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Do take your Bibles and turn with me to 2 Timothy 4. So, what happens now? What 
happens now? What do you think is about to happen? Are we going to have a teaching 
time? Or am I going to give a Bible talk? Or perhaps a homily? Or maybe a sermon? 
Well, you know there is a sermon because it says in the bulletin there is going to be a 
sermon so you are here in faith that something is going to happen right now but my 
question is: what do you think is going to happen right now? What are your expectations 
when it gets to this point in the service? So what is happening? Well, at the moment, 
nothing's happening because I'm just asking these really ridiculous questions but the 
answer to the question of what happens at this point in the service is answered by the 
section that we've read of Scripture today and we're going to look at that in a moment 
because it's absolutely vital that you know precisely what is happening at this point 
because we do bring a lot of misconceptions as to what we think is going to happen at 
this point and it's absolutely vital for our spiritual health and for the health of the church, 
not just our church but the church at large, that we understand precisely what is going on 
at this moment. Okay?

You can see how important it is if you just read the language of our text. Here is the 
Apostle Paul. He is in prison. He is going to be executed and he knows the execution is 
not far away. He is writing to Timothy, as we have seen. Timothy is a minister of the 
Gospel. Timothy is going to belong to the first post-apostolic generation of people. As the 
apostles die out, Timothy has got the job of passing on to others who will take over from 
him the great business of what it means to be a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Paul sees the future of Christianity beyond Timothy. His concern is for people like you 
and I gathered in this room this morning and those who are watching by webcast. His 
concern is for the future of this Christian movement and here he is now culminating his 
letter to Timothy with this great and serious and solemn word. Do you notice how he 
underlines that? He calls it a charge, "I charge you," speaking to Timothy. He uses a word 
there that means to declare solemnly and emphatically. The original word has legal 
implications. He is being abjured to do something just like someone who is sitting in the 
witness box in a courtroom is abjured to tell the truth to the court. Here is Timothy being 
put on the spot by the apostle, being charged by the apostle with this supreme task, this 
enormous responsibility, this one act that will either destroy or safeguard the Gospel for 
future generations depending on Timothy's response. "Timothy," he says, "I charge you, 
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preach the word. Preach the word." This is what is important to Paul before he dies. This 
is how he sees the future of Christianity. He charges this young man with preaching the 
word of God.

What does he mean by that? Well, the Greek word, kerysso, also the name of a great 
singer apparently, Caruso. Never mind. I'm too old. I'm too young to remember. The 
word kerysso means a herald; somebody who goes ahead of a king normally and 
announces the news or the word of the king, a bit like an ambassador. An ambassador's 
job is not to speak on his own authority. An ambassador is not charged with the 
responsibility to go and represent his country in some other part of the world and to tell 
that country whatever he thinks that country wants to hear or whatever he thinks that 
country needs to hear because he is not a private person. An ambassador represents the 
United States of America and whatever he says has to be authorized by the very highest 
officials in the land. He has to speak on behalf of, as a representative of the United States 
of America and what he says has to represent the exact views of the government of the 
day. He speaks on behalf of the president and so the herald in ancient days was an 
ambassador who spoke the words of the king. He was under the authority of the king. He 
did not have any authority independent of the king. So the very first thing that we learn 
from the very word and the language that is used of the preacher is that the preacher is the 
most unimportant figure in a service like this. The preacher does not exist in a service 
like this. It's as if he is invisible as far as the rest of us are concerned. He has no 
independent authority as far as this service is concerned. He is here only as an instrument. 
What he says is unimportant when he speaks on his own behalf. What he says on behalf 
of God, however, is the most important thing you will ever hear in your life.

So as the preacher climbs the pulpit steps, the congregation may think to themselves, "He 
is there so that God may speak to us by the mouth of this insignificant human being," 
because the preacher's power is derivative. His authority is derivative. He only exists for 
what he says from the throne room of the King. And as Paul writes to Timothy, he 
reminds Timothy of his responsibility but he also reminds Timothy of his utter 
inadequacy. He reminds Timothy of his utter insignificance in the process. And he 
reminds us that all that really matters at this moment in the service is that you hear from 
God. Not only from God, but actually as we shall see, that you hear God speak to you. So 
therefore, preaching is immediately distinguished from other things that we do. It isn't a 
one-to-one conversation. The preacher has no right to speak apologetically for what he is 
going to say. Nor is the preacher engaging in a conversation with the rest of the 
congregation. This is not a dialogue in that sense, though the preacher may dialogue with 
anticipated questions from the people, nonetheless, it is entirely mono-directional. Preach 
the word. The preacher is only doing his job if he is telling you what God says. Not only 
that, he is only doing his job if you hear God speak to you.

You notice how Paul places this charge: he puts it in a covenantal framework. We saw 
this last time as we looked at the way in which he states this, "I charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus." He's talking about the temple. We saw that this 
whole idea of the presence of God in the Bible is often tied in its relationships to human 
beings to a temple, a place where God meets with people, a sacred space where God turns 
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up and where God moves. We went to the garden of Eden, the very first sacred space in 
all of the Bible, and in that sacred space that becomes the model for the tabernacle and 
later the temple and the present temple which we'll see in a moment, is the place where 
God meets with his people. And what are we told about that sacred space? We're not told 
what God looked like. We're not told anything about the appearance of God or what it 
was like to meet with God and for God to walk in the garden in the cool of the day. All 
we're told about that relationship that Adam and Eve had with God and the presence of 
God in the garden was that it was there that the Lord God walked and it was there that the 
Lord God spoke. Spoke to his people. And still it is that the indicator of God's presence 
with his people is that he speaks to his people. The indicator of the presence of God is not 
as general sense we might have, that we feel he is near. Nor is it that there will be 
lightning and thunder and all of those things which occasionally in Scripture 
accompanied the presence of God in the unfolding story of redemption to seal his 
presence in the minds of those who were going to hear him speak directly to them, but 
typically speaking, the presence of God is felt by the people of God when he speaks to 
them.

Today, of course, the temple is not a building until this moment when you, the people of 
God, are gathered together. You like living stones when put together, form a holy temple, 
a house in which God dwells and where God is present and where God can be heard. 
Where God speaks to his people. He speaks and what he says is confirmed, ratified, by 
those actions that we perform at the Lord's table and in baptism where what is said is 
confirmed to our sight visibly and to our senses. What God says through our ears, he says 
to our senses.

So in this temple that is the church, the people of God are described in the Bible generally 
as those who are hearers of the word. Over and over again. Yes, the Bible says we're not 
only to be hearers, we are to be doers but we are to be doers because, first of all, we are 
hearers. We are hearers of the word. When God communicates with us, he does not do so 
visually but primarily audibly. Now, why is that? Well of course, the Bible doesn't go 
into details it just says that's the way it happens but if you think about it for a moment, 
Hans Blumenberg puts it like this, "The eye wanders, selects, approaches things, presses 
after things. The ear for its part, is affected. It is accosted. The eye can seek, the ear can 
only wait." 

Think about it for a moment. I look around at you, Sunday morning by Sunday morning 
and I see your eyes are all over the place. Sometimes you're looking at me. Sometimes 
you're looking at the architecture. Sometimes you're looking at the floor. Sometimes 
you're looking at your phone. Sometimes I see it from one balcony to another, I see that 
first look. I've seen that first look many times when some guy has noticed a girl. A couple 
of weeks later, I notice they are talking together just at the back door there. A few weeks 
after that, I see they are sitting together. And then a few months after that, they are 
standing in the front here making their vows. It's amazing what we do with our eyes when 
we're in church. It really is. So, you see with your eyes, you're in command. You decide 
what you're going to look at. You decide what you're going to focus on. You decide. But 
with hearing, you can only wait until somebody speaks. The speaker takes the initiative. 
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So God communicates with his people principally through hearing. He addresses us 
through his word. 

I also want you to notice the connection between this charge and the rest of that opening 
verse that we studied last time more fully but you notice that it's not only a covenantal 
thing that happens because we're in the presence of God and he is present with his people, 
you, you plural, you are the body, the temple of the living God, but I want you to notice 
he also ties it to some things that are going to happen in the future. You notice that, "I 
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus," we've dealt with that, "who is the 
judge, who is to judge the living and the dead," number 1, "by his appearing," number 2, 
that's his second coming, "and by his kingdom," number 3. All of those things are in the 
future. He's pointing us way into the future where Jesus will judge the world. The world 
is racing toward that final judgment. The world is racing toward that great appearing of 
our great God and Savior. We long for that day. We are those who he describes in verse 8 
who love the appearing of our Lord Jesus. We long for that day when the sky will tear 
open and there he will be, our Lord Jesus. Our dear Lord Jesus will come again and the 
kingdom in its fullness on that day, the King will be revealed. The King will be seen 
publicly, visibly by everybody and every knee will bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. That kingdom is coming.

But do you see what Paul is doing here? In light of those things that are coming, he 
charges Timothy to preach the word because in preaching the word, some of those things 
that are coming are brought into the present. Whenever the word of God is preached, 
people are either judged or justified, condemned or pardoned. Wherever the word is 
preached, to use the old language of John Newton, Jesus appears in your view, that is, he 
appears to the eyes of faith and you see that Jesus is the only Savior, not the way we're 
going to see him when we really see him with our eyes, behold him in his majesty and his 
glory and in his person but we see him to the eyes of faith. And whenever the word is 
preached, the kingdom becomes visible for a moment. It becomes actual for a moment. 
Here we are his people and we're sitting under the authority of the King's speech. We 
hear what the King has to say. We submit to what the King has to say. Whenever we 
gather like this, we are sending a signal to the world, the watching world. We're saying to 
that watching world, "Look at us. Here we are, intelligent people, movers and shakers in 
our own areas of life and we come here regularly week by week and we sit passively 
under the instruction of the word of God because we believe that we are subjects in King 
Jesus' kingdom. We believe that every thought has to be brought into captivity to the 
things of Christ. He is our Ruler. He is our Teacher. He is our Lord. We bow to him. We 
acknowledge him. We serve him." And that rule of Jesus is exercised in the church by the 
proclamation of the word of God. Jesus rules the church by the word of God.

But there is another thing about this preaching thing. You may say, "You should have just 
kept this as a sermon for preachers," but there is no point telling the preachers about it if 
we're all not agreed how this is how the Bible regards what is happening at this point in 
the service. Preach the word. That very language is the language you find in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. In the Hebrew Scriptures, it's the prophets that proclaim the word. In fact, as 
you look at the New Testament and you see the development in New Testament offices 
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within the church, you see the development of the office of the Deacon early on in the 
book of Acts. The office of the Deacon is described in its initial expression and the office 
of Deacon as we find it exercised here in our own church with our deacons and 
deaconesses, is the care of our own poor or needy, those who need mercy from the church 
and that's the role in Scripture of the priest. The diaconate, in a sense, is reflecting the 
office of priest within the church.

We have elders appointed in the churches in the book of Acts. Their task as a session is to 
exercise the rule of Jesus in the local body of the church and in the wider body of the 
church. Then among the elders, there is this distinguished group known as, they are 
distinguished from the others not because they are distinguished but they are 
distinguished from the others as teaching elders. They are set aside and they are usually 
paid for the task of being ministers of the Gospel. Some reformed people see 3 offices 
there: deacons, elders and ministers or as we do, deacons and elders in 2 parts, ruling 
elders and teaching elders. But the purpose of the teaching elders is what? If a ruling 
elder represents the kingly office of Christ, the diaconate, the priestly office of Christ, the 
preacher represents the prophetic office of Christ. The business of a prophet is to speak 
the word of God.

Now, what does Paul say to Timothy? He says, "Preach the word." He has already 
defined what that is. In the 2 letters that he has written to Timothy, he has called it the 
Gospel, the pattern of sound words, the good deposit, God's word, the word of truth, 
sound teaching, the truth, the faith once delivered to the saints. And we can be more 
specific, you notice the wider context here. If you go back to chapter 3, verse 10, you can 
see this: that where a prophet in the time before Jesus and even in the early part of the 
Christian church, proclaimed direct special revelation. In other words, God was using 
their minds which were made fertile by special revelation from God and they spoke what 
God gave them to speak. Now the prophetic task is still to speak the word of God but 
rather than it being a direct revelation that I receive, that direct revelation has been 
inscripturated. I go to what God has revealed and I re-speak, the preacher re-speaks what 
God has said.

Notice the way in which the apostle puts it. He talks about holy Scripture being God 
breathed. You know, when you speak, you have to breathe through your vocal cords to 
make noise. It is the breath through the vocal cords that makes noise. God has spoken, is 
what Paul is saying and he in encapsulates 2 groups of writings: what he calls the sacred 
writings, the Hebrew Scriptures which Timothy had learned as a boy, and the apostle's 
teaching which Timothy had learned as a man. He binds them both together and he calls 
both of them what we call Old and New Testament, he binds them both together and he 
says, "All Scripture has been God breathed." God has spoken. He has spoken in history. 
He has explained history. He has interpreted the history of redemption through the 
prophets. What he has spoken has been written. You can find what he has said in 
Scripture. It is the without error record of what God wants you to know. And now, says 
Paul to Timothy, what has been spoken, what has been written now has to be proclaimed. 
It has to be re-spoken to the people of God. It has to be announced to the people of God.
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That immediately, you see, that immediately silences those people who say from time to 
time to me, "I don't think that the knowledge of God, God is too great, the knowledge of 
God is so great you can't tie it to a book." What a ridiculous thing to think that all you can 
know of God is in the book. Well, of course, that's true but all God wants you to know 
about him is in the book. The secret things belong to God. The revealed things belong to 
us and, frankly, you can spend a lifetime studying the book and never come anywhere 
near fathoming it's depths. The revelation of God is so great. I used to say that when I 
was 22, I can now say it at my great age that after a long time of studying the Bible, it's 
still fresh and new every morning. There are depths to this book that will never be 
exhausted in anybody's lifetime. 

What has been spoken and written has to be proclaimed and here's the next thing: it's the 
word of God that has to be proclaimed. This oral communication comes to us as 
something from outside ourselves. This is not something that comes into my head or your 
head. Here is God speaking to you publicly. We'll come back to that in a moment but in 
the Bible, the idea of God speaking to us comes right at the very beginning of the story. 
He speaks through Adam and Eve inside the garden and then when they are expelled, he 
comes to them and he speaks to them outside the garden and he makes a promise that 
becomes the prevailing promise in the entire Bible, Genesis 3:15, of the coming of a 
serpent crusher who will defeat the devil and will bring salvation to the world. That 
promise governs the rest of Scripture so when Moses comes down out of the mountain 
and he speaks to Israel and he's going to give Israel the commands of God, here's how it 
goes: God comes to him and he says this, "I am the Lord your God who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery," and that action of God, that redemption 
of God, justifies Yahweh's assertion of this claim, his sole rights of ownership over his 
people, "You shall have no other God before me." God comes and speaks to his people 
and because he does so publicly, you see, and it's a public activity, this guards us against 
that privatized, "God told me," fallacy that we often discover. 

The church gathers and hears God's speech together. It's a matter of public record and 
here's the amazing thing: here we are, several hundred of us in this room and several 
hundred watching by webcast, and today as we come to the word of God, God will speak 
personally. Personally to people, to individuals, perhaps to you. He will speak personally 
to you individually as he speaks corporately and congregationally to all of us. Now, what 
that means is this: that if you leave here this morning and you think, "God has laid this 
great impression upon my heart. God has said this to me as I have been listening to the 
proclamation of the word. There is one particular aspect of the sermon," let me just tell 
you, the whole sermon will not apply to everybody all the time. I realize that, that 
sometimes it's just one little phrase, one little word, one aspect. Sometimes not even the 
expressed aspect but one that the Holy Spirit applies to you that will snap in your mind, 
will make sense in your mind, will grab your heart, your conscience and you'll leave 
saying, "God spoke to me." Then somewhere in the middle of the week, circumstances 
will change. Things will go bad for you. Things will distract you. You'll wonder, "Did 
God really say that? Did God really say that?" Supposing you were left to struggle 
through your Christian life dependent on impressions or words that you heard simply 
inside your own head? You could never be sure. You would never he sure. But when we 
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hear the word of God together, we have the corporate assurance. Hundreds of other 
people can say to you, "I was there that day when that was said from Scripture. I was 
there. I can confirm you heard that on that day. You heard those words, we were there." It 
is the corporate reassurance of God's people as we gather that God himself has said 
something, not just to you personally but to the entire church of Jesus Christ. The word of 
God. The Heidelberg Catechism Answer 65 says: The Holy Spirit works faith in our 
hearts by the preaching of the Gospel.

So, preaching is the primary means of grace spoken in the church and for the church and 
it works like this: Christ is the eternal Word, Scripture is the canonical word, and 
preaching is the living word from a living voice. And as the word of God is preached, we 
taste the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, those 2 things 
together in Hebrews. The living word of God when we hear it preached. We are not only 
learning a lesson, we're not only studying the Bible, we are tasting the goodness of the 
word of God and feeling the power of the age to come because the Spirit is the breath of 
God who is pleased to attend the proclamation of the word of God. Ezekiel, do you 
remember the story of Ezekiel? The valley of dry bones? There they are dead as anything. 
God comes to Ezekiel and he says, "I want you to preach the word of God. Go on." So 
Ezekiel starts preaching to the bones. How many ministers in churches all over America 
today are having to preach to a valley of dry bones that are all nicely dressed up and so 
on, but actually they are as dead as the bones? And that's what you're to do. Very often in 
dark days you have to do that. You have to just get up there and preach the word when 
there is no reaction, no response, no obedience, no love for the word of God. That's what 
Ezekiel does. He preaches to the bones and they all get together. Remember, they all get 
together and then he preaches on and they start to be covered with flesh. He preaches on 
and the breath of life comes into them because the word of God does its work.

Throughout the book of Isaiah, the word of God is something that is fulfilled again and 
again and again. God even challenges the people and he says, "You are my witnesses. 
You know that I prophesied the fall of Assyria and they fell. You know that I prophesied 
the rise of Babylonia and they came, they were to come." The word of God is fulfilled 
over and over and over again because, you see, the word of God not only informs, it 
transforms. The word of God not only communicates, it creates. God speaks, things 
happen, events unfold, history transpires, great people come and go, nations rise and fall. 
Above all, the church comes into being by the preaching of the word of God. Study the 
book of Acts and there you read about the word of God spreading, increasing, prevailing 
and growing. The central action in the book of Acts is the proclamation of the word of 
God and the net effect is the creation and sustenance of the church.

Paul writing to the Corinthians, he talks about the new creation, this new thing that God 
has begun. There is going to be a great new creation at the end of history, the new 
heavens and the new earth, but that new creation has begun to be fulfilled as men and 
women become part of that future event by themselves becoming new creations in Christ. 
How does it happen? Paul points us back to the old original creation and he says this, 
"God who said let light shine out of darkness way back there at the beginning, that God 
has shone into your hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God." The word of 
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God when he speaks brings about a new creation. The new birth is part of that new 
creation. We are born from above says John 3. James says, "Of his own will, he brought 
us forth," that is, he brought us to birth, "by the word of truth." This word creates faith. It 
creates faith. The preaching of the word of God actually creates faith as well as sustains it 
in the hearts of men and women. "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God." Paul argues this in Romans 4. He argues that justifying faith came about as a result 
of the Gospel being preached to Abraham and it was like the work of God who brings life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that don't exist. The word of God preached 
to Abraham was like giving life to the dead and calling into existence something that did 
not exist. 

The promise produced the faith. The promise produced the faith. The preaching of the 
word of God is not just teaching the Bible. There is teaching involved as you can see if 
you read further down in this paragraph but it is the word of God, it does something. 
Where there is the word and the Spirit and the Spirit is always present where the word is, 
there is faith. So you can call the church or you can say that the church exists as a 
creatura verbi, it is the creation of the word. And the church goes on, the church goes on 
and lives ex auditu, by hearing. In preaching, we hear the living voice of the living God.

Now, we have our Bible study groups and our fellowship groups and we're gathered 
around and we're studying the text to discover what it says. Or we are studying the text to 
see how it applies. And in that context, that's a good activity and it's a helpful activity and 
it helps you grow in your knowledge about what the Bible says and how it works in your 
life but preaching is of a different nature than that. Preaching comes from outside you. It 
comes to you. It is delivered. It comes from above. We need the humble scholar who 
places him or herself under the authority and whose insights help us to grapple with the 
meaning of the text and its relationship to other branches of theology. We need that. We 
need that but wherever you look in the Bible, you discover that the Bible, God's word, is 
principally meant to be heard by us. It is his gift to us. We don't have anything to do with 
it, we just receive it. We receive it. It comes to us. It has priority to our ears. Herman 
Bavinck says this, "It is always the word of God, never just a sound, but a power. Not 
mere information but an accomplishment of his will. By his word, Jesus quiets the sea, 
heals the sick, casts out demons, raised the dead." 

The word did it. The word did it. As Jesus went preaching, the word cast out demons. 
The word did it because the word is the word of God. We speak in theological terms of 
the sacramental activity of the word of God. Everything that the Bible holds out to you, 
the Lord Jesus, all the benefits that are appended to the Lord Jesus, are not simply 
described in preaching, they are delivered in preaching. Salvation in Jesus is not simply 
described and applauded and offered in the preaching of the word of God, it is actually 
applied by the preaching of the word of God. It is delivered to you. It is implanted in you 
by the word of faith. Faith grows by the word of God delivered to you, received by you. 
That's why our confession says the Spirit of God makes the reading but especially the 
preaching of the word, an effectual means of enlightening and convincing and humbling 
sinners and of driving them out themselves and of drawing them to Christ and 
conforming them into his image and subduing them to his will and strengthening them 
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against all temptations and corruptions and building them up in grace and establishing 
their hearts in holiness and comfort. He speaks and listening to his voice, new life, the 
dead receive. 

You see, here is the amazing wonder of preaching: that God would use a fallible, weak 
human being, simply use his voice to stoop down to you who cannot see him because he 
is invisible to you and dwells in unapproachable light, who stoops down to you and to me 
and to cause us as we gather together to know that he is here by speaking in a human 
voice. Forget the speaker, hear him. Hear him speak to you. To remind you of his 
promises. To look into your face and say to you, "My child, I love you with an 
everlasting love. My child, you are the apple of my eye. My child, I have devoted my 
own Son for your salvation. I have demonstrated to you my love in that while you were 
still alienated and sinners, Christ died for you. My children, it is my greatest pleasure to 
be preparing for you things that you can never imagine for you to enjoy in my immediate 
presence. My beloved, I love to be present with you when you gather together to be such 
a beautiful temple for me to be here this morning." 

Your God speaks to you. He addresses you. He calls you. He loves you. And to the ears 
of faith, you hear him. You hear him. Someone in this room for the very first time and to 
their complete surprise and to their everlasting benefit has heard their God speak to them 
for the very first time and say to them, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved."

Let's pray together.

Father, we praise you that in your kindness you should stoop so low as to speak your 
word of incredible power through human means to all our hearts and the culminating 
point of worship is where the individual as the vehicle disappears and our eyes of faith 
see you and our hearts embrace you and we reach out to you in love and receive the 
great promises of the Gospel. Will you be pleased, we pray, to cause us to sense and 
know that today we heard you. We heard you. We heard you, our God. We ask this in 
Jesus' strong name. Amen.
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