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Daniel 6:16-28  16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of 
lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee.  17  And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it 
with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning 
Daniel.  18  Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of 
musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him.  19  Then the king arose very early in the 
morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.  20  And when he came to the den, he cried with a 
lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?  21  
Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.  22  My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.  23  Then was the king exceeding 
glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out 
of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.  24  
And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into 
the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake 
all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.  25  Then king Darius wrote unto all 
people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  26  I make a 
decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 
for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.  27  He delivereth and rescueth, 
and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions.  28  So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus 
the Persian. 
 
Background from verses 1-15: 120 princes are set up over Darius’ kingdom with Daniel as the 1st 
president of the princes. Daniel is given preference “because an excellent spirit was in him” 
(verse 3) and the other presidents and princes find no fault in Daniel by which they can accuse 
him. So they conspire together and convince Darius to decree a ban on prayer and worship of all 
gods, except for Darius himself. Anyone who violates the decree would be executed by lions. 
Daniel doesn’t obey the decree and continues to pray faithfully three times a day. The other 
presidents and princes find Daniel praying and accuse him before Darius. Darius immediately 
finds himself unhappy with his own decree and tries to determine how he might save Daniel, but 
no way is found: the king’s decree is irrevocable. 
 
16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den 
of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest 
continually, he will deliver thee.   
 
Thy God… 
 
Not Darius’ God, for he was his own god, and had decreed that no others should be worshipped.   
 

Exodus 20:3-6  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  4  Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:  5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;  6  And shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

 
…whom thou servest continually… 
 
Darius recognized that Daniel served God first. God was his first priority and all others 
(including Darius) were second. 
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Deuteronomy 13:4  Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his 
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 
 

Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 

 
…he will deliver thee. 
 
This sounds like a statement of faith, but it probably isn’t. Darius had likely heard of the 
deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the furnace in the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar and knew that God was able to deliver Daniel from the lions in a similar 
manner. Darius is essentially saying that historically, Daniel’s particular God (who we know to 
be the one and only true God by faith) was able to deliver Daniel. 
 

1 Peter 2:11-12  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul;  12  Having your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 
17  And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king 
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose 
might not be changed concerning Daniel.  18  Then the king went to his palace, and 
passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: 
and his sleep went from him.  19  Then the king arose very early in the morning, 
and went in haste unto the den of lions. 20  And when he came to the den, he cried 
with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able 
to deliver thee from the lions? 
 

Darius’ confident statement from verse 16 is turned into a question in verse 20.  
 
21  Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.  22  My God hath sent his 
angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as 
before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done 
no hurt. 
 
O king live for ever… 
 
Daniel had an opportunity to rail on Darius for the king’s foolishness and the evil that he had 
caused to be done unto Daniel. Daniel instead honors the king in his response. 
 

Luke 20:25  And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be 
Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's. 

 
1 Peter 2:13-17  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
whether it be to the king, as supreme;  14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.  15  For so is the will of 
God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:  16  As free, and not 
using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  17  Honour all men. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
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…My God… 
 
Daniel confirms that his survival was of his God and none other. 
 
…hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me… 
 
The angel which came into the lions’ den was without a doubt the same as the fourth man seen 
with the three children of Judah within the fires of the furnace. He is the Angel of the Lord, the 
Son of God who is revealed unto men. 
 

Psalms 37:39-40  But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their 
strength in the time of trouble.  40  And the LORD shall help them, and deliver 
them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust 
in him. 

 
…forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me… 
 
Not that Daniel was innocent of all sin (for no man is), but that he was innocent of sinning 
against God in the particular case regarding Darius’ unjust decree. 
 

Psalms 91:9-16  Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most 
High, thy habitation;  10  There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling.  11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.  
12  They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  13  Thou shalt 
tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.  14  
Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on 
high, because he hath known my name.  15  He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I 
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.  16  With long life will I 
satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 

 
… and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 
 
Prior Darius’ decree and Daniel’s accusation, Daniel’s practice of prayer to God hadn’t affected 
his service to the king and kingdom. 
 

Romans 12:17-18  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all 
men.  18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

 
24  And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused 
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their 
wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or 
ever they came at the bottom of the den. 
 

Mark 13:13  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

 
Romans 12:19-21  19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  20  Therefore if 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire on his head.  21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

Daniel’s faithfulness to God and willingness to undergo persecution (even death) was a sign of 
salvation. He left vengeance against his accusers to God by the hand of Darius.  
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25  Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in 
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  26  I make a decree, That in every 
dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is 
the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.  27  He delivereth and 
rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 
 
Like Nebuchadnezzar before him, Darius issues a new decree that recognizes God as worthy of 
worship and honor. The decree does not dictate that God be worshipped, but rather gives all the 
people the freedom to worship God. 
 

Proverbs 21:1-3  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will.  2  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the 
LORD pondereth the hearts.  3  To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the 
LORD than sacrifice. 

 
28  So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 
 

Psalms 1:1-3  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  2  But his delight is in 
the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  3  And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 


