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“Rahab’s Faith” 

Hebrews 11:31 
 

INTRO: 

 

 John Newton’s wonderful hymn, Amazing Grace, has become one of Christianity’s 

favorite hymns not only because we are stirred at the life story of John Newton, a 

corrupt slave trader whom God rescued by His grace. It is also because we are painfully 

aware of God’s grace in our lives. We may not have sunk as deeply into debauchery 

and sin as John Newton did but we are still in grave need of God’s favor. 

 

 If John Newton is the sterling eighteenth century example of the depth of God’s 

grace, Rahab, the harlot, must be the Old Testament prototype, for there never was 

someone so undeserving of God’s grace who received so much. Let us then consider 

God’s amazing grace in the life of Rahab. 

 I. THE GRACE GIVEN TO RAHAB 

II. THE EVIDENCE OF GRACE 

 

I. THE GRACE GIVEN TO RAHAB 

 

A. Rahab’s story is told in one short sentence in Hebrews11.  

v.31    “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, 

when she had received the spies with peace.”  

Contrary to the usual pattern, the writer of Hebrews does not tell us what Rahab’s 

faith compelled her to do. Instead, the writer tells us what Rahab received because 

of her faith. Rahab received deliverance. She received grace, because of her faith. 

 

B. To help us marvel at the wonder of God’s grace showered upon Rahab, we 

should think about why Rahab did not deserve God’s grace. 

 

1. First, Rahab should have perished because she was an Amorite woman.  

Remember what God said to Abraham in making His covenant in Genesis 

15:13-16?  

“Then He said to Abram: ‘Know certainly that your descendants will be 

strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 

them four hundred years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; 

afterward they shall come out with great possessions. But in the fourth 

generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

complete.’”  

The Jewish people had to wait to possess the land because their conquest of 

Canaan was not just a taking of a home land for Israel, it was a divine judgment 
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upon a corrupt and sinful people, the Amorites. Rahab was a member of that 

cursed people. She had damnation coming because of her heritage! 

 

2. Second, Rahab should have perished because she was an idolater as were all 

of her people. One major reason for the holy war to eradicate the peoples of 

Canaan was to prevent Israel from adopting their perverted religions.  

Deuteronomy 7:16    “And you shall destroy all the peoples whom the LORD your 

God delivers over to you; your eye shall have no pity on them; nor shall you serve 

their gods, for that will be a snare to you.”  

Not only were they idolaters in the land, they even stooped to sacrificing their 

own children to their false gods;  

Deuteronomy 12:31   “for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to 

their gods.”  

We have no reason to surmise that Rahab was any different than the rest of the 

people in pagan Jericho. She was involved in the worship of idols and may even 

been involved in human sacrifice. 

 

3. Finally, God should not have saved Rahab because she was a harlot.  Rahab 

made her living by selling her body for sexual sin. Both the writer to the Hebrews 

and James describe Rahab as a prostitute. Rahab was not a woman of upright 

moral character who deserved to be saved. She was a woman of low moral 

character whom a righteous, holy God should judge. 

 

C. The point is, Rahab deserved nothing but condemnation and death. However, 

God entered into Rahab’s life. We could paraphrase that great statement about 

Noah in Genesis 6 and apply it to Rahab. But Rahab found grace in the eyes of the 

LORD.  She did not deserve it, but then none of us deserve grace. Grace that is 

deserved is not grace at all! 

 

1. We read how all of this happened in Joshua 2:1-15. In the first verses of 

Joshua 2 we learn two spies were discovered and they are in a great deal of 

danger. Then the unexpected happens. Rahab hid them and protected them. 

 

2. What had happened to this woman so she turned against her own people and 

helped these spies? In verses 8-10 we find a clue.  

“Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, and said to the 

men: “I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has 

fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of 

you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you 

when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites 

who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly 

destroyed.”  
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As Rahab heard all the exploits that the LORD had done for Israel, God, who 

called light to shine in darkness, shined in her heart. She believed in the God of 

Israel and ceased believing in her idol gods. The confession of faith in verse 11 

is startling coming from someone who has historically believed in a localized 

deity.  

“For the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.”  

God called Rahab out of darkness and into the light. 

 

3. God saved her not because she deserved it, but precisely because she didn’t 

deserve it. He saved her because He wanted to make her a trophy of His grace 

for us to see down through the centuries. 

 

II. THE EVIDENCE OF GRACE 

 

A. While Rahab did not earn her deliverance from Jericho’s destruction, nor her 

eternal salvation, the grace of God in her was not static. It produced works which 

flowed from her faith. This is the point James made in James 2:24-25.  

“You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.  Likewise, 

was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out another way?”  

Here “justified” means vindicated. Rahab’s righteousness was shown in that she 

acted. Her works evidence her justification. 

 

B. We see this also in the text in Joshua 2. Three ways she gave evidence of God’s 

grace in her life. 

 

1. First, she hid the spies. This was no small act. She took her life in her hands 

doing this. Her faith demanded she do it. 

 

2. Second, she confessed her faith to the two spies. True faith cannot remain 

silent. It demands expression and confession.  

Romans 10:9-10    “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation.”  

Grace changed her heart. Grace changed her citizenship. Grace changed her 

life. 

 

3. Finally, she obeyed their directions so that she might be delivered! She put the 

cord out of the window. 

 

C. What about you and me? What difference has Grace made in our lives? Has it 

changed our hearts? We don’t love the same things we loved before. Has it changed 
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our citizenship? Is our citizenship in heaven and we are just ambassadors here on 

earth? Has it changed our lives? It should have. I think of that chorus I learned as a 

child that speaks so eloquently to this truth. 

 

 “Things are different now, something happen to me 

  When I gave my life to Jesus. 

 Things are different now, something happened that day 

  That I gave my life to Him. 

 Things I loved before have passed away 

  Things I love far more have come to stay 

  Things are different now, something happened that day 

  When I gave my heart to Him.”  

 

Can you say this? I hope so. 

 

Hymn  #185  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 


