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Perseverance in Ministry, Part 2 
 
As we approach our passage this morning it is important that we all have a general understanding of the 
Sacrificial System of the Old Testament.  As most of you know by now, there primarily were eleven 
offerings prescribed by God in the Old Testament and that these offerings fell into three categories. 
 
The first category is that of the Expiatory Offerings.  Expiatory Offerings dealt with the person’s sin, of 
which there was the sin offering and the guilt offering, with the sin offering being the primary sacrifice. 
 
The second category of offerings is the Consecratory Offerings. The Consecratory Offerings pictured 
the devotion and dedication of the worshipper to God on account of his forgiven sin.  Here there were 
three offerings: the burnt, cereal, and drink offering, with the burnt offering being the primary sacrifice. 
 
Thirdly, there are the Communal Offerings.  The Communal Offerings allowed the worshipper to take the 
sacrifice home and enjoy a fellowship meal with his local priest. Here the picture was that of the 
fellowship that God had with His people that was restored on account of the offering of sin. There were 
six such offerings in this category: the peace, wave, thank, votive, freewill, and ordination offerings; with 
the peace offering being the primary sacrifice. 
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Now all of these offerings point us to Christ.1   And yet the system wasn’t so simple. The application and 
administration of these offerings brought a complexity to the sacrificial system which can be hard to 
grasp.2

 

 For example, when we look at the Sacrificial System we note that there were also these 
distinctions: 

• Public Sacrifices (which required a male offering).   
• Private sacrifices (which required a female offering).   
• Fixed sacrifices (which were required regardless of the worshipper’s financial situation).   
• Varying sacrifices (whose number ascended and descended according to the circumstances of 

the offerer).   
• Outer sacrifices (which were applied to the altar of Burnt Offering in the outer court of the 

sanctuary). 
• Inner sacrifices (those sacrifices which were brought into the Holy of Holies).  **and I think the 

most profound**   
• Sweet Savor sacrifices (those sacrifices deemed “well-pleasing” to God3

• Non-Sweet Savor sacrifices (which were required when it came to the forgiveness of sin and 
hence used only of the sin offering). 

 because they were freely 
offered by the worshipper, did not involve sin, and so were expressions of the worshiper’s 
devotion to God- that is, the burnt and peace offerings) 

 
It is this latter distinction that has great import on the passage at which we are looking this morning.  As 
you know, Gaius was a disciple of John the Apostle and so held a special place in this pastor’s heart.  
Thus when John learned that Gaius was being persecuted for righteousness sake (persecution that arose 
NOT from the non-believers of the city in which Gaius lived, BUT from Gaius’ pastor and church!) the 
apostle was not about to stand by and say nothing.  This epistle represents John’s exhortation to Gaius 
to remain steadfast and faithful to the Lord when it came to the ministry to which God had called him 
regardless of what the world, the church, or even his pastor might say.   
 
See, Gaius was a potential casualty when it came to ministry.  Place yourself in his shoes and it doesn’t 
take much imagination to know that quitting was a very real possibility.   
 
Last time we saw that perseverance in the ministry is a matter of faithfulness, which is one of the 
greatest accomplishments that can be attained by any servant of Christ.  Faithfulness trumps any return 
over which we might be tempted to boast.  It is more important than… 
 

• Conversions.    
• Awards.   
• Compliments.   
• Arguments won.   
• Churches planted.    
• Degrees attained. 

 

                                                      
1 Compare John 5:39-40 
2 As Christ’s sacrificial work was behind all of these offerings, all of this and more was required to picture the glorious 
implications that arise from His cross! 
3 The Biblical language utilizes the phrase, “soothing aroma.” 
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That was the first word of encouragement John gave Gaius in our text that he might remain in the 
ministry. 
 
Well Pleasing to God 
 
Now we turn our focus to the second word of encouragement. It is equally profound. Notice,  that 
perseverance in ministry is a matter of being well-pleasing to God. 
 

3 John 6, “and they bear witness to your love before the church; and you will do well to send them 
on their way in a manner worthy of God.” 

 
Recall that it was not just one missionary that had returned from the field and reported to John about 
Gaius but a steady stream, all of which “bore witness before the apostle’s congregation as to Gaius’ love 
for Christ and His kingdom.” Again, what was Gaius doing? 
 
Recall that John had sent out numerous missionaries to Asia Minor- missionaries who went without 
provisions for, according to Biblical precept, the body of Christ was to support such men as these.4  Yet 
the pastor of the church of which Gaius was apart was in rebellion against God.5   Accordingly he refused 
to support any missionary whom he did not like.  In fact, it was so bad that if any in the church helped 
one of the ministers sent by John, Diotrephes would excommunicate them from the church.6

 
  

Well Gaius couldn’t submit to such a decree. Accordingly he supported each and every missionary sent 
out by John and so no doubt incurred the wrath of his local church.  Now lest this faithful disciple of the 
Lord grow weary in doing well;  lest he allow Diotrephes’ anger, threats, and attacks to make him 
compromise his ministry,  John penned this epistle to encourage Gaius that he might persevere in the 
ministry and so continue to send out the missionaries that visited him “in a manner worthy of God.”   
That is, well funded, well fed, and well supplied! So, what was the second word of encouragement? 
 
The second word of encouragement was “and they bear witness to your love before the church; and you 
will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.”  Though John employs an idiomatic 
expression which had the weight of an appeal, nevertheless his word-choice is significant. The word for 
“well” is a special term in the Bible. It is an adverb derived from kalov~ which refers to that which is 
intrinsically good, and so well-pleasing to God.7

 

 From this we conclude that what Gaius did in his support 
of the saints and what he would continue to do was something that was well-pleasing to God! 

 Now you talk about encouragement!  How would you like to know that what you are doing is 
completely and totally acceptable before the Lord?  
 
The day is going to come when all in Christ will stand before God and receive those glorious words, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).  It is this affirmation that John gave Gaius in 
our text, before the time!8

 
 

                                                      
4Compare Matthew 10:10; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 4:9; 1 Timothy 3:2; 5:10). 
5Compare  3 John 9, 11 
6 Compare 3 John 10 
7 Compare Genesis1:31 [LXX]; Mark 14:6; Galatians 4:17 
8 It is much the same affirmation that the woman received after she washed Jesus feet in Mk. 14:6, 9! 
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Gaius! Why should you continue in your ministry of supporting the saints? Because while the church 
and your pastor don’t think much of you, God does! In fact, not only are you being faithful when you 
support the saints, but God looks upon your work and says, “Now that is well-pleasing in  My sight!” 

 
Again, don’t you wish you could have the assurance that Gaius had in this text? To know that when it 
came to your service in the Lord, there was no equivocation on the part of God? Rather, He looks upon 
your… 
 

• Feeble attempts at service.   
• Labors.   
• Sacrifice.  
• Pain.   
• Turmoil. 

 
And says, “Now that’s well-pleasing!”? 
 
Yet such was the encouragement that John gave Gaius in this text. And such is the assurance each of us 
has today in Christ! This is the promise that was given to the rebellious people of God pertaining to their 
status before the Lord- a promise fulfilled with the first advent of Christ, “As a soothing aroma I shall 
accept you [this is the language of the burnt offering], when I bring you out from the peoples and gather 
you from the lands where you are scattered…” (Ezekiel 20:41). 
  
This is profound! The expression “soothing aroma” is what is behind the Sweet Savor sacrifices 
prescribed by God in the Old Testament.  Recall that the Sweet Savor sacrifice was one of the burnt 
offerings. As such, it had to be offered freely by the worshipper out of love for the Lord.  When so 
offered, it evoked pleasure on the part of God- which is why it is translated, “soothing aroma”. 
 
Heretofore we have understood this sacrifice purely in reference to the work of Christ which we know is 
well-pleasing to God. Yet here it is applied to the restored people of God.  From this we conclude that 
Christ’s work of redemption someday would make what God’s people do for the Lord a soothing aroma, 
a sweet savor offering to His nostrils! 
 
Do you understand that? 
 
Somehow and in some way, through the work of Christ, the Christian’s service in the name of Christ is 
received as an acceptable burnt offering to the Lord!  Accordingly, for Gaius to be assured that his labor 
in the Lord was well-pleasing to God- a fragrant aroma- ought not to be a shock. For based on Ezekiel 20, 
such is what our work has become in Christ! Now this raises a host of questions which I know some of 
you have grappled with in the past, all revolving around the pleasure of God and the Christian. 
 
The Problem: The Pleasure of God and the Christian 
 
If in our salvation we are declared “not guilty” of sin and therefore beautiful in the eyes of the Lord, how 
can a forgiven, cleansed individual be any more pleasing to God than he already is in salvation?   If 
Christ’s sacrifice was well-pleasing to God AND if in our being brought to Christ His sacrifice is imputed 
to our record, how is it that God could be any more pleased with the child of God than He is at this 
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moment on account of Christ? 
 
Based on our understanding of justification, we would expect that every Christian, at all times, 
regardless of what he does is well-pleasing to God. But then we read passages like these: 
 

3 John 6, “…you will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.” 
 
The implication here is if Gaius neglected his ministry, God would not be pleased. 
 

1 Kings 3:10, “And it was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing.” 
 
Once again the implication is that it was possible for Solomon to have asked of the Lord something that 
was displeasing. Listen to Solomon’s words given not to the non-Christian, but to the child of God: 
 

Proverbs 16:7, “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at 
peace with him.” 

 
**it is in the New Testament as well** 
 

Jam. 2:8-9, “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well. [Now the connotation behind this “well-doing” is 
made evident by the next verse…] But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors.”   

 
To uphold the law is to do that which is well-pleasing in the sight of God. In contrast, to violate the law is 
to incur God’s displeasure. Paul speaking of one of the goals we ought ALL to have when it comes to our 
walks with Christ says this: 
 

2 Corinthians 5:9, “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be 
pleasing to Him.” 

 
Wait a minute. I thought in Christ we have been made pleasing to the Lord?  What sense then does it 
make as a Christian to aspire to please God in all things?   
 
Obviously we must conclude that though we are saved by grace through faith and therefore have 
become the “apple of God’s eye” (Psalm 17:8; Zechariah 2:8), nevertheless it is possible for the Christian 
to live in such a way that pleases God or displeases Him.   Accordingly, Paul exhorted us to live with this 
one ambition: to be pleasing to Him!  And thus we read of Paul’s word of exhortation to the newly 
converted Gentile: 
 

Ephesians 5:8b, 10, “…Walk as children of light…trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.” 
 
Paul’s prayer for the body of Christ in Colossae was that they might: 
 

Colossians 1:10, “…walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects…” 
 
And Paul’s exhortation to any and all covenant children: 
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Colossians 3:20,  “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the 
Lord.” 

   
Each of these passages indicates that though we are redeemed by the blood of Christ, nevertheless we 
can do things that are pleasing to God and we can do things that aren’t pleasing.  And so again the 
question is raise: “How can a justified sinner be any more pleasing to God than he already is in Christ?” 
The answer is found in a Biblical understanding of the active and passive obedience of Christ. 
 
Active and Passive Obedience 
 
First we must have a proper understanding of the Active Obedience of Christ in relation to the Sacrificial 
System.  Shortly before he died (January 1, 1937), J. Gresham Machen sent a telegram to his close friend, 
John Murray. The words of the telegram were these:  “I’m so thankful for the active obedience of Christ. 
No hope without it.”  What is the Active Obedience of Christ? Why was Machen so overjoyed when he 
thought of it? 
 
In order for Jesus to have brought about salvation He needed to do two things:  He first had to uphold 
the Covenant of Works that Adam violated.  In other words, Jesus had to obey God perfectly!  If the 
sacrificial system taught anything it is that only a perfect sacrifice can be offered in the place of a sinner 
in order to take away sin.  And then as a perfect sacrifice for sin, Jesus had to offer Himself in the place 
of the condemned sinner as a payment for the penalty incurred on account of our violating the 
Covenant.  Speaking of Adam, Paul wrote this: 
 

Romans 5:18-19,  “So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. For as 
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience 
of the One the many will be made righteous.” 

 
This ultimately is why people go to hell.  It is not merely because they do bad things or think bad 
thoughts. It is because in Adam they have violated the Covenant of Works.  Thus Paul writes; 
 

1 Corinthians 15:22, “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.” 
 
Now, when it comes to Christ’s death on the cross, theologians call this the Passive Obedience of Christ. 
It is through Christ’s Cross-work that our debt has been paid! As “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23a), 
Christ paid that debt by dying for us!  But when we speak of Christ upholding the law and so never 
sinning, we are speaking about His Active Obedience. 
 
If I couldn’t bear the thought of one of you going to hell, I might volunteer to bear the penalty for your 
sin that you might live.  But there is a problem. I have my own sin to die for. I can’t die in your place.  
Accordingly, for a sacrifice to be found that could take away our sin, we need someone who was born 
under the law, perfectly upheld it, and then was willing to give himself as a sacrifice in our place.  From 
this we see the necessity of Christ’s Active Obedience, the fact that He perfectly obeyed the Law! 
 
With this, we must consider the Active and Passive Obedience of Christ in relation to the Sacrificial 
System which, recall, had primarily three offerings: The Sin, Burnt, and Peace Offerings.  How was 
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Christ’s work foreshadowed here, specifically in the burnt offering for it is this that holds the key to 
understanding the pleasure of God in relation to the Christian’s service? 
 
When we think of the Sin Offering we think of the Passive Obedience of Christ, His work on the cross by 
which he was killed in our place.  But when we think of the Burnt Offering; that is, the Christian’s 
response of dedication to the Lord on account of salvation,  we think of Christ’s Active Obedience 
whereby Christ’s perfect service was offered in the place of our imperfect service.  
 
Active Obedience and Our Acts of Service 
 
Now this leads us to the Active Obedience of Christ, the Burnt Offering, and our own acts of service.  
Again, it is this latter correlation- the active obedience of Christ and the burnt offering- that holds the 
key to understanding the pleasure of God in relation to the Christian’s service.   First off notice that 
though we have been forgiven on account of Christ and so stand perfect before God such that we ever 
and always are well-pleasing before Him, our work is still ladened with sin.  
 

Isaiah 64:6a, “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like 
a filthy garment…” 

 
Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can 
understand it?” 

 
John 2:24-25, “But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, and 
because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in 
man.” 

 
Do you understand the implication?  Justification doesn’t change the Christian within. By grace we have 
been declared not guilty; yet sin still dwells in us.   
 

Romans 7:18a, “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh…” 
 
Accordingly by grace we are simultaneously just and sinful (simul iustus et peccator).  Before the law of 
God we are not guilty of any sin. No charge can be brought against God’s elect.9

 

   Yet the same 
inclinations that ruled us in our fallenness still vie for attention though we are redeemed. 

Galatians 5:17, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.” 

 
So how can the Christian do anything that pleases God? In and of themselves, they can’t!  Yet Christ not 
only is our sin offering, He also is our burnt offering! It is His work, His devotion, His attitude that we 
present to God when we serve in God’s Kingdom! Borrowing from the language of the burnt offering, 
Paul exhorted us this way: 
 

Ephesians 5:2:, “…walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” 

                                                      
9 Compare Romans 8:33 
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This passage applies the language of the Burnt Offering to the work of Christ on our behalf.  Thus, when 
we came to Christ NOT ONLY did we become acceptable to God on account of Christ’s sacrifice (the sin 
offering), BUT so also did the labors of our hands on account of Christ’s perfect life (the burnt offering)! 
We see it in Hebrews. 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21, “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of 
the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good 
thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Our work brings pleasure to God for it is received as the work of Christ Himself! 
 
This means that not only do we look to Christ’s cross-work for our forgiveness (our sin offering), we look 
to Christ’s perfect life as that which is offered and accepted by God when we do anything for the Lord 
(our burnt offering). That is what is behind the words in Hebrews 11 which speak NOT of saving faith, 
BUT practical faith; the faith by which we live, move, and have our being, 
 

Hebrews 11:5-6: “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was not 
found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was 
pleasing to God [IOW, Enoch’s acts of service as a Child of God brought pleasure to the Lord. How 
so?..]. And without faith it is impossible to please Him…” 

 
Don’t miss it. As our sin-offering, Christ has forgiven us our sin.   But as our burnt offering He has 
sanctified the work of our hands, making them acceptable and so well-pleasing before God.   And thus as 
we minister in God’s kingdom relying upon Christ, God is pleased to accept the service Christ rendered in 
the flesh as our service! Accordingly when we out of love for God… 
 

• Change the baby.  
• Serve our spouse.   
• Minister to a needy individual.  
• Etc. 

  
Because Christ is our burnt offering, all of these activities are received by God in the name of Christ and 
so are pleasing to the Lord- a sweet savor, a soothing aroma!   
 
Cleaning of a Bathroom 
 
If God called us to clean a bathroom and told us that no matter how poor a job we did we personally 
would still be pleasing before Him, we should approach the job with joy.  Yet as sinners we know that 
even our best labors for the Lord will fall beneath God’s standards. So while I am confident that I 
personally am pleasing to the Lord on account of Christ, nevertheless throughout my life I live with no 
confidence that my work is pleasing. I’m a sinner. 
 

1. But what if Christ Himself did the work in my place?   
2. What if before I cleaned the bathroom Christ went in before me and did the job? 
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I would have the confidence that not only am I pleasing to the Lord, but so would be my work.  Thus I 
would eagerly wash the floor, clean the vanity, scour the tub for I knew that at the end of it, God would 
say, “Well done though good and faithful servant!” 
 
Such is the conviction of the Christian when he looks to Christ  NOT only as the offering for his sin BUT 
also as the burnt offering that is given in the place of his service.     
 
The Implication on our Living 
 
How does this translate into a working understanding of how in Christ the labors of my hands actually 
bring pleasure to God? 
 
Whenever I do a task that Christ Himself has already done; in other words an ordinate calling of God, no 
matter how poorly I may do it, I know that God is well-pleased with that task on account of Christ.  
However, if I engage in an activity for which Christ as a burnt offering was not given- like sinning- though 
I myself remain pleasing to the Lord (on account of justification), the labors of my hands are not pleasing 
for Christ did not provide for that activity. 
 
Do you understand? 
 
When it comes to my standing before God, because Christ is my sin offering, I boldly approach the 
throne of grace knowing that I am ever and always pleasing to the Lord. Nothing ever could change that.  
Yet in the realm of service because Christ is my burnt offering I look to His life of perfect obedience as 
that which is offered in the place of my sacrifice, and so know that now even my labors please the Lord! 
 
However, Christ didn’t come to this earth and sin. He didn’t 
 

• Punch holes in the wall when He got mad.   
• Get even when another crossed Him.   
• Respond with anger while being reviled.   
•  Live in lust. 

 
Accordingly, when I engage in these activities and present them to God as my spiritual service of worship 
which is what we’re doing when we sin, I cannot offer the service of Christ in these areas since He did 
not sin.   Accordingly when such is the case while my standing before God is not compromised or 
forfeited (in Christ I am forgiven and so remain His beloved child) nevertheless my service is deemed as 
unacceptable, for no burnt offering was ever given in order to sanctify sin. 
 
Accordingly, when John told Gaius that if he persevered in the ministry his work would be well-pleasing 
to the Lord, he was assuring this servant that God not only delighted in him personally, but also derived 
pleasure on account of his sacrifice. What greater word of encouragement could be rendered to a 
servant of the Lord struggling with questions of inadequacy and futility? 
 
Such is the confidence we have when it comes to our ministry on account of Christ; God is well-pleased!  
Yet in spite of this, I know personally that many of you struggle when it comes to your service in the Lord  
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• You know you are a sinner.   
• You know your motives are not pure.   
• You know that woven into your labors are elements of pride, resentment, laziness, lust, etc. 

 
Accordingly, while you thank God for His forgiveness, you doubt if when God looks at your labor He ever 
could be well-pleased. 
 
Listen! You have learned that on account of Christ’s Active Obedience, your work has been sanctified 
such that not only are you, but so also is your work well-pleasing to the Lord.   
 
Persevering in Ministry 
 
How does this translate into our Persevering in Ministry?  Like Gaius, we at times can find ourselves in a 
difficult situation on account of Christ… 
 

• Our good is evil spoken of.   
• We are mocked, ridiculed, and taken for granted.   
• Those who we trust most (Diotrephes) have become our adversary.   
• We feel betrayed, harassed, under-appreciated. 

 
It is at these times that the doubts come streaming in.   
 

• Why try? No one cares.   
• I bend over backwards, and all I get in return is criticism?   
• I’m tired- tired of fighting… tired of caring… tired of serving.   
• If this is what it means to be a minister for Christ, I don’t want it. 

 
From this perspective it is my observation that ministry is like an exciting ride at an amusement park.  
You can’t wait to get in it but once you are in it, you wish you could get out.   
 
So what’s to keep us going?  Knowing that if we are ministering by faith10 and so out of love and 
gratitude for Christ11

 
  while our service may be… 

• To a difficult person.   
• Unappreciated.   
• Ridiculed and maligned.   

 
Nevertheless our service is acceptable to God and so well-pleasing to Him.  Christian, what greater 
motive could there be for you to persevere in your ministry this day?  Truly resting upon you is the 
glorious affirmation that Gaius himself received in our text: 
 

Matthew 25:21,  “Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.” 

                                                      
10 Compare Hebrews 11:6 
11 Compare Hebrews 12:28-29 
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