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Luke 18 as we continue going through the New Testament Gospel of Luke. The Lord is 
getting closer and closer to the pinnacle of his purpose for becoming man and the climax 
of his earthly ministry and that is the cross so he begins to prepare his followers, 
particularly his innermost circle, the 12 disciples or apostles, you could call them, and we 
have a narrative describing some of what happens or happened as he did this. Luke 18, 
beginning in verse 31

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, "Behold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be handed 
over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 
and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He 
will rise again." 34 But the disciples understood none of these things, and 
the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not 
comprehend the things that were said. 

"Pressing Toward the Cross" is what I have entitled this and that's exactly what's 
happening. The Lord is exactly, perfectly on the divine timetable the heavenly Father set 
for him in his earthly ministry. He is pressing on toward that foundation stone of all that 
he is about and all that the Father's purposes are about and that is that he go to Jerusalem 
and there he would be crucified for the sin of the world.

Notice as the text shows us as he is pressing toward the cross, first of all, he gives a 
special revelation to the 12. A special revelation to the 12. We see it very clearly there in 
verse 31, "He took the 12 aside." Now, that's interesting because he is often teaching the 
masses, including his enemies, the Pharisees, the religious authorities of the Jews of the 
day, but on this occasion as he has done many times and more numerous times as he gets 
to the end of his earthly ministry, he pulls the 12 apostles aside and teaches them. On 
some occasions, he would teach parables to everyone and then he would pull his 12 aside 
and explain more thoroughly things to them. Now, there are some of the Arminian stripe 
who want to make Jesus and God so fair in their definition of fairness, they would almost 
suggest that, "Well, wait a minute now. If Jesus is going to pull some guys aside and 
teach them some things, it ought to be offered to everybody and then whoever comes can 
come. It ought to be just a universal offer to everybody." But he doesn't do that. Jesus 
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does not submit to your feelings or your understanding of fairness. He chose 12 men to 
pull aside and more thoroughly disciple, train or equip than the rest of the folks. He didn't 
call for a vote. He didn't call for a nomination or anything else. The Scripture says he, in 
fact, prayed all night and then chose 12 men.

So, first of all, I want you to note that these men are pulled aside because this is a special 
training method for leadership and we see that throughout the Scriptures. The Old and 
New Testament shows us that among the body of God's people, there are times when 
those that God has given a special gifting or a special burden or you might even say a 
special calling for leadership, they need to be pulled aside and trained more thoroughly. 
Now in this pulling aside, he gives them more truth, if you will, or you might say a more 
thorough understanding or exhortation concerning the truth but make no mistake about it, 
this is a selective group he selected to give the impartation of more deeper truth to. 

These guys are the disciples. They are certainly true believers. In one sense, we can 
broaden this out to understand that those who make up the church, and I mean the true 
church, those who are genuinely converted, are enabled by God's Spirit to grasp and see 
things the rest of the world are not enabled to grasp and see. 1 Corinthians 2:14, "But a 
natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he," note, "cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised." 
Unless God grants the Spirit to enable you to see, you can't see. I'm sorry, but the gray 
matter between your ears is not competent to comprehend the things of God. You must 
have the Spirit's assistance. John 3, Jesus talking to Nicodemus says, "Nicodemus, unless 
you are born again," here's the phrase, "you cannot see the kingdom of God." You just 
won't see it. You won't have the understanding. Matthew 11:27, "All things have been 
handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father," now, 
notice this, "nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him." Jesus uses the agency of the Holy Spirit to cause men to grasp 
or have the Christ unveiled to them so that they can see him and behold him and 
understand him.

So as Jesus pulls aside these 12 men, he is giving them special revelation. He is enabling 
them or working to enable them to grasp more thoroughly, more soundly, what his 
ministry and his mission is all about. Now to the second point here: not only is this a 
training method for the 12, there is a doctrine taught here on the authority of Scripture. 
He's teaching them a doctrine that they need to grasp. Notice how it is worded here in the 
next part of verse 31, "and said to them, 'Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 
things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be 
accomplished.'" All things that are written by the prophets concerning the Messiah, he 
calls himself the Son of Man here, is going to be accomplished. In other words, the Bible 
is fully authoritative and there is a certainty to the fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

Now, it's interesting in verse 31, he says, "we go up to Jerusalem," and then all this 
fulfillment of prophecy is going to take place. We have to remind ourselves that you 
always go up to Jerusalem. Jerusalem sits on the summit of the mountains of Judea. 
There is a figurative aspect in having to go up, never go down, go up to Jerusalem and I 

Page 2 of 14



guess this journey as he is pressing toward Jerusalem is one of the most cutting and 
contrasting paradoxes of human history. Jesus' journeying to Jerusalem is at the same 
time the saddest and the happiest event of human history. In fact, scholars tell us this is 
the third time he has announced that he is going to Jerusalem and there he is going to 
suffer, be mistreated and be killed. But in all 3 times, the text also points out that it fell on 
deaf ears. They just didn't get it.

Jesus continues on in his narrative and says, "I am going up to Jerusalem, and all these 
things that were written by the prophets are going to be accomplished." You see, friend, 
the Scriptures record the Father's word and the Father's will and to fulfill his Father's 
word and to honor his Father's will was the Lord Jesus Christ's supreme commitment. He 
wasn't here to gain popularity. Listen carefully to what I'm about to say: he wasn't here 
primarily to win souls, though that is certainly the great overflow product, you might say. 
He was here first to honor his Father's will and glorify his Father's name. 

John 6:38, "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me." Christ did not suffer in Jerusalem to gain his Father's pleasure but 
more so to honor his Father's will. He already had his Father's pleasure. He loved his 
Father and he delighted in his Father's perfect wisdom. That's why he could say, 
"Everything My Father had written to the prophets about Me is going to be accomplished. 
I'm going to do it because I delight in doing His will. My joy in life is to honor His 
word." He was predetermined that he would fulfill every prophecy and he persevered to 
see it through to the end. Hebrews 10:7 says of Christ, "Then I said, 'Behold, I have come 
(in the scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do your will, O God.'" Notice the passion 
of Jesus' heart to fulfill his Father's purposes for him. Luke 12:50, "But I have a baptism 
to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!" In other words, he was 
razor-sharp focused and wholly committed to what his heavenly Father had sent him to 
perform.

Again, we get frustrated, do we not, when we see a godless world throw around the 
person of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Well, Jesus was like this or Jesus would favor that or 
Jesus would celebrate my lifestyle," and all these different things come down the pike. I 
want to tell you what Jesus will do, he will do what his Father prescribes for him to do. 
He will honor his Father's word. If it makes everyone angry and turns everyone against 
him to the extent that in unison practically the whole world will cry, "Crucify him!" It 
didn't matter to him. His Father told him to do what he did and he did it thoroughly. 
Aren't you glad that in the infinite, love, mercy and grace of our Father his highest 
purpose for his Son was, "Go redeem the children"? But redeeming the children wasn't 
the priority, honoring the Father's will was the priority. It's just so happened that was the 
Father's will. Do you understand the importance there? You're not the centerpiece of 
history, God is the centerpiece of everything. Redemption of Christ's bride is about the 
Father's will and the Father's glory, not primarily your good. Now, you get great good but 
that's secondary to the purpose and the glory of the great God who ordains it. By the way, 
if you will meditate on that and grasp that in your heart, that will give you great, great joy 
because if you're the centerpiece of it, it makes you feel like you're responsible for part of 
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it and you know you can't keep it. But when it's all about him, you know he will keep it. 
Wow.

Well, there is a third thing here in pulling these guys aside for special revelation, this is a 
part of their leadership training. We talked about that. He is teaching them the doctrine of 
the authority of Scripture and how he will honor Scripture. But thirdly, a predetermined 
course is unveiled here. A predetermined course is unveiled. That is that predetermined 
course that he will go to Jerusalem, he will suffer and he will be crucified. We continue 
on in verse 32 and he says, "For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be 
mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will kill 
Him; and the third day He will rise again." 

Now, I don't think you and I can enter into the deep, shocking disappointment this one 
simple phrase had to these Orthodox Jews, "He will be handed over to the Gentiles." I 
mean, this was not, that was devastating news. You do understand that every Jewish man 
and woman, boy and girl, lived their whole lives hoping that the Messiah would come in 
their lifetime and there were many false messiahs that would pop up and say, "I'm the 
Messiah. I'm the Messiah." But when Jesus came, no one spoke with the authority Jesus 
spoke with. No one could perform the miracles Jesus performed. They knew that they 
knew that they knew he has finally come. And they knew what he was going to do, he 
was going to liberate Israel, free them from Roman bondage and captivity, bring in a 
great age of prosperity and blessing and health, guard them and protect them from all 
coming oppressors. It was just going to be a glorious new day on the earth and among all 
of the things the Messiah would crush the Gentiles under his feet. That's what they hold 
in their hearts. That's what they have held in their hearts for generations, for centuries, 
even millennium. And with that in their hearts, Jesus soberly says, "I'm going to 
Jerusalem," and their hearts must have rose, "Yes! It's about to happen." "And I'm going 
to be handed over to the Gentiles." "Are you kidding me? You're supposed to bring us 
deliverance from the Gentiles." Devastating. Devastating. Devastating. What a crushing 
blow to these Jewish learning disciples.

He says, "When I go, I'm not only going to be handed over to the Gentiles, I'm going to 
be mocked." What a sobering and mind-numbing episode awaits God Incarnate, Jesus 
Christ. I mean, think about it: he is divine wisdom and he is going to be mocked by 
human folly. He is divine truth and he is going to be betrayed by falsehood. He is the 
divine Word and he will be slandered by depraved lips. He is divine innocence and he 
will be scourged by heathen soldiers. He is divine life and he's going to be killed by 
mortal sinners mocking him. Child of God, if you're striving to love and honor Jesus 
Christ in this world, why are you shocked when people scoff and mock at you at work? In 
the school? In the community? They looked at the Incarnate Son of God and mocked 
him.

He said, "Not only are they going to do that, they are going to mistreat me. I am going to 
be mistreated." That word "mistreated" has the idea of "disparagement; belittlement." It 
means "to insult someone to the highest degree." In connection to that mistreatment is 
they will spit upon him. In every age and in every generation, spitting on someone was 
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the highest of insult. Yet with all of this, knowing that he faces this impudent enthusiasm 
to mistreat him, they just gloried in mistreating him. They didn't just kind of do it, they 
couldn't wait to do it. That's what the text wants you to see. Yet our Lord with total 
resolve to honor his Father's word presses on undaunted to the task.

He said, "Then they are going to scourge me." Scourge in that day meant a cat-o-nine 
tails. It is a whip with 9 strands and at each leather strand are bits of rock or metal. The 
custom of the day was to tie you up over a pole and stretch you out so that the skin on 
your back was good and tight so that the metal and the rock would sink into your flesh 
and pull out pieces of meat with each lash. It was 40 minus 1, 39 lashes is what you 
would receive but all of them came at one time. Then Jesus tells these disciples, "We're 
going to Jerusalem. This is all going to happen and then they will kill me." He was taking 
their place. He was taking our place and the Bible says, "the wages of sin is death." He 
could not deliver the foreordained children from eternal loss if he did not fulfill the 
justice that required death for their sin and their guilt so he will be killed. This was his 
Father's will for him. The cross is not an ambulance sent to the scene of an accident, it's 
the predetermined, foreordained plan of God to glorify himself by saving unworthy 
sinners through the infinite and glorious merits of his Son, Jesus Christ.

So, he will be killed thus fulfilling his Father's will and honoring his Father's wisdom and 
proving his Father's glory. Verse 33, he also says, "After I am killed, on the third day, I 
will rise again." Now, by this time, they are tuned out. As a matter of fact, I don't think 
they heard another word after, "I am going to be handed over to the Gentiles." I just think 
they blacked out. "I mean, we can't handle this." Boy, I don't want to be crude in any way 
but what if I, your pastor in one form or another for 35 years, came up here and on 10 
major points we all agree with I told you I radically oppose and I'll work against them the 
rest of my life? I think you'd be in shock. If I started with the virgin birth of Christ and 
went through everything that we hold precious and told you, "As your pastor for 35 years, 
I hate these things and I will work against them." It would just blow your mind. That's 
where they are. "The Messiah is going to be handed over to the Gentiles?" So I don't 
think they even got "rise again." I don't think they comprehended. They are not there. 
You know, it's the third day that Esther appeared before Ahaseurus, interceding for the 
people. It was the third day that Abraham came to the altar with his son, Isaac, to 
sacrifice him and there found the ram God had waiting for them caught with its horns in a 
thicket. Jesus said, "On the third day, I'm going to rise again."

Now, real quickly, just talking about all of these things being prophesied and now he is 
going to fulfill all of them, flip over, if you will, to Isaiah 53. I want to sometimes go 
back and preach a series of messages through Isaiah. It has been many, many years since 
we were there but notice how precisely these things are prophesied in the book of Isaiah, 
what, pushing 1,000 years before Jesus was even born. Isaiah 53:1, "Who has believed 
our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He," Jesus, 
"grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground." In other 
words, Israel is dry and dead spiritually and when he was born there in Bethlehem, he 
was just like a tender shoot. There wasn't much to it, just a little shoot. 
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"He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that 
we should be attracted to Him." He was not the kind of guy that you would look at and 
the men would say, "Wow! He's a man's man." Or the ladies would look at and swoon 
over.

Verse 3, "He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not 
esteem Him." That's exactly what he's saying is going to happen in Jerusalem. 

"Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted." It means God himself was smiting 
his own Son on the cross. He was fulfilling that.

Verse 5, "But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 
healed." All of this is crashing down on him because he is the vicarious atonement, for in 
our place he is taking our transgressions, our iniquities, and that we might be well off, all 
of this is falling on him.

Why? Verse 6, "All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own 
way; But the LORD has caused," in other words, God has predetermined to cause this. 
"The LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him." As he hung on the cross, he 
became sin. Our iniquity is that warpnessss of your soul that sin comes out of. He didn't 
just forgive your sin, he atoned for the warpness that produces the sin. Aren't you glad of 
that?

Verse 7, "He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a 
lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did 
not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His 
generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living For the 
transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?" The stroke was due the people 
but he was cut off and took it in their place. 

"His grave was assigned with wicked men," fulfilled completely, "Yet He was with a rich 
man in His death," Joseph, the rich man gave him the tomb to be buried in. "Because He 
had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth." 

Verse 10, "But the LORD was pleased To crush Him," God was pleased to put the 
crushing blow of our wretchedness on him and rather, the blow of judgment we deserve 
for our wretchedness on him, "putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt 
offering." He was not guilty but he rendered himself as a guilt offering for us. 

What is going to be the result of that? Verse 10, third phrase, "He will see His offspring, 
He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand." 
In other words, it's God's good pleasure that all this take place because God has got a 
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reason for it and a purpose for it and it's all going to be, now listen to me, perfectly 
accomplished through Jesus Christ.

Verse 11, "As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied." That 
pictures the heavenly Father seeing what the Son is accomplishing and the heavenly 
Father says, "Yes, you're doing it perfectly. I'm so satisfied in what you're accomplishing 
for my glory and the good of my children." "By His knowledge the Righteous One, My 
Servant, will justify the many," in other words, as we know of him and the grace he has 
bestowed and the work he has performed on our behalf, in that knowledge, we come to 
faith in him and we are justified before a holy God. "As He will bear their iniquities."

Verse 12, "Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great." God the Father said, 
"He's going to have the highest and best place." "And He will divide the booty with the 
strong," he's going to have great spoils from his conquests that will be with him forever. 
By the way, you're one of those spoils. You're part of that spoil. "Because He poured out 
Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin 
of many, And interceded for the transgressors."

"All the things prophesied," Jesus said, "will be accomplished." Now, these Jewish 
brethren were not ready for all of that. They got the glory in the Messiah but they missed 
the crown, the cross part of it. They understood the crown and the kingdom but missed 
the cross.

II. These disciples miss it completely. They just miss it completely. They couldn't see it. 
The cross of Christ is ever lost on proud hearts. Down through the centuries, our 
forefathers, Baptists and other Protestant reformers, would always point out that Roman 
Catholic doctrine always misses it. They look at it, they analyze it and they have 
historical facts but they miss it. They take every Gospel doctrine and muddy it up with 
superstition: paying penance; observing the Mass; giving indulgences; giving your loved 
ones a way through purgatory. On and on and we're so prone to do that. We are so prone 
to take the truth, look at it and then miss it. Make something out of it that's not intended 
to be there. That's what these guys were doing. They hear the message of Jesus Christ, he 
says, "I'm going to Jerusalem. I'm going to be mistreated and spit upon and scourged and 
die," and they can't get it because that's not the kind of Savior and the kind of salvation 
they wanted it to be. Someone said and I quote, "Human things must be known to be 
loved. Defined things must be loved to be known." In other words, as you sit under sound 
doctrine and sound preaching, there are some things that rattle your cage a little bit but 
when you say, "I love my Christ and since I love him, I keep learning more of him," you 
don't come with a predetermined definition of what he's got to be like, you come with 
saying, "I love him, now Lord, tell me what you're like." How do you love Christ? It 
takes a work of the Spirit or you'll never love him. There is the absolute necessity of the 
Spirit of God. 

Look at verse 34 in our text, Luke 18, we're back there, okay? Luke 18:34, always keep 
your Bible ribbon in the original text. "But the disciples understood none of these things" 
they understood none of these things. They missed it completely and "the meaning of this 
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statement was hidden from the," third time, "and they did not comprehend the things that 
were said." The scholars say it's as if Luke can't say it enough. They couldn't get it, 
couldn't understand it, couldn't comprehend it. They just didn't get it. Completely missed 
the point.

Let me give 2 sides to this: first side is the scriptural cultural contextual side; the second 
side is application for us, okay? First of all, A. The first side: they missed it looking 
forward to the cross. Here's the cross event coming up. Jesus is telling them it is coming 
up. They are looking forward to it and right now at least they are missing it completely. 
Let me throw this out that I am convinced this is the truth that is that before the cross and 
the giving of the Spirit at Pentecost, these disciples did not have the spiritual enablement 
to allow them to see that we have on this side of Pentecost and the coming of the Spirit. 
So we don't have the same, how shall I say it? We're more responsible. We're more guilty 
if we miss it. They are still learning. The Spirit is still being given, if you will. We're on 
the other side.

Let's talk about their side. Here they are looking forward to the cross. Jesus begins to 
reveal that the cross is coming. He begins to reveal all that he is going to do and all that is 
going to happen to him in Jerusalem and they are saying in effect, "This is not the Savior 
we desire you to be and this is not the salvation we desire to receive." They wanted a 
national liberator, "Free us from the bondage. We have been in bondage so much in our 
past as Jews from the Egyptians and the Babylonians and whoever else and now the 
Romans." They wanted a national liberator. They, in effect, wanted a prosperity provider. 
They wanted a health provider. They wanted a quality of life restorer. They wanted a 
defender from their oppressors. All of these are temporal and earthly and external things 
but wait, there is coming a day when he will do all that on the earth centered with Israel 
but that's not for now. That's secondary and that is later and they couldn't see that.

These longings, national liberator, prosperity provider, health provider, quality of life 
restorer, defender from oppressors, these longings are natural to the natural man or, you 
might say, to the flesh. That's why shallow or out-and-out false teachers and preachers 
focus on these things and these things are at best secondary issues. These temporal, 
earthly, external things to which they looked for in the Savior so filled their hearts that 
they could not even think in terms of any other kind of salvation. They basically said, 
"Jesus, if you'll just fit into the mold we have prescribed for you, all of this is going to be 
good. If you'll just be the kind of Jesus and provide the kind of salvation we have 
prescribed, then that's going to be fine." You know what Jesus would say to that because 
Peter told him that specifically in Matthew 16 and Jesus looked at Peter after Peter said, 
"No, no, no, no, you can't go and be handed over to the Gentiles. You can't go and die. 
That's not the way we have this figured out." Jesus quickly wheels on Peter, looks him in 
the eye and says, "Get behind me, Satan. You don't understand something, Peter, I'm here 
to do my Father's will no matter how you understand it or appreciate it or get it or 
whether you appreciate it, understand it or get it."

The kind of salvation that required this Savior, their Messiah, to be delivered over to 
Gentiles to be crucified by the hands of those Gentiles was radically opposite of their 
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hopes and their expectations. They didn't expect this. They certainly didn't understand 
this. The salvation from sin in the heart that we all need, the salvation that requires the 
preemptive work of the Holy Spirit to come in and both convict us of sin and birth new 
life within us was totally foreign to their thinking. They weren't thinking in terms of, "My 
rotten, wicked heart is full of sin and the judgment of God is against me because of that." 
They didn't think in terms of that salvation. They thought, "If we just keep the rules and 
the laws and jump through the hoops and go through the motions that our priests 
prescribe, then we're okay. We just need a liberator to get us out from under all this 
slavery and oppression." 

Remember Jesus' message to Nicodemus in John 3? Remember Nicodemus couldn't 
understand it either. He missed the point completely also. As Nicodemus talks to Jesus 
and Jesus explains to Nicodemus how it all works, it was not the salvation experience 
Nicodemus was looking for. It was foreign to him. Nicodemus was indeed looking for a 
temporal, earthly, external Savior and a temporal, earthly and external salvation. He was 
looking for that kind of salvation, listen to me, folks, that kind of salvation which we 
initiate, in which we control. Hello? Don't you naturally want that? "Show me a salvation 
that I can control. I can initiate it when I want it." Nicodemus in John 3:2 comes up to 
Jesus and calls him teacher. Now, he certainly was a teacher but he was far, far more than 
that and if Nicodemus really grasped what was going on, he would be falling down 
worshiping, not just talking eye-to-eye as a teacher in Israel. He, in effect, tells Jesus, 
Nicodemus says to Jesus, "What must I do to be right with God? Give me the formula. 
Give me the ritual, I'll perform it. Show me the hoop jump and I will do the hoop jump. I 
want to do the deal."

The rich young ruler, we talked about him a couple of weeks ago. He comes to Jesus, 
"What good thing should I do that I might inherit eternal life?" The rich young ruler went 
on to say, "I have kept all the commandments, now just give me the external things. I will 
tag that on and we will be all done." Isn't that what we are? That's where the flesh is. 
That's where we are naturally speaking. "Show me the thing to do and I will just tag that 
on." That's where these disciples basically are. That's where Nicodemus was. That's 
where the rich young ruler was. And that's where we are. Jesus explains to Nicodemus 
there in John 3, that there is, that there must be a life-giving encounter with the 
preemptive work of the Holy Spirit of God. John 3:6 and 7, Jesus speaking to Nicodemus, 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'" John 3:8, "The wind blows 
where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and 
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

So Jesus says that there is a spiritual work that works in the heart of men that is the 
centerpiece of your conversion of true salvation. They are missing it completely. Jesus 
said, "It is like the wind." Can you predict the wind? Do you know when the wind is 
going to blow North, South, East or West? Most of the time they get it right but not all 
the time. I deer hunt. I can't tell you how many times I get in a deer stand because there is 
a north wind and it's a perfect spot and, I mean, 2 hours later it's a South wind. Almost 
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every time I think, "That's what Jesus said the work of the Spirit is like. You can't predict 
him." You don't know how the Spirit of God is going to work.

So here these disciples are not understanding any of these concepts of true inward 
conversion and inward spiritual transformation. These disciples still have much to learn. 
They are still in the natural, elementary understanding of a Savior. They want a natural, 
elementary concept of a Savior that would give them a better temporal, earthly life. A 
Savior that would help them with life's present difficulties and present miseries and I 
don't mean to pick on him all the time though he is the biggest false teacher in the world 
today but Joel Osteen's concept of, "Have your best life now," that's what they were 
looking for. I'm sorry, you come to Jesus Christ and you might have your worst life 
coming but it will be a true life and he will be with you. There will be a cross to bear.

So they missed all of it. They missed that it is a preemptive work of the Spirit. Because of 
Jesus' death on the cross, the Spirit can come and convict you of sin and of your guilt and 
of your lostness and the Spirit can then convince you that Christ alone is your only means 
of redemption from your dreadful state. So they were looking forward to the cross and 
missed it completely. But my, my, my, in our day and age, how many look back to the 
cross and still miss it completely. I mean, miss it completely. These disciples looking 
forward to the cross, to Christ's work on the cross, all that he would perform for sinners 
on the cross and they miss it but so many today including so many in the professing 
church and many pastors look back on the work Christ did and they completely miss it. 

I want to be careful here. I don't want to be coarse. I certainly don't want to be arrogant in 
any way but take where we are right now in the summer time in the South and Baptists 
and evangelical churches with vacation Bible schools going on everywhere and they will 
have a closing program at the end of vacation Bible schools in most of these 
congregations, most of these churches, and some very young children will be led through 
the motions at the closing of vacation Bible school and after they do what they are told to 
do in that setting, some people who are in leadership positions, perhaps the pastors of 
those churches, will look at those children and declare them categorically saved. In my 
opinion, they completely miss it. Now listen, listen to all that I'm going to tell you: urging 
children to believe on Christ is always good. Urging children to confess their sins to God 
is always good. But adult church leaders and pastors who categorically declare these 
some very young children that if they did that in a simple prayer they are now done for 
life, it's over, they're done, that's not good. That's not in the Scripture and our Baptist 
forefathers would roll over in their graves if they saw us running these 4 and 5 year olds 
through the motions and putting them in water just based on a 3 to 5 minute message and 
getting them to go through some motions. Look back on it and miss it completely. Miss 
the point completely.

A couple of quick thoughts here because this is application. This just happens to be where 
we are as churches today. In Luke 7:32, I'm sorry, Proverbs 22:15, the Bible says, 
"Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child." Did you know that foolishness is bound 
up in the heart of a child? Do you know what "foolishness" means? It means you don't 
know how to handle serious things seriously. You don't yet know how to discern what is 
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really imported from what's not too important. You could just be childish or foolish with 
things you ought to be handling with utmost respect, honor and care. That doesn't mean 
that your child is worse than anybody else's child, it's just all of our children are bad. 
Amen? They are born sinners. They have foolishness. It's not just kind of there, it's bound 
up in their hearts.

Jesus in Luke 7:32, he says  this generation, "are like children who sit in the market place 
and call to one another, and they say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.'" Jesus says, "As I look at this generation, you're 
like a bunch of children." And when he's saying children, they are so shallow and fickle. 
A child in 1 minute will say, "Let's sing this kind of song! I want to sing this kind of 
song!" 12 seconds later, "I don't like that song. I want to sing this kind of song!" And 
they are enthusiastic about both and they just contradicted themselves totally. Does that 
mean children are...no that's just the way children are. They are just so fickle. They don't 
know what to take seriously and not to take seriously. A child is prone to love Jesus the 
way they love the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus. They don't get they are foolish. They 
don't get it.

So Jesus says, "That's what children are like." The Proverb writer says, "Children have 
foolishness bound up in their hearts." They can take a serious thing seriously one moment 
and the next moment it is not serious anymore to them. It's not that they are doing wrong, 
it's that we ought to have a little more wisdom and loving our babies enough to make sure 
they really get to Jesus and not inoculate them as if some Bishop of the church has 
declared them okay. That's not our job. That's not your job. Don't send them to hell on a 
false premise. That's not our job. Tell them to come to Christ. Tell them to believe on 
Jesus. Tell them to pray. Tell them to confess their sins. Tell them to call on Christ. But 
be very careful telling them, "If you went through that motion, it's over for you. You're 
done." Listen to me, are you listening to your pastor? The stats are in, the facts are in, this 
is nonnegotiable, non-debatable: the strong majority of kids fall away from God in their 
teenage years that made decisions in their childhood years. It's not working. Now listen: a 
little child may genuinely come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. In my 35 years of 
pastoring, it is rare but they may and we ought to urge them to come, amen? We ought to 
urge them to come. "Believe on Jesus." We believe that but can we know as pastors and 
parents that they have come to genuine saving faith in Christ? Now, that's more difficult 
because the Bible warns us, "Children are prone to shallowness and fickleness. They are 
prone to foolishness." We want to be careful there.

Often a verse or 2 of Scripture is used and it is taken completely out of context and, by 
the way, none of you are more guilty offenders than Jeff Noblit. I have done this wrong 
more than any of you and it grieves my soul but it's all I knew to do. But as I learned, I 
taught you better. Romans 10:13, "Whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." "Well, what does that mean, pastor? If you just call on the name of the Lord, you 
shall be saved. Well, what does it mean?" It's a quotation of Joel 2:32. The context of Joel 
2:32 is the coming day of the Lord when the Lord returns in awful wrath on the earth and 
those who call upon the name of the Lord in that day will be saved. It doesn't mean a 
little 90 second ritual. It's not like an evangelist comes and says, "See the signs and 
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wonders that are going on and the terrible tribulation that is on the earth. All of you, do 
this right quick and we'll all be saved." That's not what that means. It means those whose 
hearts have been changed and because of the changed conversion of their hearts, they 
become those who are known as those who call on the name of the Lord. They don't call 
on the government. They don't call on the antichrist. They don't call on the false church. 
They don't call on the ritual. They don't call on the priest. They have been changed. They 
are those who have been marked by a disposition and an attitude that is reflected in a 
lifestyle. We are callers on the name of the Lord in a world that hates him and rejects 
him. It means it's something that is different about them.

So listen, when little boys and girls, I'm not talking about my own children here or my 
grandchildren so don't think I'm on some kind of agenda to be different. That's not my 
goal. My goal is the glory of God and the salvation of precious souls. A child comes to 
you, "Granddaddy, I got saved. I called on Jesus." Don't discourage them. Don't do that. 
Say, "Wonderful. That's glorious and if the Lord has saved you and come into his life, he 
has told us to look for things so we're going to open the Bible together. We're going to 
begin studying what the word of God says and we're going to see if the Spirit tells you 
and affirms to you over and over from the word of God that, yes indeed, you have come 
to faith in Jesus Christ." But I'm not going to declare it and the pope is not going to 
declare it and Brother Jeff is not going to declare it. We're going to let the Spirit of God 
use the word of God and tell you and you tell us and we'll all be happy together. The 
souls of my grandchildren are too important. Now listen, I know there are good intending 
folks like me who I think miss it but I'd be difficult to handle knowing that somebody sat 
my for, 5, 6 year old grandchild down and said, "You just jump through this hoop and 
you're done." I'm sorry, there is not a half thimble full of Scripture to support that if you 
interpret the text properly.

What's my point? We look back on the cross and so many of us miss it. Can I say this to 
you? Let me get this to you because I've got of verse here I want to use. I know this isn't 
new to you. We've been over and over this. It's just several parents this week have come 
to me and said, "Pastor, my kids usually go to vacation Bible school here and go to 
vacation Bible school there and I think that's a good thing." They say, "But we're troubled 
that at the end, they give them a chance to be saved and they go through the motions and 
they come home confused." I don't really have an answer for you there. That bothers me 
too so I'm not saying we categorically reject other VBS's. There are some good ones out 
there but you tell me something, if God is God and justice is true and wrath is sure and 
hell is real, do you want to trust your child's soul to a 3 minute presentation? I don't 
either. I'm thankful for the 3 minute presentation but I want there to be a 3 or 13 hour 
biblical presentation following that up, amen? So it's really, what I'm troubled by is not 
necessarily what happens in those settings, it's just that they end there. No, that should be 
just the mere beginning.

Listen, there is only one person in the universe that can declare you converted and truly 
saved. Are you listening? One person and one person only and that is the second person 
of the Godhead, God the Holy Spirit. Do you remember my illustration of the tomato 
stake? One of our men sent me a picture, texted me a picture that had tomato stakes for 
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sale. He said, "Pastor, do you want me to get you one of these so you can nail it down and 
know you are a Christian?" He's picking at me and I said, "You'd better get a whole 
bundle of them because, sure enough, I'll nail that stake in the ground and a dog will pick 
it up and run off with it and I'll lose my salvation. I'll nail that stake in the ground and in 
6 to 8 years it's going to rot away and I'm not saved anymore." Here's my point: 
somebody would say, "You said to go and drive a stake in the ground and every time the 
devil tells you you're not saved, go and look at that tomato stake." Do you want the 
tomato stake to tell you you're saved or the Holy Spirit of God to tell you you're saved?

Romans 8:14-16. We look back at the cross and we miss it as bad as far as the truth of the 
Savior and the truth of salvation as these guys did in Luke 18 looking forward. Is it up 
there? "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you 
have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption as sons by which we cry out, 'Abba! Father!'" In other words, the Spirit of 
God has come into us and there is a new pattern. There is a new, it's a continual new 
disposition whereby I'm looking to my God. I have become one of those who calls on the 
name of the Lord and the name of the Lord means the totality of his attributes and 
characteristics. I don't just call on him to say, "Let me get this one little thing right and I 
get my 'get out of hell free' ticket. I'm one who looks to you now for wisdom for my life, 
for my marriage, for my child, for my finances, for my social life. I am now a looker to 
God. I'm now one who calls, 'Abba, Father.'" 

Romans 8:16, "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God." I 
was converted at age 19. I had no concept of the truth of the Scripture. No concept of all 
of these things. I went into Baptist churches and they said, "Did you pray that prayer?" I 
said, "What prayer?" And they gave me the prayer and I started praying it and I prayed it 
10,000 times in the next 5 years because I was afraid one of those times might not have 
been the right time. I may not have understood it at that minute, whatever. Do you think 
God wants to hold you in that kind of frustration? Then one day I stumbled across some 
people who said, "This is what the Scripture says about true conversion," and I started 
studying what the Bible says and the Spirit of God would testify, "Yes, that's true in you. 
Yes, that's true in you." I'd read another verse, "Yes, that's true in you." And the Spirit 
was testifying with my spirit that I am a child of God. Then they would look at me and 
say, "Do you know you are saved?" And I would say, "Yes, because the Spirit of God as I 
look at the word of God testifies in me that yes, I am one of those." Then you know you 
are saved.

Now, if a child can do that at 5, I'll baptize them. Or 8 or 15 or 27. But the Scripture does 
warn us, "Be careful with young children. Don't discourage them." Don't you go out of 
here and misquote me. I'm going to come to your house and get you. Urge them to come 
to Jesus. Urge them to confess. Urge them to call on Christ to save them. But be careful 
because, you see, they respect you. Brother Jeff, be careful declaring that little child is 
saved because they may need to keep searching and studying and praying. I've counseled 
with lots of children, lots of children. I don't know the statistic but 9.7 times out of 10 
when that little child leaves, a week or 2 later, mom or dad will say, "They're not even 
talking about it anymore. They're not even interested anymore. That new hunger for the 
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Scripture is really kind of not there. That burden about sin and sin before God." Now, 
they are sorrowful when sin gets them in trouble with mom and dad but that 
Godwardness that their sin bothered them, it's not really there. I say, "That's wonderful. 
Praise God. Keep encouraging them. Keep getting in the word with them. Let's keep 
praying that the Spirit of God will bear witness one day according to the teaching of the 
word of God that they are God's child."

So, we are much more accountable on this side of the cross. Those disciples looking 
toward the cross missed the real issue of salvation but so many of us looking back on the 
cross also miss the real truth of what salvation is. Now, here is my final statement to you 
this morning: have you missed it? Have you missed it? Can you say, "Pastor, as you 
preach, Pastor, as I study the Bible, Pastor, as I live my life, those truths that the Scripture 
says mark a child of God, the Spirit keep saying amen in my soul, yes, you are on that 
track." You say, "Well Pastor, I feel like such a wicked wretch before my God." That's 
one of the things the Spirit tells you if you belong to him. That's a good thing because 
you don't think you're too bad and need too much if the Spirit doesn't tell you. "Pastor, I 
just find myself as you preach about these glorious things of God's sovereign plan of 
salvation, how it is all centered in God, I just, something in my heart says, yes." That's 
the Spirit of God testifying you are a child of God. By the way, the Bible warns us "to 
make your calling and election sure." That means if you are the most joyous, Spirit-filled, 
Bible-believing Christian this church has ever known and you are 99 years of age and 
you are on your deathbed and you're saying, "Oh Lord, check me out again. Lord, do I 
have a heart that trembles about sin? Do I know your wrath is just against me? But I 
know my Christ has taken my sin and I joy in him," and the Spirit says, "Yes." 
"Hallelujah, let's go on home. I'm ready then." We never stop seeking him. 

Well, that's all I've got to say. Are you sure you haven't missed it? Your blood is not on 
my hands if you face the wrath of God without the cleansing of Jesus Christ. You must 
seek him with an open Bible until you can say with a clear conscience, "The Spirit is 
bearing witness with my spirit that I am a child of God." It may all begin with one simple 
moment of faith but it doesn't end there. That's barely the beginning and especially that's 
barely the beginning of assurance. Assurance is never based on going back to a point, 
assurance is based on what's happening in your ongoing life.

Let's stand together in prayer.
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