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Scripture: Genesis 12—The Call of Abraham 

One of the promises given to Abraham is in Gen. 12:7, Then the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” 

Later, Gen. 15:13-16, Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four 
hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a 
good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites 
is not yet complete.” 

Quick story: Then Abraham begat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat 12 sons. When Joseph 
was the governor of Egypt, all the descendants of Jacob relocated to Egypt (seventy, Gen. 46:27). Israel 
were in slavery in Egypt for nearly 400 years and cried unto the Lord for His deliverance. The Lord 
sends Moses to deliver them. After bringing 10 plagues on Egyptians, Pharaoh finally lets them go. 

v Exodus 12:40-41, “The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years. At the 
end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.” 

After they came out of Egypt, Pharaoh’s army again chased them. The Lord opened the Red Sea for the 
Israelites to cross and drowned the Egyptian army in the water. Later, the Lord performed the 
miracles of bringing water from the rock and showering bread from above.  

Then, Israel gathered around Mount Sinai in the wilderness. The Lord gave them the Ten 
Commandments and many other commandments. Citing the first commandment from Exodus 20:3, 

v “You shall have no other gods before me. 

Afterwards, Moses and Joshua went up the mountain of God. It is written, “Moses entered the cloud 
and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” (Exo. 
24:18) The Lord spoke to him many things concerned the building of the Tabernacle at this time.  

Read the rest of the story, the whole chapter, from Exodus 32. 

What was Israel’s sin? They made the golden calf and worshipped it.  

v Exodus 20:23, “You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for 
yourselves gods of gold.” 

How did they make the golden calf? With gold.  
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Who provided them this gold? One of the things Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Horeb in Exodus 3 
(20-22) is this: 

v So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do in it; after that 
he will let you go. And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you 
go, you shall not go empty, but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives 
in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and 
on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 

During the final plague, the Lord spoke: 

v Exodus 11:2-3, “Speak now in the hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his 
neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry.” And the Lord gave the 
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.” 

During the exodus from Egypt: 

v Exodus 12:35-36, “The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had 
asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. And the Lord had given the 
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they 
plundered the Egyptians.” 

Note: The people made the golden calf out of the gold that the Lord had provided for them. They 
made an idol from the blessing and providence of the Lord. This is the title of this message: 

ERECTING GOLDEN CALVES  
FROM THE LORD’S BLESSINGS 

Timothy Keller: 

§ “What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your 
heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give.” 

§ “A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your 
life would feel hardly worth living.” 

Here are some of the golden calves we make from the Lord’s blessings: 

1. JOB  

Why does God provide job?  

§ To work, for God created us as working beings.  
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§ To benefit the mankind.  

§ To provide, for God wanted us to provide for our family and not be a burden to others.  

§ To help, for God wanted us to take the portion of our earning to support the church, the poor 
and the missions.  

How do we make job a golden calf in our life? 

§ By building our worth in job (Doctor, Manager, Engineer…etc.) rather than in the Maker and 
Redeemer.  

§ By building our security of provision in job rather than in God who is our provider.  

§ By devoting ourselves so much to work that we neglect spiritual disciplines, like prayer, Word, 
church. 

§ By not faithfully giving to the Lord out of what we earn from our work.  

§ By living a shattered life, even becoming suicidal, when your job is lost.  

2. MONEY AND POSSESSIONS  

Money and possessions can become the most cherished golden calf: 

v “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” (Matt. 
6:24) 

v Paul makes a point that greed or covetousness is idolatry, “Put to death therefore what is 
earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.” (Col. 3:5)  

v 1 Timothy 6:17, “As for the rich in this present age…” 

Randy Alcorn: “Are you educated and literate? Do you have food, clothing, shelter, a bike or car, 
perhaps some electronic equipment? Then you are among the privileged, the world’s wealthy.” 

Note: Rich in this present age may be a pauper in the coming age based on how he handles his money 
and possessions. 

God provides riches: “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to 
enjoy.” (1 Tim. 6:17) 

What can riches do? 

§ Haughty (proud): “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty,” (1 
Tim. 6:17) 

o So, be humble: Don’t build your worth on your fleeting riches.  
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§ False security: As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God (1 Tim. 6:17), 

o Luke 12:15-21, And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And 
he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he 
thought to himself, What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, 
‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the 
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  

o So, trust only in God for your security.    

§ Selfish (only me and my family): They don’t want to share, to be generous in their giving, and 
to store riches in heaven. 

o 1 Tim. 6:18-19, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.” 

3. FAMILY (especially children) 

Why does God give us children? Remember, children are God’s possession, not ours.  

§ To fulfill His creation mandate, to be fruitful and multiply.  

§ To bring them up in the fear and the ways of the Living God.  

How children can become the golden calves of our life? 

§ If you don’t have children, you feel hopeless.  

§ If your children become sick or face death, you will be shattered.  

§ You build your world around your kids rather than around Christ who is your Lord & God. 

Abraham: Isaac was not the golden calf of his life. The Lord said, “After these things God 
tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” (Gen. 22:1-2) 

Job: His seven sons and three daughters were not the golden calves of his life. 
When he lost his children, he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) 

Remember: This also applies to spouse and parents.  
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v Luke 14:26, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.” 

4. BODY  

v Our body is a gift from God, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful 
are your works; my soul knows it very well.” (Psalm 139:14) 

v Job 2:3-5, And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from 
evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without 
reason.” Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give 
for his life. But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to 
your face.” 

How can people idolize their body? 

§ Anxious about their body and beauty, especially women.  

§ Shattered when sickness strikes. They feel hopeless and get discouraged with God.  

§ Focus on caring more for the body (food, comforts), neglecting the soul.  

5. LIFE, A GIFT FROM GOD 

Why did God give us this life? 

v Colossians 1:16, “all things were created through him and for him.” 

* When God has given us this life to live for His glory, we love our life so much, making it a golden calf, 
and live for ourselves.  

* We worry about what we eat, drink, and wear rather than first seek God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness.  

* We focus on job, marriage, children, and life settlement on earth rather than seeking to glorify God, 
advance His kingdom, and accomplish His will.  

* We make our own decisions in life rather than seeking the wisdom of God who has given us this life 
for His glory. 

* We live with selfish ambitions in life rather than denying ourselves and taking up our cross and 
following Christ.  

* We love the pleasures of the world rather than the pleasures of the kingdom of God.  

* We want to live according to our convenience rather than according to the commandments of God.  
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* We live depending on the attention, praise, and applause of people rather than seeking the 
commendation of our Father in heaven.  

* Our thoughts are constantly absorbed with self-interests rather than with meditation on God and on 
His Word.  

* We talk so many things with unbelievers and come across so many non-Christians but we do not 
want to obey Christ in preaching the gospel to them because we don’t want ourselves to face rejection 
and discomfort.  

* When we are criticized, rejected and offended, we want to react according to our ego rather than 
submitting to God’s Word which says to respond with patience, with gentleness, with forgiveness, and 
with humility.  

* There seems no significant difference between the selfish lifestyle of the worldly people and 
ourselves, except that we are religious.  

* We love ourselves so much that we do not want to live, suffer, and die for the Lord who loved us 
and gave Himself up for us.  

* We are obsessed with the physical comforts of life rather than with passion for God’s mission.  

John G. Paton: Mr. Dickson exploded, “The cannibals! You will be eaten by cannibals!” The memory 
of Williams and Harris on Erromanga was only 19 years old. But to this Paton responded: 

Mr. Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be laid in the grave, 
there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that if I can but live and die serving and honoring the 
Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals or by worms; and in the 
Great Day my Resurrection body will rise as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer. 

* Simply speaking, we are lovers of self rather than lovers of God.  

Summary (Erecting Golden Calves from the Lord’s Blessings): 

1. Job 

2. Money and Possessions 

3. Family 

4. Body 

5. Life 
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Gospel: Let’s lay these idols at the foot of the cross, seek the forgiveness of Christ, and smash them 
with the power of the Holy Spirit in our daily life. Let Christ be supreme in our lives, may we find our 
sufficiency only in Him, and let us submit ourselves to live according to His will and for His glory.  

Reminder: Hold all things loosely in life and cling tightly to Christ alone, for He alone is our hope, 
refuge, and eternal life.  

Song: I SURRENDER ALL 


