
06/05/16 

 

THE WORTHINESS OF CHRIST TO OPEN THE BOOK 5:1-7 

 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles, please, to the book of Revelation, chapter 5.  As we begin this new 

chapter, I want to read the entire chapter in order for us to pick up the flow of thought and the 

context of the first part of the chapter, which is what we will be expounding together.  So follow 

along then as I read Revelation chapter 5. 

 

“
1 

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the 

backside, sealed with seven seals. 
2 

And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who 

is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 
3 

And no man in heaven, nor in earth, 

neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
4 

And I wept much, 

because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

 

“
5 

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 

of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
6 

And I beheld, 

and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 

Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 

sent forth into all the earth. 
7 

And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat 

upon the throne. 
8 

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders 

fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odors, which 

are the prayers of saints. 
9 

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out 

of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
10 

and hast made us unto our God kings and 

priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

 

“
11 

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 

the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 

thousands; 
12 

saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 

riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 
13 

And every creature 

which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 

are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 

upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
14 

And the four beasts said, Amen. And the 

four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.” 

 

Now Revelation chapter 4 and chapter 5 are amazingly wonderful and overwhelmingly important 

chapters in this book; indeed, in the entire Scriptures themselves.  Revelation 4 and 5 take us into 

the very heart of heaven and reveal the glory of God to us in a way that fills us with humility, 

and with confidence, and with courage, and with joy, and with worship.   

 

In our previous studies in Revelation chapter 4, we have been privileged to witness a glorious 

description of God on His throne in heaven and the worship that is given to Him by both the 

angels and the glorified saints.  In chapter 4, the focus is on God the Father and the majesty He 

possesses, and the worship He receives.  But now in chapter 5, the focus shifts from God the 

Father to God the Son.  Here in chapter 5, we first of all see the worthiness of Christ to open the 

book that is sealed with seven seals, in verses 1 to 7.  Secondly, we see the worship of Christ for 

being able to open the book with seven seals, in verses 8 to 14.   
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And so just as God the Father is revealed and worshiped in chapter 4, God the Son is revealed 

and worshiped in chapter 5.  Both the Father and the Son receive the same kind of worship, from 

both angels and men.  In fact, in the chapter I just read to you, in chapter 5 and in verse 13, both 

the Father who sits on the throne and the Lamb who is before the throne, are worshiped together 

in the same way, with the same words, as co-equal in glory and in honor.   

 

Notice verse 13: “And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 

and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,”—now here it is—“Blessing, 

and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne.”  That’s the Father, 

“and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”  That’s the Son.  Verse 13, and indeed chapter 4 and 

chapter 5, prove beyond any doubt the full deity of Christ and His full equality with the Father.   

 

Jehovah says of Himself in Isaiah 42 and verse 8, “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my 

glory will I not give to another.”  We have seen how God has brought severe judgments on His 

people for giving worship to another god beside Himself, and yet here is Jesus standing right 

beside the Father, and the same worship is given to the Father, as is given to the Son, and is 

given to the Son, as is given to the Father.  And not only is there not a problem with this, it is 

completely and entirely appropriate, embraced, and accepted.  If Jesus were not God as the 

Father is God, if Jesus were not Jehovah as the Father is Jehovah, then He would not be 

receiving in heaven the same glory and sharing in the same praise that the Father does.  The 

focus throughout the book of Revelation is on Jesus Christ.  It is on His glory, it is on His honor, 

it is on His power, and with Him, God the Father gladly shares His throne, and gladly shares His 

glory, and gladly shares His worship.   

 

Well then, let us proceed into our study of chapter 5, and there see, number one, the worthiness 

of Christ; and number two, the worship of Christ that is set before us in that chapter.  Today, we 

will look at the worthiness of Christ to open the book in verses 1 to 7.  Next week, God willing, 

we look at the worship of Christ for being able to open the book in verses 8 to 14.  So today we 

will look at the worthiness of Christ to open the book in verses 1 to 7. 

 

In the first place then this morning, let us consider together the inability of men to open the book.  

The inability of men to open the book is found in verses 1 through 4.  Notice if you will verse 1.  

It says, “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on 

the backside, sealed with seven seals.”  Here in verse 1, we are told about a book that the Father, 

who is seated on the throne, holds in His right hand.  The right hand of God is a term that 

symbolizes God’s power and God’s authority, and the fact that this book is being held in the 

right hand of God tells us that this book and its contents are under the control of God’s power 

and they proceed from His authority.  It is God’s book.  He produced it and He possesses it by 

virtue of His power and through the exercise of His authority.   

 

Now this book is a scroll, a long strip of papyrus rolled up on a rod, which is then filled with 

writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals; that is, it’s completely sealed up.  You recall 

that seven is the number of completeness.  So this book’s completely sealed and perfectly sealed.  

Wax seals were commonly used to hold these rolls shut until they were delivered to their 

intended recipient.  You take papers and you roll them up into a roll, and what do you have to 
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do?  Put a rubber band on them, right? or they’ll just unroll.  Well they used wax seals for the 

same purpose.  They would take a long strip of papyrus and roll it up on a rod and they would 

use wax to seal it shut.   

 

Now the nature of this book is that it has seven seals.  The idea is that you come to the leading 

edge of the rolled-up book and you break that first seal and you unroll it a ways until you come 

to a second seal, and it has to be broken to unroll it further, and so on.  So as the first seal is 

broken, the book may be unrolled and read until you come to the next seal, and when it is 

broken, it may be unrolled further and more of the scroll read, until the third seal is revealed, and 

so on. 

 

So this scroll represents God’s purpose and plan and decree for human history between the first 

coming of Christ and the second coming of Christ, and on into eternity.  In other words, this roll 

contains God’s decree and plan from that time forward into eternity.  How do we know that?  

Well, as we see the thing unroll, we see what it contains, and that’s of course what it contains.   

 

Now this decree of God regarding the future of God’s dealings with the church in the world is a 

comprehensive decree that describes the plan of God as to how the future is going to unfold from 

that point forward.  This book describes the things that will occur and the things that will 

characterize the entire period from John’s day on into eternity.  This book is a declaration by 

God of what history is going to look like and how history is going to unfold over the process of 

time, until time is no more.   

 

Now this does not mean that this book foretells specific future events, like the rise of 

Constantine, or the French Revolution, or the rise of America, or World War I, or World War II.  

It doesn’t contain those kinds of prophecies and predictions regarding the future.  But what it 

does contain and what it does mean is that it foretells the general characteristics of the age to 

come, and it sets out the types of blessings that will fall on the believers, and it sets out the types 

of judgments that will fall upon the wicked.  This book tells us of the struggle between the 

church and the world and what that will look like.  It tells us of the conflict between God and 

Satan and how that will turn out.  It tells us of the second coming of Christ and the eternal state 

of the saved and the lost.   

 

In short, this book reveals to us what we might expect to see and experience in the spiritual 

conflict that will go on until Christ returns, and the outcome that His second coming will 

produce.  And so it tells us what the future spiritual warfare and spiritual conflict is going to look 

like until Christ returns, and then the paradise that He will restore on into eternity.   

 

Now this closed and sealed scroll represents God’s plan.  But it is a plan yet unrevealed and yet 

unexecuted.  It’s a closed book.  So the plan hasn’t been revealed, and the plan has not been 

executed.  If this scroll remains sealed, then God’s plan and God’s purposes will neither be 

known, nor will they ever be carried out.  But if the seals are broken, then the plan of God from 

John’s time and on into eternity will not only be revealed, it will also be carried out.  It’s critical 

that God’s plan regarding the future be revealed and carried out, but it will only be revealed and 

carried out if someone worthy could be found to break the seals and to open the book.   
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And this leads us to verse 2: “And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is 

worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?”  If the seals remain sealed, then God’s 

plan and purposes will not be carried out, and as I said, it’s critical that God’s plan regarding the 

future be revealed and carried out, but that will only happen if someone is found worthy to open 

these seals, and thus open the book.   

 

This is why, notice, a strong angel with a loud voice calls out to the whole universe, trying to 

find someone who is worthy to open this book.  Surely there must be someone, somewhere who 

has the power and the authority and the right to not only reveal God’s plan for the future, but also 

to carry out what that plan contains.  The angel, therefore, in verse 2 initiates an aggressive 

search for that person who could reveal and carry out God’s decree regarding the future.  

Somebody’s got to open that book.   

 

And that leads us to verse 3: “And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was 

able to open the book, neither to look thereon.”  Now the sad reality soon becomes apparent.  No 

one in the entire universe, wherever they might be located, either in heaven or on earth or 

beneath the earth—none was able and none was worthy to open the book or even look on it.   

 

None could look into the mind of God to fathom His decrees or to understand His plans, much 

less did they have the power or the authority to carry that decree and those plans out and ensure 

their execution and their accomplishment.  No man can penetrate the divine mind.  No man can 

carry out the divine will, because no man has the ability or the power to do so—no man in hell, 

no man on the face of the earth, and no man in heaven.  Why?  Because our thoughts are not His 

thoughts; our ways are not His ways; our authority is not His authority; our strength is not His 

strength; our wisdom is not His wisdom.   

 

Therefore, no man is adequate to either comprehend the plan of God or to execute the plan of 

God.  If it were left up to us, the plan of God for the future with reference to redemption and the 

establishment of the new heavens and the new earth would never be accomplished.  We cannot 

even accomplish our own plans and our own vision for our own futures.  How much less could 

we accomplish God’s?  How many of you start out young in life and say, I’m planning on doing 

X, Y and Z, and you get to end of your life and look back, and say, I wasn’t very successful at 

that.  And if we can’t even accomplish our own plans that we’ve devised, how could we ever 

accomplish God’s plan that He devised?  So then, no one had the moral fitness or the spiritual 

fitness or the personal fitness to open the book, much less carry out what it contained.   

 

Verse 4: “And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, 

neither to look thereon.”  Now as John awaits a response to the angel’s call and inquiry, and as 

John looks for a volunteer to step forward, the silence that meets the angel’s call brings down on 

him the crushing awareness that no one is even remotely suited to revealing and executing God’s 

plan for the future, and as a result, John begins to weep and sob with heart-crushing grief.   

 

John understands that when the seals are broken and the scroll is opened, the future of the 

universe will be governed by God, working all things together for the good of His people and the 

growth of His church and the glory of His kingdom.  John understands that if the scroll is 

opened, then God’s redemptive purposes will triumph and paradise will be restored.   
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But if the scroll is not opened, then there will be no victory for God’s people; there will be no 

protection from Satan’s ravages; there will be no justice executed upon the wicked; there will be 

no new heavens and new earth; there will be no paradise restored.  This would be cause, indeed, 

for the most profound grief and for the loss of all hope.   

 

But the good news is that even though there is no mere man who is able to open the book and 

carry out the decrees, there is someone who can do so, and that is the God Man, Jesus Christ.   

 

And that leads us then to our second major point this morning.  Having seen the inability of men 

to open the book, notice secondly, the suitability of Christ to open the book.   

 

Now the suitability of Christ to open the book is found verses 5 through 7.  Notice verse 5: “And 

one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”  Now it is not an 

angel, but one of the elders who speaks to John.  Here is one who had himself experienced the 

full measure of the saving work of Christ.  He’s a glorified saint in heaven, and he now has a 

soul which has been perfected and glorified by the saving work of Jesus Christ.  He brings John a 

message of unspeakable joy.  He says to him, “Weep not.”  And why should John cease 

weeping?  Because Jesus has prevailed.   

 

Notice verse 5: Then “one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David,”—here it is—“hath prevailed.”  Now the word prevail here, in the 

original, means to conquer.  It means to achieve the victory.  And what the elder is saying to 

John is that Jesus has prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof.  He has 

conquered.  He has obtained the victory so that He might open the book.   

 

Christ has conquered sin on the cross.  Redemption has been purchased.  Deliverance from the 

bondage to Satan has been achieved.  Death has been defeated.  The works of the Devil have 

been destroyed.  The serpent’s head has been crushed.  And thus, the whole framework for the 

restoration of paradise has been established.   

 

This is why the story of the defeat of Satan and his people can be unfolded.  This is why the story 

of the victory of Christ and His people can be revealed.  This is why the story of our spiritual 

warfare ending in Paradise restored can be proclaimed.  In a word, because Jesus has prevailed in 

the accomplishment of redemption, Jesus has prevailed to open the book that reveals how that 

redemption will be applied through the centuries and on into eternity, and Jesus has prevailed to 

be able to carry out all that the book promises to accomplish.  He has prevailed. 

 

Now the reason why Jesus has prevailed to open the book and to unfold and accomplish the 

decree of God and the plan of God that must come to pass that is contained in that book—the 

reason why Jesus has prevailed is revealed in the titles that are given to Jesus.  Notice if you will 

in verse 5 that there are two titles given to the Lord Jesus.  He is called “the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah,” and He is called “the Root of David.”  And those things have something to do with the 

reason why He has prevailed to open the book.   
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Notice first of all, He’s called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah.”  This title is a very clear reference 

to Genesis chapter 49, verses 8 through 10, where Jacob was pronouncing the future blessings 

that would fall upon his twelve sons.  When he got to Judah, he said to Judah that out of him was 

going to come the lawgiver, that is, the Messiah, and that this lawgiver, this Messiah, was going 

to be like a lion.  So in Genesis 49, verses 8 through 10, Messiah is prophesied to come out of the 

tribe of Judah, and Messiah is said to be the Lion of the tribe of Judah.   

 

Obviously, this use of “Lion” is symbolic speech.  The lion, of course, is known as the king of 

beasts, in that he preys on other beasts, but no beast preys on him.  He defeats and overcomes all 

who oppose him, and no one can resist the lion’s power and the lion’s strength.  So Jesus proves 

Himself to be the Lion of the tribe of Judah because He defeated Satan, and He defeated sin, and 

He defeated death.  None of them could prevail against Him; He prevailed over all of them.  

Jesus has the mastery over all His enemies, and He overcomes them all and defeats them all, and 

none of them is able to prevail against Him.   

 

But Jesus is not only the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and all that imagery conveys, He’s also, it 

says here, “the Root of David.”  Now this title is derived from Isaiah chapter 11, and I want us to 

turn there please, if you would and we want to spend a minute in that chapter.  Isaiah chapter 11 

is a wonderful prophecy of the coming of Messiah and the establishment of the new heavens and 

the new earth, the complete removal of the curse, and the establishment of Paradise restored.  

Isaiah chapter 11, verse 1: 

 

“
1 

And there shall come forth a rod,” or a shoot, “out of the stem of Jesse.”  So you’ve got the 

main trunk, and out of the trunk comes a branch, okay?  “there shall come forth a rod out of the 

stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.”  Now Jesse was the father of David, you 

recall, and oftentimes the Bible, instead of saying “the son of David” says “the son of Jesse,” 

which is the same thing as saying “the son of David,” all right?  Son of David, son of Jesse—

identical terms, okay?  They’re synonyms.  

 

Now what happens to this person who is this descendent of David?  Verse 2: “and the spirit of 

the LORD shall rest upon him,”—Remember it came down on His baptism—“the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the 

fear of the LORD;”   

 

What’s the result of this anointing of the Spirit at the baptism of Jesus?  Verse 3: “and shall make 

him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his 

eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
4 

but with righteousness shall he judge the 

poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod 

of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.”  So we see a combination 

of how He spoke and how He judged at His first coming, and also how He shall do so at His 

second coming.   

 

Verse 5: “And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins [the belt around his waist], and 

faithfulness the girdle of his reins,” or the belt around His heart.  So righteousness and 

faithfulness will encompass Him, is the idea.   
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Notice the removal of the curse, verse 6: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 

leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and 

a little child shall lead them. 
7 

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 

down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.”  Now this is how everybody used to eat 

before the Fall.  It used to be, before the Fall, animals didn’t attack and eat other animals.  There 

were no carnivores, okay?  And in the new heavens and the new earth, there won’t be, either.   

 

Verse 8: “And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp,”—an asp is a poisonous snake, 

like a rattlesnake—“and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den”—that’s 

another very poisonous snake—because there aren’t going to be any snakes killing and eating 

animals.  So this is a description of the new heavens and the new earth, and the removal of the 

curse, and the perfect harmony among all of God’s created creatures.   

 

Verse 9: “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of 

the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”  That day is coming.  It isn’t here yet, 

but it’s coming, and it will be realized in the new heavens and the new earth.  It’s realized in a 

sense now, in that the gospel is spread over the whole world, right?  And there are Christians in 

every country and every land, and there’s no corner of the earth where the gospel has not gone.  

But in that day, everyone without exception will embrace the gospel.   

 

Verse 10: “And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse,”—this is the root of David—“which 

shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it [Him] shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be 

glorious.”   

 

Now there’s a great deal we could say about this chapter, but I just want to say this.  When 

Revelation chapter 5 and verse 5 says that Jesus is the Root of David, this is what it’s referring 

to.  The fact that Jesus is the one who came to provide redemption and who did provide it; who 

came to remove the curse, and shall remove the curse—that is the reason why He can open the 

book and carry out the book, because this is who He is, and this is what He was raised up to 

accomplish.   

 

Only someone who can do all of the things and is all of the things described in Isaiah chapter 11 

is worthy to open the book, because the book contains a description of what chapter 11 of Isaiah 

contains, in terms of what is going to be accomplished.  So Jesus is this Son of David, this Root 

of David, the one who will sit on His throne and who will rule the kingdom of God forever.   

 

Now I want you to notice what the angel said about Jesus when He first showed up.  Turn please 

in your Bibles to Luke chapter 1.  In Luke chapter 1, the angel is appearing to Mary.  This is 

what is called the “annunciation,” where the angel announces to Mary that she’s going to be the 

mother of the Messiah.  So Luke chapter 1, beginning at verse 30: 

 

“
30 

And the angel said unto her,” that is to Mary, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with 

God. 
31 

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name JESUS.”  Now notice what it says about this Jesus, in verses 32 and 33: “
32 

He shall be 

great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:”—now here it is—“and the Lord God shall give 
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unto him the throne of his father David: 
33 

and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and 

of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

 

So when the Bible talks about Jesus being the “Son” of David, or the one who is growing out of 

the Root of David, the Bible is talking about one who is going to sit on David’s throne and rule 

the Kingdom of God forever and ever, without end, defeating all of His enemies and blessing all 

of His people.   

 

Once again, the picture here in Revelation 5:5—and please turn back now to Revelation 5:5 and 

we’ll continue there now—once again, the picture here in Revelation 5:5 is of a triumphant 

victor over all, who would be able to defend His kingdom against every attack and defeat that 

would seek to be brought against it.  Jesus is the King who prevails over all kings and over all 

kingdoms, especially Satan and his kingdom of darkness.  This is why the Bible tells us that 

Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  So all the kings and kingdoms of this world—

Jesus, sitting on the throne of David, rules over them all.  And as for Satan and his kingdom of 

darkness—Jesus rules over him and them as well.   

 

So this title of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and this title of the Root of David, both speak of 

Christ as the one who is victorious and powerful, one who has defeated and conquered sin and 

Satan and death, and therefore, has the right and the ability to open the book and carry out the 

plan for the future that it contains.   

 

Now then, after the elder speaks to John in verse 5, and identifies the one who has prevailed to 

open the book, John seems to turn and look at the person that the elder identifies by these two 

titles.  And what does he see?  The elder says, John, don’t weep.  The Lion of the tribe of Judah.  

The Root of David has prevailed to open the book.  Now as he turned to look upon this 

individual that the elder was identifying, we would expect him to see a conquering king with the 

majesty and the power of a lion.  But that’s not what he sees at all.   

 

Notice verse 6: “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in 

the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”  Now verse 6 tells us that he sees 

“a Lamb as it had been slain.”  Here is a sacrificial lamb, and here is the whole basis for Christ’s 

authority, and for His power, and for His triumph as a King, as a Lion of the tribe of Judah.   

 

It was precisely because Jesus died on the cross as the Lamb of God who took away the sins of 

the world that He could then have the authority of a king, and then have the triumph of a lion.  It 

was through His work on the cross that He obtained the crown, and it was through His work on 

the cross that He obtained the mastery over Satan.   

 

This Lamb was foreshadowed in the Passover lamb spoken of in Exodus chapter 12, and this 

Lamb was a lamb that is prophesied of in Isaiah chapter 53.  This is the Lamb who takes away 

the sins of the world.  Had He not been humbled as a suffering Savior, He could have never been 

exalted as a conquering King.  The Lamb and the King are complementary, and you could never 

have one without the other.   
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Turn in your Bibles please to Philippians chapter 2.  We’ll start reading at verse 5.  It says in 

Philippians 2:5: “
5 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 

who, being in the 

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”  He wasn’t stealing some glory that 

didn’t belong to Him when He recognized Himself as equal with the Father.  “
7 

but made himself 

of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 

and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became”—what?—“obedient 

unto death, even the death of the cross.”  There is the Lamb who was slain. 

 

Now notice the next verse: “
9 
Wherefore”—in light of the fact that He was the Lamb that was 

slain by His death on the cross—in light of that, “God also hath highly exalted him, and given 

him a name which is above every name: 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
11 

and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  And you see how the Lamb 

that is slain led to the King on the throne.  The crucified Lamb became the conquering King 

because He was the crucified Lamb. 

 

In other words, Revelation chapter 5 and verse 5 is not possible without Revelation 5 and 

verse 6.  The Lamb that was slain, He is the one who then was able to have the throne of David 

and have the mastery of the Lion of the tribe of Judah over all of His enemies.   

 

Now please turn back to Revelation 5, verse 6.  It further describes this Lamb that had been 

slain—that is, the Lord Jesus in His sacrificial work—in verse 6 as “having seven horns and 

seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”  Remember, this is 

symbolic, pictorial, parabolic language.  There’s not really a lamb there, physically, with seven 

horns sticking out of His head and seven eyes plastered across His snout.  This is a picture, okay?  

This isn’t a literal thing.  Actually, it’s Jesus standing there, okay?  But this symbolic 

terminology is used to indicate to us the attributes and characteristics He possesses, and the 

works that He accomplishes.   

 

Now it says here that He has seven horns.  You recall from our study of numerology, seven is the 

number of completeness.  And then horns are used throughout the Scripture as a symbol of 

strength and power.  When you have a bull, he’s got these horns that stick out, right?  And he 

uses those horns to express his power.  So he hooks things with his horns, right, and that’s how 

he expresses his power.  So the horn, or in the case of a deer, an antler, is the means through 

which the animal expresses its strength and its power.  Horns are symbols of strength and power 

in the Scripture.  Therefore, these seven horns speak of the complete power that Jesus possesses 

and the total authority that He has.   

 

Then it goes on to say that He has seven eyes, and it says that these seven eyes are the “seven 

Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”  So the fact that He has seven eyes, which are called 

the seven Spirits, means that He has—number seven is the seven of completeness—He has the 

complete, or the totality, of the Spirit of God in Him.   

 

Now you and I have the indwelling Spirit, and that’s wonderful.  But it says of Jesus in 

John 3:34, “God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.”  In other words, you and I have 

some of the operations of the Spirit of God in our life; He had the complete operation of the 
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Spirit of God in His life.  The Spirit does some things through us; the Spirit did everything the 

Spirit was capable of doing in all of the fullness of His Deity through Christ.  He had all of the 

Spirit, if you will.  So as a man on the earth, He was completely filled with the Spirit of God.  

And of course, in heaven He is no less.   

 

Now this term “seven eyes” is a reference to the omniscience that the indwelling Spirit gives to 

Jesus Christ.  The Spirit is called seven flames, seven candlesticks, right?  Here, the Spirit is 

seven eyes.  The reason why eyes are used, the word “eyes,” is because eyes are things that you 

see with, right?  So therefore, it’s the idea that Jesus is all--seeing; He is omniscient.  In other 

words, the indwelling Spirit gives Him the power to see everything in heaven and earth, and miss 

nothing that occurs there.   

 

Now please turn in your Bibles with me to Zechariah chapter 4.  We’re going to look together at 

chapter 4, starting out at verse 1:  “
1 

And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked 

me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, 
2 

and said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I 

have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven 

lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof.”  So this is 

just a vision of the candelabra that’s in the Holy Place in the tabernacle—the menorah, right?   

 

“
3 

and two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side 

thereof. 
4 

So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my 

lord?”, that is, What do these symbolize?  What’s the significance of me seeing these objects?   

 

Verse 5: “Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what 

these be? And I said, No, my lord.
6 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the 

word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 

the LORD of hosts.”   

 

Now you remember, Zerubbabel was trying to get the city built, the temple built, during the 

return from the captivity.  You remember there was a lot of opposition at times from the 

Babylonian king and from the Medo-Persian kings to building this thing because of the enmity 

that was stirred up against the Jews who had returned to the land, who were trying to rebuild the 

temple and the wall.   

 

So the question is asked, verse 7: “Who art thou, O great mountain?”—speaking of the 

Babylonian kingdom—“before Zerubbabel,” the Jew who is leading the Jews in rebuilding the 

temple, “thou shalt become a plain.”  The mountain’s going to get leveled—this great power.  

And of course, Babylon was wiped out by the Medo-Persians, right?  The mountain was leveled.  

“and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings”—gravestone, right?  Babylon’s 

going to get buried, in a graveyard, and get a gravestone set up over it: Here lies fallen Babylon.  

Great power, leveled to the ground.  Strong like a mountain, now flat as a plain.   

 

Verse 8: “
8 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
9 

The hands of Zerubbabel 

have laid the foundation of this house;”—that’s the temple that they’re trying to rebuild that’s 

being opposed—“his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath 
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sent me unto you.”  So Zechariah is saying, Even though the construction of the temple has been 

stopped, it’s going to get started again, and the same guy who started it is going to finish it.  It’s 

going to happen in his lifetime.   

 

Verse 10: “
10 

For who hath despised the day of small things?”  Remember, just a little bitty group 

went back building this little temple that’s not nearly as glorious as the big temple.  “for they 

shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel…”  Now a plummet is like a 

plumb bob, right, and you use that to build stuff with, and Zerubbabel’s going to be holding his 

plumb bob, and the building’s going to be rebuilt.   

 

Now I’ve explained all that to you to come to verse 10.  Notice the last part.  It says, “and shall 

see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven;”—what seven?  Remember the 

seven candles back up in verses 2 and 3, the seven lights?  He says, “they”—those seven—“are 

the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.”  In other words, these seven 

lamps were representative of the Spirit of God.  Remember he said, verse 6, “Not by might, nor 

by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”?  So the menorah represents the Spirit of 

God, and those seven lights represent the seven eyes of the Spirit of God, which see all over the 

whole earth.  Jesus has those seven eyes.  He has the Spirit of God, not by measure given to Him.  

So Jesus, the Man Christ Jesus in heaven, is given omniscience by the operation of the Spirit of 

God in His humanity.   

 

Conclusion?  Turn back please to Revelation chapter 5.  The conclusion of this metaphor that 

Jesus has the seven horns and Jesus has the seven eyes, is that Jesus, because He has the seven 

horns is supremely powerful; and Jesus, because He has the seven eyes, is entirely all--seeing 

and all--knowing.   

 

Now there is nowhere in the Scripture a clearer declaration of the divine Trinity than this text.  

We have God the Father sitting on the throne; we have God the Son taking the scroll out of His 

hand; and we have the Spirit of God there represented in these seven eyes, all of them receiving 

the worship of the elders and the angels around them. 

 

Now that brings us to verse 7, which is our last verse for today.  Verse 7 says, “And he,” that is, 

Jesus, “came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.”  Now the 

momentous importance of that act cannot be overstated.  The Lamb came and took the scroll out 

of the hand of the Father, who was seated on the throne, and by that act Jesus was receiving the 

authority and the power to reveal and execute God’s decrees regarding the future of the world 

that was contained in that scroll.   

 

Here Jesus, because of His work on the cross, is given all authority in heaven and in earth to 

reveal and to execute the decree of God in the application of redemption, clear up to and 

including Paradise restored.  All things are now under His control and rule, and He is now going 

to work all things together for the good of His people; He’s going to work all things together for 

the growth of His kingdom; He’s going to work all things together for the glory of His person; 

and He’s going to work all things together for the defeat and the destruction of Satan and all of 
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his works.  That’s what’s going to be able to be accomplished because He now has the scroll in 

His hand.   

 

As a reward for His redemptive work as the Lamb of God, Jesus, when He ascended to heaven, 

received a kingdom to rule that would never end, and one that can never be defeated.  So by the 

passing of this scroll from the hand of the Father to the hand of the Son, Jesus was invested with 

the office of the King over the universe.  And that’s why He said in Matthew 28 and verse 18, 

All authority has been given to me in heaven and in earth.  And that’s what He got when He took 

the scroll—all authority in heaven and in earth.   

 

Now there’s a passage that I want to close with that explains all of this, and that’s Ephesians 

chapter 1.  In Ephesians chapter 1, Paul’s praying for the Ephesians, and in verse 15 he says, 

“
15 

Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 
16 

cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;”—now here’s the 

prayer.—The prayer is “
17 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:
18 

the eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 

riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 

and what is the exceeding greatness of his 

power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,”—now here it is.  

Here’s the verses I want you to focus on—“
20 

which he,” God the Father, “wrought in Christ, 

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far 

above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 

only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
22 

and hath put all things under his feet, and 

gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him 

that filleth all in all.” 

 

And so what Ephesians 1, verses 20 to 23 is talking about is the coronation of the Lord Jesus 

Christ that took place when the scroll was handed to Him.  He was now given authority over all 

principalities and powers; that is, over all angelic hosts, both fallen and unfallen, and over all 

people, both saved and lost, so that He now has unlimited authority and rule in the throne of 

God, at the right hand of God, ruling everything with God for the glory of God. 

 

So that’s what’s going on in Revelation chapter 5, verses 1 to 7.  No person can secure our 

redemption, no person could execute the plan of God, no one can bring us out of our fallenness 

into Paradise restored except Jesus Christ, and He’s able to do that because of His defeat of death 

and sin and Satan, on the cross.  He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah; He is the Son of David, 

sitting on the throne of David now, executing God’s decree for the saving of His people, for the 

subduing of His enemies, and for the establishment of His everlasting kingdom.   

 

And these glorious transactions are taking place after the death and resurrection of Jesus, when 

He ascends to heaven at the beginning of this age—all these things happen.  And then what we’ll 

see is, as He opens these seals, that God’s decree for this age—between the first and second 

coming and on into eternity—begin to be unfolded and accomplished; seal number one, number 

two, number three.  This book contains everything that’s going to happen between the first and 

second comings of Christ.   
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Now next week, God willing, we’ll see that because Jesus was worthy and able to take the book 

and open it, everyone’s going to worship Him.  Remember how (in chapter 4) they worshiped the 

Father as the Father was revealed sitting on the throne—the angels and the elders fell down?  

Well now, because Jesus has been revealed before the throne (in chapter 5), now all the elders 

and the angels are going to fall down and worship Him.   

 

Well, this is a wonderful scene.  It’s unspeakably glorious.  It gives us the assurance that all that 

Jesus set out to do, He will do, and that all that is contained in God’s decree will be 

accomplished.  Well let us pray together. 

 

Our Father, we find ourselves overwhelmed at this vision and unable to find words adequate to 

describe the glory that is revealed in it.  And Lord, I just pray that as we go through these 

chapters verse by verse, this glory would come in upon our spirits and our minds, and we would 

be elevated ourselves into that throne room to be able to see and grasp the wonder and the glory 

of the enthroned God and the Lamb who has been slain, who is the Lion of the tribe Judah, who 

is the Son of David. 

 

Father, we thank you that our Lord Jesus has all power; He has the seven horns.  And He has all 

knowledge; He has the seven eyes.  And to Him has been given all authority when He was 

handed the book.  And now He is the one who will execute all of God’s decrees.  Thank you that 

these things must come to pass, they will come to pass, and in their coming to pass lies all of our 

blessing and all of our hope and all of our confidence regarding the future.  Thank you, Father, 

for them.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


