
July 9 2 Kgs 22–23 Josiah 

- second-to-last class on kgs: last week we talked about the worst of the worst 

(Manasseh); today we talk about the best of the best (Josiah) 

- before we do, especially as we are about to come to the end of kgs, I want to take the 

opportunity to review where we’ve been in this class 

- first, to review the story of Kings: what are the five main sections of the book of Kings? 

1ki1-11 Solomon's reign 

12-16 Israel splits in two 

1k17-2k8 Israel's kings vs the prophets 

2k9-17 the road to exile (nk) 

2k18-25 Jerusalem's demise and Babylonian exile 

- starts with the end of David’s reign, and ends with the exile 

 

- in reflecting on the story of kings as a whole, what is it about? 

 - what are some important themes you have seen in our times together? 

 

- von Rad: the word of God working out in history  

 - sometimes it is the fulfillment of a very specific word 

- as we saw with Ahijah and Jeroboam: the splitting of the kingdom into N 

and S because of Solomon’s sin 

- or today, with Josiah: 

1ki 13.2  
2
 He cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, and 

said, "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD, 'Behold, a son shall be 

born to the house of David, Josiah by name; and on you he shall 

sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, 

and human bones shall be burned on you.'" 
    cf 2ki 23.16  

- but more centrally, it is the fulfillment of the big shaping words of history, 

which fit into two basic categories: 

  1. a word of justice: preeminently, Deut 28 

2. a word of grace: preeminently, promise to Abraham (Gen 12, etc) and to 

David (2 Sam 7) 

 - you can call the book of kings “a tale of two words” 

  - how have we already seen the word of justice? 

- fall of Israel (2k17), but also smaller covenant curses:  drought 

(1k17); marauding bands (2k13); sickness of kings 

  - what about the word of grace?  

  Abraham: 

1ki18. 
36

 ¶ At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 

Elijah the prophet came near and said, "O LORD, the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God 

in Israel and that I am Your servant and I have done all these 

things at Your word. 

1ki13. 
23

 But the LORD was gracious to them [the NK] and had 

compassion on them and turned to them because of His covenant 



with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them or 

cast them from His presence until now. 
  David: 

1ki11. 
13

 "However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will 

give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for 

the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen." 
1ki15.4f  

4
 But for David's sake the LORD his God gave him a 

lamp in Jerusalem, to raise up his son after him and to establish 

Jerusalem 
5
 because David did what was right in the sight of the 

LORD 
2ki 19. 

34
 'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and 

for My servant David's sake.'" 

 

- question is: which of these will win out in the end? which word will have the last say? 

- more difficult: how can God be true to one and not the other, when he has 

spoken both? 

- this is a difficulty that rests squarely on Israel’s shoulders: if they had been 

faithful, this tension would never have existed 

- here’s what’s at stake: one (unbelieving) scholar asks: “But by the time of 

Manasseh, God is ready to throw Judah to the wolves, eternal promises to David 

notwithstanding. Can you trust this God's promises or not?” 

 

- this now brings us to the story of Josiah  

- after Manasseh, there’s the short-lived reign of Amon, then Josiah becomes king 

at 8 years old 

- 18 years later, at age 26, he decides to repair the temple; the book of the Law is 

found, and he repents 

- ch 23: 

 - renews the covenant  

 - mass purge of Israel 

 - then we come to our passage: 

 

- Read 2 Kgs 23.21-25 

 - want to pause here and remember two grace-word passages: 

 - deut 30.1-3; 1kgs 8.46ff 

- these are very special grace words because they make a promise connected to 

repentance ; that there is a future for God’s promise to Abraham even after sin 

 

- according to what we see in deut and 1k8, what should happen next? 

 

- read on to v30 

 

- here is a great mystery: Josiah enacts unparalleled reform, yet God does not turn 

 

- ask: what about Josiah’s reforms is so extraordinary? 



- it says that Manasseh did all these horrible things, but it also says that Josiah 

undid those things: 

21.4 built altars � 23.4, 12 Josiah removes these from the house of the 

Lord 

makes sons to pass through the fire � 23.10 Josiah destroys the place 

where they do that 

  21.6 mediums, spiritists � 23.24 Josiah removes the mediums, spiritists 

21.3 remakes the high places that Hezekiah had destroyed � 23.13 

destroys the high places 

 

- actually does more than just clean up after Manasseh: - “In sum, a reader coming 

away from the account of Josiah's activities is entitled to think that the king 

rectified three severe problems: the wrath of Yhwh called down on Judah by 

Manasseh, the Solomonic provocation leading to the loss of the north; and, the 

sins of the northern monarchy and population itself. [2ki 23.19]” (489) 

2ki 23.13 “By being the only Judean king to defile Solomon's shrines, 

Josiah removes the cause of the division of the kingdom.” (428) 

 

- here we have Josiah returning with all his heart and soul and meod: this is the 

only place in all the Bible we where have someone explicitly said to have done 

this in keeping with Deut 6 

 

- now we can appreciate the striking distinction between Josiah and Yahweh: 

- the wordplay on shub (“return”) 

- here is the first person to ever fulfill the message of Deuteronomy: 

repentance and whole-being obedience 

- and yet God refuses to turn 

- note repetition of Judah, Jerusalem (v24,27): these are the very places Josiah 

cleans out, but these are the very places Yahweh is rejecting (only other use of 

reject with the Lord as subject in 1-2kgs: 2 Kings 17:20 The LORD rejected all 

the descendants of Israel and afflicted them and gave them into the hand of 

plunderers, until He had cast them out of His sight.) 

 

- to balance this “lack of turning”: God did delay judgment 

- even in judgment there is mercy: Huldah promises in 22.20 that Josiah will not 

see all the disaster that God is bringing on this place 

 - this reminds us of Ahab: 

- connects Ahab and Josiah with the verb kn‘ (“to humble”) [only two 

places where this vb appears in 1-2ki] 

 - 2k22.19: because you humbled yourself 

- 1k21.29: "Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before 

Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring 

the evil in his days, but I will bring the evil upon his house in his 

son's days." 

- God’s compassion, delaying judgment: Ahab: 1k21.25-29; Josiah: 

2k22.15-20 



  - the way both die tragically in battle 

 

- ask: why did God continue on in wrath even after Josiah had repented so thoroughly? 

- the iniquity of the Amorite is complete � the iniquity of Judah is complete 

- the shedding of innocent blood: 
16

 ¶ Moreover, Manasseh shed very 

much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from one end to 

another; besides his sin with which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the 

sight of the LORD. 

24.3 Surely at the command of the LORD it came upon Judah, to remove 

them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that 

he had done,
4
 and also for the innocent blood which he shed, for he filled 

Jerusalem with innocent blood; and the LORD would not forgive. 

- cf the theme of innocent blood � expulsion from society (Cain, Levi & 

Simeon, Moses, Absalom) 

- there’s also the timing of the promises in 1k8 and deut 30: both are for exile: 

there must be judgment before there can be redemption  

- this is a massive theme in Jeremiah, the contemporary of Josiah, and 

points us directly to Christ: he needed to suffer these things before he 

could enter his glory. 

  - first there must be the judgment word, then the grace word 

- Josiah is a type of the innocent suffering which must befall the end-times 

David, Jesus Christ  

- if Manasseh is a type of Adam, Josiah is a type of Jesus Christ: 

Josiah dies as a wicked king, Ahab; even though he himself was 

righteous   

 

- so why did God not relent? so why does Josiah suffer God’s wrath? 

 - Justice   

- Manasseh’s sin is too much; there is nothing for the shedding of innocent 

blood 

- Judah is the new Israel, which is the new Canaan: God shows no 

partiality 

 - Moving redemptive history forward 

  - The fullness of exile must precede the repentance (Dt 30) 

 

- going back to the two “words”: which word at this point appears to have the final say?  

 - the word of judgment 

 - so you would think if you read on to the destruction of Jerusalem in chs 24-25. 

- the only thing that might change your opinion is the cryptic final epilogue of 

2kgs, the mere last 4 vss. These vss show that there may yet be a triumph of the 

word of grace in the end. To these vss we will turn our attention next time. 

 


