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[Sunday, July 10, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 24-29 – Craig 
Thurman 
 
1. The saints of God are not immune to antichrists: 
The saints of God are not immune to the deceptions of antichrists and their 
doctrines.  The churches are not exempt from these feigned brethren coming into 
their membership. The apostle John said that they went out from us.  (1Jn.2.19) 
Our Lord said that these enter not by the door into the sheepfold, but climb up 
some other way … (Jn.10.1) Jude said, they crept in unawares … These are spots in 
your feasts of charity, when they feast with you … (Jude v.4)  Paul said, … I know 
this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. (Acts 20.29, 30) And Peter, But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you … (2Pe.2.1) In 
other words these wicked ones gain access into the churches through illegitimate 
means.  These are without faith in Jesus Christ.   
 

Jude 1:10  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but 
what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves.  (These are not regenerated, quickenened, born again, faith-
converted, spiritually-discerning believers.) 

 
These false professors touched the Old Testament saints very dearly, just as they 
do the saints of the churches of Jesus Christ today in the New Testament. 
 

De 13:1  If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and 
giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 
2  And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, 
saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us 
serve them; 
3  Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer 
of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
 

1Co 11:19  For there must be also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest among you. (The Lord 
proves who the true people of God.) 
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6 ¶  If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the 
wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee 
secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy fathers; 
7  Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto 
thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other 
end of the earth; 
8  Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall 
thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: 

 
2. Clarifying the N.T. Church position 
There were some statements made the last time that perhaps could use a little 
more clarification.  The issue of the Lord’s church is of great importance to me, 
and to most of you.   
 

Eph 3:21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 
 

Now, God will receive the glory for all things.  He will receive the glory from the 
nation of Israel. 
 

Isa 49:3  And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified. 
 

He will receive the glory from all the earth. 
 

Is.40.5  And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
 

Every tongue shall confess to the glory of the Father, Jesus Christ is Lord. 
  

Php 2:11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

 
But He receives a peculiar glory through His churches.  It is this church, the Lord’s 
church, which holds the peculiar witness of Jesus Christ’s person and His work in 
the earth, and no other organization of people.  ‘That’s just so,’ to quote Henry 
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Mahan.  How much more clearly can this truth need to be stated?  The churches 
of the Lord are a covenanted, identifiable, organized group of baptized believers, 
whose purpose is to carry out the Lord’s Great Commission.  The Spirit of God has 
specially descended upon these organized and gathered saints.  After all of the 
Christian programs are stripped away if what we have does not meet this 
prerequisite we just another social organization.  Putting the name Baptist, 
Sovereign, Bethel, Antioch, doesn’t make it so.  Filing for IRS 501C3 tax exemption 
doesn’t make it so.  Calling it ministry, crusade, outreach society, or union doesn’t 
make it so.   
 

Mt 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.  (It’s a starting place.) 

 
The topic of last lesson concerned anointing of the Holy One.  This anointing is 
only upon the Lord’s N.T. churches.  These saints have what believers at large do 
not have.  This letter of 1John, and all of the N.T. for that matter, is written, if not 
directly to a church, has a church or churches in mind.   The gospels, Acts, 
Hebrews, the pastoral letters, the epistles of Peter, James, John and Jude all have 
statements in them which can only be understood in a church context.  For 
example:  

 
The gospels are the record of the earthly ministry of our Lord with the 
church that He built. 
 
The book of Acts is a record of the the first century churches. 
  
The pastoral letters teach God-called men how to conduct themselves in 
and minister to a church:   
1Ti.3.15 … that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the house of god, which is the church of the lving God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth. 
 
The Jewish saints of the churches in the book of Hebrews are taught that 
Jesus Christ is all that the Old Covenant pointed to, and they should 
continue in the New Coveant with the churches: … forsake not the 
assembling, synagoguing, of yourselves together. I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 
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Ja.2.2 … Similarly James wrote to the twelve tribes: if there come into your 
assembly, the Greek for synagogue, which speaks of the gathering of a 
church, assumes they had been constituted into a number of the Lord’s 
churches in those regions.  He tells them further to … 5.15 … Is any sick 
among you? Let him call for the elders of the church. 
 
1Pe. … He wrote to stangers, who were very likely Jews and Gentiles, 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  
Strangers in what way?  In that he had never met them face to face.  See 
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently. (1Pe.1.22)  How is that 
possible if these had not become associated and congregated in some way 
into churches? Each of these places were a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood … (2.5) … a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people (v.9); The elders which are among you I exhort … 
(1Pe.5.1) Demands the acknowledgment that he is writing to the various 
church located in these places.  Doesn’t it? 
 
2Pe. … But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you … they shall make merchandise of you; 
you who?  How is is it possible for a false teacher to come among believers 
at large?  It is isn’t possible.  But they could come among the membership 
of identifiable N.T. churches. 
  
3Jn. … I wrote to the church 
 
Jude … These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you … 
That isn’t possible unless those to whom Jude wrote were a N.T. church. 

 
But if I were to give you one text upon which I would hang my strong conviction 
for the local church doctrine it would be this: 
 

1Ti 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth. 
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Consider this: a letter cannot be written to no one in particular. John wrote his 
letters to someone in particular.  All of these letters have a church in mind or 
address church-related people. 
  

1Jo 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, 
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

 
What does this text say?  It says that antichrists had come into something of 
which John and these brethren were a part.  It tells me that they both had 
experienced these false teachers. John says, if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us.  How does someone continue with something 
unless it is something?  We cannot continue with believers at large? Outside of a 
church context it is impossible to understand correctly or to be able to applied as 
it is written.   
  
3.  What is this anointing?   
 

o Anointing is to special service for those who have come into the office as 
kings and priests of God. (kings: Re.1.6, these are those, and only those of 
the seven churches; 2Ti2.12; Re.20.4, kings reign; 1Co.6.3, kings judge; 
He.12.28, receive a kingdom; priests: 1Pe,2,9, a royal priesthood; Ro.12.1; 
He.11.4; 13.15, render service, worship, and offer sacrifices)  
 

o Anointing of the Holy One leads, teaches and confirms the saints in His 
most holy Word. (Jn.14.16.13, guide; 26, teach; Is.11.2, 3, rest.) And finally,  
 

o Anointing of the Holy, preserves the saints from deceivers and their 
deceptive doctrines. 

 
We read in 1Jn.2.20, … and ye know all things. And today we shall read, 
1Jn.2.27, … the same anointing teacheth you all things … and hath taught you 
…  1Jo 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 
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It is not human intellect which leads into the great truths of Christ any more than 
it will be human intellect which shall preserve us from deception.  Listen, very 
intelligent men have been and are being deceived by the heresies of evolution 
and climate change, and they will believe lies.  The natural man is no match for 
Satan.  (Ge.3.1, subtle; 2Co.11.3, beguiles … through his subtility) The world is 
blinded by him and kept in darkness 2Co.4.4, … lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  And if the saints are 
warned against Satan’s deceptive schemes to destroy their lives for Christ 
(Eph.6.11; 1Pe.5.8-10); how can believers who stand apart from the churches of 
Christ fare? (1Pe.4.18)   Brethren, how we are dependent upon the power of God 
not only to save us, but to preserve, guard, as His prisoners within the fortified 
wall of His N.T. church, in Christ Jesus. 
 

2Th 3: 1 ¶  Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: 
2  And that we may be delivered  
 

r[usqw?men, 1ppl. aor. sub. pass. of r[u<omai,(Ro.15.31; 2Ti.3.11; 4.17, 

18) always out of great danger and trouble.   
 
from unreasonable  
 

a]to<pwn, gen. pl. of a@topoj, a] negative particle +  topo<j, place; 

KJV,  amiss, harm, unreasonable; so men that comparatively are 
unusual, rather than what would be a normal expectation from men; 
marg. absurd.  

 
and wicked (ponhrw?n, evil) men: for all men have not faith. (Lit. some men 

react with more absurdity, and thus beyond the norm when confronted 
with the the gospel of Jesus Christ.  ‘the faith is not for everyone’: ou] ga>r 

pa<ntwn h[ pi<stij) 

3  But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep  
 

fula<cei, root fula<ssw; as a guard would a prisoner place under 

his authority.  
 

you from evil. 
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Jude 1:24  Now unto him that is able to keep (fula<cai) you from falling, 

and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy, 
25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen. 

 
Such preservation demands the power and wisdom of the Spirit of God.  The 
Lord’s presence with the saints enables them to compare spiritual things with 
spiritual and come to a correct conclusion in the Word of truth, which things 
those outside of the churches, although they might have truly believed in Christ, 
cannot do. (1Co.2.10-15) My remarks might offends some, but my duty is to point 
souls to Christ, His Word, and His church; to prepare them for eternity.  This is the 
record which I see as a thread that is sown through all of the N.T.:  Eph 3:21  Unto 
him (God) be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end. Amen. 
  
John said this, ye know all things. This is a fruit or result of the anointing.  All what 
are those things?  You know the truth. (2.21) You know Jesus is the Christ of God. 
(2.22) You know a liar from a true professor of Christ. You know an antichrist 
when you hear him. (2.22, 23)  How is this possible?  Because we are, a His 
church, the place of the habitation of the Spirit of God.  
 

Eph 2:22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. 

 
He is specially in this blessed place and upon these blessed people which is the 
church that Jesus built. (Mt.16.18) By abiding in the doctrine of Christ (2.6, in 
Him), and in his Word (2.14) the Spirit of God will preserved us from all of those 
who will lead away from Christ with their errors. 
 
The text today again begins with the topic of abiding.  As we said in the 
introductory remarks to this epistle, the apostle John uses this verb, me<nw, more 

than any other writer of the N.T combined.  (referring to the gospel of John, I, II, 
IIIJohn, & Revelation)  Interestingly enough, we will not find in John’s writings the 
use of the words, which are translated endure or patence, u]pome<nw, and 

u[pomonh<,  until we come to the book or Revelation.  These are Greek compounds 



1John Series 

8 
 

of u[po under +  me<nw to abide.  They carry the idea of abiding while under 

something that would move us to do otherwise.  So, abiding is to continue; 
patience is to continue under.  Very closely related words. 
 
All things considered, have we faith in Christ?  Was there a time when we 
understood that God the Father sent His only begotten Son into the word for me?  
For the first time in my life I understood the message of Jesus Christ.  He is not 
just a man who was a great man.  He did not come to show me a good example 
how that I might save myself.  The God the Father sent the eternal Son into 
human flesh to save sinners, sinners who otherwise would have perished and 
suffered the eternal vengeance of His justice for sin.  If we have come to know 
Him in this way, have we since then followed His very next commandment to be 
baptized? If so, since then have we come into the fellowship of a N.T. church? If 
so, since then have we been walking with Him by faith day by day, moment by 
moment? It is these persons, and these alone, that have the anointing of the 
Spirit of God dedicating them to service as kings and priests of God.  It isn’t faith 
alone, it isn’t baptism alone, it isn’t church membership alone, it is all of these 
plus a faithful walk with Him.  These are those who are dedicated by the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit to serve in this special capacity.  There will be plenty of 
unbaptized believers, plenty of baptize believers, and plenty of church members 
who will be unprepared for the coming of Jesus Christ.  Let us not be of that 
number.  Be ready and watching. 
  
Read 1Jo.2.24-29 
24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning.  

 
This is the second of seven imperatives in the book of 1John. (2.15; 2.28) 
The only way a 3ps. imperative can be stated in the English language.  
Otherwise it would have to read, It abide in you … 
 

let that abide, μενέτω, 3ps. pres. imper. of me<nw; KJV, the five terms 

to define this are: abide, remain, tarry, dwell, continue. 
 

ye have heard, ἠκούσατε, 2ppl., aor., ind., act. of a]kou<w, to hear; is 

used 24 times in the N.T.: KJV, have heard (20); did … hear (1), had 
heard (1), heard (3); this is found in 1Jn.2.7, 18, 24 (2); 3.11. 
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The question to ask at this text is: What is the message that these saints of 
God heard from the beginning?  It is the essential truth in which they are 
commanded to abide, continue, dwell, tarry, or remain.  The message is 
that Jesus Christ is that eternal life which was with the Father … (1Jn.1.2)  
This is that truth which everyone that came to faith in Christ must have 
understood or else the profession is a lie.   
 

1Jo 4:3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof 
ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world. 
 
2Jo 1:9  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 
both the Father and the Son. 

 
The way this is worded, it is to abide in you. 
  
First, this assumes that they first must have possessed this truth as their 
own before they could abide in it.  Let that therefore abide in you … Let that 
doctrine of Christ, on account of the deniers and liars, remain in you.   
 
Second, the doctrine Jesus Christ isn’t true because we believe it and abide 
in it.  It is true because it is the record of God concerning his Son. 
 

Joh 7:16  Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me. 
17  If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 
 
1Jo 5:10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 

 
Whether or not we, or any others, believe or abide in this peculiar, singular, 
divisive doctrine, it is true.  This isn’t a Baptist truth.  It is God’s truth for all 
the people of God.  There isn’t a truth for Islam and a truth for Christians.  
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There isn’t a truth for Catholics and a truth for Protestants.  There is one 
truth.  All of those who believe in God and love Him believe this truth and 
ought to abide in it.  Many believe a lie and believe it is the truth, so they 
have been deceived. 
 

De 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are 
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

 
If this truth of Christ abides in us and we continue in it then the church will 
promote it.  The clearest testimony of Jesus Christ is found in His churches. 
In this covenanted relationship we have the anointing, and we have 
genuine fellowship with the Son and the Father. (1Jn.1.7)  Listen, I cannot 
explain all that is going on in Christendom.  I can only explain what I see in 
the Word of God.  This is the conclusion that I have been led to draw from 
the Word of God. 
 

Martin Luther said, ‘… let him who cannot understand the dark abide 
in the light.’ 

 
Far too many that profess faith in Christ will not come into the Lord’s N.T. 
church, in spite of the clear teachings of the Word of God concerning it, 
because they can’t explain the rest of Christendom.  Abel was narrow, 
divisive, and exclusive when he sacrificed the firstlings and best of his flock. 
Why?  Because what he did said that this all that God will have.  And Cain 
hated him for it. Noah was a narrow, divisive, and exclusive when he built 
the ark.  Why?  Because what he did said that the only way to be delivered 
from judgment is to come into the ark.  And they all perished who 
remained outside.  Israel was a narrow, divisive, exclusive nation when they 
built their tabernacle and temple.  Why?  Because it said to all the other 
nations that their was the only true God, and that He can only be 
approached in this way.  And every believer who will come into the N.T. 
church is narrow, divisive and exclusive because it says to all others, we 
specially serve Jesus Christ as His priests and kings.  A special people we are 
to the Lord our God.  But it is right and best for us because it is the will of 
God for all of His people. 
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The saints cannot deny Christ come in the flesh.  They cannot transgress 
this doctrine.  But they may not abide in it as they should; they might not 
know it like they ought.  For this they become susceptible to error.  There 
are those who by cunning craftiness wrest the Word of God.  By the very 
fact that we are commanded to abide in this doctrine we perceive a 
warning.   
  

Eph 4:14  That we 
 

The saints (v.12), who are to be brought unto the unity 
(fitness; restoration; proficiency, furnishing) of the faith and 
knowledge of the Son of God …  It is not that the faith needs 
restoration.  It is we who need restoration to the faith. 
 

unity, kata<rtismon, acc. sing., kata< down, according 

+  a]rti<zw, if related to , B-D-A-G Lexicon, proficient, 

capable, complete, 2Ti.3.17, That the man of God may 
be perfect …by what … All Scripture  (v.16); Mt.4.21 as 
fishermen who mend their nets;  Lk.6.20, a disciple that 
is perfect shall be as his master (but never above); 
Ro.9.22, vessel fitted to destruction; 1Co.1.10, perfectly 
joined together; Gal.6.1, restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; comp. e]carti<zw, Acts 21.5, accomplished; 

2Ti.3.17, thoroughly furnished.  (cf. to John Owen, vol. 
4, p.497, 498 for a profound exposition of this text.) 
 

That faith which is true is a faith that is sound. 
 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive … 
 
2Pe 2:2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom  
 

Or, by whom, Heb. 6.7, di]  o!uj.  
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the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth 
not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 
… 
3.17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own stedfastness. 
18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Don’t be like the Galatians who began well, and then fell away from the 
truths of the Word of God. 
 

Ga 5:7  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey 
the truth? 
8  This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. 
9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
10  I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none 
otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, 
whosoever he be. 
 

To cease from continuing in this precious doctrine of Christ must result in 
the loss of our blessed anointing of the Holy One. The anointing abides with 
each of them as they continue with Christ and in His doctrine. While the 
Holy Spirit has descended upon each of the members of that first church at 
Jerusalem, by the Word of God, we know that is it was because they had 
become corporately identified with Christ’s church.   
 

Ac 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. 

 
While one member may fall from the stedfastness of the faith, the church 
may continue.  But if the error with which one member has become 
leavened continue the whole may become leavened to such an extent that 
it could lose it anointing altogether.  What once was a living organism is but 
a dead shell.  (1Co.5.6) 
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Ephesus: 
Re 2:5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
 
Sardis: 
Re 3:2  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 
3  Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold 
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee 
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 
 
Laodicea:  
Re 3:19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent. 
 

Every church, no matter how faithful they might be walks by faith and is 
always susceptible to apostasy.  To remain and be preserved is to keep 
watch; don’t let things slip.   
 

Philadelphia: 
Re 3:11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown. 

 
This church to which John wrote was abiding in the truth.  The Spirit of God 
was leading, teaching and confirming them in Christ.  And by this they were 
preserved from error. 
  

1Jo 2:27  But the anointing which ye have received of him [the Holy 
One] abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as 
the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no 
lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide [positively] in him. 
 

menei?te, 2ppl. fut. ind. of , me<nw. 
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                                                                                      μείνῃ,  
If that which ye have heard from the beginning   shall   remain in you,  
                                                                                      should, 3ps. aor. subj. 
 

The anointing should remain in them.  Here we have the if-and condition.  If 
the precious truths of the Person and doctrine of Christ continue in us … 
 

you have heard, ἠκούσατε, 2ppl., aor., ind., act. of a]kou<w, to hear; is 

used 24 times in the N.T.: KJV, have heard (20); did … hear (1), had 
heard (1), heard (3); this is found in 1Jn.2.7, 18, 24 (2); 3.11. 
 
shall remain, μείνῃ, 3ps. aor. subj. of me<nw; should abide (Online 

Bible, Larry Pierce) 
 
                        μενεῖτε 
ye also     shall          continue in the Son, and in the Father. 
                       positively         
 

shall continue, μενεῖτε, 2ppl. fut. ind. of me<nw; vs. 27, ye shall abide. 

 
In what way should we continue in the Son, and in the Father … in the way 
fellowship. (1Jn.1.7) Us with Him, and He with us. 
 

Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he 
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with par] him. 

 
This is an essential doctrine to living by faith.  It is here that the genuiness 
of the Christian’s true identity becomes clearest, and the church’s witness 
shines brightest.  It is here in His church and in His doctrine where there is 
discernable, true, verifiable fellowship with God.  Outside of this, whatever 
men may say, well-meaning believers may claim, it cannot be told with such 
clarity and certainty.  But be assured of this: to fail to continue in this 
primary doctrine is to lose the only fellowship, not salvation, that can be 
had with God. 
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24 Ὑμεῖς οὖν ὃ ἠκούσατε ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς, ἐν ὑμῖν μενέτω ἐὰν ἐν ὑμῖν μείνῃ ὃ ἀπ᾽ 
ἀρχῆς ἠκούσατε, καὶ ὑμεῖς ἐν τῷ υἱῷ καὶ ἐν τῷ πατρὶ μενεῖτε 
 

25  And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 
 

promise, ἐπαγγελία, noun; KJV, message (1), promise (52);  
 

It is difficult to say whether the 3ps. masc. pronoun he refers to the Father 
or the Son.   
 
Brethren, as much as we have read of walking in the light, abiding in Him, 
having the anointing upon us, all of which express conditions through which 
things we receive great blessings, one thing is certain: eternal life is 
unconditional.  It isn’t stipulated; it isn’t conditional.  The elect of God shall 
positively, every single one of them, have eternal life.  Eternal life is not life 
that comes and goes.  It is not given and reclaimed based on anything 
about us.  Eternal life is of the free grace of God.  (1Pe.3.7, grace of life)   
 

Ro 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
We can read this letter of 1John to say, all of these things considered, we 
have the promise of eternal life.  We cannot lose that life which was a free 
gift of God.  He give it and He promises it.  We are reassured of the 
guarantee of eternal life.  Given where this text of 1Jo.2.25 falls, that we 
may or may not abide as we ought in the doctrine of Christ, and as 
detrimental as it is to our faith, yet we are still his; this runs parallel to 
Paul’s words in the second letter to Timothy … he abides faithful. 
 

2Ti.12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he 
also will deny us: 
13  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 
 

By the Word of God, given the worst of the worst that we may do in our 
lives, we’re His.  Our eternal life doesn’t hang in the balance of works. 
(Eph.2.8, 9, we are saved by grace) Never has and never will.  All of the 
elect shall be positively saved.  Nothing in all of heaven and earth can 
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change that; not even the worst things that we might do.  (Ro.8.33, For I am 
persuaded that … nothing … shall separate me from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord; 9.3, For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ …)  We might not think it so; we might not feel like it; we don’t 
deserve it; but we cannot cease to be elect of the Father given to Christ 
Jesus. (Eph.1.4)  
 

Jn.8.39  And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. 
40  And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 

 
There is no breech between the will of the Father and of the Son 
concerning the elect.  The father gave them to the Son.  He sent His Son to 
redeem them.  All of them shall believe on Him, and receive eternal life. 
And the Son shall raise them up at the last day.  Do you see an condition?  
Is there an exception?  There isn’t.  Our election was not based upon any 
forseen good or evil. (Ro.9.11) His election is of grace.  It is called, the 
election of grace. (Ro.11.5) Brethren, His elect cannot deny the Person and 
the truth of Christ Jesus the Lord. 
 
Someone reading or hearing this message might suppose that believers in 
Christ can live as they will; do whatever they want without any fear of 
reprisal.  They would be wrong to make such a conclusion.  The people of 
God are chastened of the Lord.  If need be He will take them from this life 
for behavior which crosses the threshold which God sets for each soul.  We 
are not free to live and do as we choose.  But we are free to live for Christ 
to the glory of God, which those without Christ cannot do.  

 
25 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ ἐπαγγελία, ἣν αὐτὸς ἐπηγγείλατο ἡμῖν, τὴν ζωὴν τὴν 
αἰώνιον 

 
Verse 26 sums up what has been said from verses 18-25. 
            Ταῦτα           ἔγραψα             ὑμῖν          περὶ          τῶν πλανώντων     ὑμᾶς 
26  These things  have I written  unto you  concerning  them that seduce    you. 
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               I wrote of these things to you        concerning    those seducing      you. 
 

that seduce, πλανώντων, gen. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of plano<w; 

KJV, to go astray, deceive, err, seduce; this noun is found in the part. 
pres. act. form 5 times. 
 

2Ti 3:13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving πλανωντες, and being deceived. 
 
Heb 3:10  Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and 
said, They do alway err πλανωνται in their heart; and they 
have not known my ways. 
 
1Jo 2:26  These things have I written unto you concerning them 
that seduce πλανώντων you. 
 
Re 12:9  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth πλανων the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast 
out with him. 
 
Re 20:10  And the devil that deceived πλανων them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 

 
The work of deception, here termed seduction, continues.  Until Christ our 
Lord comes Satan’s work through these persons will not cease seducing.  
(Participle present) There is never a time when we are not to be vigilant, 
wakeful, watching, Being ware.  We must continue this sojourn with the 
whole armour of God. We cannot afford to become complacent with less 
than a daily supply of heavenly manna, the Word of God. 
 

Song, Day by Day,  
Lina Sandell Bert (1832-1903),  

translated by Andrew L. Skoog, (1856-1934) 
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‘Day by day and with each passing moment, strength I find to meet 
my trials here; 
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or 
for fear. 
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure gives unto each day what 
He deems best – 
Lovingly, it’s part of pain and pleasure; mingling toil with peace and 
rest. 
 
Every day the Lord Himself is near me with a special mercy for each 
hour; 
All my cares He fain would bear, and cheer me, He whose name is 
Counsellor and Power. 
The protection of His child and treasure is a charge that on Himself 
He laid; 
“As thy days, thy strength shall be in measure,” this the pledge to me 
He made. 
 
Help me then in every tribulation so to trust Thy promises, O Lord, 
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation offered me within Thy holy 
Word. 
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, Ever to take, as from a 
father’s hand, 
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, Till I reach the promised 
land.’ 

 
Keep the truth of God’s Word or we shall slip, a little here and a little there, 
and fall prey to error that we thought were never possible. 
 

Ps.17.4  Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have 
kept me from the paths of the destroyer. 
5  Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. 
 
Heb 2:1  Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
 



1John Series 

19 
 

pararuw?men, 1ppl. aor. subj. of parar]r[e<w, para< near, 

beside +  re<w to speak[?]; due to neglect, lack of diligence the 

word of truth drifts away. 
 

The natural course of things in this life is such that without continual 
activity truth diminishes. 
 

‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good 
men to do nothing.’ Edmund Burke, January 12, 1729 – July 9, 
1797) 

 
26 Ταῦτα ἔγραψα ὑμῖν περὶ τῶν πλανώντων ὑμᾶς 

 
                 τὸ χρίσμα                                              ἀπ᾽ αὐτοῦ 
27  But the anointing which ye have received of     him      
 

have received, ἐλάβετε, 2ppl. aor. ind. act. of lamba<nw, to receive; 

Mt.10.8; Acts 19.2; Ro.8.15 (twice); 2Co. 11.4; 1Jn.2.27, have 
received; 16.8 have brought; Mt.16.9, 10, took up; Gal.3.2; Col.4.10, 
received. 

 
The very idea could be conveyed like this (in light of Mt.16.9, 10, where the 
disciple took up baskets of food that remained after the miracle of Jesus 
feeding thousands with a couple of loaves and fish); that this anointing 
which ye took up since Christ … and coming into this relationship with His 
body, the church … 

 
abideth                       in you,  
continues, remains, 
tarrys, dwells 
 

abideth, me<nei, 3ps., pres., ind. of me<nw, to abide, remain, dwell, 

continue, tarry;  John uses this verb, 12 times in this epistle (1Jn.2.10, 
14, 17, 27; 3.9 14, 17, 24 [2], 4.12, 15, 16) 

 
The Spirit of God came upon the tabernacle.  He came upon our Lord.  He 
came upon the prophets, priests, and kings of old.  He came upon the 



1John Series 

20 
 

church.  And of those which constitutes the church he remains upon those 
who are faithful. 
 

and ye need not that any [man]          teach you:  
                                                       should 
 

διδάσκῃ, 3ps, pres. subj. act. of dida<skw, to teach; KJV, always 

translated with the English word, teach. 
 

The children of God are not left to themselves and dependent upon others 
to teach them the truths of God’s Word.  If we will walk with Christ, in the 
place of Christ, having the anointing of the Spirit of God upon us, we can 
prove every man’s claims whether they are of God or not.  
 

Isa 8:20  To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 

 
Brother King and I are looking at the 1644 and 1646 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith.  We could adopt this as our own statement of faith.  
How can we account for such a standardized faith between us and them 
after the passing of 372 years?  Is it because of the Baptists denomination?  
Have we been guided and compelled to maintain this doctrine because we 
were part of a Baptist denomination?  That could be true for some Baptists, 
but that is not true for those who are truly independent Baptists churches. 
What can we attribute to this great conformity of doctrine?  The only 
answer is the Spirit of God with us, not only as believers in Christ, but 
specially upon us, being His N.T. church.  All who will follow Christ in His 
church can be taught of God.  The truth of God is not of private 
interpretation. 
 

2Pe.1.20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation. 
21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  
 

The Word of God itself was not brought to us by any one man, and what 
these men wrote agrees together and witnesses one harmonious record of 
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the truth of God without contradiction.  If pastors and teachers of God’s 
Word will keep to their duty to preach the Word, if the saints will continue 
in it we shall all continue to grow by Him and in Him. 
  
Pastors are to be apt to teach and instruct those which oppose themselves. 
(1Ti.3.2; 2Ti.2.24, 25) They are to preach God’s Word whether it is 
convenient or not.   
 

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

 
They are to give forth the Word with clarity.   
 

Ne 8:8  So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
 

So they proclaimed clearly [or distinctly] in the book of the law 
of God, and gave the interpretation [or their discernment], and 
caused them to understand the proclamation. (?) 

 
But they cannot impress the vital truths of God upon the hearts of men.  
Only the Spirit of God does that.  Every child of God without exception 
depends on the Spirit’s presence in the church to teach them, if they will 
learn biblical truth.   
 

Joh 6:45  It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of 
God.  
 

Not some, but all! 
 

Every man therefore that hath heard,  
 

That is, has received the gift of hearing in regeneration.  
 

and hath learned of the Father,  
 

How God so loved the world by sending His only begotten Son. 
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cometh unto me. 

                                                            περὶ 
but as the same anointing teacheth you  of  all things, and is truth, and is no lie,  
                                                                  concerning 
 

διδάσκει, 3ps. (he, she, it), pres. ind. act., anointing teaches … 
 
1.5  God is light and in Him is not darkness at all. 
2.21 No lie is of the truth. 

 
Did you notice that it is clear, consistent, harmonious truth.  It isn’t mixed 
with error.  That mixed message is precisely what we see in Christendom.  
Why?  They would rather have their own doctrine, their own Bible, their 
own program, their way, and not Christ’s.  Get in a N.T. church and learn of 
Him His Way. 

                                                                μενεῖτε                   ἐν αὐτῷ 
and even as it hath taught you,   ye shall          abide      in  him. 
                                                                     positively 
 

it hath taught, ἐδίδαξεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. referring to anointing. 
 
ye shall abide, μενεῖτε; 2ppl. fut. ind.; vs.24, shall continue; 
positively continue. 
 

The value of the past fact that they have been taught of God to this time is 
priceless. We are kept in the Word of truth as we remain teachable.   
 

Pr 9:9  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach 
a just man, and he will increase in learning. 

 
When once we fail to hear that which keeps us walking in the light we begin 
to dim in our faith, and the gradual apostasy begins. 
 

2Ti.4.2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
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3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; 
4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. 
5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

 
27 καὶ ὑμεῖς τὸ χρίσμα ὃ ἐλάβετε ἀπ᾽ αὐτοῦ, ἐν ὑμῖν μένει, καὶ οὐ χρείαν 
ἔχετε ἵνα τὶς διδάσκῃ ὑμᾶς ἀλλ᾽ ὡς τὸ αὐτὸ χρίσμα διδάσκει ὑμᾶς περὶ 
πάντων, καὶ ἀληθές ἐστιν, καὶ οὐκ ἔστιν ψεῦδος Καὶ καθὼς ἐδίδαξεν ὑμᾶς, 
μενεῖτε ἐν αὐτῷ 

 
28 ¶  And now, little children, abide in him;  

 
The third of seven imperatives (2.24; 3.7) 
 

abide, μένετε, 2ps, pres., imper. of me<nw; continue, tarry, dwell, 

remain, abide. 
 

The emphasis has been that the doctrine abide in us.  Now, abide in Him.  
Doctrine matters, but how we hold that doctrine is very telling.  Let us hold 
the doctrine of Christ with the Spirit of Christ. 
 
Concerning the term, little children, our Lord Jesus is the first to address his 
disciples as such, and does so only this once.   
 

Joh 13:33  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek 
me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so 
now I say to you. 

 
Yes, these were men that were certainly not children, and were likely young 
men in the 20’s or 30’s.  We will not allow that to affect the interpretation 
of our present text.  We simply mean to note this fact, that Jesus is the first 
to apply the term. 
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Next, the apostle Paul directs this same expression to the Galatians.  Here, 
this term applies to every Christian, without regard to age, of the 
congregation of the church located somewhere in Galatia. 
 

Gal.19 ¶  My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you, 
20  I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I 
stand in doubt of you. 

 
Finally, John’s use of this term little children, is both literal and figurative.  
With the use of this term he addresses the individual young children in 
Christ and the whole body of saints regardless of their age.   
 
It is my opinion that John writes as an aged, elder brother in Christ to all of 
those who are under his care as a father would to his own little ones. 
(3Jn.1, the elder)  By the time of this letter he is very likely the last of the 
apostles.  He writes in 2.18 that it is the last time (e]sxa<th w!ra e]sti<,lit. it 

is the last hour), deep into a time of  increasing spiritual darkness.  He notes 
an alarming increase of antichrists against which he by the Holy Spirit, 
writes to preserve the saints’ walk in the truth and in the light.  According 
to history all of the other apostles had died a martyr’s death.  As the last of 
the apostles it seems appropriate that he be the one who employed this 
term almost exclusively.  As he employed the use of the imperative seven 
times, so he applies the term, little children (note the Greek, tekni<a; 2.18 is 

not tekni<a, but paidi<a), as often.  If we followed this term through this 

epistle we would find the very outline of the letter.  Notice: My little 
children we ought not to sin; your sins are forgiven; it is the last time 
(hour); abide in him; let no man deceive you; let us love in deed and in 
truth; ye are of God; keep yourselves from idols. 
  

tekni<a, vocative plural: 

1Jn.2.1,  My little children … sin not; we ought not to sin. 
1Jn.2.12, I write to you, little children, because your sins are 

forgiven you 
1Jn.2.28,  little children, abide in him;  
1Jn.3.7,  Little children, let no man deceive you  
1Jn.3.18,  My little children, let us … love … in deed and in truth 
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1Jn.4.4,  Ye are of God, little children  
1Jn.5.21,  Little children, keep yourselves from idols 

 
 ἵνα                   ὅταν       φανερωθῇ 
that,                when   he shall appear,  
so that,                            should              in that unspecified day and hour 
in order that, 
 

shall appear, φανερωθῇ, 3ps. aor. subj. pass. of fanero<w; shall be 

manifested, when he shall be showed, when he shall appear; J. P. 
Green Sr. Interlinear Bible, ‘revealed.’ 
 

Shall appear in what way?  Returning from where he had gone.   
 

Ac 1:11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 
Now at the right hand of the Father in glory, in a day and at an hour that 
none but the Father (Mk.13.32) knows Jesus Christ shall descend from 
heaven to earth again.   
 

1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. 

 
We are to be prepared for his return.  His coming is yet before us.  There’ll 
be no secret coming.  The whole world will know when Jesus comes. 
 

Mt 24:26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the 
desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it 
not. 
27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto 
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
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     ἔχωμεν      παῤῥησίαν,    καὶ            μὴ  αἰσχυνθῶμεν    ἀπ᾽  αὐτοῦ 
we may     have confidence, and           not  be ashamed  before him  
     might               boldness                           should (1ppl. aor. subj. pass) 
 

we may have, ἔχωμεν, 1ppl. pres. subj. of , I have; 
 
confidence, παῤῥησίαν, acc. sing. of par]r[his<a; KJV, open, bold, 

plain, free, confidence. 
 

1Jn.3.18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall 
assure our hearts before him. 
20 ¶  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things. 
21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God. 
 

be ashamed, αἰσχυνθῶμεν, 1ppl. aor. subj. pass. of ai]sxu<nomai; 

always translated with the English word shame. 
 

What child is there who, knowing that their father has given them their 
duties for the day, and has completed them as expected, isn’t confident 
and expectant for the return of his father?  It is the child who knows that he 
has not done the will of his father which shrinks from the return of their 
father.  
 

ἐν τῇ παρουσίᾳ αὐτοῦ 
at his coming. 
in 

coming, παρουσίᾳ, dat. sing. of parousi<a, para< near, beside +  

ou]sia, substance, derived from ei]mi<, I am; the drawing near of the 

substance of Christ;   
 

To have confidence in Christ at His coming we are to abide in Him. 
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28 καὶ νῦν, τεκνία, μένετε ἐν αὐτῷ, ἵνα ὅταν φανερωθῇ, ἔχωμεν 
παῤῥησίαν, καὶ μὴ αἰσχυνθῶμεν ἀπ᾽ αὐτοῦ, ἐν τῇ παρουσίᾳ αὐτοῦ 
 

     ἐὰν   εἰδῆτε    ὅτι    δίκαιός ἐστιν 
29  If   ye know  that  he is righteous,  
 

ει ]δη ?τε, 2ppl., subj., to perceive, know, understand; more than only 

the natural knowledge and natural sight; it is the most spiritual 
reality of the knowledge of God; ει]δη ?τε, is found 6 times in the N.T., 

Mt. 9.6, that ye may know that the Son of man; Mk.2.10, that ye may 
know that the Son of man; Lk. 5.24, that ye may know that the Son of 
man; Eph.6.21, that ye also may know my affairs; 1Jn.2.29, If ye 
know  that he is righteous; 1Jn.5.13, that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life. 

 
γινώσκετε      ὅτι   πᾶς             ὁ ποιῶν   τὴν δικαιοσύνην,   ἐξ αὐτοῦ γεγένηται 
 ye know        that every one that doeth     righteousness          is born of him. 
Or, Know ye 
 

ye know, γινώσκετε, this can be either of two ways: 2ppl. pres. ind. 
act, or 2ppl. pres. imper. act. of ginw<skw, to know; 

 
Is born of him: As a 2ppl. pres. ind this would be a simple statement of fact.  
Because Jesus Christ is righteous we should expect that everyone that is 
born of him would do the same. 

 
Is born of him: as a 2ppl. pres. imper. the command would be to discern 
those who are born of God by their works. (cf. also 1Jn.4.2)  The context 
then, would lead us to suspect, not necessarily that it is true, that all who 
live disobediently havn’t eternal life.  But those who do righteously, do as 
the Lord commands are known to be His beyond question. 
 
Paul makes such a bold statement of some whose faith proved beyond 
question that they were written in the Book of life. 

 



1John Series 

28 
 

Php 4:3  And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women 
which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with 
other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. 

 
is born, gege<nnhtai, 3ps, perf. ind. pass. of genna<w, to be born; 

this tense of the verb is found 5 times in the N.T.: Gal.4.23, was born; 
1Jn.2.29; 3.9 the second use; 4.7; 5.1, the first use, is born; note the 
passive, and the completed action of the birth. 

 
The major principle of Scripture is life before fruit.  Doing righteousness 
does not bring life, but reveals life.  Righteousness is a product, or a fruit of 
the new birth. It cannot be otherwise.  The religionists are fatally flawed on 
this point. 
 
What are the major points of 1Jn.18-29? We have an anointing and we 
know the truth as it relates to Christ’s person and His doctrine.  These who 
deviate from Christ and His doctrine are liars and deniars.  Continue in the 
truth is to continue in the fellowship of the Son and the Father. (1Jn2.24)  
Continuing in him brings confidence at the prospect His coming.  Why?  It is 
because only those who are born of God can abide in Him (do 
righteousness as He is righteous. 
  
Those who have life can and should do right, and those who do not have 
life cannot; that antichrists  haven’t life.  (1Jn.2.22)  The most simple act of 
righteousness which demonstrates that eternal life is resident within a 
believer is the profession that Jesus Christ, God’s Son came into the world 
to save me, a sinner.  We will believe that He was born of a virgin, dwelt 
among men, suffered great trial without sin, hanged upon a tree bearing 
my punishment for sin to God; died in my place, raised for my justification, 
and is seated at the Father’s right hand, awaiting the command to come 
again as King of kings and Lord of lords.  

 
All of those who live for Christ are known to be of Him.  It is difficult to 
discern eternal life in those who live like the world; whose music is the 
world’s, whose entertainment is of the world, whose friends are of the 
world.  It doesn’t mean that they don’t have life, but the life of Christ 
becomes obscured.  But antichrists are discernable, regardless of their 
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religious exercise, by their confession.  Live as they will, it is a eternally 
reprobate which deny Christ Jesus come in the flesh. 

 
29 ἐὰν εἰδῆτε ὅτι δίκαιός ἐστιν, γινώσκετε ὅτι πᾶς ὁ ποιῶν τὴν 
δικαιοσύνην, ἐξ αὐτοῦ gege<nnhtai 

 


