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“Concerning Spiritual Things” 

1 Corinthians 12:1-3 

 

INTRO: 

 

 When we begin studying 1 Corinthians 12, we begin to walk where angels fear to tread. 

The area of “spiritual gifts” is probably the most misunderstood, misrepresented, and misused 

area of ministry in the church today. Yet, it is also one of the most important. We are going to 

learn that each one of us who know the Lord possesses at least one spiritual gift and that we 

need to exercise these gifts for the benefit of the body of Christ. 

 

 Let us, then, with the Lord's help, roll up our sleeves and seek to work our way through 

these three very important chapters on this vital subject. Today we will focus our study on the 

first three verses. Our study will fall into two parts. 

 I. Introductory Definitions 

II. Understanding Spiritual Things (v. 1-3) 

 

I. Introductory Definitions 

 

A. We begin our study by defining two Greek terms. The first term is no stranger to you. 

Charisma and its plural form, charismata are words which are often misunderstood. 

 

1. Paul's favorite term for describing what we generally call the “spiritual gifts.” Before 

we make it a technical term in this text, let us examine what the word means and how it 

is used elsewhere in Paul’s writing and in the New Testament. 

 

2. Charisma is derived from the word grace. In fact, charisma is something God’s grace 

has bestowed. It is a “grace gift.” Paul most likely chose this term in order to underline 

the fact that all gifts are not the reward of our spirituality, but are the unmerited gifts of 

our gracious God. 

 

3. How is this term, charismata used in the New Testament? We will just look at two 

instances and let it suffice. First, we find charisma in Romans 6:23.  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.”  

Our second example is from the discussion of marriage and celibacy in 1 Corinthians 

7:7. 

“For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from 

God, one in this manner and another in that.”  
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The gift here in 1 Corinthians 7 is the grace gift to be single or to be married. The 

point is that this word is much more than a technical term for the special enablement 

for ministry that the spirit of God gives to us.  The focus is not spirituality. Rather it is a 

gift that the God's grace has made available to us. 

 

B. The second word we need to be familiar with means “spiritual things or people.”             
In 1 Corinthians 12:1 the word is translated “spiritual gifts.” Although the translation is 

problematic here Paul responded to another of the questions submitted to him in a letter.  

“Now concerning spiritual [things], brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.” 

 

1. Most likely the Corinthians had equated certain showy spiritual gifts were badges of 

great spiritual maturity or accomplishment. So, they preferred the word “spirituals” for 

what we call spiritual gifts. 

 

2. The Apostle Paul instead substitutes his favorite term for these gifts of God to help us 

in ministry. They are grace gifts. 

 

II. Understanding Spiritual Things (v. 1-3) 

 

A. With our word studies under our belt, we need to explore the next three verses.  

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.”       

(1 Corinthians 12:1)  
Paul answered their questions in order that the Corinthians not be ignorant gift possessors, 

but that they become knowledgeable gift practicers. 

 

B. If the Corinthian believers were going to understand “grace gifts.” They needed to 

understand how people receive the Spirit of God, who gives these gifts.  

“You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, 

however you were led.”    (1 Corinthians 12:2)  

We understand grace through our salvation. Where were these Corinthian believers before 

God saved them? They were convinced idolaters. They were lost and without hope until 

God saved them. They understood that “Not by works of righteousness which we 

have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 

regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,” (Titus 3:5). God always saves by 

grace not by anything we can do or earn. 

 

C. How did the believer receive salvation by grace and the regenerating, indwelling ministry 

of the Holy Spirit? He professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

“Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls 

Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 

Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3)  
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In other words, what does our profession of faith look like? We profess sincerely Jesus is 

Lord through the ministry of the Holy Spirit who saves us. If we say otherwise we are not 

Holy Spirit motivated or indwelt. 

 

D. Romans 10:9-10 makes a similar statement; 

“If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person 

believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting 

in salvation.”  
Paul thus states the surest mark of whether a person has the Holy Spirit present and 

operating in his or her life is whether or not they are saved. 

 

How we know whether we have the Holy Spirit or not in our lives? We cannot measure our 

spiritual maturity by whether or not we have a showy gift. Rather we know we are spiritual 

by our relationship to Jesus Christ. If we have the Lord Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit. If we 

have not the Lord Jesus, we have not the Holy Spirit of God. 


