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Message:  Who Is Able to Stand?  Part 1
Text:         Revelation  6:12 - 7:10

Introduction 

  A.  The first cycle of visions in Revelation 4:1 - 8:1 are intended to give believers in Christ
great comfort in seeing that all authority in heaven and earth is given to Christ to take
God’s plan for the world, symbolized by a scroll, and execute God’s complete purposes,
symbolized by the breaking of the scroll’s 7 seals.

  B.  We saw last week that the breaking of the 6  and 7  seals depict the end of the world, whereth th

Christ returns on behalf of God to judge the world in righteousness and bring about God’s
final victory over the kingdom of this world as Christ pours out his wrath on an
unbelieving, rebellious world.

Revelation 6:15   Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and
the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains;  and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, 16

"Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb;  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to 17

stand?" 

  C.  Christ’s coming raises a perpetual question for all who dwell on the earth - Who is able to
stand?

Joel 2:10 ... the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and
the stars lose their brightness. 11 The LORD utters His voice before His army; Surely His
camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the LORD is
indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?

Nahum 1:5 Mountains quake because of Him and the hills dissolve; Indeed the earth is
upheaved by His presence, the world and all the inhabitants in it. 6 Who can stand
before His indignation? Who can endure the burning of His anger?

I.  The Lord enables those He seals to stand in the great day of God’s righteous wrath at 
Christ’s return.

  A.  The 2 visions Revelation 7 (7:1-8; 7:9-17) form a parenthesis between seals 6 & 7,
answering the question at the end of chapter 6, “Who is able to stand?”  The 2 visions are
of Christ’s church, one depicting the present age, and one depicting the church in the age
to come, after Christ’s Second Coming.

  B.  7:1-8 reverts back in time to the period preceding the 2 Coming of Christ to judge the world
portrayed in 6:12-17.



Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth
or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the
sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four
angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm
the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God
on their foreheads."

      1.  The impending worldwide destruction at Christ’s return is symbolized by 4 winds being 
held back by 4 angels at the 4 corners of the earth (winds coming from every direction 
indicate worldwide catastrophe).

      2.  The delay in the final judgment of the world is to provide time for the sealing of all of 
God’s bond-servants.  A similar idea is the point of Jesus’s parable of the wheat and the
weeds in Matthew 13:28-30.

Matthew 13:28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves said to him,
'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?' 29 "But he said, 'No; for while you are
gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 'Allow both to grow
together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First
gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into
my barn."'"

      3.  Those and only those sealed with God’s seal will be preserved in the great day of His and
Christ’s wrath when Jesus returns.

II.  What is signified by the seal of God?

  A.  In the ancient world, and even today, a seal is a mark of ownership, and resultantly,
protection (the more powerful the owner, the more securely the owned are protected).  

  B.  The way in which a seal marked ownership, and thus provided protection was by displaying
in the design of the seal the owner’s name or a symbol signifying that name.  In the
ancient world often slaves, and even soldiers, were branded on their foreheads or hands
with 1-3 letters signifying an owners name.

      1.  In Revelation 7:2,3 the seal of God on his bond-servants forehead evidently contains or 
signifies God’s name.

a.  7:4 The number of those sealed are 144,000, who later are seen with God’s name of
their foreheads.

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount
Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name
and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.



b.  The promise of Christ to His “bond-servants” (1:3, not Jews only) who overcome is ...

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes ... I will write on him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name.

c.  And in fact all the bond-servants of Christ who overcome and inherit God’s presence
and glory are pictured as having His name on their foreheads.  Again, believing
Gentiles as well as Jews.

Revelation 22:3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His
face, and His name will be on their foreheads.

  C.  In providing a mark of ownership a seal resultantly provided protection (the more powerful 
the owner, the more securely the owned are protected).  This notion of protection is 
portrayed in another apocalyptic vision in Ezekiel 9:1-11.

      1.  Cf. 9:4, where “mark” in Hebrew is “taw,” the name of the last letter in the Hebrew
alphabet, which in the old script of Ezekiel’s day was written as a “+” or “x”.  The “taw”
became a designation for God, even as did “omega,” the last letter of the Greek alphabet.

Ezekiel 9:4 The LORD said to him, "Go through the midst of the city, even through the
midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark (taw, “+” or “x”) on the foreheads of the men who
sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst."   But5

to the others He said in my hearing, "Go through the city after him and strike; do not let
your eye have pity and do not spare.  "Utterly slay old men, young men, maidens, little 6

children, and women, but do not touch any man on whom is the mark; ...."

      2.  In Ezekiel’s vision, like Revelation 7, judgment on the ungodly is withheld until the godly are
sealed with the mark of God’s name.

  D.  In contrast, those in Revelation not belonging to God are pictured as also having a name or mark
signifying a name on their foreheads or hands - the mark of the beast.

Revelation 13:16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free
men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, 17 and he
provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the
name of the beast or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number
is six hundred and sixty-six.

      1.  Every human in Revelation is marked for ownership, either by God or by the beast.  

      2.  Since these visions are not photographic of reality, but symbolic, we must not conclude that the 



seal of God or mark of the beast are exclusively future phenomena which have not yet happened. 
It is important to understand that such “marking” of ownership was a reality for the 1  centuryst

church, and is a present reality for us today, signifying a spiritual reality, begging the question,
“Who owns you?”  Who owns us - God or the devil, God’s Christ or the Devil’s beast, will
determine our eternal destiny, for though Christ and the devil will pour out their wrath on the
other’s servants, they are not equal in power.  The one with the greatest power - Christ, will
prevail.

  E.  Those who belong to God are those sealed by God’s Spirit, regenerated to a living and enduring faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Since such sealing is not visible, it is pictured as God’s name on one’s
forehead.

2 Corinthians 1:21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who
also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own
possession, to the praise of His glory.

2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord
knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from
wickedness."

   Romans 8:9 ...  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 

  F.  The seal of God that preserves us is no visible, inanimate marking, but the dynamic, personal, 
indwelling Spirit of Christ who’s power preserves us by preserving our faith in Christ, even in 
tribulation.

III.  Who are those sealed by God’s Spirit?

  A.  They are all of God’s elect, Jew and Gentile believers - not one is missing.

Revelation 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-
four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

  B.  Why should the 144,000 be understood to include Gentile as well as Jewish believers?

      1.  Numbers in Revelation often express a quality rather than a quantity (E.g., 2:10 - tribulation 10 
days;  5:6 - 7 Spirits of God sent our into all the earth).  Here 12 x 12 x 1,000 might indicate a
military census of all of God’s chosen people from every tribe, nation tongue , drawing from OT
imagery.

Numbers 31:4  "A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the



war."  So there were furnished from the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve 5

thousand armed for war. 

      2.  Israelite imagery and labels are applied to Gentile believers in Revelation and other Scriptures.  
E.g., the church is pictured as 7 lampstands in chpater 1 and the new Jerusalem in chapter 21 
(show split photos of Christ among the lamp stands and Christ as lamb, then Christ among lamp
stands and the new Jerusalem coming down from heaven - a cube in dimensions, as was the Holy
of Holies in Solomon’s temple).
Images/symbols change in Revelation, but the substance can remain the same.

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of
the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and
My new name.

Galatians 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs
according to promise.

      3.  The 144,000 have God’s name on their foreheads, a promise and reality of all God’s bond-
servants, including Gentiles.

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, ... I will write on him the name of My God, and the name
of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and
My new name.

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him
one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written
on their foreheads.

Revelation 22:3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on
their foreheads.

      4.  The 144,000 are purchased from the earth, but those purchased include people from every tribe, 
tongue, people, nation.

Revelation 14:3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures
and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four
thousand who had been purchased from the earth.

Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break
its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe
and tongue and people and nation.

Conclusion



  A.  Who is able to stand when Christ returns in the day of wrath and righteous judgment of God?

  B.  Those whom God has sealed by His Spirit, those belonging to Him and to His Son, Jesus Christ 
through Spirit generated faith in the Lord.

  C.  To whom do you belong?  To whom are you relinquishing ownership of your life?  Let it be ...

Jude 24 ... to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the
presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever.
Amen.
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