
THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE REDEEMED OF THE TRIBULATION

REVELATION 7:1-17

INTRODUCTION
I have been privileged to hear some good evangelists in the time that God
has given me here on this earth!  But, the greatest team of evangelists to ever
hit this globe is yet to come!  

It will take place during the Tribulation period as 144,000 witnesses are
unleashed upon the world to preach the Gospel to those who have never
heard it!

I. THE STALL OR SUSPENSION OF JUDGMENT.  (7:1-3)
Angels have been assigned by the Lord to take control of the winds of
the earth.  

They are commanded by a superior angel to not hurt the earth until
God’s servants are sealed.

Much is made of angels today.  People love them and think they are
wonderful, and they are.
Hebrews 1:14–“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”

Hebrews 13:2–“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.”

(e.g.  The “angel” that drove the trash truck.)

Someday, however, angels will be commissioned by the Lord to
inflict judgment upon the earth.

In this judgment, we see a miracle by the Lord as there is all of a
sudden a deadly calm.

The winds of judgment have been blowing across the world, but now
there is a suspension in judgment.  
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God is giving man time to reflect and time to repent.  

This chapter is considered the chapter of mercy in revelation.  God
says,  “Wait till the servants of God are sealed.”

For this reason, it is believed the 144,000 witnesses are sealed toward
the beginning stages of the Tribulation.  We do not know what this
seal is.  We only know that it will be a mark of protection that will be
on the forehead of His servants and will identify them as God’s
servants.

II. THE SECURING OF THE WITNESSES.  (7:4-8)
God’s judgment is suspended until the 144,000 Jewish witnesses are
secured or sealed by the Lord.  These Jews are saved by the Lord,
perhaps, in a similar manner that the Lord reached Saul (who later
became Paul) on the Damascus road.

We don’t know for sure how their salvation comes about, but we
know that it happens.

The seal that the Lord gives them is a mark of preservation,
possession, and protection.

Eastern kings would stamp their documents with their signet rings as
a form of signature.  They would stamp the seal to identify their
personal property, to preserve it, and to protect it.

Scripture speaks of how each child of God is sealed with the Holy
Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13–14–“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14Which is
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory.”
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The Christian is the property of God.  The Lord assures us of His
protection and preservation of our souls.  We belong to Him and are
under His care.

Who are these 144,000?
The Seventh Day Adventist claim these are faithful Sabbath Day
worshipers.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses say that the 144,000 are from their crowd.  

The next time you see one, ask him or her what tribe of Israel they
belong to and watch the blank look on their face.

A cult called the “Flying Roll” claims that the 144,000 are those who
have their blood so cleansed that they cannot die, but will have
immortal life on earth.

The Bible says the 144,000 come from the twelve tribes of the nation
of Israel.  I’ve heard recently, through DNA technology, the Levite
Jews have been able to distinguish the identity of the tribe they come
from.

But you know what, God knows which tribe every Jew is from and he
doesn’t need DNA testing to do it!

You will notice that the tribes of Dan and Ephraim are omitted.  The
reason for this may be the fact that these tribes continually went into
idolatry.  God warned that idolaters would be separated from the rest
of the tribes. (Deuteronomy 29:21)

We can’t be dogmatic about the reason.  But we know that God is
God and He has His reasons and we don’t have to know His reasons. 
God is under no obligation to explain His ways to us. (e.g. Remember
Job)
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Later in the Millennial kingdom they are mentioned again. 
In the place of Dan, the tribe of Joseph is mentioned.

III. THE SALVATION OF THE MULTITUDES.  (7:9-17)
As we said while we were looking at the opening of the fifth seal, a
great host of people will be saved in the Tribulation.  Gentiles from
all nations will be saved.  

The cataclysm of the Rapture, the witness of the 144,000, the
judgments of God, and the large population in the world are all
ingredients leading to this great evangelistic harvest.

Millions and possibly billions will be saved, but will also be martyred
for Christ.  There are several things we want to notice about these
martyrs for Christ.
A. Their Place.  (Vs 9)  “. . .they stood before the throne and the

Lamb.”
This multitude of souls is standing before the throne of the
one Who loved them and gave Himself for them which is a
great honor for them.

B. Their Pureness.  (Vs 13, 14) “. . .they had white robes
cleansed by the blood of the Lamb.”
The white robes symbolize the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
They have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ;

not by their works.
not by a church.
not by a priest or Pope.
not by baptism.
not by money.
not by communion.
not by confirmation.
not by the Virgin Mary.
They are cleansed by Christ.
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The blood of the crucified Saviour is the price of sin’s wage
that Christ paid and purchased our salvation with!

Our souls that were full of sin, like the blackest of dirt, have
been changed to white because of the blood of Jesus Christ!
Isaiah 1:18–“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.”

C. Their Palms.  Vs 9  “palms were in their hands.”
Palm branches express the joy of complete deliverance.  They
are the emblems of victory and celebration.  

Roman conquerors wore garlands of palm leaves after a great
victory.
Greek athletes found a palm branch awaiting the winner at the
end of the race.

These martyrs are celebrating the triumph of having been
brought through the awful period of the Tribulation and have
now entered the glory of Heaven.

D. Their Persecution.  (Vs 14) 
Persecution of Christians will be intense during the
Tribulation.

Many people do not realize that the blood of Christian martyrs
puddles the ground of countries around the world.

The December 6, 1993, issue of the New Yorker magazine
stated that more followers of Jesus Christ died during the
twentieth century than at any other time in history.
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It is estimated that about 150,000 Christians are martyred for
Christ every year.  It is also estimated that about 2,000,000
are actively persecuted. 

But nothing will match the persecution seen during the
Tribulation period.

E. Their Proclamation.  Vs 10  “Salvation unto our God that
sitteth on the throne.”
They attribute salvation to the Lord.  They recognized the
source of their salvation.  No one is silent, unlike many
Christians today who say nothing about what Christ has done
for them.

Salvation should bring forth praise from our lips.  More
people would turn to Christ if Christians would praise Him
more.

Many Christians are ashamed to say anything about the Lord
because they value what their friends think more than what
the Lord thinks.  

Praising the Lord, giving a testimony, and witnessing for the
Lord are not punishments but opportunities to glorify God.

F. Their Privilege.  Vs 15 “. . .they are before the throne and
serve Him day and night in the temple.”
Serving the Lord is a great privilege.  In the Old Testament,
the Levites served the Lord day and night in the temple.  No
Gentiles were allowed.  In the Millennial temple, the
redeemed of all tongues will serve.

G. Their Provisions. Vs 16, 17 “. . .they will hunger and thirst
no more.”
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The Lord will take care of these champions for Christ.  

Their heartache and sorrow will be removed by the Lord.  The
Lord will provide them joy in the place of sadness.

Conclusion
The Holy Spirit will empower the ministry of the 144,000 witnesses.

The restraining influence of the Holy Spirit that indwells the Church will be
removed when all Christians are raptured, but the Holy Spirit will still be
present during the Tribulation period just as He was in Old Testament days.  

He is omnipresent He will still convict men of sin and draw them to the Lord
as He does now.

The great harvest of souls that takes place in the Tribulation indicates that He
will work in the hearts of men and women.

The message of the 144,000 is the same message, the same Gospel as
today.  There is only one Gospel–that is salvation through the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!
Acts 4:12– “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

Paul made it very clear in Galatians that there is only one Gospel.
Galatians 1:8–“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed.”
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