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We need to understand this morning that God raises up different men to do different things.   Not 
all the Apostles were alike.  We do not find the Apostle John standing up and “disputing” with the 
leading men of the Synagogues, and yet you do find him being used of God to write 5 books of the 
New Testament.  This Stephen was not called to do, but he was called to be a more public preacher. 
John was called to preach, but his ministry was not so dynamically public or confrontative as 
Stephen’s was, and yet he was called by our Lord Jesus “a son of thunder”.  All of our opportunities 
to minister and all of the good fruit that will be born, and all of the good effects that a man’s 
sermon will have in the hearts of people influenced by his ministry; all of this is in the mighty 
hands of God.  God calls men to various and different ways of serving Him in Christ’s church and in 
relation to the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, let us not, those of us who are 
pastors and leaders of churches, confine them by trying to say that they cannot use what God has 
given them, but let us encourage each one who is attempting to be a faithful member of the church, 
to do what they can with what they have.  Not all pastors are going to be alike in their emphasis in 
their ministry.   Not all deacons will serve in the same way.   
       As we go over the list of the deacons chosen by the First Church of Jerusalem, we know that 
they were all called to serve tables, and yet not all of them were alike in their other service to God 
and to the church.  Only two of them were called to preach; Philip, who is called an Evangelist, and 
Stephen.  Stephen was to become the first martyr of the Early Church, and yet it is evident that in 
terms of his knowledge and speaking ability, and the power with which he delivered his message, 
that he had greater spiritual gifts than all the Apostles, except perhaps Peter and John.  He 
evidently was a very educated man, and yet he had no trouble humbling himself to serve tables.  
But it is not Stephen’s gifts that I want to draw attention to this morning, it is his graces.  And it is 
not even so much his graces, ultimately, that I would have you to notice; it is the Holy Spirit’s being 
with him that I want you to see.  This is something that you and I need to take notice of.  For it is 
when a man is full of the Holy Spirit that he will be enabled, whether it is by life or death, to glorify 
God in his words and deeds.  When you or I are full of the Spirit there are will be qualities of grace 
which will shine forth from our lives which will do much to further Christ’s kingdom and His glory.  
Let me give you 3 observations about what it is like when a man is filled with the Spirit.  1st – When 
a man is full of the Holy Spirit he will be full of faith and power.  2nd – When a man is full of the 
Holy Spirit, he will be full of wisdom and persuasiveness.  And 3rd – When a man is full of the Holy 
Spirit he will be full of humility and joy.  Let us pray that we can learn from this man’s life and 
testimony what grace looks like in action.   
1st – Stephen was full of faith and power. (verse 8) 
    “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.”  When a 
man is full of the Holy Spirit, he will be full of faith and power.  Now each of us ought to know, if we 
do not know, that faith is a saving grace.  We can rightly say that faith is our trusting and believing 
in God; trusting in His blessed word; trusting in His promises.  Psalm 33, verse 20 says, “Our soul 
waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.”  “For our heart shall rejoice in Him, because we 
have trusted in His holy name.”  Have you trusted in the powerful name of Jesus for your 
salvation?  If you trust in God, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, then you will find that you will 
have saving faith.  But is a very peculiar thing, that if you take out a concordance and look up the 
word faith, that you will only find two references to it in the whole Old Testament.  Deuteronomy 
32: 20 and Habakkuk 2: 4.  Deuteronomy 32: 18  says, speaking of the children of Israel, “Of the 
Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who fathered you.”  “And 
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when the Lord saw it, He spurned them, because of the provocation of His sons and His 
daughters.”  “And He said: ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end will be, for they 
are a perverse generation, children in whom is no faith.”  What was the problem of many of the 
children of Israel?  They had no faith.  But their having no faith was because they were unmindful 
of the Rock who had begotten them, and they had forgotten God who had fathered them. Faith is 
something which will be built into your life by God as you trust in Jesus Christ.  Christ is “the 
author and perfecter of faith.” (Hebrews 12: 2) “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God,” it says in Romans 10: 17.  But even though they had seen God’s mighty works in bringing 
them out of the land of Egypt, they did not believe in God with saving faith, many of them.  God 
had fathered the nation of Israel in bringing them out of Egypt, redeeming them from their 
physical bondage there.  But many of them did not have saving faith because their hearts drew back 
when things did not go the way that they wanted them to go.  They did not continue to draw near to 
God in faith so that they might know Him and His ways, and thus they proved themselves perverse. 
We should apply it this way; Once you begin to begin to believe, do not draw back from God but 
come forward to learn of Him and grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Because in that way, faith will increase and you will grow strong in faith.  Trust that He will 
teach you and lead you in the way that you should go.   
       The other verse where faith is mentioned in the Old Testament is Habakkuk 2, verse 4.  In verse 
1 of that chapter it says this: “I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch to see 
what He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected.”  “Then the Lord answered me 
and said: ‘Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  “For the 
vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak and it will not lie.”  “Though it 
tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”  “Behold the proud, his soul is not 
upright in him; but the just shall live by faith.” Notice the good attitude which Habakkuk had, by 
faith.  He knew that the foreign armies were coming to ravage the land of Israel, but yet he will look 
to God, to what He would say to him, and also what he should answer when he was corrected.  Let 
me ask you if you are teachable in this same way?  Are you willing for God to teach you; for God to 
give the correct answers to your questions?  God assures Habakkuk here, that the answer is 
coming, but he would have to wait for it.  A proud person will not be willing to wait and trust in 
God for the answer, but the just person will live by faith.  Are you going through things which you 
do not understand?  What is your attitude?  Is it, “Teach me Thy way, O Lord, and I will walk in 
Thy truth?”  The just person will live by faith, trusting that in even adverse circumstances that God 
will show what to believe and what to do.  
        But we must go farther than this and say that to be full of faith, you must understand that 
underneath your faith, undergirding your true and saving faith is the power of God.   It is Christ 
through His Holy Spirit who allows you to do great things and good things.  Stephen was full of 
faith and power to do miracles.  But it was much more than simply this.  It says this Hebrews 11: 1:  
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.”  “For by it the 
elders obtained a good testimony.”  “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”  And 
then comes a list of the great spiritual things which were done by various of the Old Testament 
saints; Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and others as well.  The 
conclusion that we must draw is this; that if ever a person is ever going to do anything great, or 
good, or lasting for the kingdom of God, it must be done in faith.  This is what Stephen understood.  
Stephen wanted to do things to promote the kingdom of God, and God’s glory.  He was full of 
power to do what was boldly good and boldly right.  We are going to see this in future sermons, as 
we look at the sermon that he preached to these perverse men who were from the synagogues, who 
wanted to kill him.  Let us understand that Stephen did not see his strength to preach, or to face 
these men, as coming from himself.  He saw that strength coming to him from God as he tried to do 
what was right.  He also knew what God had given him; a good mind for holy confrontation with 
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the truth.  Not all Christians have this faith or power in the measure that Stephen had it.  But all 
Christians can grow in it.  Look at Romans 12: 3.  “For I say, through the grace given to me, to 
everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”  And verse 6 says, “Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy 
in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching.”  
This is exactly what Stephen did; He used what God gave to him and God rewarded him according 
to his faith.  God kept building upon what Stephen did for him, and he will do the same for you.  
Sometimes we do not grow in faith because we do not take the initiative in the way that we should 
to use what God has already given to us.  We are sluggardly in our faith.  God has dealt to each of us 
a measure of faith, but we must attempt by His grace to live up to all that He has given to us.  We 
need to learn to see things from God’s perspective.  Nothing is impossible for God.  A man named 
Wally Carter said, “The army of Israel looked at Goliath through the eyes of man and said he's too 
big to beat.” “David looked at him through the eyes of God and said he's too big to miss.”  That is 
the same kind of faith that Stephen had this day when he was confronted by these men from the 
synagogues.   
2ndly – When a man is full of the Holy Spirit he will be full of wisdom and 
persuasiveness. (verses 9 and 10) 
       “Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen.”  “And they were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spoke.”  Two of the four translations which I 
regularly read have the “s” in “spirit” capitalized.  They are trying to say that since Stephen was full 
of the Holy Spirit”, they were not able to resist the wisdom by which he spoke.  But I am not sure 
that this is correct, because at the end of the sermon that Stephen preaches, he says in verse 51, 
“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears!”  “You always resist the Holy Spirit; as you 
fathers did, so do you.”  If this was the regular practice of these men as Stephen obviously says that 
it is, then it is hard to believe that they could not have been able to resist the Holy Spirit working 
through Stephen at the beginning of his message.  It is true that Stephen was speaking by the 
power of the Holy Spirit from beginning to end in this confrontation; this dispute.  But what they 
were not able to resist during the debate was the wisdom and the logic and the holy reasoning that 
Stephen used in a most persuasive way, at the beginning of their meeting him.  Indeed his wisdom 
and spirit were very persuasive because He was full of the Holy Spirit, and because this being wise 
was a cultivated grace in Stephen’s life, he was able to persuade them to listen to him as far as he 
had.    
       Many other men, even Christian men, could not have gotten this far with them.  He had a 
tremendous gift in being able to reason and debate.  The Holy Spirit, we can say, was striving with 
them and was giving Stephen the ability to use his gifts in a powerful way.  The graces of Stephen’s 
character shone forth at the beginning of this debate in such a way that even wicked men were 
almost persuaded, because he was so wise in the way that he thought and in the way that he 
reasoned.  Let me ask you whether you are consciously trying to cultivate wisdom in relation to the 
way that you think and speak?  Proverbs Chapter 2 says, “My son, if you receive my words, and 
treasure my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to 
understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, if you 
seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.”  “For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come 
knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those 
who walk in integrity.”  This is exactly what Stephen did while he was growing up, and after he 
came to know the Lord.  This is what you and I ought to do as well.  God honored Stephen’s words.  
And God used him mightily there that day.    
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        Let me show you another example of this in the life of David.  Turn with me over to 1 Samuel 
Chapter 18, verse 5.  David has just finished killing the Philistine, and Jonathan is delighting in 
David, but his father Saul is not.  Now look at verse 5.  “So David went out wherever Saul sent him, 
and behaved wisely.”  “And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all 
the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.”  “Now it happened as they were coming home, 
when David was returning from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women had come out of all 
the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with 
musical instruments.”  “So the women sang as they danced, and said: “Saul has slain his thousands, 
and David his ten-thousands.”  “Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he 
said, ‘They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands.”  
“Now what more can he have but the kingdom?”  “So Saul eyed David from that day forward.”  The 
next day, verses 10 and 11 relate, Saul became distressed over this and tried to kill David by pinning 
him to the wall with his spear.  Verse 12 says, “Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, but had departed from Saul.”  “Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made 
him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people.”  “And David 
behaved wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him.”  “Therefore, when Saul saw that he 
behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him.”  “But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went 
out and came in before them.”   
       The reason that David behaved himself so wisely was that the Lord was with him.  The reason 
that Saul behaved himself so badly was that the Lord had departed from him, and left him to his 
own fleshly jealousies and suspicions, so that even murder was in his heart.  Dear believer, if you 
want to be useful in God’s kingdom work you need to behave wisely.  Go out to do those tasks 
which are assigned to you, those many small tasks which will help your parents, your pastor, your 
teacher, or your employers.  If you are praying to be useful, you will be and God will be with you.  If 
you are only living for yourself and to pleasures of this world, then you will have a lot to learn, and 
receiving the grace of God through Jesus, is the only way to learn.  Stephen had learned that the 
secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.  This is what 
Stephen had learned, like David before him.   
       You will notice that even though Stephen was wise, and that these men could not overcome his 
ability to reason, they hated him for it.  You would think that they would have loved him for his 
ability to debate, and to win the argument righteously.  But it was not so.   So it was with Saul and 
David.  Even though David, by faith and his skill, killed the Philistine; even though he behaved 
himself wisely in all his ways, Saul hated him for it.  Dear believers, do not expect that everyone 
whom you speak to will love you if you are wise.  Your wisdom may expose their own unbelief, and 
their inability to accept the Christ whom you love and serve.  Unbelieving people are trusting in 
their own worldly wisdom, and they do not like the idea that it will fail them at the most crucial 
points of their lives.  Your wisdom, if your have cultivated the wisdom of God, will indeed make you 
persuasive, and the Lord may indeed establish His wisdom through your words to refute error and 
unbelief.  But, as we shall see with Stephen, it may not result in the conversion of those whom you 
speak to, but actually may arouse their anger.  What is amazing is that Stephen did not let their 
anger stop him.   He had the grace to be able to stand alone against all these enemies of the Lord 
Jesus because the Holy Spirit was with him.  Let us pray for grace to faithfully stand in the evil day; 
to be wise and persuasive, even if opposed by those who are malicious.   
3rdly - When a man is full of the Holy Spirit he will be full of humility and joy.   
(Verses 11 -14) 
       “Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.”  “And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon 
him, seized him, and brought him to the council.”  “They also set up false witnesses who said, ‘This 
man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; for we have 
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which 
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Moses delivered to us.”  “And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as 
the face of an angel.”  It is amazing to see what great lengths which these wicked men went to, to 
stop Stephen from preaching to them and disputing with them.  They lie about what he said, they 
stirred up the people against him, they told the elders and the scribes about what he had 
supposedly been saying and then they bring false witnesses in, before the council, to testify that he 
had spoken blasphemous words against the holy place and the law.  And to put the icing on the 
cake, they say that they heard him say that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy that place and change 
the customs which Moses delivered to them.  How does he respond?  He says nothing yet, but as 
they steadfastly look at him, they see that his face is like the face of an angel.              
       He does not protest any of these proceedings; he simply shows them that he is not moved by it, 
and he prepares his heart for his own defense before them.  This is true humility, the ability to be 
able to remain composed and calm when everyone is speaking against you and trying to heap 
blame on you.  This is what Christ manifested all during His sufferings.  This humble Christian 
man is more interested in defending his Lord’s truth than he is in defending himself from false 
charges.  I would say that he has just received his greatest advancement.  He is experiencing his 
greatest joy.  He has the opportunity to preach Christ once again, and His Lord is going to prepare 
a table before Him (spiritually speaking) in the presence of His enemies, and anoint His head with 
oil.  Stephen had already done a great service to God in relation to these people.  If we can take the 
false charges which were brought against him and turn them completely around, we will find the 
truth of what he had already been telling them.  He had been preaching Jesus to them; telling them 
that He was the greater prophet that God had sent to them, as it is recorded in Deuteronomy 18.  
He told them that in Jesus the law had been fulfilled. All of their ceremonial law was done away 
with in Christ.  He told them they no longer needed to observe their temple worship in the way that 
they had done for hundreds of years because Jesus had fulfilled it all with His righteousness.  He 
told them that Jesus was the Son of God who had taken on human flesh and had obeyed the law 
perfectly and died a sacrifice for sinners.   Therefore, a new and living way had been opened unto 
God by Him.  If they believed on Him they would be saved, and their hearts would change, and they 
would become worshipers of the true and living God, and become a part of the spiritual temple that 
God was building.  They would become living stones in that building.  Their temple would no 
longer be needed.   
       Let us apply it in this way.  If we find, in the days to come, wicked people around us turning the 
things that we say around, twisting them, and trying to make it out that we are the troublers of this 
city, and evil-doers because we are promoting the truth of the Bible, let us remember Stephen.  Let 
us remember his steadfastness of spirit.  Let us be filled with faith, and pray for the power of Christ 
to rest upon us.  Let us be filled with joy, as evidently Stephen was, since his face was like the face 
of an angel.  He knew that he was not only innocent of these charges, but that God was going to use 
this whole situation, to mightily bring forward His truth at that time and that place.  His face was 
like that of an angel before them.  This is what you and I should pray to be like; like our Savior, who 
was holy, harmless, and blameless before his accusers, even though they vehemently accused Him.   
Let us so live for Christ, to be faithful to hold His blessed word in our heart, that when we are 
falsely accused, our face also will look like that of an angel, because we will be filled with faith in 
our Savior, we will know his power working in our heart, we will be wise and humble and even 
joyful before men as we testify to the truth of what Christ came to do, and what He has brought to 
our hearts in salvation. 
 
 

 
 

 


