
Grant Van Leuven                 PECA Sermon Outline for Exodus 4:24-26, June 30, 2013

Intro:

Main Point of Text: While on his way to minister, God nearly kills Moses for neglecting to mark his 
covenant children.

Sermon Point: Commit to your children.

Move 1: God never excuses you from your covenant family obligations.
Even if your name is Moses: Vs. 24:  God struck him w/ illness that was taking his life.  God called Moses 
to do mighty things.  But no one is above God's Law, and Moses neglected his fatherly duties as a man of 
God.  Moses can't go be the deliverer of the Hebrews w/ his children not marked as Hebrews. He must care 
for his own house if he is going to lead the house of God.  (1 Tim. 3:4-5).  Serves as serious lesson to all 
Christian parents (1 Cor. 10:6, 11).

Move 2: God expects you to marry in the Lord and raise a Christian family.
Vss. 25-26.  Zipporah not an unbeliever: her father Jethro is also “Reuel” in 2:18; means “friend of God”.  
Called priest (2:16; 3:1), meaning spiritual head like Job (Job 1:5).  Jethro a descendant of Abraham through 
Keturah (Gen. 25:1-6).  He worships Moses' God (Ex. 18:12).  But strayed from covenant commandments 
and practices.  Clearly Moses faced pressure from wife and father-in-law not to obey God re: circumcision 
seen by her response, and words: “bloody husband”: does in desperation what recognizes she should have 
done before; redeems marriage in covenant.  Don't take 1 Cor. 7:39 and 2 Cor. 6:14 seriously, you not only 
jeopardize your children's spiritual welfare, but risk your physical wellbeing.  Family probably sent back 
(Jethro returned to him in Ex. 18:2).

Move 3: God will have your covenant children.
Vss. 25-26, circumcision.  Commanded in Gen. 17:9-14.  Sign related to bodily organ involved in making 
children; covenant families.  Consequence of omission is to be omitted from covenant people.  A sign of 
admission into a community w/ right to fellowship: Ex. 12:43-49; Joshua 5:2-3.  God's covenant was always 
to build the Church throughout the world through the seed of Abraham: And thy seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and 
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. (Gen 28:14; Gen. 12:3, Acts 3:25).   
Now baptism. Like Passover Meal now Lord's Supper; Christ changes symbols, keeps sign.
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Move 4: So God will always have you mark your covenant children as His own.
Vss. 25-26, circumcision a perpetual sign and obligation (Gen. 17:9, 13); had been centuries since 
command, and still required.  Romans/Galatians teach no longer necessary in NT.  But Christ never negates 
God's covenant; expands: not just Israel, all nations.  Not just Jews, Gentiles. Not just boys, girls. 

Non-Jews could get into Visible Church (Gen. 17, Ex. 12); required circumcision. Once admitted selves, 
obligated to represent families.  Set apart/dedicated self and seed for God/with His people.  Same with NT 
Church.  Perpetual covenant has new sign, just as eternal rest has a new day of expression. Baptism is the 
NT version of OT's way of publicly declaring Joshua 24:15.  Sees what Stephen calls “church” (Acts 7:38):

• Mat. 28:19: Jesus said baptize and teach in G.C. Can this not apply to children?
• Gen. 18:19 follows closely after 17:11-14.  Deut. 6:5-9 comes out of the context of covenant sign.
• Baptism in NT: 1st generation responding to Gospel; never ruled out their children. Didn't in OT:

◦ READ Deut. 29:9-13 (esp. vs. 11)  . See also: Joshua 8:35; 2 Chronicles 20:13, 31:18.
◦ 1 Cor. 10:1-4: all “baptized” in Red Sea/drank of Christ. 1 Pet. 3:20: Noah's family saved by 

“baptism”.  Both the Visible Church with a mixture of wheat and tares within but treated as one.
◦ … the promise is unto you, and to your children ...even as many as the Lord our God shall call: 

Acts 2:39 quoting Joel 2:28-32; includes sons and daughters prophesying.
◦ Acts 16: both Lydia and Jailer's households were baptized.  God has not given up on families.
◦ For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 

by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. (1 Cor. 7:14)
◦ READ Col. 2:8-12  : Overlap in meaning.  Just as Jesus is called “Christ our passover” (1 Cor. 

5:7). Rom. 15:8 says Christ was a minister of the “circumcision”. Phil. 3:3: we are the 
“circumcision”.  

◦ Eph. 1:1 with 6:1 (6:2-3 quotes Ex. 20:12, OT!) and Eph. 6:4.
◦ 2 Tim. 3:15-16  : Paul speaks of Timothy knowing the holy Scriptures from time of a child: 

▪ Greek: “unborn or newborn infant”. Same as “infant” in Luke 1:41,44; 2:12, 16; 18:15.
▪ Where did Timothy's faith come from as an infant? 2 Tim. 1:5. Covenant grandma/mother.

◦ Mat. 21:16, Jesus approves of the children praising Him with Psalm 8:2 (suckling infants).

Vs. 25: “Cut”: Hebrew same word used elsewhere for “make” a covenant.  Zipporah covenanted w/ God, 
Moses, her children God's way.  Thus, formally committed to raise them God's way.  This also obliges 
covenant community: parents' membership/baptism vows applies to all members, especially officers, to be 
seriously committed to covenant children marked as such.

Conclusion:

Commit to your children.
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