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TRUST GOD; LIVE WISELY
1 Samuel 27

For obvious reasons Solomon is a great study in wisdom. Early
in his reign as king of Israel, God came to him in a dream and
instructed him to ask whatever he wanted (1 Kings 3:5). That is so
“genie in a bottle” like that we might find it hard to believe. But the
event was just as the Word of God describes it. Solomon did not ask
for riches, or for victory over his enemies, or even for length of days.
He simply asked that God would grant him wisdom to govern His
people.  Specifically, Solomon asked, “Give your servant therefore
an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great
people?” (1 Kings 3:9).

God was so pleased with the wisdom Solomon manifested in
this request that He gave him greater wisdom still as well as all the
stuff he didn’t request (v.13). In fact, God gave Solomon
incomparable wisdom (v.12). One would think that extreme wisdom
that came directly from God would prevent a person from making bad
choices. While in many classic tests Solomon proved that his wisdom
was divine, at other times it is obvious that his own fleshly choices
defied godly wisdom. On one hand, he revealed astonishing wisdom
to the two prostitutes who argued about who owned a baby. But on
the other hand, he took so many wives and concubines to himself that
it ruined him and the kingdom.

David also was human just like his son Solomon was. At one
point we read about his incredibly wise choice not to kill wicked
King Saul, but to wait on God. Then he turned right around and ran
to the pagan king of the Philistines instead of waiting on God. That
choice was no doubt rooted in human fear and uncertainty. David
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confessed as much. If he really trusted God, as his responses often
proved was true, why did he resort to a choice governed by human
wisdom? Was he out of God’s will at this point? Or did God allow
this “bad choice” in order to accomplish more of His will? Sometimes
we are amazed at how God works through our human weaknesses to
accomplish His work for His glory.

It is good that God is not limited by our foolishness. We, too,
like Solomon and like David, beg God for wisdom. We really do
believe James’ admonition: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be
given him (James 1:5). But we also have a tendency to try to work
things out according to our own wisdom and preferences before we
resort to trusting God. I know a servant of the Lord who demonstrates
incredible trust in God. One time I picked him up at the airport to
transport him to a speaking engagement. Probably six times in the
space of a couple of hours the man said, “Let’s stop and ask God to
give us wisdom about what we should do.” 

It is true that God expects us to get busy and move forward in
His will. However, God also desires for us to lean on Him wholly to
give us the strength, wisdom, and opportunity to do His will. It is too
easy for us to resort to feelings or past experience as we make choices
about the path we should take, the work we should do. Sometimes
human wisdom leads us into situations that do not honor God.
Sometimes God accomplishes His will in spite of our bad choices.
That is David’s story.

Human Wisdom Can Cause Faith Failure (vv.1-7).

Fear conquered the brave warrior (vv.1-4). In a time of great
stress, David forgot God’s protection in the past. Then David said in
his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is
nothing better for me than that I should escape to the land of the
Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking me any longer within
the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of his hand” (v.1). David
started talking to himself. That is not always a sign of mental
deficiencies. Abraham talked to himself in disbelief when God
promised that Isaac would be born to him and Sarah in their old age
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(17:17). Saul talked to himself and the conversation led to an
erroneous conclusion (1 Samuel 18:17).

So, too, in this case David talked himself into a bad choice.
Talking to ourselves as we talk to God is not a bad idea. Talking
ourselves into failing to trust God is a bad idea. David would have
done much better in this case to talk to God out loud.

He succumbed to the fear that Saul would succeed in killing
him. Why did he come to that conclusion when God promised that
such would not happen, and after God had delivered him from Saul
so many times? Normally David rested in the assurance that God was
his fortress and that was sufficient. Psalm 27 is a psalm of David in
which he wrote, The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall
I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid? (Psalm 27:1).

David talked himself into being afraid of Saul and out of
trusting God. Therefore, he decided he needed to find help from
pagan God-deniers – which even he normally would reject as a bad
idea. This is the same man who concluded, Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers (Psalm 1:1). 

As fellow humans, it is difficult for us to be too hard on David
because he simply drew a logical conclusion. If he was no longer in
Saul’s kingdom, Saul would stop trying to kill him. Later in this story
we read that this is precisely what happened. But the end never
justifies the means. Sure it was nice that Saul backed off. But getting
Saul to back off by making an alliance with the enemy was not
justifiable. 

But again as fellow humans, we can follow each step that led to
David’s conclusion and not only understand why he concluded what
he did, but even agree with him. We, too, can look at all the
circumstantial evidence in our situation (whatever it might be) and
come to unjustifiable conclusions. Based on common sense and
experience, we can draw almost certain conclusion about where a
road leads. We conclude we do not want to go down that road and so
we look for an alternative. But in none of these cogitations have we
asked God for wisdom, asked Him to arrange circumstances, or asked
Him to change people.
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David made a choice rooted in human insufficiency (vv.2-3). He
did not have the wherewithal in himself to solve the problem. No
doubt it seemed right especially in light of the reception by the
Philistine king. So David arose and went over, he and the six hundred
men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath
(v.2). Gath was home town for Goliath and family. How long ago had
it been since David killed their hero? Did he think that the people had
short memories? Furthermore, David had already been to this city to
seek help from the king some months earlier (21:10-15). It is likely
that the Achish (king) at that time was not Ben Maoch as is the case
here. That time it quickly became obvious that the Philistines were
not interested in helping this hero-slayer. So why did David resort to
the same place?

The pressures of life can cause us to act out of frustration. Do
we think we have pressure? We do, but we generally do not face
pressures like David faced. And David lived with Achish at Gath, he
and his men, every man with his household, and David with his two
wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of Carmel, Nabal’s widow
(v.3). This verse reminds us that David was responsible for 600
faithful followers  –  and their families! David was responsible for
two wives. Try to imagine the pressure that he experienced. The
followers probably expressed 600 different opinions about what
David should be doing ranging from starting a new nation to
attacking Gibeah and killing Saul. And most of those 600 men had
wives (maybe multiple wives) who were putting pressure on them
about why they should not be following David. And then the fear and
uncertainties expressed by his own TWO wives!

Are we not able to sympathize with this man who was
inundated by questions and concerns? Added to that is the pressure
that he really wanted to be careful about how he responded because
everyone knew he was the next king. Did he ever just want to run
away and be incognito? Did David ever think about taking a
Mediterranean cruise, jumping overboard in the middle of the night,
and swimming to a deserted island? Being a leader is not for sissies.

A cruise was probably not on his mind, but we do know that
David concluded that “out of sight, out of mind” was the best option
(vv.4-7). One good thing is that the chief enemy at the time gave up
his pursuit. And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he
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no longer sought him (v.4). Saul stopped chasing David just like
David had suspected would happen. But that does not prove that
David made a good decision. Nor did that mean that all his problems
were suddenly over. Now David had to figure out a way to live with
Achish the enemy, pretend to be his friend, and yet not betray the
people over whom he would be king one day. Sounds a lot like he
jumped out of the frying pan into the fire. 

If he and his people were out of sight, they could do what they
needed to do and the other enemy (Achish) would be none-the-wiser
(vv.5-7). To that end, David made a request based on reputation. Then
David said to Achish, “If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place
be given me in one of the country towns, that I may dwell there”
(v.5a). We cannot tell how long David had lived around Achish that
he could have impressed him. None the less, David appealed to that
impression in asking for a town. It was really not that unusual of a
request for the king of a city or state to grant a town to a faithful
servant. Besides it would have been to the advantage of Achish to get
this entourage out of Gath. The group would have numbered well
over 1,000 with men, wives, children, and so forth. A sudden influx
of 1,000 people would have taxed the food and water supply as well
as sanitation.

But the fact that David made the request deceptively is telling.
For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you? (v.5b).
Oh the humility! The real reason David wanted to be in a different
city was so that Achish could not watch what he was doing. Do we
think these people were going to set up shop, open stores, build farms
in order to sustain themselves? These were warriors like Hagar the
Horrible who plundered for a living. They made gypsies look like
small time operators.

Deceptive or not, Achish granted the request which appears to
have been God’s will. So that day Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore
Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. And the number
of the days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a
year and four months (vv.6-7). Ziklag was right on the border
between Israel and Philistia. It was the perfect location for David to
work out his ploy. He and his men would be away from the observing
eye of Achish. They were also well away from Saul’s home and
territory. 
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But Ziklag was a good choice for a better reason. God had
allotted the city of Ziklag to the tribe of Simeon (Joshua 19:5), so
David and company were technically on home turf. For about a year
and a half David continued the work Israel had started under Joshua
– conquering the Promised Land. Even though David had not been
seeking God in his removal to Gath, or above board in his request for
a town, God was working with human failings to accomplish His
will. And so God continues to bring about His glory in the lives of
faltering human servants today. But in the process, everything is
coming up roses.
 
Faith Failure Leads to Questionable Practices (vv.8-12).

God’s anointed servant and king was somewhat deceptive
(vv.8-11). David did his dirty work and then covered his tracks (vv.8-
9). He and the men spent their days attacking apparently neutral
people groups. Now David and his men went up and made raids
against the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites, for these
were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as far as Shur, to the
land of Egypt (v.8). These people groups were isolated from the larger
powers of Philistia and Israel. They were often nomadic, and when
they did establish small towns they were often subject to attack by
marauding peoples. The people of Judah and the Philistines did not
hesitate to plunder them on occasion. 

But in reality, these were not neutral people. David was actually
fighting against the enemies of God’s people. God had specifically
told His people to annihilate the Amalekites (Deut 25.17-19). God
had given the land inhabited by the Geshurites to His people (Joshua
12.5), but His people had not driven them out (Josh. 13.13). God had
told His people to completely remove these people and their influence
from His land. He instructed through Moses: But in the cities of these
peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you
shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to
complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites
and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your
God has commanded (Deuteronomy 20:16-17).

David was actually accomplishing God’s will but not for God’s
glory and not because he intended to complete Joshua’s task.
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However, that doesn’t mean he was doing right. He had fleshly,
ulterior motives for what he did. Because he backed himself into a
difficult corner, wanting to appear to please Achish, but unwilling to
offend Judah, he had to resort to deceit and ruthlessness. 

When the rogues attacked the people, they left no evidence. And
David would strike the land and would leave neither man nor woman
alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the
camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish (v.9). Dead
people do not make good witnesses. And David was not only
exterminating but taking material possessions as booty for self and
possibly some for Achish. Was David just doing what he had to do to
survive? Was he just being shrewd in a good way like the man in
Jesus’ parable (Luke 16)? In that story, a manager was dishonest and
got fired. To pave the way for his own care, he shrewdly discounted
all the bills creditors owed his master.  Jesus’ conclusion about the
matter can be an eye-opener. He said, “The master commended the
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of
light” (Luke 16:8).

Would Jesus commend David for his shrewd work of killing
banned people, deceiving Achish, and staying on the good side of the
people in Judah? It is true that what David was doing was in
obedience to God’s broader and former command. In that sense, he
was right before God. However, David’s motives and deception call
into question all his actions. His failure is obvious because David
shaded the truth when he reported to Achish (vv.10-11). 

He led his superior to believe something that was not true –  and
got away with it. When Achish asked, “Where have you made a raid
today?” David would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,” or,
“Against the Negeb of the Jerahmeelites,” or, “Against the Negeb of
the Kenites.”And David would leave neither man nor woman alive to
bring news to Gath, thinking, “Lest they should tell about us and say,
‘So David has done’” (vv.10-11a). If David actually was doing God’s
will in the first place, when he lied, he would open his good to be evil
spoken of. The reality is that David was simply trying to survive and
would let the chips fall where they would. There was no way he could
have explained to Achish that he was just doing a mop-up operation
Joshua left undone. Achish never would have understood God’s plan,
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especially because he and his people were actually included in God’s
annihilation plan. So David deceived him.

Learning how to deceive is a horribly dangerous lesson to learn.
It is so easy to do because the nature and intent of deception is that
others will never know the truth. But deception knows few
boundaries. And so the spouse deceives the husband or wife in little
things that really don’t matter. But having succeeded in little things,
it is too easy to practice the same deception in bigger things. One day
the coworker hits on the spouse and the relationship grows. The
foundation of deception already being laid, it is very easy to engage
in infidelity to the destruction of the marriage. As we see so well
now, a culture given over to deception is a volatile and uncertain
culture. 

What David was doing was not a mistake, it was a lifestyle.
Such was his custom all the while he lived in the country of the
Philistines (v.11b). For a year and a half David played the game of
deceiving both Achish and the people of Judah. Creative lying is still
a lifestyle of deception. 

I was in college with a guy who grew up in a strict pastor’s
home. He knew that when he arrived home in the evening, his father
was going to question him about where he went, who he was with,
and what they did. There was a problem in that this guy had a
penchant to attend movies with his friends, which was strictly
prohibited in his home. Therefore, when he went out for the evening,
he purposely planned to meet with at least three different people, at
three different places, before going to the movies. Then when he
arrived home to face the standard inquisition, he would go through
the places he had been one at a time always hoping that Dad would
stop at three so he wouldn’t have to lie. But his life was still a lie
whether or not he was caught.

As a result of David’s lying, the ungodly pagan was deceived.
Achish trusted David (v.12a). Those are sad words. The pagan king
trusted a deceiver! The Hebrew word awman means to stand firm in
your belief. It is the same word used to describe Abraham’s response
to God. And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness (Genesis 15:6). Like Moses who learned to trust
whatever God said, wherever and however God led. “Not so with my
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servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house” (Numbers 12:7), God
said. 

Yes, but Achish was just a pagan! Is it okay for God’s people
to deceive the unsaved? How is that letting our light of good works
shine for the glory of God? God requires us to let our lights of
righteousness shine especially on the pagans.

The story is told about a merchant who owned a general store
on the edge of the frontier back in the days of the pioneers. He made
great boasts about being a Christian, but there was something about
the man that folks in town didn’t trust. Maybe it was his practice of
hanging Bible verses around the store or his habit of quoting a Bible
verse each time he rang up a sale that made him look rather
pretentious to the town folks. For example, he would ring up a sale
and say, “Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust” (Psalm
40:4). One day a stranger was passing through town and needed a
new saddle blanket for his horse before he continued on his journey.
The merchant pulled out the one blanket he had and showed it to the
man. “This blanket is $3,” he said. The stranger said, “I like it well
enough, but that seems like a cheap blanket and I’m not sure it will
last.” The merchant responded, “Well, I have one in the back that
looks just like this one, but it is made of better material.” With that he
picked up the blanket, went to the store room, and came out with the
same blanket. “This one will run you $5,” the merchant said. “It does
look better,” the stranger said, “But do you have anything nicer?” The
merchant said I have one more blanket. Again he disappeared into the
store room and again he returned with the same blanket. “This is the
very best blanket I am able to get, but it will cost you $10,” he
assured the stranger. The stranger replied. “I like the looks of this
blanket. I think it will do.” 

The merchant rang up the sale, the stranger picked up his
purchase and walked out the door. The townspeople who typically
hung out in the store were watching the whole episode and wondered
what the hypocritical merchant would say this time. He looked the
group over and said, “He was a stranger and I took him in, Matthew
25:35.”

Because David deceived, Achish drew an erroneous conclusion.
He was thinking, “He has made himself an utter stench to his people
Israel; therefore he shall always be my servant” (v.12b). David was
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actually a hero to most people in Israel. David would become
Achish’s worst nightmare.

Sticking to the basic principles of the Bible is always safe. We
can debate the deeper things to the exclusion of the simple things
resulting in our own hurt. Thou shalt not lie is one of the basic rules.
Break it enough and it deception becomes a lifestyle. Though God is
patient with deceivers, they will always at some point be enslaved by
their sin and bitten terribly hard one day. Better for us to trust God
– even to obey the simple rules.
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