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Blameless 

June 1, 2014 
By C. Benjamin Dill 

 
1Timothy 3:1-13   
1  This is a true saying, If a man desire the 

office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.  
2  A bishop then must be blameless, the 

husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 
good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach;  

3  Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous;  

4  One that ruleth well his own house, having 
his children in subjection with all gravity;  

5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the church 
of God?)  

6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride 
he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  

7  Moreover he must have a good report of 
them which are without; lest he fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil.  

8  Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
doubletongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre;  

9  Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience.  

10  And let these also first be proved; then let 
them use the office of a deacon, being 
found blameless.  
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11  Even so must their wives be grave, not 
slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.  

12  Let the deacons be the husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and their own 
houses well.  

13  For they that have used the office of a 
deacon well purchase to themselves a good 
degree, and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  

 
Titus 1:5-9   
5  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 

shouldest set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I 
had appointed thee:  

6  If any be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, having faithful children not accused of 
riot or unruly.  

7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not self-willed, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not 
given to filthy lucre;  

8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate;  

9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers.  

 
1Peter 5:1-5   
1  The elders which are among you I exhort, 

who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed:  
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2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind;  

3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being examples to the flock.  

4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, 
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.  

5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves 
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject 
one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble.  

 
Today is a special day here at Lighthouse. 
Today we will officially add to our Church 
leadership two new Elders who have proven 
themselves loyal and qualified to serve in this 
office; and have, for more than a year now, 
been serving in an apprenticeship capacity on 
our Elder board. 
 
We will also today, ordain one new deacon 
who has thoroughly proven himself a loyal and 
genuine servant to the Church. 
 
Today’s message will be in the form of a 
charge to these candidates and their wives.  
 
The truths I will present to us today are not just 
for Deacons and Elders; they are for every 
believer. They are the keys to a successful life 
of bringing glory to the Lord Jesus. 
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Bringing glory to the Lord, both here in the 
Church and out there in the world is in itself the 
very definition of success by God’s standards. 
 
These men and their wives have already 
demonstrated that they continually practice the 
principles I am about to share. Our challenge 
today is that you would make them yours as 
well. 
 
Psalm 15:1-5   
1  A Psalm of David. LORD, who shall abide in 

thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill?  

2  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his 
heart.  

3  He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbor.  

4  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; 
but he honoreth them that fear the LORD. 
He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not.  

5  He that putteth not out his money to usury, 
nor taketh reward against the innocent. He 
that doeth these things shall never be 
moved.  

 
There are two questions addressed to us as 
we read this amazing Psalm that is short but 
jam packed with truth and guidance. 
 
Who shall abide in thy tabernacle? And… 
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 
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I. These two places are the most important 
in all your life!  
 
A. The first is the place we meet with God here 
on earth.  
 
1. Today, God’s tabernacle, His dwelling place 
is the Body of Christ, which is your Church. 
 
2. Immediately upon salvation, God’s first 
command that we be baptized and thus added 
to the body, places us where God wants us to 
remain.  
 
3. Who will abide? Who will inhabit or remain? 
 
4. It is those whose lives match the description 
that follows in verses 2-5. 
 
5. These whom we honor today by inferring 
upon them the offices to which God has called 
them are not quitters; they are men who abide 
steadfast in the house of the Lord. 
 
6. They will not be dislodged by angry words or 
uncomfortable circumstances or the lure of 
something more fun or more exciting some 
other place; they are here for Jesus and they 
refuse to be moved by anyone or anything 
else! 
 
7. There is no greater asset to one who is a 
part of God’s building than that he refuses to 
be moved. 
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8. Forgiveness, longsuffering, love, time, 
growth, improvement and the grace of God can 
repair any breach or heal any wound as long 
as you simply refuse to quit! 
 
B. The second is the place where we will 
spend eternity with the Lord. 
  
1. God’s holy hill is mount Zion.  
 
2. We are not speaking only of the earthly Mt. 
Zion upon which sat the temple in Israel; there 
is another we seek. 
 
3. Hebrews 12:22-24   
22  But ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 
angels,  
23  To the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect,  
24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, … 
 
4. 2Peter 3:10  But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.  
Then he asks of us… 
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2Peter 3:11-14   
11  Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness,  
12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat?  
13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.  
14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless.  
.  
5. What manner of person is looking forward to 
this holy city? To this amazing company? To 
dwelling literally with Jesus Himself? 
 
6. It is the kind we are honoring today. 
 
II. God describes those who abide in His 
house and go on to inhabit His kingdom. 
(There are two sides.) 
 
A. Their inward character. 
 
1. Psalm 15:2  He that walketh uprightly, and 

worketh righteousness, and speaketh the 
truth in his heart.  

 
2. Many are the preachers that stand up and 
tell you how you ought to live and how you 
ought to give and how you ought to love that 
simply do not believe it for themselves. 
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3. Various studies reveal that a high 
percentage of preachers simply do not believe 
what they stand up and preach every Sunday. 
 
3. These men we honor today are able to stand 
up and proclaim what the Bible says as real 
and true with conviction because they really do 
believe it themselves! 
 
4. It was from the heart they came to know 
Jesus.  
Romans 10:10  For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness...  
 
5. It is from a heart transformed by the power 
of God that they are able to speak truth 
because that is what is in them.  
Luke 6:45  A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is 
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for 
of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaketh.  
 
B. Their outward character. 
These are the things parents ought to be 
teaching their kids today; just look at this list: 
 
Who will abide, God asks? 
 
1. Psalm 15:2  He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart.  
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     a. This word does not mean vertical. 
 
     b. It means with integrity and in truth! 
  
2. Psalm 15:2  He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the 
truth in his heart.  
 

a. These men step up to take on the work 
that needs to be done in the house of the 
Lord. 
 
b. James 1:22-25   
22  But be ye doers of the word,     and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and 
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding 
his natural face in a glass:  
24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what 
manner of man he was.  
25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 
this man shall be blessed in his deed.  
 
c. We know that our labor is not in vain.   
1Corinthians 15:58  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord.  
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3. Psalm 15:3  He that backbiteth not with his 
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor 
taketh up a reproach against his neighbor.  
 
     a. God requires that we his servants be not 

only blameless but also harmless.  
Philippians 2:15  That ye may be 
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world;  
 
b. Verse three means that these men: 
…will not gossip about you; 
…they will not do harm to you; 
…and they will not join in with others who 
do. 
 
c. Wow, just think what a Church would be 
like if every member took up this pledge and 
kept it!   
 
d. Will you take up this pledge this morning? 
Repeat… 

     …I will not gossip about you; 
…I will not harm you; 
…and I will not join in with others who do. 

 
4. Psalm 15:4  In whose eyes a vile person 
is contemned; but he honoreth them that fear 
the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, 
and changeth not.  

a. Contemned is a word we don’t use much   
today; it is the Hebrew word ‘bazaw’; it 
means to disesteem or to disdain. 
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b. It means they call sin, sin: they consider 
the vile to be what it is and do not pretend it 
to be otherwise. 
 
c. Although not politically correct nowadays 
this is still right before God. 
 
d. There are two particular categories in 
which this command is grossly neglected by 
Christians today. 
 

1). One is the rock stars and the harlots 
and sodomites of modern entertainment 
today.  They are vile and are not to be 
lifted up as examples to our children and 
other believers! 
2). The other is the false preachers luring 
immature believers in with a false but 
sweet sounding gospel. 
 

2Corinthians 11:13-15   
13  For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ.  
14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light.  
15  Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall 
be according to their works.  

 
5. Psalm 15:4  In whose eyes a vile person is 
contemned; but he honoreth them that fear 
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the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, 
and changeth not. 
 

a. Who do you lift up and exalt as 
heroes around your house? 
 
b. Those that dance with the stars or 
those who preach truth and lay down 
their lives for the Lord? 

 
6. Psalm 15:4  In whose eyes a vile person is 
contemned; but he honoreth them that fear the 
LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, 
and changeth not. 
 

a. This is a principle that is all but lost in 
America today. 
 
b. This is what will make or break your 
Christian witness before the world. 
 
c. This means that when you make a 
deal, when you sign a contract, when 
you agree on a payment or you make a 
promise of any kind…you keep your 
word no matter what. 
 
d. I understand that in all likelihood most 
if not all of us have failed in this 
somewhere; through a bad debt or a 
divorce or something… 
 
e. You can’t undo the past but you sure 
can correct the future!  
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f. My dad concerning riches was a poor 
man; he was not particularly good at 
handling money; He did however, instill 
in me that a good name is better than 
riches; that means you pay your debts 
no matter what! 
 
g. I am thankful my dad taught me this; 
to this day no one has ever lost a dime 
on me; I have paid every debt I have 
ever owed; even those that hurt. 

 
7. Psalm 15:5  He that putteth not out his 
money to usury, nor taketh reward against the 
innocent. He that doeth these things shall 
never be moved.  
 

a. These men do not take advantage of 
the naïve or those ignorant of handling 
money. 
 
b. Car title loan companies, pawn 
shops, high interest credit cards…oh the 
list is long; theft is now legal in so many 
ways I am surprised that any thief would 
still do it illegally. 
 
c. It is part of being harmless. 
 

 
In Conclusion:  
 
Blameless does not mean sinless; no one 
but Jesus has ever accomplished that. 
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Gentlemen and ladies, the scripture 
requires that you be blameless and is quite 
clear on what that means. 
 
It furthermore says you must ‘be’, not 
‘always have been’ blameless. 
 
All the requirements on the list are not just 
for us, they are for everyone. 
 
You have proven that in spite of the past 
and its failures though many; you stand 
proven by time and trial ready to take on 
the titles of elder and deacon to go along 
with the job you have already been doing. 
 
Serve the Church well; your labor will not 
go unrewarded. 


