
 

Pastor Grant Van Leuven                    PECA Sermon Outline on Exodus 22:28, June 8, 2014 
 
Intro:  
 
Main Point of Text: God’s people must respect God’s appointed authorities. 
 
Sermon Point:  Respect your authorities. 
 
 
 
 
Move 1: Your authorities have a God-given right to be respected. 
5th Commandment: Ex. 20:12; 21:17.  All superiors, religious and civil.  Chapter 18 set up elders to “judge” 
by His laws. “gods” are judges of 21:6; 22:8, 9: same Heb. for “God”, “Elohim”. Representatives of God 
(rule, power): Jn. 10:34-36: … Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? (Ps. 82:6, also vs. 1):  

• Respect Political authorities as of God: Rom 13:1, 4-6; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13-15, 17. 
• Respect religious authorities as of God: Matthew 28:18-20; Eph. 4:12; Acts 15; Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 

5:17; Titus 1:5; Heb. 13:7-8, 17. 
 
 
 
 
Move 2: To curse your authorities is to despise God Who authorizes them. 
Heb. for “curse”: make light, trifle (3rd commandment; related to 5th, “honor”: hold in high regard).  They’d 
been doing against Moses, Ex. 16. Moses: … your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD. 
(Ex. 16:8).  Will keep doing (Num. 14, 17; God vindicates His authorities).  Even if not a good ruler, must 
respect God put Him there: 

• Paul chastised the high priest, but humbled in correction: Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that 
he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. (Acts 
23:5 of Ex. 22:28)   

• David’s men tempt to kill Saul: And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this 
thing unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the 
anointed of the LORD. (1 Samuel 24:6) 

 
If you disrespect civil and religious rulers, it says something awful about yourself/destiny: Jude 7-8; 2 Pet. 
2:10; Rom. 13:2. 
 
Thus: 1 Tim. 5:1, 19; Proverb 24:21; Ecc. 10:20 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
And His hands will take action against you. For you risk the peace of His people/world. And deny His 
Lordship over all by denying it over you. 
 
 



 

Respect your authorities. 


