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Setting Goals 

Philippians 2:14-16 

Series:  Joy and Gratitude in Christ 

 

1. Introduction 

a. America is one of the most prosperous nations ever to have existed. 

i. Consequently, except for our very poor, most Americans 

experience a standard of living unparralled in human history.   

ii. Compared to other countries, we are absolutely financially rich. 

b. That being said, we are the most discontented people to ever live.   

i. Adding to the discontent is our fascination with fantasy in 

movies, books, tv, advertising, and etc.   

ii. We are discontented with relationships, jobs, our home, church, 

and the list goes on  

c. We have bought the lie that personal happiness is the goal of life.   

d. Discontent breeds impatience: 

i. Lines, traffic, crowds 

e. All this discontent leads to grumbling and compalianing which as you 

remember our first father, Adam, partook off.  Cain his offspring also 

grumbled and complained.  Moses complained.  Israel complained.   

f. The command is simple: 

i. 1 Corinthians 10:9-11  We must not put Christ to the test, as 

some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,  (10)  nor 

grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 

Destroyer.  (11)  Now these things happened to them as an 

example, but they were written down for our instruction, on 

whom the end of the ages has come. 

g. In reality, every complaint a believer makes is against the Lord and is 

one of the ugliest of sins. Complaining against other believer is 

especially serious, an affront to God, because those believers are His 

children.  When we complain against the leadership or headship 

established by God in our lives, we complain against God himself.   

h. A believer’s failure to willingly, even joyfully, submit to God’s 

providential will is a deep-seated and serious sin for which certain 

disciplining will arise 

 

2. Verse 14 – The Command – Do all things without grumbling or disputing 

a. All things – all relationships, all work, all the commands of Scripture, 

all of God’s will 
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b. Grumbling – Greek gongusmos – guttural, muttering sounds – a 

secret debate within a person; privately complaining (emotional) 

c. Disputing – Greek dialogismos – inner reasoning which develops 

into questioning, doubting, or disputing the truth of a matter.  

(intellectual) 

d. God promises the believer that their lives will not always be beautiful 

and easy but on the contrary, God promises that that our lives are 

often going to be difficult.  In the midst of this fallen world, a 

Christian is to cultivate a life that is grateful and stayed upon God and 

His promises.  Setting our sights on others for the fulfillment of this 

happiness misconception will lead to grumbling and disputing.   

e. Christians are to: 

i. Forsake the many worldly advantages and privilege of our 

former life. We must count what was lost as rubbish (Phil. 3:4-

7). 

ii. Christians must count as a badge of honor our sufferings. 

iii. Every circumstance of life s to be accepted willingly and 

joyfully, without murmuring, complaint, or disappointment, 

much less resentment.   

f. It is always sinful, always, to engage in this type of behavior.  

i.  Philippians 4:11-13  Not that I am speaking of being in need, 

for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  (12)  

I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In 

any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 

plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  (13)  I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me. 

 

3. Verse 15(a) – Reason 1:  For the Believer’s own sake - that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish  

a. Our goal is to be blameless and innocent and the apostle makes the 

argumentation that it is impossible for a grumbling and disputing 

persons to be in such a state before the Lord.   

b. We are to be children of God – imitators of our Holy Father and 

followers of the example of our eldest brother.   

c. Blameless – without defect or blemish 

d. Innocent – unmixed or unadulterated 

e. Without blemish 
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4. Verse 15(b)-16(a) – Reason 2:  For the sake of others - in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 

a. To complain and dispute has the most negative effect on those around 

us, the unsaved.  However, it also affects the children of God and the 

body our Lord in general.   

b. Crooked – what is bent, curved, or twisted.  We cannot give this type 

of example of Christ to those that are living in this type of life.  

i. The world is already unaligned, deviated.  Our example should 

not help them veer of course even more.   

c. We are to shine as ligts in the world – preach and teach.  We are to 

shine. 

d. Holding fast to the word of life – we are to hold to the word of God 

and obey it as we shine.   

 

5. Verse 169b) – Reson 3:  For the sake of pastors - Philippians 2:16  so that in 

the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 

a. I might be proud – Paul, as minister, is anticipating the day of Christ, 

when he could look back and rejoice in the faithfulness of the 

bretheren that he ministered to.  These people could be a source of 

eternal joy   

b. The best thing believers can do for their ministers is to faithfully live 

out the truths of God’s word so that he can say with Paul, I did not run 

in vain or labor in vain.   

 

6. Benediction –  

a. James 5:7-9  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 

being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.  (8)  

You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 

is at hand.  (9)  Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that 

you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 


