
THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS

REVELATION 8:1-13

I. THE SILENT DELAY. (Revelation 8:1)
As the seventh seal is opened a holy hush falls upon Heaven.

Though thirty minutes is not ordinarily considered a long time, when
it is a time of absolute silence it is an indication that something
tremendous is about to take place.

This seventh seal contains the seven trumpet judgments of God. 
And the seven vial judgments of God.  

These are so terrifying that the hosts of Heaven are sobered in silence
and stand breathless in wonder.

The silence shows the serousness and gravity of the situation
which has been brought about by man’s sinfulness and defiance
toward God.

This is the “lull before the storm.”

Yet, God in His mercy is still reaching out to men and giving them
time to repent and turn to Christ.

Zephaniah 1:7–“Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD:
for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a
sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.”

II. THE SOLEMN DETAILS FOR JUDGMENT.  (Revelation 8:2)
The hush in Heaven comes before the most awful judgments ever to
come upon the world fall from Heaven.

These judgments have been prophesied by God’s prophets and
confirmed by Paul.
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Seven angels are about to sound trumpets of judgment that have been
given to them by God.

Trumpets were used in various ways in the Bible.
1. They were sounded at times of public assembly.

2. They were used to direct soldiers in war.   

3. They were used to signal important events on the calendar.

4. Trumpets were used on the occasion of the giving of the law,
were sounded on the first day of the month, and served to
announce almost every important occasion.

The sound of the trumpet also indicated the intervention of God in the
affairs of men.

These trumpets that are about to sound show God’s intervention in
the area of judgment.

III. THE SAINT’S DESIRES.  (Revelation 8:3-5)
The smoke of the incense with the prayers and desires of God’s
people is a beautiful symbol that expresses the fact that our prayers
are heard by God.

The saints have been praying for the vengeance of God for the deaths
of martyrs and mankind’s wickedness.

As the fire is taken from the altar and cast into the earth, there are
voices, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.

On the Day of Atonement, incense was placed on the coals in the
censer by the High Priest.  He would enter the Holy of Holies with
the blood of the sacrifice.  
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In this setting, the angel put incense on the altar and then took fire
coals from off the altar and filled the censer and cast the coals from
the altar to the earth.

This was symbolical of God’s judgment according to Ezekiel
10 and this is what happens here in Revelation 8:5.

IV. SOCIETY’S DILEMMA.  (Revelation 8:6-13)
A. The First Trump–An Agricultural Judgment. (Vs 6, 7)

In response to the sounding of the trumpet held by the first
angel, a scene of desolation is spread abroad upon the earth
caused by hail and fire mingled with blood.

This judgment is similar to what happened in Egypt in
Exodus 9:18-26.

The difference between Egypt and this event is the judgments
in Egypt were for the purpose of saving Israel, now they
trouble her and also the entire world.

Joel prophesied this judgment which I believe is literal, not
symbolical.

Joel 2:30–“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.”

This judgment will greatly affect the food supply, weather
patterns, the housing and paper industries, and the farming
and ranching industries. 

With massive losses of vegetation, there will be floods, soil
erosions, diminishing food supplies, and mudslides—not to
mention smoke!

Page 3 of  7

THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS

REVELATION 8:1-13

B. The Second Trump–An Aquatic Judgment. (Vs 8, 9)
At the sound of the second trumpet, something like a great
burning mountain was cast into the sea.  This could possibly
be a description of a meteor or asteroid falling into the sea.

Some think it might be a volcano with its crown exploding
into the air and spuing forth molten lava into the sea. 
(Exp–Mount St. Helens)

Whatever the source may be it has some devastating
consequences on the sea:

One-third of the sea becomes blood.
One-third of the sea creatures die.
One third of the ships are destroyed.

Imagine the stench as dead marine life floats upon the shores.  

The loss of these ships will affect shipping of food supplies
and other things.  In World War II, England faced a famine
because of this problem.

According to the CIA World Factbook, in January 2016, there
were 51,400 ships in the world’s merchant fleet.  The navies
of the world have about 9198 ships for a total of
approximately 60,598 ships.  If one-third of these are
destroyed, that would be a little over 20,000 ships.  

This judgment reminds us again of what happened in Egypt
during the time of Moses when the water was turned into
blood.
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C. The Third Trumpet–Another Aquatic Judgment.
(Vs 10, 11)
A star or meteor falls from heaven and turns one-third of the
rivers and springs bitter and poisonous.

The name of this star is called “Wormwood” which means
“bitter or undrinkable.”  Wormwood is one of the bitterest, if
not the bitterest, herbs known to man.

In the Old Testament, it was synonymous with sorrow and
calamity.

D. The Fourth Trumpet–An Astronomical Judgment.
(Vs 12,13)
The sun, moon, and stars are affected by this judgment.  

With the tremendous amount of dust, dirt, smoke, and debris
in the atmosphere from the previous judgments, there will be
drastic changes in the weather as less sunlight reaches the
earth.

Temperatures will drop and crops will be affected as nuclear
winter-type conditions prevail. 

An angel flies through heaven announcing the three trumpet
woes to come. The earth is warned of the judgment to come. 
The worst is yet to come!

Conclusion
The trumpet judgments, which have their beginning in this chapter, confirm
the predictions of Christ and the Old Testament prophets of the coming time
of tribulation far worse than anything the human race has ever experienced
before.
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The first four trumpets deal mostly with the aspects of the physical world
which are taken more or less for granted.  

The beauty and benefit of the trees and the luxury and growth of green grass
are seldom occasions for thanksgiving to the living God.  They come under
the judgment described in the first trumpet that sounds.

In a similar way, men are prone to take for granted the blessings of water,
whether it be the beauty of the sea, the majestic flow of great rivers, or the
pure fountains and springs which abound in the natural world.

These too are gifts from a loving God to an undeserving world, and they
come under the blight and judgment described in the second and third
trumpets.

Still another area of blessing from God is the light of the sun, moon, and
stars.  The handiwork of God in the heavens is mentioned frequently in
Scripture as a reminder of God’s power, sovereignty, and wisdom.

Psalm 19:1-3–“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is
not heard.”

The very presence of these aspects of nature which are so essential to human
life and existence is referred to by Paul in Romans 1:20 as manifesting God
in His eternal power.

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”
The prophet Jeremiah spoke of the sun and moon as tokens of God’s
faithfulness to His promise to the nation of Israel and as symbols of their
continuance as long as the earth endures.
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Jeremiah 31:35-36–“Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light
by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night,
which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is
his name: 36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD,
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for
ever.”

These very tokens of blessing and revelation of the glory of God are affected
by the fourth trumpet.  

So dramatic are these judgments and so unmistakably an evidence of the
power and sovereignty of God that blaspheming men on earth can no longer
ignore the fact that God is dealing with them.

As fearful as these judgments are, they are only the beginning of God’s
dealing with the earth; as indicated in a special announcement, three great
woes are still to fall.

Though it is difficult in this day of grace to imagine such catastrophic
judgments, the Word of God is plain, and men are called everywhere to
avail themselves of grace before it is too late.
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