
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                          p. 37 

 

Message #15                Matthew 5:33-37 

 

William Hendriksen said concerning this section of Scripture: “What we have here in Matthew 

5:33-37 (cf. James 5:12) is the condemnation of the flippant, profane, uncalled for, and often 

hypocritical oaths, used in order to make an impression and to spice daily conversation.  Over 

against that evil Jesus commends simple truthfulness in thought, word and deed” (p. 309). 

 

JESUS CHRIST, THE RIGHTEOUS KING, GIVES HIS DISCIPLES TEACHING 

CONCERNING THE IMPORTANCE OF THEM BEING MEN WHO KEEP THEIR  

 WORD , NOT MEN WHO MAKE A BUNCH OF OATH PROMISES. 

 

Now let’s set the context.  The Scribes and Pharisees were interpreters and teachers of Israel.  

They expounded principles from the O.T. Law.  Sometimes they got it right and many times they 

got it wrong.  They even added their own prohibitions and commandments to the O.T. Law.  So 

Jesus gets at the heart of the issue when He says simply let your yes be yes and your no be no.  In 

other words, live your life as a person of your word.  You do not need to embellish language, just 

let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no.” 

 

This does not mean that there are not times when one says, “God is my witness.”  In fact, Paul 

did this very thing on certain occasions (Rom. 1:9).  Paul used this to stress how often he prayed 

for the Romans: II Cor. 1:23 – God was Paul’s witness concerning his actions toward the 

Corinthian church; Gal. 1:20 – God was Paul’s witness that he was not lying concerning the fact 

that he received the Gospel directly from Jesus Christ.  The truth is God is the witness of 

everything we do and say, but this is not the same as swearing an oath. 

 

PART #1 – Jesus tells the disciples what they had  heard  to this point about oaths.  5:33 

 

The Scribes and Pharisees had drawn their teachings about this subject from a variety of O.T. 

passages.  For example: 

 

Lev. 19:12 - “And you shall not swear falsely by My name so as to profane the name of your  

                       God.” 

Num. 30:2 - “When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath…he shall not violate his  

                       word. 

Deut. 23:21 - “When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay it.” 

 

Now the leading, teaching Jews drew two principles from these verses and they taught the 

people: 

 

Principle #1 - You shall not make any  false  vow or promise to the LORD. 

 

Principle #2 - You shall always  fulfill  any vow or promise you make to the LORD. 
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PART #2 – Jesus tells the disciples what He  says  about oaths.  5:34-36 

 

Now the Scribes and Pharisees had developed a system whereby promises could be made that 

was greater or lesser.  If, for example, one made a promise or oath and did not use the name of 

God or the name of the Lord in it, one had a loophole to get out of it.  It wasn’t considered so bad 

if one made some vow or promise and used as a witness heaven or earth, rather than God. 

 

Jesus was sick of these promises and words and He says make no oaths or promises to God.  In 

other words, I don’t want my people making any vows.  Jesus says those who are righteous don’t 

need to make a bunch of special vows or promises. 

 

(Prohibition #1) - Do not make an oath swearing by  heaven .  5:34 

 

The noun heaven has an article which means we are speaking of the heaven where God’s throne 

is located.  We are not to embellish our promise by vowing to heaven because this is the 

residency of God. 

 

(Prohibition #2) - Do not make an oath swearing by  earth .  5:35a 

 

One was not to swear by the earth for the earth is the  footstool  of God. 

 

(Prohibition #3) - Do not make an oath swearing by Jerusalem.  5:35b 

 

One was not to swear by Jerusalem for this is the city of God. 

 

(Prohibition #4) - Do not make an oath swearing by one’s own  head .  5:36 

 

The point of this kind of oath was I swear by my own head or life that what I am telling you is 

true.  Jesus makes a point that the person doesn’t even have power to change the color of his 

natural hair, let alone really prove one is right with God. 

 

PART #3 – Jesus tells His disciples to not use   oaths , but be people of their word.  5:37 

 

This is exactly what James also taught (James 5:12). 

 

All a person has to do is be a person of his word.  Let your yes mean yes and let your no mean 

no.  Don’t make a bunch of foolish promises or oaths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


