
“Faith Before the Giant” 

1 Samuel 17:10-37 

(Preached at Trinity, July 9, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Last time we began our observation of the fearful champion of the Philistines. We know 

him well as Goliath. The author goes into great detail to describe him.  

A. He was gigantic, standing over 9 ½ feet tall. His armor weighed over 125 lbs. His 

spear was massive in length with a 15 lb. iron head.  

B. We are also told of his relentless taunting of the forces of Israel. It went on every 

day for six weeks.  

1 Samuel 17:16 NAU - "The Philistine came forward morning and evening 
for forty days and took his stand."  

C.  Finally, the author described the response of Saul and his army as they looked 

upon Goliath.  

1 Samuel 17:11 NAU - "When Saul and all Israel heard these words of 
the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid."  

2. As I pointed out last time the ultimate problem with Israel was not the Philistines or their 

impressive warrior. Their problem was the absence of God. Having abandoned God they 

found themselves weak and helpless. Their true enemy was their lack of faith in God and 

the resulting fear that left them trembling.  

3. This is our greatest problem as well. We are in a terrible spiritual war with three powerful 

enemies—our flesh, the world, and Satan. But our greatest problem is the same as Israel’s 

problem: the absence of God. When God becomes small in our life the things of the flesh 

loom large, worldly things become preeminent, and Satan’s attacks are most effective.  

4. When God stands mighty before us the enemies of this world fade. This is what we see 

with young David in this passage. While Saul and his army tremble before the Philistine 

giant, David arrives with boldness and confidence.  

 

I. The first thing we are reminded of was the insignificance of David 

 Faith knows no age or preeminence.  

 A. David was the last of 8 sons – Verses 12-14 

1. During this time and culture the first-born was significant. This is why 

Samuel assumed that Eliab was the one chosen by God 

2. Each subsequent son held a place of lesser significance. But the last and 

youngest was the least in the household.  

 We can hear this in the words of Gideon when God called him to fight 

against the Midianites 

Judges 6:15 NAU - "O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my 
family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my 
father's house."  
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3. We can see his insignificant place in the home.  

a. When Jesse and his sons were invited to the feast in Chapter 16 

David wasn’t even included. 

b. David was relegated to spending time in the field caring for the 

family’s flock of sheep.  

c. David was being treated as an errand boy to bring provisions to his 

older brothers serving in Saul’s army and to bring back word 

regarding their condition.  

4. We can also see David’s insignificance in how his brothers treated him. 

1 Samuel 17:28 NAU - "Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when 
he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger burned against David and 
he said, "Why have you come down? And with whom have you left 
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your insolence and the 
wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see 
the battle."  
In Verse 29 David’s answer implies it was customary for them to speak 

against the things that David said and did.  

David literally said, was literally, “What have I done this time?” or “Now 

what have I done?” 
 B. It wasn’t David’s might or power that gave him confidence before this giant 

1. David would have been but a teenager. Saul certainly didn’t look upon 

David with any degree of confidence. 

1 Samuel 17:33 NAU - "You are not able to go against this 
Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while he has 
been a warrior from his youth."  

2. David wasn’t a soldier. While he had defended his flock against the attack 

of scavenging animals he had never worn the armor of a soldier 

1 Samuel 17:39 NAU - "David girded his sword over his armor and 
tried to walk, for he had not tested them. So David said to Saul, "I 
cannot go with these, for I have not tested them." And David took 
them off."  

3. God’s words in Chapter 16 are universal in scope 

1 Samuel 16:7 NAU - "Do not look at his appearance or at the 
height of his stature"  

 This was true of David’s brothers as Samuel looked upon them 

 It was true of Goliath as the army of Israel looked upon him 

 It was also true of David as one might consider his qualifications as a 

warrior.  

4. What about you? Do you see yourself as great? God seldom uses people 

who are great in their own eyes. But do you see yourself as weak and 

insignificant. Don’t let that stop you from doing great things. 

1 Peter 5:5-6 NAS - "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble.  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,"  
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II. Notice also the great contrast between David and his brothers 

 A. They were all Israelites 

  1. All of them would have known Yahweh 

   Jesse and his sons were invited by Samuel to the sacrifice and feast 

1 Samuel 16:5 NAU - "He also consecrated Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice."  

2. These were religious people. But notice their lack of confidence in God. 

They shared the same faith as Saul 

1 Samuel 17:10-12 NAU - "Again the Philistine said, "I defy the 
ranks of Israel this day; give me a man that we may fight together."  
11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they 
were dismayed and greatly afraid."  

3. Knowing about God is not the same thing as having an experiential 

knowledge of Him. David’s brothers did not know God. They did not have 

an experience of faith. They had never experienced God’s power of 

deliverance.  

4. It’s been asked, what about Jonathan. He was a man of faith. He was bold 

and courageous. Why didn’t he take up arms against Goliath? The text 

doesn’t answer this for us. Perhaps Saul forbid his son from fighting 

Goliath. We saw in Chapter 14 that Jonathan went against the Philistine 

garrison secretly.  

 B. Contrast David’s confidence 

  1. The author makes a point in telling us that David heard Goliath’s words 

1 Samuel 17:23 NAU - "As he was talking with them, behold, the 
champion, the Philistine from Gath named Goliath, was coming up 
from the army of the Philistines, and he spoke these same words; 
and David heard them."  

  2. David heard Goliath’s taunts and mocking words. 

1 Samuel 17:10 NAU - "I defy the ranks of Israel this day; give me 
a man that we may fight together."  

  3. David saw things differently than his brothers or the rest of the army. 

This wasn’t just any army. This was the army of Israel. David saw this as 

the army of God. Goliath was daring to defy the army of God. 

1 Samuel 17:26 NAU - "What will be done for the man who kills 
this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the 
living God?"  

4. David was speaking words of faith and his brothers were irritated at such 

words. This is often the case in churches. Some of the people are willing 

to march forth with words of faith trusting in the might power of God. 

Others decry such faith and speak out boldly.  

5. In fact, Eliab sounds more like Goliath. Goliath was an uncircumcised 

Philistine. Eliab was uncircumcised in heart. Both cared little for the honor 

of God. 

a. Eliab:  Verse 28 - "Why have you come down? And with 
whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I 
know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for 
you have come down in order to see the battle."  



4 

 

b. Goliath: Verse 43 - "Am I a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods."  

c. With their words both of these wicked men sought to discourage 

David.   

5. Notice, though, that true faith will not be deterred. The faithlessness of 

David’s brothers did not keep David from acting on his own faith. 

1 Samuel 17:30 NAU - "Then he turned away from him to another 
and said the same thing; and the people answered the same thing 
as before."  

 

III. Genuine faith stands out 

1 Samuel 17:31 NAU - "When the words which David spoke were heard, they 
told them to Saul, and he sent for him."  

 A. David’s faith was unique 

  1. Everything else about David was unimpressive 

He was a youth. He was the youngest in his family. He was ridiculed by 

his brothers. You can imagine how they must have dismissed David before 

the other soldiers.  

  2. But David’s faith distinguished him and it soon reached Saul’s ears   

It isn’t surprising then that Saul showed no little confidence in David 

1 Samuel 17:33 NAU - "Then Saul said to David, "You are not able 
to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth 
while he has been a warrior from his youth."  

  3. David continued to display his unshakable confidence in the power of 

God. 

1 Samuel 17:32 NAU - "David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail 
on account of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine."  
“Stop worrying about this. I’ll take care of this heathen giant who is 

defying the army of the living God.” 

4. In Verses 34-36 David recounts his past experiences of God’s power in 

his life. The grammar of Verse 34 implies this wasn’t an isolated event but 

frequent occurrences.  

 B. David boldly declares his confidence in God 

1 Samuel 17:36-37 NAU - "Your servant has killed both the lion and the 
bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he 
has taunted the armies of the living God."  37 And David said, "The LORD 
who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, 
He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."  
1. There is no doubt in the source of David’s confidence: 

"The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the 
paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."  

2. Saul didn’t personally know God. He had no experience of faith in God’s 

power. Saul’s only experience with God was God’s displeasure over his 

sin. He knew what it was to be forsaken by God but wasn’t willing to 

repent.  
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3. Even the lost recognize genuine faith when they see it.  

1 Samuel 17:37-38 NAU - "And Saul said to David, "Go, and may 
the LORD be with you."  38 Then Saul clothed David with his 
garments and put a bronze helmet on his head, and he clothed him 
with armor."  
a. But notice Saul didn’t truly believe David’s absolute trust in God. 

“May God be with you but here’s some armor as your true 

protection.” 

b. This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t take advantage of every 

instrument at our disposal. Trust in God is not presumption. But 

true faith recognizes the source of our power. 

c. David would later write: 

Psalm 20:5-7 NAU - "We will sing for joy over your victory, 
And in the name of our God we will set up our banners. May 
the LORD fulfill all your petitions.  6 Now I know that the 
LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy 
heaven With the saving strength of His right hand.  7 Some 
boast in chariots and some in horses, But we will boast in 
the name of the LORD, our God."  

d. Saul’s trust was more in the armor than in God or this puny kid 

who was about to foolishly confront this giant. 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. God always blesses a bold and sincere trust in His provision. David’s faith in God was 

not disappointed.  

2. And, those who ridicule the faithful shall be put to shame. Although unspoken in the text, 

how David’s brothers must have been shamed by the bold faith of their little brother. For 

six weeks they trembled before the taunting words of Goliath. And then here comes 

David who did what they dared not to do.  

3. David’s brothers accused him of being haughty—but God vindicates the faithful. 

Psalm 131:1 NAU - "O LORD, my heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; Nor 
do I involve myself in great matters, Or in things too difficult for me."  

4. May this serve as a lesson to us. God can be trusted.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 KJV - "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding.  6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths."  

 

 

 


