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What is going on?  
 
As of 2015, Americans 18-29 years old: 
 86 % own a smartphone (up from 52 % in 2011) 
 50 % own a tablet (up from 13 % in 2011) 
 Ownership of computers, MP3s, game consoles, and ebook readers has declined since 2011 
 36 % admit they are online ‘almost constantly’ 
 The most likely adult to ‘live online’ makes more than $75,000 a year, is a college graduate, 

lives in a nonrural setting and is in the age range 
 
What is technology? 
 
‘Technology is the reordering of raw materials for human purposes.’ – Tony Reinke 
 
What is a biblical theology of technology?  
 
We need to consider what the Bible says/reveals about the use of technology. (Tony Reinke, 12 
Ways Your Phone is Changing You) 
 
1. Technology modifies creation. (Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 4:20-22) We make things out of 

created things to help humanity. 
 

2. Technology pushes back the results of the Fall. (Genesis 3:16-19) We make things out of 
created things to make life easier in a fallen world. 

 
3. Technology establishes human power. (Judges 4:3; 2 Chronicles 26:15) We make things 

out of created things to win in wars. 
 
4. Technology helps to edify souls. (1 Chronicles 23:5; Colossians 4:16) We make things out 

of created things to communicate truth. 
 
5. Technology upholds and empowers our bodies. (Isaiah 44:12) We make things out of 

created things to increase our strength and productivity and heal our bodies. 
 
6. Technology gives voice to human autonomy. (Genesis 11:3-4) We make things out of 

created things to try to escape our dependence on God. 
 



7. God governs every human technology. (Genesis 11:5-9; Colossians 2:13-15) We make 
things out of created things to do what we desire to do but God is sovereign over how far we 
will go and what it will produce. 

 
8. Technology shapes every relationship. (3 John 1:13-14) We make things out of created 

things and this impacts how we relate to one another and even view one another. 
 
9. Technology shapes our theology. (Jeremiah 6:27-30; Malachi 3:3) We make things out of 

created things and this can influence how we see God and how God communicates Himself 
to us. 

 
So the revelation of the Bible regarding technology is a mixed bag: some good and some bad. 
So, it is with today’s technology. 
 
How is technology changing us?  
 
What kinds of questions do we need to ask ourselves in light of today’s technology? 
 
 So is my smartphone a hostile enemy? Is it a cultural trinket? Is it a legitimate tool? 

 
 What is the best use of my smartphone in the flourishing of my life? 
 
 What technologies serve my aims? And what are my goals in the first place? Is technology 

my ‘mule’ or my ‘master’? 
 
 How are our phones changing us? And should we be concerned? 
 
‘Thinking about technology in a distinctly Christian way means that we consider these three key 
ideas: 
 
1. Technology is a good, God-given gift.  

 
2. Like everything else in creation, technology is subject to the curse.  
 
3. It is the human application of technology that helps us determine if it is being used to honor 

God or further human sin. – Tim Challies, The Next Story (p. 25) 
 
Glorify God with Your Smartphone - 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 
 
 
 
 

 


