
Romans 12:3 - Activate your church in faith

Six months ago I sat in the living room of Dr. Jim Wilson, author/pastor/prof at GGBTS.  

• He shared with me that the unchurched aren't staying away from church because they think it is 
boring or irrelevant, at least not anymore. 

• Their lack of confidence isn't directed against God or the Bible; it is with the church & its leaders. 

• In the seeker age, the church tried to make its teachings and its services more user-friendly, 
practical, and accessible, and to market them to the unchurched. 

• Biblical churches are not as concerned with marketing services for unbelievers or entertaining 
believers as they are in ushering people, believers and unbelievers alike, into the presence of God. 

• Intentionally, they do not water down their teachings or ratchet down the intensity of a service to 
make it more appealing to unbelievers. 

• In the ‘80s and ‘90s, Seeker churches used all sorts of marketing techniques to attract unbelievers.

• That which truly is attractive to people, (who are created in God’s image, with a natural desire to 
worship), the intense worship experiences of authentic biblical churches. 

It is not about mega-size: At a Barna 2000/2001 seminar, George Barna explained that Christians grow 
better in churches averaging about 200.

It is not about the music: Research reveals that even the unchurched prefer traditional hymns with 
updated arrangements and a variety of instruments = because of familiarity. 

According to the latest research, people don't expect the church to put on a show for them. They want to 
observe the church being who it genuinely is. “They want to sense the presence of God.

• The trends are pointing away from seeker services. “The primary objective of seeker services is 
not to expose them to the presence of God,” Barna says. 

Ron Martoia, the founding pastor of Westwinds Community Church in Jackson, Michigan, affirms these 
findings. He says that the fundamental reason people return to church is that they have experienced God 
in a service and find the experience so compelling they want to investigate further. “Most people don't 
return because of great talk, music, media, or art. Those are merely vehicles; they come back because of 
a deeply moving experience with God.” 

People don't want to experience church. They want to experience God's presence. 

The battle cry is a return to biblical spirituality, one that is rooted in spirit-filled Christians guiding 
others to experience God's presence. 

Romans 12:1 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

• Be active, physically living according to God’s mercies in your life

• Live out what you believe - 100%

[2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

• Be transformed - testing your faith - testing God’s work in your life
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I called those first two verses: Activating your church with hope

I call these next five verses: Activating your church with faith (that is the key word found in v.3)

[3] For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. [4] For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, [5] so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
[6] Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion 
to our faith; [7] if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; [8] the one who exhorts, 
in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who 
does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

About Spiritual Gifts

In ONE sense this text requires you to focus on YOU.

• What is God doing in your life?

• The spiritual gifts are referred to as a “measure of faith.”  DO YOU HAVE AN ACTIVE FAITH?

Warning: because in ANOTHER sense this is NOT about YOU - not individually - it is about YOU in 
relation to the body of Christ (the local church) - see v. 4 & 5

• You were gifted to work with the Body of Christ.

• You were only given a “measure” of faith / only gifted so much = this is to keep you HUMBLE - 
see v. 3

• You cannot be boastful of a GIFT!

Paul was expecting Christians to get ACTIVATED in their local churches, working together as one body.  
WHY?  because we do not work to glorify ourselves = but Christ

• God did not gift you to just attend church and work in ministry outside of your local church.

• God gifted you in such a way as to be...

1. Be useable

2. Be inter-dependent / humble / look away from yourself to Christ in us

Did you catch what Paul did?  He made the measure of your renewed mind/heart Your active life in a 
local church body!

• Being an active member of a biblical church should be a humbling experience - one that drives you  
closer and closer to God.

• This whole passage is about activating Christ in us and through us.
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• Do you want to find/have significance? Then look to Christ as infinitely significant. 
Do you want to have value? Then look to Christ as infinitely valuable. 
Do you want to want to have esteem? Then look to Christ as worthy of infinite esteem.

• Don’t make mistake here. I am not saying: Do you want to have significance? Then look to Christ 
as a means to your significance. 
I am not saying: Do you want to have value? Then look to Christ as the one who gives you value. 
I am not saying: Do you want to have esteem? Then look to Christ as the means of your esteem? 
I am not saying that in the renewed mind Christ is a means to the goal of your significance and 
esteem and value. 

• I am saying: you were made to embrace him as he has been revealed in these first 11 chapters, as 
infinitely significant and infinitely valuable and infinitely worthy of esteem. That is what the 
renewed mind does and loves to do. That is the deepest identity of the new mind.

• I’ll say it again: Do you want to have significance? Then embrace Christ as the one who is 
infinitely significant to you. 
Do you want to have value? Then embrace Christ as infinitely valuable. 
Do you want to want to have esteem? Then embrace Christ as worthy of infinite esteem.

• Our faith in Christ is the measure of our significance and value and esteem, because faith means 
looking away from ourselves to Christ and embracing him as the all-satisfying embodiment of all 
that is significant and valuable and worthy of esteem. 

• The measure of our new self in Christ—the renewed mind—is the degree to which we look away 
from ourselves to Christ as our truth and treasure.

• If Christ is more to you, you are more. 
If Christ is less to you, you are less. 
Your significance rises and falls with your savoring of him. 
Your valuing him is the value that you have. 
Your esteeming him is the esteem that you have. 
Your treasuring him is the treasure that you are.

• If you want to measure yourself soberly, measure your faith in Christ.
Your measure of your significance is found in Christ by active faith - faith of a disciple.

This is the renewed mind in Christ. This is the work of the Holy Spirit. This is “thinking with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”
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