
Judge for yourself! 
Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait 

gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is 

the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 

many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is 

the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you 

in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their 

fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 

thistles? 17 Even so every good tree 
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bringeth forth good fruit; but a 

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A 

good tree cannot bring forth evil 

fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 

fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth 

good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  

21 Not every one that saith unto 

me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 

he that doeth the will of my 

Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in 

that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 

and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
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done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess 

unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye 

that work iniquity.  

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 

mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 

wise man, which built his house upon a 

rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods 

came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 

fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one 

that heareth these sayings of mine, and 

doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 

foolish man, which built his house upon the 

sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 

the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
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great was the fall of it. 28 And it came to pass, when Jesus 

had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 

doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one having authority, 

and not as the scribes.  

"

1. The two ways 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait 

gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is 

the way, that leadeth to destruction, 

and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because 

strait is the gate, and narrow is the 

way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 

that find it. 

a. Be careful not to deceive yourself 

i. Knowing the language and believing intellectually the 

right doctrines is not enough 

ii. Obeying the rules will not get you saved  
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iii. No religious act or amount of religious activity gets 

us saved 

iv. Many people are religious but not saved, they are 

lost. They are not following Jesus they are simply 

going through the motions of Christianity 

v. They are cultural Christians 

b. There are two ways each with a distinct destination 

c. The broad way leads to destruction 

i. The broad way is easy 

ii. The broad way is popular 

1. You can't decide what is right with an opinion poll 

2. The majority are not always right 

d. The narrow way leads to life 

i. The narrow way is not popular and few people are on 

this way 

ii. True believers are the minority 

iii. The narrow way is lonely and costly 

iv. The narrow way is exclusive. It is a harsh term to 

say that most aren't on the right way but that is 

what Jesus said 

e. The word strait is an interesting word.  

i. It is not used commonly any longer 
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ii. It meant strict or rigorous  

iii. It was the idea of narrow, limited in space or time, 

constricted, difficult, causing distress 

iv. The most common use today is straitjacket 

f. Do you realize that Jesus was very narrow, very strict 

in what He was saying 

i. There isn't much tolerance in God’s Word.  

ii. We may want to think that God is open and kind. We 

may think that all roads lead heaven but that is not 

what the Bible says 

iii. There is only one way. It is Jesus Christ and no other. 

iv. No room for good works. No room for other religious 

groups 

v. The harshest thing about true Christianity is that it is 

very exclusive 

vi. You either get on the strait and narrow, the tight, 

constrictive, only His way road or you can’t be saved 

g. Here is a good example of judging yourself as 

mentioned in the earlier part of the chapter. You are to 

judge yourself first  

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For 

with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 
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with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 

you again. 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is 

in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the 

beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or 

how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 

mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in 

thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast 

out the beam out of thine own eye; 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote 

out of thy brother’s eye.  

i. Has your profession of faith in Christ cost you 

anything? 

ii. Has His work in you caused any division from friends 

or family? 

iii. There are only two roads, two directions and you 

must choose one which will naturally separate you 

from others 

iv. All decisions have costs. To say yes to one thing is to 

say no to another 
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v. To follow Christ is to turn from the popular easy way 

"

2. The two trees 15 Beware of false prophets, 

which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 

are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their 

fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 

thistles? 17 Even so every good tree 

bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 

tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good 

tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 

Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 

down, and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits 

ye shall know them. 

a. Again be careful not to be deceived  
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i. You are not to judge by appearances 

ii. You are not to judge by what they say 

iii. Many will say the right thing but it will not be from 

their heart. They simply know how to deceive us  

iv. You will determine who they are by their fruits 

b. Each tree reproduces after its own kind 

i. Good fruit from the good tree  

ii. Bad fruit from the bad tree 

c. You must judge again 

i. First we judged about the two ways 

1. One way was easy, popular, fun but led to 

destruction 

2. The other way was strait, tight, constrictive, and 

narrow. It was not popular. It led to life  

ii. Now you judge not by outward appearances 15 

Beware of false prophets, which come to 

you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. 

1. They looked good on the outside but were not 

what they purported to be 
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2. They gave all appearances of being good and right 

but were rotten from the core 

d. You will reproduce what you are 

i. Be comes before do 

ii. Good trees naturally produce what is good 

iii. Bad or corrupt trees produce bad or rotting fruit 

iv. You can tell about a tree by its fruit 

e. You are to be judging yourself again 

i. Has your believing in Christ changed your life 

ii. Not discussing what a person can fake but the real 

you down deep inside 

iii. Has your purpose changed from you to Him 

iv. Has He changed you? 

f. The prophets were false 

i. The more you know them and their lives the more 

you can see that they are not genuine 

ii. They are using God to get things for themselves and 

to make much of themselves 

iii. They use people  

iv. You will know if you watch long enough if they are 

for real or not  

"
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3. Two people 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many 

will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 

devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 

depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  

a. Beware 

i. Religious service is not the way you know if they are 

genuine  

ii. What people say may not be what is really in their 

hearts 

iii. They may in their own pride believe that they are 

doing enough and good enough to do things they 

way 

iv. They may have so deceived themselves that they will 

be shocked in the judgment 

b. Again their are two  

i. One is talking it up real good 

ii. The other will be obeying 
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iii. One will believe that he has truly done great things 

iv. The other will come as a sinner believing in the grace 

of God to save him 

c. Remember words are not a substitute for obedience 

d. Religious works are no substitute for obedience 

i. They preached 

ii. They cast out demons 

iii. They did miracles  

iv. They did it in Jesus name 

v. Did you ever consider that Judas would have been a 

participator in all the great things the apostles were 

doing 

e. It is not learning the Bible, learning the vocabulary, or 

singing the songs of Zion, of Jesus, but truly obeying 

God 

f. Many will love God from the lips out but not in the 

heart 

g. What we do has nothing to do with Jesus loving us and 

saving us. It is not by works 

"
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4. Two builders 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these 

sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto 

a wise man, which built his house 

upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 

house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a 

rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings 

of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 

unto a foolish man, which built his 

house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and 

the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 

house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 28 And 

it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, 

the people were astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he 

taught them as one having authority, and not as the 

scribes.  
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a. This chapter is about choosing, deciding, judging 

ourselves  

i. There is a storm coming. It will destroy the majority 

because they will not have built on the rock 

ii. Both houses probably look very good from the 

outside 

iii. The problems will not be seen until the storm comes 

iv. We can easily fake it for a long time but not forever 

b. We have seen the illustrations 

i. The way was our beginning in this life 

ii. The trees illustrate our growth 

iii. The people illustrate our lifestyle 

iv. The houses illustrate the end of our lives when the 

big test comes 

v. The real question shown to us in this passage is that 

it is not my opinion but rather what will God say 

when it is all over 

c. We must prepare for the test, the judgment, the storm 

that is coming 

d. Real faith will result in obedience 

e. Faith is never exhibited simply in words  

i. They said Lord, Lord 
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ii. They did great stuff  

iii. But they did not obey 

iv. James told us to be doers and not hearers only 

f. As you live out who you are you will want to serve God 

g. So many are diligently studying and learning much 

about the Bible but it is having very little affect on 

their lives 

h. The Judas reminder 

i. Being close to Jesus wasn't enough, he was the 

treasurer 

ii. Participating in worship and service was not enough  

iii. Kissing Jesus was not enough 

iv. Participating in great works, miracles, etc did not 

keep Judas from being lost and going to hell 

i. Like the two builders teach us 

i. It was not about how well the house looked on the 

outside 

ii. It wasn't about them building a house, they both did 

iii. One represents someone who heard what Jesus said 

and obeyed 
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iv. The other represents someone who heard and did 

not obey 

"
5. Judgment time 

a. Which road are you on? 

i. Has your road, your decision to trust Jesus made a 

difference in your life? 

ii. Has your decision been one that cost you something? 

iii. Any decision has repercussions and costs? 

iv. Have you said yes to Jesus and no to yourself and 

the world 

b. Which tree describes you? 

i. What has your life been producing? 

ii. Remember that what you do is based on who you are 

iii. You should judge yourself and make sure that He is 

producing in you something that shows His hand, His 

power, and His work 

c. Which person are you? 

i. Do you just talk a good talk or is it real to you 

ii. Do you live in obedience to Him? 

iii. Do you really think that your religious actions make 

you deserve God and heaven 
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d. Which life, house, are you building? 

i. Are you a doer or just a hearer 

ii. Does the Lord Jesus have any effect on your life 

iii. have you dug deep and put in the foundation that 

can stand the test of time 

iv. Will your faith stand the tests that are coming 

e. Don’t look at others and judge them 

i. Look at yourself 

ii. Put out of your eye whatever is there 

iii. Make this a time of inward reflection 

iv. Seek God, ready to believe and obey 

v. Trust and obey for there is not other way to be 

happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

"
"

"
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