
Joel 3 

Joel 3 The Valley of Decision 

Those days and that time … 

 

I. Restoration of Judah 

 A. Grace 

 B. Repentance 

 

II. Judgment of Nations 

 A. Guilt 

 B. Recompense 

 

III. Jesus and Judgment 

 A. Immediate Concern 

 B. Apocalyptic Event 

  

… the nations gathered before Him.  

 

Children, Listen … 

1. What is a good word you can use to describe God’s kindness to 

sinners? 

2. What do you think God thinks about those who mistreat His people? 

3. Is there a day when God will call all His people to be with Him 

forever? 

4. What will that day be like for those who do not believe? 

5. Why do you think Jesus and the prophets warn about that day of 

judgment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valley of Whose Decision? 

The term “valley of decision” is sometimes misapplied by enthusiastic 
preachers when urging sinners to come to an immediate “decision” to 
follow Jesus. Such a call to urgency is not at all a bad thing, but that is not at 
all what Joel has in mind. The prophet refers to the momentous event when 
the judgment of God is meted out on “all nations” and the “decision” of the 
judge comes down on all their wickedness and unbelief. It is the end of a 
dramatic cosmic courtroom scene in which mankind is finally called to 
account for rejecting Jesus as Lord and refusing to submit to God. In that 
day the opportunity to repent is long gone. On the other hand God has 
saved a people unto Himself to be His own forever. This may seem like 
heavy duty doom and gloom prophetic preaching. It is heavy duty indeed 
but it is also the message of God who is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love. Jesus’ own teaching is in perfect 
harmony with Joel’s ominous message of judgment and yet is, at the same 
time, along with the prophet,  a message of love, grace, forgives and 
reconciliation. The question to those who have gone before us was: where 
do you stand in relation to the Holy God. The issue for those who have 
passed on is settled. The question is the same for all living today and will be 
till the Kingdom comes in fullness … where do you stand in relation to the 
Holy God. There will be a day of reckoning for all nations and the people 
that make up those nations. Those who have received mercy through the 
shed blood of the Lamb through the grace of repentance will be secured 
once and for all and forever. Yet those who rejected the Savior will be 
subjected to the holy scrutiny of God Almighty – found guilty they will be 
subjected to the wrath of the Lamb. Is there another way? One prophet 
asks: Who can stand before his indignation? The answer lies in Christ alone. 
As the apostle Paul writes: “Since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 Would you know 
Jesus as Judge or Savior? 
 

 

 


