpha and Omega...

This indicates that He is not “an Alpha” out of other Alphas or an Omega out of other Omegas. But 
that He is THE SOLE ALPHA and SOLE OMEGA. PERIOD.So what does Christ mean in this? For 



starters the letters Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Koine (Common) Greek 
alphabet (the language in which the New Testament was originally written in). This fact is eluded 
to in our next phrase, where Christ states: “...the beginning and the ending...” and elsewhere in the 
other 3 occurrences “the first and the last.” Remember the King James Bible is the ONLY Bible 
that has a built in dictionary! Sometimes you have to search around for it, but it's there!

The letter Alpha in Greek (miniscule – or lowercase) looks like a lowercase a or an o with a vertical 
line on the right side. Or a round, rather than elongated“christian fish” It came to the Greeks from 
the Hebrew and Phoenician alphabets. Our word Alphabet is actually two Greek letters (or one 
letter and part of another) the first and second ones being “mushed” together: Alpha and Beta. 

The letter Alpha is used in mathematics, algebra, physics, chemistry and astronomy in many 
problems, theorems, solutions and concepts. In biology and zoology it is used to designate the 
highest individual in the community. The one with the highest rank. As in the Alpha Male in wolf 
(or canine) packs or groups of primates. Though rare, some females can be the Alpha in such 
hierarchies in nature. Many if not most of the Alphas in nature arrive at their rank by alliances or 
violence. Thus when Satan attempted to “be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:14) he attempted an 
overthrow by rebellion in Heaven against Christ – to become the Alpha – but since there is no 
THE ALPHA, this indicates there can NEVER be another one except Christ. 

Some may gather that Christ attained His rank by such verses as: Philippians 2:9 “Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:” and Colossians 
2:15  “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing  
over them in it.” These verses merely show that Christ was victorious over Satan, Death, Hell and 
the Grave. Not that He fought off Satan's attempt to become “like the Most High.” Besides Christ 
submitted Himself to this death by doing the Will of God the Father, thus if this were speaking of a 
fight to remain or become the alpha (Spiritually) then Christ would not have submitted to death, 
for in nature, the usual death of the opponent marks the opposing combatant the alpha, which 
would imply that Satan would have been the Alpha whilst Christ's body was in the tomb for 3 days 
and nights. But such was not the case. 

The word Omega is the second half of this Name of God. It is the 24th and  last letter in the Koine 
Greek alphabet. It looks like a round-bottomed “W” or we could say, upside down McDonald's 
arches. (Yep we're in America! Now stop thinking about fast-food). It literally means “the great or 
long O” (as in sound). There are two “O” letters in Greek, one is the Omicron – used for short “A” 
sounds while the Omega makes the long “A” sound.

Lesser known than the Alpha in social orders, there is also the Omega or an Omega-Male. (no, no 
not Charlton Heston in 1971 as the Omega-Man!) The Omega in a group is the lowest of the 
hierarchical society. Omega animals are subordinate to all others in the community, and are expected by 
others in the group to remain submissive to everyone. Omega animals may also be used as scapegoats 
or outlets for frustration, or given the lowest priority when distributing food. Well isn't that exactly 
what Christ did? Look at: Leviticus 16:8  “And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for 
the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” and Leviticus 16:10 “But the goat, on which the lot 
fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with 
him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.”

Throughout the year, the sins of the ancient Israelites were daily transferred to the regular sin offerings 
as outlined in the Torah in Leviticus Ch 16. Once a year, on the tenth day of the seventh month in the 
Jewish calendar, the Day of Atonement, the High Priest of Israel sacrificed a bull for a sin offering for 
his own sins. Subsequently he took two goats and presented them at the door of the tabernacle with a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leviticus


view to dealing with the corporate sins of God's people — the nation of Israel. Two goats were chosen 
by lot: one to be "The Lord's Goat", which was offered as a blood sacrifice, and the other to be the 
"Azazel" scapegoat to be sent away into the wilderness. The blood of the slain goat was taken into the 
Holy of Holies behind the sacred veil and sprinkled on the mercy seat, the lid of the ark of the 
covenant. Later in the ceremonies of the day, the High Priest confessed the sins of the Israelites to 
Yahweh placing them figuratively on the head of the other goat, the Azazel scapegoat, who "took them 
away" never to be seen again. The sin of the nation was thus "atoned for" (paid for) by the "The Lord's 
Goat" and "The Azazel Goat". 

Christ also was the servant. In John 13:4-5  we read: “He riseth from supper, and laid aside his 
garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”

Later Christ explained: John 13:12-15  “So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call 
me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.”

Foot washing is not (but many Baptists do practice it) one of the ordinances of the Church, but 
rather this is an ensample that Christ has given us His followers to emulate, and that is to serve 
others – regardless of their relationship to God (John 13:11). Feet were usually washed by the 
lowest of servants in a household. Thus this was a shocking thing that Christ did when He washed 
His followers' feet. He assumed the Omega role as a servant. He did so in preparation of the 
greatest Omega role ever which was humbling Himself to the point of dying for the sins of the 
WHOLE WORLD. 

This Name so says Tim LaHaye: “...is nothing less than an official affirmation by Jesus of His 
personal deity.” He cannot have been just a mere MAN. Think about it, no ordinary human could say 
“I am the first and last” human. Now, Mark Twain might've said “I'm not an American, I'm THE 
American.” but then again, Twain was no ordinary American. 

Now before we leave this Name, I want to also throw in the understanding that the Greeks used 
their alphabet also to represent numbers as well. Kinda like the Roman Numerals are to us in 
Super Bowl Games and some films. Thus a value was given to each letter – this process is known 
as gematria. Some use Gematria to attempt to divine information – which is called Numerology. 
More on that later. Now, the letter Alpha was given the value of “1” while Omega was given the 
value of “800.” These values have no bearing upon the meaning of the text as far as I can see, this 
will change later, however when we arrive at the number 666. Stay tuned!

The beginning and the ending – Now this verse uses definite articles – note two “the's.” This shows 
us there are various beginnings and endings in the world. BUT, Christ is THE beginning and THE 
ending. In other words Think of what Oliver B. Greene stated: “He is the beginning of all things. He's 
the beginning of all truth, all life, all creation...He's the Alpha, the beginning. But He is also the Omega 
– the end. God's glory is the ultimate goal of His program. Everything finds its answer in Jehovah 
God.” Do not misinterpret this to mean that God had a beginning and will have an ending. He did and 
will not. This is placing His eternal existence on the plane of time for us to interact with. Think about 
what Micah said about God in the prophecy that was told to Herod the Great, concerning the Birthplace 
of Christ in Micah 5:2  “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 



been from of old, from everlasting.”

This is talking about our Lord Jesus Christ. The NIV messes this up terribly, bordering on heresy. It 
makes the Prophet say: “from ancient days.” It says “whose origins,” WHAT!? It makes Jesus have an 
origin or a beginning. HE HAS NO ORIGIN! He always has been!

Now there is more concerning this in relation to the companion phrase “first and last” but I'll wait till 
we get to verse 11 to explain that meaning...stay tuned!

saith the Lord, - Here John is telling us that this is the Lord speaking. Note that this word Lord 
is not in ALL CAPS. Thus this is the Greek KURIOS which comes to us from the Hebrew ADONAI. 
This denotes a Master, Owner and is at times used the way we would use Mister. BUT, Is Christ 
the Lord in our lives? Does He hold sway over us, His own, those whom He's purchased with His 
Own blood? Did Christ not rightly ask in Luke 6:46  “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?” Is He the Almighty over us? That's what He demands (Romans 12:1-2).

which is, and which was, and which is to come, - This is another emphasis upon the 
Trinity. Earlier we saw it was a reference to God the Father. Here we find, due to its connection 
with the earlier phrase “the Lord” is referring to Christ. But there is no contradiction because  
Jesus is God in flesh (2 Cor. 5:19; John 1:1 &14). He stated that He and His Father were One in John 
10:30. The Hebrew Shema recited from Deuteronomy 6 reminds the Jews that God is one God. The 
Bible testifies that the Godhead is manifest in three persons – Father, Son and Holy Ghost and that the 
Trinity has always been. Jehovah God is an eternal Spirit.” Note the threefold application of the 
Godhead's movement in OUR time: “He was (past), He is (present), He is to come (future).” This 
shows that with God there is no time, He created time (Genesis 1:1) thus He is outside time hence God 
is eternal. He has always been (John 4:23-24). It shows that no matter where we are IN time, God is 
there!

the Almighty. -  We see that the word Almighty is in the Greek PANTOKRATOR. PANTO means all 
(in the same way Omni means all) and KRATOR means Powerful. Wow that was hard wasn't it? It 
means what it says and says what it means! 

I quoted from John 8:56-59 earlier when I talked about Christ saying He was the “I AM” when 
speaking in connection to Abraham. In this passage the Bible tells us that Christ went “through the 
midst of them, and so passed by.” The corrupted Greek manuscripts leave it out. Because the correctors 
thought Christ was merely a man. How could He go “through the midst of them” when they hated Him 
and were ready to stone Him to death? They reasoned. They said He couldn't have done so, so using 
their faulty reasoning, they changed the Word of God to suit their intellect. Christ DID pass through the 
crowd because He is THE ALMIGHTY, He is THE OMNIPOTENT ONE. 

Christians call Christ the Almighty. The Bible states that there is no other (Isaiah 42:8) that being the 
case I would like to point out that in the Constitution of the Confederate States of America, they 
declared the nation to be a Christian nation by calling upon THE ALMIGHTY in the Preamble: “We, 
the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in its sovereign and independent character, in 
order to form a permanent federal government, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity invoking the favor and guidance of 
Almighty God do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Confederate States of America.” Also 
in Article 1, Section 8 we read (in the Document itself) that Congress has the power: “To establish post 
offices and post routes; but the expenses of the Post Office Department, after the Ist day of March in 



the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and sixty-three, shall be paid out of its own revenues.” This 
reference to “the year of our Lord” speaks of Christ. So the Confederate States of America defined 
Almighty God as our Lord, hence there being no Other, the Lord of the South was and IS Jesus Christ!  
BUT, There is no such reference in the Declaration of Independence or the  united States Constitution! 

Now, Dr. Waite says in his commentary: “It is He who holds sway over all things.” Greene states: “He 
is the Almighty! In Him all things consist. Without Him nothing could continue, either in secular life or 
in heavenly life. Without Him the solar system would cease to operate...” Popular “so called Pastor and 
Evangelist” Louie Giglio (I do not endorse him) showed a powerful evidence about God however 
(remember chew up the meat and spit out the bone): “Laminin is a protein found in the protein that 
forms the substrate of all internal organs also called the basement membrane. It has four arms that can 
bind to four other molecules. Structurally, the laminin protein is made up of three polypeptide chains – 
α, β and γ, giving it a total of six “ends”, accounting for a lot of its flexibility in connecting various 
molecules. They are a family of glycoproteins that are an integral part of the structural scaffolding in 
almost every animal tissue. Laminin is vital to making sure overall body structures hold together.” 
Now it is amazing what the function of this little molecule is…laminin is responsible for holding all of 
our body structures together…basically, it is the rebar of our body. We'll come back to Laminin in a 
moment.

Scientists at Europe's particle physics lab, CERN, is losing ground rapidly in the race to discover the 
elusive Higgs boson, or "God particle." The particle, whose existence has been predicted (not found) 
would help to explain why matter has mass.  The Higgs boson is nicknamed the “God Particle” because 
it does exactly what the Bible says God does – He holds the universe together. Finding the Higgs boson 
is the major goal of atheistic scientists. In theory, without the Higgs boson, nothing in the universe 
could have mass.  Without it, the universe and all that is in it would be without form and void. 

According to the theory, it is the Higgs boson that converts the invisible into the visible and it converts 
the immaterial into the material. The more we learn about the ‘invisible things of creation’ the more 
difficult it is to reconcile that creation with the theory of unguided evolution. 

The more we learn about science, the more it confirms the Bible. I tell yall I could save these eggheads 
a whole lot of money and just get 'em to the Bible because it tells 'em how and why everythings's 
about. Note: Colossians 1:15-17  “Who [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” That word 
consist means "to stand-together," "to be compacted together," "to cohere," "to be constituted 
with" in the Greek language. 

 While scientists attempt to find the “God particle” that holds the atoms together, science has 
already located, identified and mapped the glue that holds each of us together at the cellular level 
it's laminin. Laminin essentially “glues” the cells (such as those lining the stomach and intestines) 
to a foundation of connective tissue. This keeps the cells in place and allows them to function 
properly. Without laminin your cells would fall apart.

Take a look at your handout, you'll see what Laminin looks like. Hmmmm. Familiar no? Why does 
it look like that? Probably because JESUS CHRIST IS THE ALMIGHTY!


