
BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
THE RIGHT STUFF (WHAT IT TAKES)

NEHEMIAH 6:15; 7; 8

INTRODUCTION 
The wall was completed! The task was finally finished! 

Some would say that it was time to relax and take it easy! 
Some would say it is time to have a party and celebrate! 

However, we don't see that happening as we might normally expect.  Why?

If care was not taken, if the guard was let down, if the watchman left his post,
the enemy might bring down all that which had taken so much labor to build!

Remember, the walls came down the first time because of the disobedience of
the children of Israel:
1. Some Had The Wrong Attitude —“We are God's children and he

won’t let anything bad happen to us.”

2. Some Had The Wrong Action — They continued in their sin and the
enemy ransacked the city and took them away captive. (Note: The Lord
gave them over into the enemy's hands because of disobedience.)

3. Some Made A Wrong Accusation —Many of them felt like God had
dealt unfairly with them.

4. Some Made A Wrong Acceptance — 
a. Most of the captives remained in Babylonia and Assyria by

preference because they were prospering there!

b. But even the remnant that returned and restored the law and
ritual, but did nothing about the walls until Nehemiah came
along.

I. WHAT IT TOOK TO REBUILD THE WALL. 
A. It Took Strong Leadership. (Ephesians 4:11,12)

1. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Concern!
2. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Character!
3. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Confidence!
4. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Courage!
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B. It Took Cooperation Of The People!  (Nehemiah 4:6)
Every person doing their part!  
(1 Corinthians 3:9–“For we are labourers together with
God...”)
1. Change of Mind!

2. Change of Action! (God uses men)
a. Time

b. Talent (3)

c. Treasure (7:68-72)

C. It Takes Enduring Hardship!  (2 Timothy 2:1-4)
1. They had to lose themselves in the work!

2. They had to give sacrificially!

3. They had to be on constant guard for the enemy!

4. They had to blot out distractions! 

So, that’s what it took to rebuild the wall!

II. WHAT IT WOULD TAKE TO KEEP THE WALL UP?
They needed to learn from past mistakes.  What brought the wall down
the first time would surely bring it down again if they were not careful!
A. Strong Leadership. (7:1, 2)

B. Constant Watch. (7:3) 1 Peter 5:8

C. Purging of the Polluted. (7:63-65)

D. Attention to the Word of God. (8)
1. Hearing of the Word.
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2. Understanding of the Word.

3. Obeying of the Word!

III. WE SEE THESE WHO PROCLAIMED THE WORD OF GOD!
A.  They Were Scriptural In Their Presentation! (8:1-3; 5)

1. The basis of their presentation was not what was
popular!
There are too many preachers that get caught up in
whatever the popular movement or craze of the day is.  
(Exp.–The various “Bible studies” based on various TV
series [Andy Griffith, The Lucy Show, etc.] rather than
the Word of God.)

Also, there are some who formulate their sermons
around a"Pastors Annual."   They look to a book instead
of looking to THE BOOK for what God would have
them bring to the people.

These so called preachers just kind of  "go with the
flow" so to speak.  Whatever is popular!  What most
everybody else is doing!

But we don't see that here in our text!  Here we see them
pulling out the Bible!  The Book of God! 

That had not been popular in Nehemiah's day and that is
not real popular in our day and time!  
a. The Bible had been a forgotten book!  
b. The Bible had been a forsaken book!

That is what had spelled trouble for the people of God
in the first place!

Jeremiah 6:16-17–"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in
the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is
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the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.
17Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the
sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not
hearken."

       The basis of their presentation was not what was
popular!

2. The basis of their presentation was not the latest
book from Dr. So and So!
There is way too much of preachers jumping on to
somebody's bandwagon these days!

A new book comes out and before you know it you have
folks doing all kind of carrying on about what is in this
new book!  Well, what about what's in this OLD
BOOK!

Now I understand that some books can be a help to us. 
But it would be much better for preachers to rely more
on God's Holy Spirit than on what some man said in a
book!

Preachers and teachers ought to read.  They ought to
continually be students! However, everything they read
should be judged by same standard–THE BIBLE!

The basis of their presentation was not what was
popular...or the the latest book from Dr. So and So!

3. The basis of their presentation was not their own
human reasoning!
Jeremiah 17:9–"The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who can know it?"

Your heart can't be trusted!
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Again, everything must be laid along side of THE
STANDARD–THIS OLD KING JAMES BIBLE!

Jesus told his disciples, "Why reason among yourselves.
. .?"  (Matthew 16:8)

Jesus told the scribes, "Why reason ye these things in
your hearts. . .?"  (Mark 2:8)

We MUST let our reasoning be according to the Word
of God!

The basis of their presentation was not their own human
reasoning!

4. The basis of their presentation was not worldly
wisdom!
Worldly wisdom says to scrap the OLD BOOK, because
nobody can understand it.

That is one of the reasons why we see all kinds of
perversions being published!  People are trying to take a
Spiritual book and make it palatable to the flesh!

1 Corinthians 2:14–"But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned."

None of the perversions on the market today have
caused people to believe the truth to a greater extent, but
they have caused people to question it!

That started way back in the garden of Eden when Satan
said to Eve,"Yea hath God said. . .?"
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Most folks problem is not that they don't understand the
Bible!  It is that they do understand, but, don't like what
they have come to understand!  

They want somebody to change it so it isn't so piercing
to them!

The basis of their presentation here in our text was not
worldly wisdom!

5. The basis of their presentation was the Word of
God!
Listen, we don't need another book, we don't need
another book about THE BOOK, we just need to
concentrate on THE BOOK–THE BIBLE!

This Book doesn't need to be re-written, it just needs to
be read and re-read and obeyed!

They Were Scriptural In Their Presentation!
B. They Were Steadfast In Their Preaching!  (8:8)

What is preaching?  It means to herald as an old public crier
used to do!   The difference is in what we herald–We herald the
truth, the Gospel, God's Word!

Isaiah 58:1–"Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins."

That is what we see going on here in our text!
They read the book distinctly and then they gave the sense, and
caused them to understand the reading!

That is what preaching is about!  As we come here for services,
we read the Word of God!  

Page 6 of  7



BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
THE RIGHT STUFF (WHAT IT TAKES)

NEHEMIAH 6:15; 7; 8

After we read the Word of God, we try to give you the sense of
what God is talking about in His Word! We cause you to
understand the reading of the Word!

We "preach the Word" as Paul told Timothy to do in 
2 Timothy 4:1-5.

They Were Scriptural In Their Presentation!
They Were Steadfast In Their Preaching!

C. They Were Spiritual In Their Praising!  (8:6)
Note that this was not the praise of persons or personalities, but
the praise of the LORD!

Debate over personalities shows carnality!  There were
contentions in the Corinthian Church that were caused mostly
by debate over personalities!
1 Corinthians 1:12-13–"Now this I say, that every one of you
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of
Christ. 13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul?"

God help us to move beyond focusing on personalities and
focus on the Word!

CONCLUSION 
It took the right stuff to be able to rebuild the broken down walls and to keep
the walls up once they were rebuilt! 
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