
What is the Rapture? 
1Thess.4:13-18 
 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep.

For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the 
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always 
be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.


1.  The Revelation 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers…  
1 Thess. 4:13


For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord… (15a)


- God cares about His bride. 
- God wants to communicate to 	 us about His return.  
- God wants to speak to our 	 questions, concerns or 	 sorrow about death. 

Insufficient words to 	 describe “Death”

 
- “Gone” 
- “Departed” 
-  “Passed away” 
- “Taken from us”


… about those who are asleep. 
(13)


Where are they?

 
- Away from the body and at home with 	the Lord. 2 Cor.5:8 
- To depart and be with Christ.  
	 Phil. 1:23 
- Today you will be with me in 	 Paradise. Lk. 23:43 
- Nothing can separate us from the 	 love of Christ. (death) Rom 8:38




Our Hope? 
-  Based on God’s promises 
- Not dependent on circumstances 
- Not attached to my effort, good 	 works, etc.. 
- Not connected to knowing the 	 “right” people. 
- Not wishful thinking based on 	 popular beliefs.  


2. The Return. 

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again  (14)


Even so… 


God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  
1 Cor. 6:14 
 
In Christ shall all be made alive  
1 Cor. 15:22


… through Jesus


Knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us 
with you into  
His presence. 2 Cor. 4:14


God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven  (16)


The Lord Himself 
- Amazing – marveled at among all who 	have believed. 2 Thess. 1:10 
- Brilliant – His face was like the sun 	 shining in full strength. Rev. 1:16 
- Joyful – As the bridegroom rejoices 	 over the bride, so shall your God 	rejoice over 
you. Isa. 62:5

 
- Full of grace - There is therefore now 	 no condemnation for those who 	 are in Christ 
Jesus. Rom. 8:1


- With a cry of command 
- With the voice of an archangel 
- With the sound of the trumpet of 	 God


“Instantaneous” – In a moment, 
 in the twinkling of an eye… 
 1 Cor. 15:52




3.  The Resurrection 

The dead in Christ will rise first.  
1 Thess. 4:15


“Rise”- not vertical movement but 
	 - transformation 
	 - new glorified bodies


Jesus said to Martha 
“Your brother shall rise again.”  
Jn. 11:23 
 
I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me, though He die, yet shall He 
live. Jn. 11:25


Death of the Christian 
is not the end!


Then we who are alive, who are left 
(17)


Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, we shall all be changed.  
1 Cor. 15:51


… will be caught up

… in the clouds

… to meet the Lord in the air.


“It’s allowing us to have more  
of an afterlife.”  

 
Sally Anderson owner of “Tributes”


4. The Reunion 

Together with them in clouds to meet the Lord in the air  (17)

Three groups in the clouds -

 
1. Jesus and His angels 
2. Believers who have died 
3. Believers who are alive on earth


… so we will always be with the Lord (17)




…will take you to Myself that where I am you may be also. 
Jn. 14:3


