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!
“GOD’S WORDS TO ISRAEL, AND TO US”!!

I. Introduction !
A. The whole point of the exodus from Egypt was for Israel to be established 

as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation and God’s treasured possession.  !
1. God redeemed Israel from the house of bondage in order that he 

might cause his presence to dwell in their midst.  !
2. But this was put in jeopardy when the people committed their great 

sin with the golden calf.  !
3. How would this sinful people be able to survive if they had the 

holy God dwelling among them? !
B. The same question confronts you and me.  !

1. Though we are redeemed from our bondage to sin through faith in 
Christ, we continue to struggle with sin and we still commit sins.  !

2. How can we live in communion with God?  !
3. As we study this passage today, we will see that God answers that 

question by speaking three words to the people of Israel and to us.  !
4. He speaks a disastrous word, a mediated word, and a reassuring 

word.  !
II. A Disastrous Word !

A. The passage begins by describing the disastrous word that God speaks to 
his people after their great sin with the golden calf.  !
1. While the Lord tells Moses to move on from Sinai to the Promised 

Land, the way in which God refers to the people of Israel clues us 
in to the fact that all is not well.  !
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2. God does not call Israel “my people” but “the people.”  !
3. He is distancing himself from them.  !
4. A little word can make a world of difference.  !

B. The distance between God and Israel is made explicit when God tells 
Moses that he will not go with them into the Promised Land.  !
1. He will give them the land, but he will not dwell in their midst.  !
2. This means there will be no longer be a glory-cloud traveling with 

them.  !
3. It means there will be no tabernacle.  !
4. God will send an angel ahead of them to drive out the inhabitants 

of Canaan, but this time God’s name will not be in the angel.  !
5. Back in chapter 14, there was a close connection between God’s 

angel and the glory-cloud that signified God’s presence.  !
6. When the angel moved behind the people just before the crossing 

of the Red Sea, the cloud also moved behind them. (Ex. 14:19)  !
7. Here in chapter 33, God is telling Moses that that kind of 

connection will no longer be the case.  !
C. God explains that he has to distance himself from Israel in this way or else 

he will consume them in his wrath.  !
1. Because God is holy, his presence is deadly to sinners.  !
2. The Israelites made the calf because they wanted to experience 

God’s nearness, but in doing so they lost sight of God’s holiness.  !
3. They sought God’s presence in the wrong way.  !
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4. Now they are threatened with the loss of God’s presence.  !
5. This shows us the danger of trying to draw near to God on our 

terms.  !
6. If we do that, we will only end up distancing ourselves from God.  !

D. The Israelites were devastated by God’s announcement that he was not 
going with them. !
1. They responded to this disastrous word by mourning over what 

they had done.  !
2. They took off the fancy clothes that they wore during the golden 

calf celebrations, and they remained that way for the rest of their 
time in the wilderness.  !

3. Think about this for a moment.  !
4. God was telling them that he was going to give them their best life 

now.  !
5. He was going to drive out the inhabitants of Canaan for them.  !
6. He was going to bring them into a land flowing with milk and 

honey.  !
7. Yes, he was going to withdraw his presence from them, but this 

was for the sake of their own safety.  !
8. Yet the Israelites saw this as more disastrous than the sort of events 

that are portrayed in blockbuster summer movies.  !
9. Their eyes had been opened to see the truth.  !
10. By God’s grace, they realized that having God’s blessings without 

having God himself was not something to be desired.  !
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11. It was something to be dreaded.  !
III. A Mediated Word !

A. We turn now to the second part of our text, where God speaks a mediated 
word to his people.  !
1. This section begins by telling us that Moses took the tent and 

pitched it outside the camp, far off from the camp.  !
2. The terms “outside” and “far off” underscore the distinction 

between this tent and the tabernacle, even though both were called 
“the tent of meeting.” !

3. The tabernacle was going to be pitched right in the middle of 
Israel’s camp, but this tent was set up far away from the camp.  !

4. Another difference was that this tent was not a permanent dwelling 
for God.  !

5. The glory-cloud only descended upon it when Moses entered into 
it. !

B. While this tent was not set up in Israel’s midst, Moses enjoyed intimate 
communion with God when he went out to it.  !
1. There God spoke with Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his 

friend.  !
2. This doesn’t mean that Moses literally saw God’s face but only that 

God spoke with him directly, not in dreams and visions.  !
3. God set things up in this way in order to teach the Israelites about 

their need for a mediator.  !
4. If they wanted to seek the Lord’s will with regard to a particular 

situation, they would have to go out to the tent and ask Moses to 
inquire on their behalf.  !
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C. As we have noted in our previous studies, in his role as mediator between 
God and Israel, Moses served as a typological foreshadowing of Christ, 
the one true Mediator between God and man.  !
1. Because of our fallen estate, we cannot approach God or know God 

apart from a mediator.  !
2. It is through the mediation of Christ that God makes himself 

known to his people.  !
3. Jesus is God’s complete and final word to us.  !
4. As the writer of Hebrews explains in the opening chapter of his 

letter, “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to 
our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us in his Son” (Heb. 1:1-2a)  !

5. The fact that Jesus is God’s final word to us mean we should only 
look for God to speak to us today through the Spirit-inspired 
testimony to Jesus that he has provided in the Scriptures.  !

6. God speaks to his people today through Christ, by the Spirit, in his 
Word. !

7. To look elsewhere is to undermine both the sufficiency of Scripture 
and the necessity of Christ’s mediation.  !

IV. A Reassuring Word !
A. We turn now to the third part of our passage, where we see how the Lord 

spoke a reassuring word to his people.  !
1. Moses responded to God’s devastating word by once again 

interceding for Israel.  !
2. And Moses bases his prayer upon two things.  !
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3. First, he points out that God had said of him, “I know you by name, 
and you have also found favor in my sight.”  !

4. In other words, Moses is calling attention to the fact that God is the 
one who appointed Moses as covenant mediator for Israel.  !

5. He is telling God that he should listen to his prayers because God 
appointed him to offer these prayers.  !

B. Second, Moses says, “Consider too that this nation is your people.”  !
1. The Israelites are not “the people.”  !
2. They are God’s people.  !
3. God has elected them as his own.  !

C. Christ’s intercession for us is based upon the same two things.  !
1. It is based on the fact that God has appointed him to his 

mediatorial office and on the fact that God has appointed certain 
people for salvation.  !

2. This is why Jesus begins his great high-priestly prayer in John 17 by 
saying to God the Father, “you have given [the Son] authority over 
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.” (Jn. 
17:2)  !

D. Let’s briefly consider Moses’ three requests.  !
1. First, he says, “show me now your ways, that I may know you in 

order to find favor in your sight.”  !
2. This reminds us that the way to know God is through God’s 

revelation of his ways.  !
3. We should not try to know God through some kind of mystical 

experience but should focus our attention upon his word of self-
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revelation.  !
4. As commentator Douglas Stuart explains, “There is little room for 

mysticism in biblical religion; we do not know God by having some 
sort of inexplicable ethereal communion with him, in which our 
feelings are used as the evidence for our closeness with him.  We 
know him by knowing his ways (i.e., his revealed standards, 
revealed methods, and revealed benefits) — in other words by 
objective, rather than subjective, emotional, means.” [Stuart, 701]  !

E. The second thing that Moses asks is that God’s presence would go with 
them.  !
1. If God would not go with them, then they may as well not bother to 

go. !
2. Having God’s presence in their midst was the thing that made 

Israel distinct from all the other peoples of the earth.  !
3. This is just as true of the church today.  !
4. If we fail to hold on to the knowledge of God that comes through 

his Word of truth, we will lose our distinction from the world.  !
5. Sadly, this is exactly what is happening in so many churches in our 

day.  !
6. God’s presence in our midst can only be retained by our holding 

fast to his truth.  !
F. Moses’ third request is so bold that it might even appear to border on 

irreverence.  !
1. He says to God, “Please, show me your glory.”  !
2. The Hebrew term for “glory” means heaviness, splendor, and 

dignity.  !
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3. Moses was asking to be given a vision of God’s greatness.  !
4. He did not ask this for selfish reasons.  !
5. He didn’t ask for it because he wanted to have a “mountain top” 

experience of being close to God.  !
6. He had already had a mountain top experience.  !
7. Moses made this request because he wanted to be assured that the 

covenant had really been renewed.  !
8. Back in chapter 24, the covenant was ratified by a manifestation of 

God’s glory to Moses and Israel’s leaders (see 24:9-11).  !
9. But the Israelites broke the covenant when they made the golden 

calf and worshipped it.  !
10. Moses wanted God to reassure him, and the people, that they were 

once again under God’s favor.  !
G. The Lord heard Moses’ prayer because Moses found favor in his sight.  !

1. This does not mean that Moses earned God’s favor but that God 
was pleased to extend his favor to him.  !

2. This description of Moses points us to Christ.  !
3. You may recall that at Jesus’ baptism, God the Father declared, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.” (Mt. 3:17)  !
4. God’s acceptance of us is based upon the fact that he is well-

pleased with Christ.  !
5. The fact that you have such a mediator with God should bring you 

immense comfort.  !
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6. Your God will withhold no good thing from you when you have 
Jesus pleading on your behalf.  !

H. God responds to Moses’ request to see his glory by saying that he will 
make all his goodness pass before Moses and will proclaim his name ‘The 
LORD.’ !
1. He will assure Moses of the goodness that he will extend to his 

people and of his covenant bond with them.  !
2. This is confirmed by his statement, “I will be gracious to whom I 

will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy.”  !

3. This is why Moses can be assured that God will extend his grace to 
Israel.  !

4. God’s acceptance of Israel is not based upon anything that they 
have done but is based entirely upon God’s sovereignty in 
determining the objects of his favor.  !

I. Though Moses was given a glimpse of God’s glory, it was not a direct 
sight of that glory. !
1. As God explains, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 

and live.”  !
2. Moses would only be permitted to see God’s glory from behind.  !
3. Of course, this is another example of anthropomorphism.  !
4. God does not have a physical body, so this mention of his “back” 

needs to be taken as an analogy.  !
5. Moses’ sight of God’s glory was like those times when you catch a 

quick glimpse of someone before they disappear around a corner.  !
6. Moses was only able to see the periphery of God’s glory.  !
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7. This tells us that, while God is indeed present in the midst of his 
people, he has to keep himself hidden from our full view or else we 
would be utterly destroyed by the sight of his glory.  !

8. As the apostle John explains in his first epistle, it is only when we 
are made perfectly like God that we will be able to see him as he is.  
(1 Jn. 3:2)  !

9. And even then, we will only be able to see God as he reveals 
himself to us in the Son and by the power of the Spirit.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. We might wonder why God would treat his people in the way that he did 

in this passage.  !
1. After all, he had forgiven them of their sin.  !
2. He knew that the tabernacle would be built and that he would 

dwell in their midst.  !
3. Why tell them otherwise? !
4. And what does this mean for us today?  !

B. It tells us that God wants us to realize that there is nothing in this world 
that is as disastrous as the judgment that would come upon us if we were 
still in our sins.  !
1. Whether you realize it or not, the worst thing that could ever 

happen to you would be for God to tell you that he is no longer 
going to be with you. !

2. Make sure that you are always growing in your appreciation of the 
promise that Jesus gave to all who put their trust in him when he 
said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


