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Message #64              Matthew 18:15-20 

 

We are still in a context that deals with the subject of which disciple is the greatest (18:1).  In 

this passage we are given another clue as to a great disciple.  Great disciples confront sin.  They 

confront sin in their own lives and, when necessary, they confront it in the life of another.  In the 

book of Leviticus, we are given a picture of priestly righteousness.  In Lev. 19:17 we read “You 

shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor…”. 

The point is there will be times when confrontation of wrong is the right thing to do rather than 

letting a heart hold a negative grudge. 

 

A GREAT DISCIPLE DOES NOT IGNORE A  SINNING  BROTHER BUT DEALS 

WITH HIM HONESTLY AND BIBLICALLY. 

 

Now before we look at just how a brother deals with a sinning brother, there are some important 

observations we want to make: 

 

1) Some manuscripts include the prepositional phrase “sins against you” (v. 15).  This would  

make the sin matter something you were personally involved in.  In this case, if a brother did 

something contrary to the Word of God against you, then you are responsible to follow the 

pattern here.  However, some of the older manuscripts do not contain the phrase against you.  In 

this case, it isn’t just sin against us personally that must be addressed, it is a brother’s sin that we 

are made aware of that must be addressed. 

 

2) The conditional “if” clause is 3
rd

 class, which means it is probable that this will happen.  The  

probability is at some point a disciple will be faced with a brother who is in sin or a brother who 

sins against you. 

 

3) Here for the second time in Matthew and for the last time we see the noun “church” (v. 17). 

We may expect to learn some new things about the new concept of the church. 

 

Now what does a great disciple do when faced with a brother who sins once in the Church Age? 

 

WAY #1 – A great disciple will confront the sin  privately .  18:15 

 

The first thing a great disciple will do will be to go to the brother privately and show him his 

fault.  In other words, you go one on one to the person’s face and you point the matter out 

between you and him, or you and her.  The verb “show” is an aorist imperative, which means we 

have been commanded to go privately at least one time to the person who has sinned and reprove 

or rebuke him with the goal of bringing him under conviction (Smith, p. 144).  This particular 

word means we are showing from the Word of God where the brother has sinned, with the goal 

of him coming under conviction and doing something about the sin.  The last part of the verse 

says, “if he listens to you, you have won him.”  The “if” clause here is also 3
rd

 class conditional, 

which means if you do this there is a good probability your brother will listen to you and you 

will win him. 



              p. 141 

 

If you know that someone is in sin, your first responsibility before God is to go to that brother or 

sister personally and point out the fault.  The goal at this point is to try to win the brother–that is 

bring him to a point where he will repent.  If he repents, praise God.  The matter is settled.  This 

is the best way to handle it.  Don’t gossip about it with someone else but earnestly pray and 

graciously go to the brother and confront him.  Paul makes the assumption that the person who is 

doing this is spiritual and meek (Gal. 6:1). 

 

WAY #2 – A great disciple will, if necessary, confront the sin  plurally .  18:16 

 

If the sinning brother refuses to respond to the private meeting, then the disciple is to take one or 

two others with him and go back and confront the matter again.  In this case, there is more than 

one person involved in confronting the sin issue. 

 

WAY #3 – A great disciple will, if necessary, confront the sin  publically .  18:17a 

 

There does come a point when the matter is to be brought to the attention of the entire church.  

At the time Jesus gave this instruction, the church was not in existence.  But beginning in Acts 2, 

the Church Age would begin and this is how matters were to be handled in local churches.  There 

are times when the right thing to do is to expose the sin publically in front of the church.  Now 

the church becomes responsible to admonish the sinning brother to do what is right.  They 

become a convicting force that will not let the brother or sister off the hook. 

 

WAY #4 – A great disciple will, if necessary, treat the brother as a  lost  heathen.  18:17b 

 

The church that is filled with great disciples will be one that stands together against a sinning 

brother or sister.  They will not rally around the sinner; they will unite in a front against him. 

 

Now verses 18-20 are verses connected to this very context.  The point of these verses is this: 

whenever a sinning brother has been confronted in this manner and the church has been told, 

whatever stand the church takes on earth will be honored in heaven.  If the church determines 

that the brother is in sin and after refusing to repent, it stands against him, God will stand against 

him.  If the church determines the brother has repented and is freed from the sin, God will view it 

the same way. 

 

These are solemn and serious words against a non-repentant brother or sister.  God carefully 

follows and monitors the disciplinary process of the church.  God would give the church 

tremendous authority.  The assumption of verse 19 is that the church is praying about the sin 

issue.  The church is obeying the Word and praying to the Father.  Notice that this is done in the 

name of Jesus Christ, which adds a new dimension to prayer.  When two or three are gathered 

together to confront sin matters with a brother, Jesus Christ is in their midst.  When God’s people 

are praying about sin matters, God is powerfully at work.  God expects His church to face things 

and deal with things, not run from things.  Great disciples do not run away from problems.  They 

face them and deal with them and go on for the glory of God. 

 


