
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
06/17/2017  
Daniel 3:16-18 

1 

 

Daniel 3:16-18  16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.  17  If it 
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  18  But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. 
 
16a Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego… 
 
Judah is in captivity under Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon (1:1-2). The king requested that 
the children of Judah be brought into his palace to learn the Chaldeans’ language and knowledge 
(1:3-4). Among those selected are: 

• Daniel, called Belteshazzar, “the keeper of treasures”. 

• Hananiah, called Shadrach, “the messenger of the sun (or king)”. 

• Mishael, called Meshach, named possibly to honor the Babylonian god “Shach”. 

• Azariah, called Abednego, “servant of the shining brightness” 
 

Daniel 1:17  As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning 
and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

 
The four find favor in the king’s court and directly with the king (1:18-21). Daniel interprets 
the king’s dream and the king makes him ruler over (the province of) Babylon (2:1-48).  
Daniel requests that the other three be made rulers with him (2:49). Daniel is not 
mentioned in Daniel chapter 3. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their 
labour.  10  For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.  11  Again, if two lie together, then they have 
heat: but how can one be warm alone?  12  And if one prevail against him, two shall 
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

 
16b Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered… 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had made a golden idol and commanded all the people in the land to worship it 
whenever music was played. Anyone not worshipping the idol would be executed by fire in a 
furnace. The Chaldeans accused the three Jews of refusing to worship the idol and the three are 
called before the king. 
 
16c Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.  
 

Psalms 118:6  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? 
 
Psalms 118:8-9  It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.  9  It is 
better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes. 

 
Proverbs 16:1  The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is 
from the LORD. 
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17a  If it be so, our God whom we serve… 
 
The answer of the three to the king begins by distinguishing the God of the Jews from the idol of 
the Babylonian and expressing their continuing dedication to him. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 
 

Jeremiah 10:10-16  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an 
everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his 
indignation.  11  Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens.  12  
He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and 
hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion.  13  When he uttereth his voice, there is a 
multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of 
the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 
treasures.  14  Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the 
graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.  15  
They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.  16  The 
portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his 
inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name. 
 

17b If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace… 
 
The confidence of the four is in God’s ability to deliver. Not that it is certain that he will deliver 
them, but that he is able to deliver them. So, it is the same with us in temptations, trials, and 
tribulations. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:12-14  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.  13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  14  
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 
 
1 Peter 4:12-14  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you:  13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy.  14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit 
of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he 
is glorified. 

 
17c If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.   
 
The three are even more confident that God will deliver them from the king whether it be 
through the furnace in life of by the furnace in death. If we love God we can trust him to hear us 
when we call him and can know that he will deliver us whether in life or in death. 
 

Psalms 18:1b-3  I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.  2  The LORD is my rock, and 
my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and 
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.  3  I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 
praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.  
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Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 
18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

 

If they lived or perished, no matter the reason why (be it God’s will or man’s actions), the three 
loved God and determined to courageously remain faithful to God and God’s commands. 
 

Exodus 20:3-6  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  4  Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:  5  Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me;  6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 
 

We must not only know God’s commands in our heads, but they must be performed out of love 
in our hearts for God. 
 

John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 

With love comes the courage and faith to trust and know that God is with us in every 
circumstance. 

 
Joshua 1:9  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 
 
Psalms 31:24  Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope 
in the LORD. 

 
We are strengthened by God to obey him, even in the face of bodily injury or death. 
 

1 Samuel 15:22b-23a …Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.  23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry. 
 
Acts 5:29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 
 

Nebuchadnezzar is enraged at the three men and has the furnace heated up to seven times 
hotter than it was previously. Then the three are bound and cast into the fire which is so hot that 
those who cast them in perish because of the heat. Nebuchadnezzar then looks into the furnace. 
 

Daniel 3:24-25  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, 
and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the 
fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.  25  He answered and said, Lo, I see 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God. 
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Another person joined the three in the fire. He was “like the Son of God” in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
eyes. We know who that was. It was our savior Jesus Christ, who was manifested before them 
who protected and preserved his brethren in the furnace. However, they were in the furnace. 

 
Isaiah 41:10  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. 
 
Matthew 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them. 

 
Matthew 28:20b …and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
Nebuchadnezzar sees God’s protecting and preserving power and calls the three out from the 
furnace. When they emerge, their bodies and clothing are completely free from damage. Even 
the smell of fire and smoke is kept from them. 
 

Psalms 121:1-8  I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  2  My 
help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.  3  He will not suffer thy foot to 
be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.  4  Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.  5  The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.  6  
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.  7  The LORD shall preserve thee 
from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.  8  The LORD shall preserve thy going out 
and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. 

 
God continues in preservation as we persevere in faith. The outcomes of temptations, trials, and 
tribulations will vary. We will not always come away clean in this life, but we will always be 
completely unscathed as we are saved in the life to come. 

 
John 10:27-30  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28  And I 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.  29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand.  30  I and my Father are one. 

 
Nebuchadnezzar is amazed by God’s preserving power and praises both God and the three. 
 

Daniel 3:28  Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted 
in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god, except their own God. 

 
Proverbs 21:1  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will. 

 
1 Peter 2:11-12  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul;  12  Having your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 
When we, like the three, undergo temptation, trial, tribulation, or persecution, we are to remain 
faithful to God and to do the good works he has commanded for us to do. Our works are not for 
our glory but are for the glory of God and him alone. God will be faithful to us to be with us 
throughout and to preserve our souls through eternity. 


