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Tonight's a very special night/day in the life of our church family. In fact, back in 
Opelika it is Sunday morning but tonight it is Friday night and so I want to take this time 
to welcome all of our congregants in First Baptist Opelika on Sunday morning. In fact, I 
want you to know this was a request of mine. I am such an advocate of student ministry 
and particularly student camp, I wanted all of our folks in Opelika to see what takes place
at camp and for those of you back home in Opelika just in the last 24 hours, we've gone 
whitewater rafting, we've had dodgeball tournaments, we've on the serious side, we've 
met in family groups, we've had Bible study, our girls have broken off and studied what it
means to be a godly woman, our men have broken off to study what it's like to be a godly
man, but tonight I want to welcome not just all of you here at camp but all of you back 
home to a joint worship service around the word of God.

So before we open the word of God, students, I need you to do me a favor. There are 
thousands back home in Opelika as a part of our service on Sunday morning but there are
hundreds of us here, do we me favor, if you would, just kind of turn around and wave to 
the camera back there and tell everybody hi back in Opelika. As I mentioned, it's Sunday 
morning there, it's Friday night here and whether you're in Opelika or you're here in the 
mountains of Tennessee, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of 
John 18. John 18, we're going to meet a character in particular, we're going to see a 
conversation between a particular character and Jesus Christ and you're going to discover 
that though this took place 2,000 years ago, though this man had power and authority and
finances that may be incomprehensible to you and your current stage in life, you're going 
to see that you have an incredible amount of parallel with him.

Some weeks ago, I had one of those a-ha moments. Y'all know what an a-ha moment is 
where you find yourself just going about life and all of a sudden, a-ha, something clicks, 
the proverbial light bulb turns on. I was at a very well-known restaurant in our 
community and I noticed that in that restaurant that was jam-packed at the lunch hour, 
almost every table was filled and it was one of those places where it is surrounded by 
large flatscreen tvs all around the restaurant. In fact, every channel known to man was 
playing all at the same time. At the same time, everybody around the tables were looking 
at their phones and dialoguing with each other. They were having conversations person-
to-person, they were engaged on whatever was taking place on their phone, and they were
watching dozens of television channels all at the same time.
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You and I today live in a day of information overload and the difficulties when we hear 
something on the tv, when we see something on social media, when we hear a 
conversation with somebody else, we find ourselves in a very perplexing situation: who 
do we believe? Who is telling the truth? In fact, one of the most common phrases in our 
culture today is in regards to fake news or fake information and we are posed with this 
problem: whose opinion, whose ideas do we stake our claim and declare that that is truth?
Tonight we meet, or today in Opelika, we meet a character in the same situation. He 
wasn't in that restaurant for it took place 2,000 years ago. His name was Pontius Pilate. 
Pontius Pilate was a Roman ruler in a Jewish land. He was a stranger in a strange land 
and in chapter 18 of the Gospel of John, he finds himself there at the Jewish Passover. 
This is critical to understanding the story, for no other time in the annual, I guess 
correspondence and traveling of the Jewish people, would you have more of them in one 
location than during Passover. Tens of thousands of people, according to the book of Acts
2, from every nation or every people group known to man. So there would have been lots 
of different not just people but languages and ideas and concepts.

As we turn to chapter 18, just in the last 24 hours in Pilate's life, he has been faced with a 
multitude of information. His own wife has come to him about this rogue Rabbi by the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. She has warned him that he's going to hear some information 
that – listen – is not true. She warned him privately and said, "Do not subject yourself to 
those ideas." Within a matter of hours, he would find himself in the courtyard of his 
palace and there would be two major congregants. There would be one group of people, 
very wealthy and politically astute who declared that Jesus was "the bad guy" who 
deserved to be crucified. There was another group, those who weren't quite of the same 
social status but they had been healed, they had been delivered, they had received a touch
of Jesus and they were weeping at the thought of this man, this individual, this teacher 
being crucified for being a righteous man. He had the opinion of his wife. He had the 
opinion of one crowd. He had the opinion of a second crowd. And here in John 18, he's 
going to have a one-on-one conversation with Jesus Christ himself and he's going to ask 
the question that every one of us is asking. With all the information that comes to us 
whether it's in personal social media, whether it comes by way of tv, whatever it may be, 
this is the question that we're asking as we're filtering the information. 

John 18, beginning in verse 33, it says,

33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again,

I'm going to stop there for just a moment. Notice the word "again." He had been going at 
this for hours. Whether it was his wife, whether it was this group that wanted to crucify 
Jesus, defend Jesus, this idea of who he was had been going on for a long time. He enters 
it again,

and called Jesus, and said unto him, Are you the King of the Jews? 34 
Jesus answered him, Do you say this thing of yourself, or did others tell 
you of me? 35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have delivered you unto me: what have you done? 36 Jesus 
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answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from here. 37 Pilate therefore said unto 
him, Are you a king then? Jesus answered, You say that I am a king. To 
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

Listen to the statement of Pilate in verse 38,

38 Pilate said unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went
out again unto the Jews, and said unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

I want you to think about that question that Pilate posed, "What is truth?" You see, Pilate 
found himself in the same situation 2,000 years ago that we find ourselves in today. He 
had been barraged by all this information that was in conflict. Some people said Jesus 
was righteous. Some people said that he was a blasphemer. Some people said he should 
be dismissed. Some people said he should be embraced. His wife said that he was 
innocent yet those in power said he was guilty. And face-to-face with Jesus himself, 
Pilate asked him this one very important simplistic question, "What is truth?" With all of 
the information, all the things that we hear, he asks such a very simple question because 
truth from a definition perspective should be pretty simple.

What I want to do as we're gathered together today is I want to ask some pretty simple 
questions about truth and the first one is this: what is truth? Let's think about this just 
from a definition standpoint, just from what the dictionary says. The dictionary defines 
truth as "a verifiable, indisputable fact, precept or position." In other words, truth is 
something that you cannot dispute. Truth is something that you cannot argue with. It is 
verifiable, whether it is a fact, a position or precept. It is simply what it is and yet you and
I live in a world and in a culture today that we've become a people who want to argue and
debate on what is or what is not truth.

In fact, allow me to share with you one of my favorite illustrations, in fact, I'm going to 
go ahead and confess this is one of my pet peeves. For those of you who do not know me 
well, I enjoy sports. I used to enjoy playing sports until my body started hurting, now I 
enjoy watching sports. But that being said, here is my pet peeve when it comes to sports. 
Now this may not bother you, but it bothers me. I cannot stand instant replay. I can't 
stand instant replay for multiple reasons. Allow me to share with you from a sports 
perspective: I believe it removes the human element out of it. It really does. Now I 
understand that when it comes to sports, there are certain rules and regulations that must 
be upheld. A first down in football is ten yards. I understand that in the game of 
basketball, the shot has to go off before the buzzer sounds. In baseball, it's 90 feet to the 
base. I understand what the basic concepts of the rules are, however when it comes to 
instant replay, we not only delay the game but we spend countless amount of time and 
energy looking at milliseconds and millimeters to make sure that there's no way possible 
that we're in error. We want to make sure that it is the truth. He did score. He did not 
score. He was safe. He was not safe. And with the introduction into instant replay, not 
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only have we added to the information overload of our culture and our society, but what 
we've stated is to have the truth is more important than human subjective observation and
opinion.

Now I want you to think about that for just a moment. In the sports world, we've said 
truth is so important it doesn't matter what your credentials are, it doesn't matter how 
much education or experience you have, we're going to use our technology, we're going 
to use our resources to make sure that we do not get it wrong. Yet our same culture will 
take that concept and that idea and they will completely flip the script when it comes to 
ideas, thoughts or precepts. In other words, in baseball, you cannot be safe and out at the 
same time. You cannot be short of the first down and get the first down at the same time. 
In basketball, you cannot get the shot off and not get the shot off at the same time. Now, I
know this sounds simplistic to all of us. I know, but we go to great extremes to make sure
we get it right. But let's move from the sports world, from first downs and being safe, let's
move this to the more important world of what Pilate is asking, "What is truth?" And yet 
today, we have created a culture that says that you can have a relative perspective. Now 
for those of you that are unfamiliar with that word, it means that you can have two 
competing truths both simultaneously be true. 

Now, this is ignorance at its best because you and I both know you cannot be a married 
bachelor, right? I mean, it's impossible. You cannot be married and be a bachelor, be a 
bachelor and be married. The two of them are mutually exclusive, they cannot maintain 
the same space in the same time in the same individual. Yet what does our culture say? 
Our culture says that you can believe that Jesus is the answer, you can believe that 
somebody else is the answer, it doesn't matter as long as you're faithful, as long as you 
are sincere about what you believe. It doesn't matter, it's all the same. You see, we've 
gone against our own obsession with truth.

You see, when I was your age, students age, at night the news was 30 minutes a night. 
That was it. Today, it's 24 hours a day on numerous channels. Why? We are obsessed 
with the facts. We are obsessed with the truth. Yet our obsession has clouded our 
reasonability because when you come to the very definition of truth, you cannot claim 
that Jesus is true and another religious figure is true at the same time, and what has 
happened in our culture is we have produced like in Pilate's day where you had one group
saying Jesus is the answer, one group saying he's not the answer, and Pilate doesn't know 
what to do with him. He says, "Okay, just what is the truth?" And what has occurred in 
our society and in our culture and in your world, is we've created the law of what we call 
non contradiction is taking place among all of us. 

And there are two words I want to introduce to you if you're not familiar with them that 
are rampant in our culture: the word syncretism and pluralism. Now syncretism is the 
idea that these competing alternate ideas are really all the same idea. Pluralism means 
that two competing or differing ideas are eventually though they may appear different, 
leading to the same place. Allow me to illustrate. Syncretism says that whether you 
believe in Jesus, whether you believe in Mohammed, whether you believe in Buddha, 
whether you believe in atheism, whether you believe in this or that, it doesn't really 
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matter, you're all on a different lane on the same highway. That's what you are. It's all the 
same. It's all faith. But how can it be the same? Because Jesus taught stuff completely 
different than what Mohammed taught and completely different than what Buddha taught
and drastically different than what atheism teaches. You see, we will go to great lengths 
to make sure that that runner was safe at first, but on the more important matters of life, 
we say it doesn't matter. You're just on a different lane in the same highway.

Pluralism states, oh, that your teachings are different and they appear different and your 
writings are different, but you're going to the same place. Yet the contrary to that is if 
you've ever used a GPS system. You cannot head out on Interstate 20 East and get to the 
same place as you would going Interstate 20 West. You will end up in two completely 
different locations and yet that is the byproduct of what our culture has done with truth. It
is an indispensable verifiable fact, precept or position yet our culture has taken what is 
objective, taken what is factual and transitioned it to this relativistic, "Well, just as long 
as you're sincere and you really care about what you think about, it's all okay. Can't we all
just get around the campfire and sing Kumbayah and be friends?" 

What is truth? What I want to address from the story of Pilate is how we got to this 
position. We've talked about what is truth but the next question is: when did this take 
place in our culture? When did this take place in your world? When did this take place in 
my world? You see, it hasn't always been this way. If you're listening to me at this 
moment and you're roughly 30 years of age and under, you have only grown up in a 
culture that is what most people call post-modern. You say, "Well, if it's post-modern, 
didn't we have modern before that?" You see, for hundreds of years what we know as 
Western civilization which is where most of us have grown up in, Western civilization 
understood that truth is truth, that fact is fact, that 2+2 is 4 and you cannot have a married
bachelor. We've understood this for hundreds of years but a little over 30 years ago, our 
culture transitioned, our way of thinking transitioned and we began to entertain the idea 
that competing thoughts, that varying positions though they look different, sound 
different, and are different, are either A. different lanes on the same highway or different 
roads leading to the same place. And what has taken place over the last 30+ years is we 
found ourselves in a position, you have grown up as students and we as adults have seen 
this become just a flood of information in our lives, we have become a part of a world 
that no longer sees truth as objective, no longer sees truth as factual, but it just depends 
on your perspective, it just depends on maybe how you grew up or how you see things. 
But notice what happens in John 18. Pilate heard the naysayers and Pilate heard those 
who advocated for Jesus. Pilate heard his wife, Pilate heard the rulers, but he came to a 
place where he faced Jesus face-to-face and he said, "Okay, Jesus, what is truth?"

When did this take place in our culture? Over the last 30+ years you, as students, have 
been subject to this your entire life. What may be more important for all of us is where 
did this take place? Some years ago, I found myself on my first adventure into our 
nation's capital, what we know as Washington, DC, and I had heard all kinds of stories 
and people had prepared me for what it would be like and it was one of those school 
sponsored trips. I was there with one of my sons and we took the bus ride all the way to 
DC and we went on one of those tours where you're going from this place to that place 

Page 5 of 11



and it's rapid and it's quick and it's fast, and you're doing as much as you can in a little 
amount of time before you had to head back home. But what I was not prepared for was 
that almost every single place, almost every single place that we went, it didn't matter if it
was a monument, it didn't matter if it was the United States Postal Office, it didn't matter 
if it was just a simple basic government building, almost every place we went in 
Washington, DC had Scripture, yes, verses from the Bible engraved on the buildings. 
Now, I don't know about you but the last thing I thought I would experience in 
Washington, DC is the Bible on every building that I walked by because when you listen 
to the language and when you listen to the verbiage of our culture and when you listen to 
what people have to say about life in our world, rarely do we hear the Bible quoted and if 
we do, it's usually in a condescending negative tone.

I remember we had been there a couple of days and it was Sunday afternoon and we 
were, once again, going from point A to point B, and I was struggling with this internally.
I couldn't grasp why is it that there are Bible verses on every building, yet we live in a 
culture that is completely contrary to, against what we know as biblical Christianity? And
I just prayed a very simple prayer. Now, I'm going to warn you: when you pray, God 
answers. And I prayed a very simple prayer, I said, "God, show me where all this came 
from. I mean, how did this happen? How did this take place?" And for the next couple of 
hours, every time we'd turn down a street or every time we got off our tour bus, I was 
engaged with the same appearance: a recent college graduate in their gowns and in their 
mortar hats. You see, there in Washington, DC that Sunday afternoon was graduation day
for all the schools that were there and everywhere we turned, I saw a recent college 
graduate. Some of them law school, some graduate school, some undergrad, and it 
clicked and I realized that the idea going against Scripture, the idea going against truth, 
wasn't something that sprung up within the buildings that were there, but it had been 
imported over the course of time from other places.

You see, when we talk about where did this idea that truth is relative, where has this idea 
that you can have competing truths both be true at the same time, where did it come 
from? It originated in what we know as the classroom. It originated in that collegiate 
environment. Now hear me clearly: I'm not against education. I went to college for 13 
years so I'm not against it. And by the way, I did graduate more than once. I want to 
make that very clear to you. It didn't take me 13 years to get through an undergrad. So I'm
not against it but at times in people's lives and at times in our culture's life, it has been a 
place where people have gathered with their ideas and they have postulated – listen to me
– they have postulated the absurd. It is absurd to think that you can have a married 
bachelor. You can't have it, can you? So how can you have the teachings of Jesus and the 
teaching of Mohammed both be true at the same time? It's no different than the married 
bachelor illustration. It's no different than did the shot get off in basketball, did it not. But
yet in that ivory tower complex of academia, when we began to discuss these ideas, we 
began to take these abstract principles and what has happened in your life and what has 
happened in my life is it's not just contained within the classroom, it's not just contained 
within a philosophy class, it's not contained within an academic debate, for what we've 
seen take place is those high level ways of thinking and constructing and postulating have
made their way down through every fiber of our culture. What started out in the 
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classroom has now gone to pop culture. What we used to discuss in philosophy class is 
now the latest number 1 hit in our pop culture.

You know, some years ago when my children were in elementary school, they had a 
principal that over the course of time and just my interactions, I became, I don't know if I 
want to say I was friends with him but it was more than just a parent dropping off a kid. 
We would engage in conversations and we would talk at length more than just 30 or 40 
seconds. And this individual, I got to know that at one point he was in the United States 
military, not just that but one of the military academies. He had coached soccer at the 
collegiate level and yet here he was as the principal of an elementary school. Now, I'm 
not belittling being the principal of an elementary school but most guys who teach at the 
college level do not find themselves progressing to the elementary school level, usually it
goes the opposite way and so I was just curious. I said, "Sir, how did you get to where 
you are?" And it was a fascinating conversation. He said, "Jeff, I used to be in the 
collegiate area. Then there was a request of me to become a high school principal. I 
became a high school principal, then they came to me and asked me to be a middle school
principal, then they came to me and asked me to be an elementary school principal." I 
said, "Well, how did it work that way? What was the motivation? Why did those who had
the authority to make those decisions, why did they ask you to go from college, high 
school, middle school, elementary school? What was the motivation?" I'll never forget his
response. He said, "Jeff, the reason they asked me to be a high school principal is because
the issues that high school students were dealing with were the issues that college 
students used to be dealing with, and because they were dealing with those issues at a 
younger age and I had already dealt with them at the collegiate level, they wanted me to 
come to the high school level so I could help these students deal with their issues and 
struggle with their doubts and fears and such." I said, "Well, that makes perfect sense." I 
said, "Well, why did you go from high school to middle school?" He said, "Because the 
day came where middle school students were dealing with the same issues that the high 
school students were dealing with that previously the college students had dealt with." 
And I said, "Doc," that's what I called him, I said, "Doc, don't tell me. Don't tell me that 
elementary school kids today are dealing with the issues that college students dealt with a
generation ago." He said, "That's why I'm in your son's school."

Today we have third and fourth graders who believe that how they feel is more important 
than what truth is. How they see things or how they identify somehow supersedes what 
the indisputable verifiable facts, precepts or principles are. And so you and I today no 
matter what our age is, no matter what our background is, no matter what our education 
level is, we find ourselves in a world where these concepts that are contrary to the very 
definition of truth have seeped their way all the way to every level of education, every 
nook and cranny of society and it's no longer reserved for a classroom. In fact, now it is 
spoken in the music. It is communicated even by those who find themselves as 
sportscasters on tv. 

It's being propagated over and over again and you and I find ourselves in the same 
position as Pilate because we go to church and we hear one idea, we go to school and 
hear another idea, we talk with our parents and there's a different idea, our neighbor, our 
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friend, then we get on social media and all of a sudden there are all these different 
opinions. But what did Pilate ask Jesus? It's real simple, "What is truth?" You know, I'm 
of the belief that Pilate had the opportunity to go down as the greatest ever. Now, I know 
in the sports world there is a guy, he used to be Cassius Clay and now known as 
Mohammad Ali, he said that he was the greatest but when it comes to Christianity, when 
it comes to humanity, I believe that Pontius Pilate could have gone down as the greatest 
because what Pontius Pilate did and we just read, is he said, "I found no fault at all in 
him." And you know his story, he goes out to the masses, he goes out before his wife, he 
goes out before those who were against Jesus, those that were for Jesus, do you 
remember what he does? He washes his hands. 

Why is this so important? Why is this conversation about truth, why is this story of Pilate,
why is this interaction between him and Jesus, why is it so critical for your life? Why is it
so critical for my life? Why is it so critical for everyone's life? Because what Pontius 
Pilate did whether he knew it or not, is he completely went against the wisdom of one 
Winston Churchill. Now, maybe you remember who Winston Churchill was, a famed 
individual active in the last 50-60 years of world political scene. Winston Churchill, one 
of the largest figures of the global world in days past, made this statement when he came 
to truth. He said, "You can ignore it, you can deride it, you can avoid it, but there it is." In
other words, it doesn't matter what you do in response to truth, you cannot absolve 
yourself from the fact that it is the truth.

What did Pilate do in his life that many of you are doing in your life? When it came to 
truth because he asked Jesus what is truth, because he's been trying to decipher for 
himself, the first thing he did was this: he tried to avoid it. I mean, he just tried to avoid 
and ignore it. His wife came to him, she said, "I've had a dream." Now, this is an 
individual who had traveled with him all over the known world. This was an individual 
who he trusted in the innermost parts of his life. Here is an individual who came and said,
"Dear, I've had a dream about this man. You're going to be tempted to go against him but 
I want you to know he's innocent." So what did he do to the truth? He just ignored it. He 
just ignored it and said, "I'm not going to listen to that voice. I'm not going to allow it to 
speak into my life."

The second thing he did with truth is he just tried to excuse it. How did he try to excuse 
it? Do you remember another character that's involved in this story? You see, there is 
Pilate and there's Jesus and there's another man by the name of Barabbas. If you're not 
familiar with the story, allow me to kind of catch you up. It was at the Passover where all 
these Jewish people would gather there in Jerusalem and those that were the Roman 
leaders who had the position, the very difficult position of keeping everybody in line 
when the crowds were just massive, they had a tradition, they had a history of every year 
at the Passover as the Jewish people would gather together around the Passover lamb that
was a representative of their sins being forgiven, what the Roman people would do to the 
Jewish individuals is they would allow – listen to this – one of their criminals to be set 
free. It was a picture that they were identifying with them. It was a way of embracing 
what was happening around them.
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Now Pilate did something very intelligent at this point because he could have picked any 
criminal in the world, any one of them, but his wife had warned him and even though he 
ignored her and even though he had heard from Jesus several times, remember it says he 
came "again," Pilate decides, "Okay, this is going to take care of it. Bring me Barabbas." 
Now, Barabbas was the most known criminal of his day. For those of you who are adults,
for those of you a little bit older in stature, he was the Charles Manson of his day. 
Multiple murders were accounted for at his hand. He was known for every crime that 
could conceivably be done. This was the last person that anybody would want running 
free on the streets.

So what did Pilate do? He said, "Okay, I'm just going to excuse the situation here. I'm 
going to bring up Jesus, I'm going to bring up Barabbas and I'm going to let them 
choose." You notice what Pilate's doing? He's trying to make the decision for Jesus 
become somebody else's decision. In other words, "You tell me who he is." He puts Jesus
there. He puts Barabbas there. Do you remember what the crowd said? "Give us 
Barabbas." They so were against the teachings and the person of Jesus Christ they would 
have rather had a known murderer running the streets free than to have an individual 
whose only crimes were healing blind people and walking on water because what did 
Jesus represent? Who was Jesus? He was the truth there before their very eyes.

So Pilate tried to avoid it, he ignored his wife, then he tried to excuse the person of Jesus 
by placing the decision into somebody else's hand that should have been an obvious 
decision but unfortunately they did not bite the bait that he delivered. So he had one last 
final tactic, he would simply – listen to this – recuse himself. Now that's a big fancy word
that means, "I'm gonna pull out of this situation and have nothing to do with it at all." 
Pilate brings back Jesus who has been bloodied from the beatings, he's had a personal 
interaction with him, he takes a basin of water and very symbolically, he washes his 
hands and he says, "I am innocent of this man's blood."

You see, what Pilate did is the same thing that so many people in our culture do. Fed with
a barrage of information, rather than making a decision for himself, rather than declaring 
what he believed truth was for his life, not just for him but what is the truth, he decided to
either avoid it and ignore it, excuse it or recuse it. But what did Winston Churchill say? 
The problem is you can do that all you want to but it's still there.

And in the moments after that interaction, we would find Jesus of Nazareth led to a place 
called Mount Calvary where there the Scriptures were fulfilled that they would gamble 
for his clothes, they would pierce his hands and his feet. Do you know what the first thing
that Jesus said to the crowd? We have no record if Pilate was there or not but we know 
one of his representatives was. The first thing Jesus said to the crowd, "Father, forgive 
them. They do not know what they're doing." Just hours before, face-to-face Pilate had 
asked this question, "What is truth?"

You see, here's the conclusion: Pilate asked the wrong question. He asked the wrong 
question. Now, I know what we've dealt with in this study is what is truth and when did 
truth change and where did it change and why is it so important, but here's the question 
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Pilate should have asked and it's the question you need to ask: not what is truth, who is 
truth? You see, a few chapters earlier there was a man by the name of Thomas, you 
probably know him as doubting Thomas, the same individual who eight days after Jesus' 
resurrection made the declaration that, "Unless I place my hands in his wounds, I will not
believe." This same doubting Thomas comes to Jesus in John 14 and Jesus made a very 
emphatic statement, he said, "Believe in God. Believe also in me for in my Father's house
are many mansions and there is coming a day when I will come back for you." Thomas 
asked this question, "How can we know the way?" Jesus made a very emphatic statement 
in verse 6 of John 14, he said, "I am the way. I am the truth. I am the life. For nobody can
come to the Father but by me." Which means that C. S. Lewis, the great apologist who 
used to be an atheist, was correct that either Jesus Christ is the Savior for all or he's the 
Savior for none because he made it very emphatically clear that he was exclusive and he 
was the truth and that anybody and anything that was contrary to what he was saying 
could not be true at the same time. You see, Jesus did not say he was a truth, Jesus did 
not say he was a way, Jesus said he was the truth, he was the way, and he was the life.

You see, when Pilate faced Jesus in that chamber of his home, he asked him, "What is 
truth?" What he should have asked is, "Who is truth?" because the very one who was and 
is and always will be truth was standing right before him. Whether you're a student or an 
adult, every one of us is being asked thousands of times a day to make determination for 
what is truth in our life. Is this story true or is that story true? Is this perspective true or is 
that perspective true? Is this information accurate or is that information accurate? And 
what the world is trying to get you to do is ask, "What is truth?" when what you really 
need to ask is, "Who is truth?" For Jesus Christ said he was the way, he was the truth, he 
was the life and no one comes to the Father but by him which means that all the success 
in the world, all the accolades in the world, all the degrees in the world, as the 
achievements of the world, fall faintly short of knowing Jesus Christ personally as the 
one who is the Savior of our sins and the Lord of our life.

And maybe you're that person today, maybe you're that person who has spent years, 
maybe some of you decades, searching for truth and maybe you've been trying to avoid 
truth and say, "I don't want to have anything to do with research and knowledge and 
information." You can avoid it, you can search it, but if you've been looking for what is 
truth, would today be the day that you ask, "Who is truth?" You see, today can be the 
day, this can be the time where the search can end and the answer can be not just for 
today but for all of eternity.

I want to encourage you just to bow your heads with me and just for a few brief moments
I want you to have just a moment with God. This is that time where it's just you and him. 
Your head is bowed and your eyes are closed, everybody else's is and so is mine. This is 
between you and God. This isn't between you and me or you and your neighbor or you 
and your friend or you and your family, this is between you and God. I'm going to ask 
you a very important question today, the question is: have you come to that place and that
time in your life where you've admitted that you've messed up? You've admitted there's 
nothing you can do to win God's favor and you've believed on the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ alone for your salvation? You see, many of you even here in this place and back 
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home in Opelika and all over the world, are spinning their wheels looking for what the 
truth is when who the truth is, is right before you at this moment. Maybe you're that 
person today, maybe you're that individual who said, "Do you know what? I've heard 
about, I've thought about, I've contemplated, I've even debated this person Jesus, but 
tonight, tonight I'm ready to believe. Tonight I'm ready to embrace that he is the truth for 
me." 

If you're that person today, let me encourage you to just have a conversation with God. 
This is just between you and him. You don't have to have this conversation out loud. You
don't even have to say the same words that I would say but maybe your prayer, maybe 
your conversation with God would go a little something like this, "God, today I want to 
admit what you already know about myself. I'm the problem. I'm the one who's gone the 
wrong direction. I'm the one who's thought the wrong thoughts. Lord, I've been searching
high and I've been searching low and I've come to the place and the point in my life 
where I realize that all of my best efforts and all of my best endeavors and all of my best 
intentions are futile at best. Lord, I believe tonight, I believe today that Jesus Christ alone
is the way, the truth and the life for the world and for me. Lord, I believe that Jesus Christ
loved me so much that he was willing to be born on my behalf. I believe that Jesus Christ 
loved me so much that he was willing to live a sinless life on my behalf. I believe that 
Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was willing to allow himself to be placed on a 
cross on my behalf and three days later he rose from the grave so I could be forgiven and 
I could be saved. God, tonight I know that I don't know all the answers to all the world's 
problems but I do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. In the best way I 
know how, I'm asking you to forgive me, I'm asking you to save me and I just want to 
turn my life over to you." 

Page 11 of 11


