
Pastor Tom Mortenson

Grace Fellowship Church, Port Jervis, New York

June 5, 2016

I Will Send a Helper

John 14:12-17

Prayer:  Father God, again, we just thank you that you alone  have 

the power to redeem.  And we are here able to stand  before you, to 

sit before you because of that power and what a pri ce you paid to 

buy that for us.  And Father, we just again thank y ou and we praise 

you and we spend this morning, this time this morni ng coming before 

you in communion to reflect and to offer up our pra yers and our 

thoughts and ourselves to you this morning.  And so  I pray as we 

again look into your book, that we would again have  the power and 

the presence of your Holy Spirit as we open that bo ok and that you 

again would use it to be honored and glorified and to change our 

lives.  And we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well, as we've just said, this is the first Sunday of the month and 

this is the day that we remember Christ and his cro ss.  And Jesus 

on the night before he died, he met with his discip les and then for 

the last time he celebrated a Passover supper which  is spoken of in 

Matthew 26  which says this:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 



and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 

all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 

it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he 

took wine and he offered them up as symbols of his flesh and his 

blood and then he asked his disciples to eat the br ead and drink 

the cup in order to symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  

And then he asked them to repeat this remembrance o n a regular 

basis and that's what we call the Lord's table.  An d here at Grace 

we celebrate it once a month and we do that by, aga in, meditating 

on what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cro ss, by examining 

ourselves, by asking God's Holy Spirit to convict u s of sins, by 

confessing those sins and then by participating in the elements.  

John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and  drink his 

blood, you have no life in you."   

Now we've been following the life of Jesus and we'v e made our way 

up to the 14th chapter of the Gospel of John which you may remember 

opens this way, this is John 14:1 , it says:  "Let not your hearts 

be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Father's 

house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I h ave told you 



that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also."   Jesus is telling the disciples to 

believe in God, to believe in himself and to believ e in the 

preparations that he has made for them in the futur e.  And what 

follows from there in this dialogue is what we've b een looking at 

for the last few months.  And we've seen a number o f things, we've 

seen Thomas, we've seen Philip, they're demonstrati ng that after 

years and years that they've spent with Christ, the y're stil l 

essentially clueless about who he is, about what he  is doing, what 

he has done, and what he intends to do.  Jesus says  in John 14:7:  

"If you had known me, you would have known my Fathe r also.  From 

now on you do know him and have seen him."  Philip said to him, 

"Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us. "  Jesus said to 

him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still d o not know me, 

Philip?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, 

'Show us the Father?'  Do you not believe that I am  in the Father 

and the Father is in me?  The words that I say to y ou I do not 

speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwell s in me does his 

works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 

or else believe on account of the works themselves. "   

This may be the most frustrated Jesus has ever been  with his 

disciples, I mean, they have witnessed him feeding the hungry, 



healing the sick and even raising the dead.  But th at's not enough.  

Jesus fully realizes now the extent of their unbeli ef and he says 

in essence, if you're not going to believe me on th e basis of my 

words, well then at least believe me on the basis o f what I've 

done.  "Believe account of the works themselves."   But the fact 

even the works themselves were not enough.  We know  that to a large 

extent the disciples never could fully understand m uch of what 

Christ was instructing them until after he had asce nded, until then 

when he sent them someone he called "the Helper."  Well that was 

his Holy Spirit.  So Jesus is here, he's trying to tell the 

disciples that he's going to leave them and he's tr ying to tell 

them the good news along with the bad.  And he tell s the disciples 

that once they are empowered by the Holy Spirit, th ey're going to 

go on to do great things in his name.  So we pick u p the narrative 

in this point.  This is John 14:12, Jesus says:  "Truly, truly, I 

say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the  works that I 

do; and greater works than these will he do, becaus e I am going to 

the Father."   

So how do we, how do we do greater works than Jesus ?  How do we do 

that?  Well, understand what Jesus is saying here, a lot of what 

he's hinting at has to do with scale both on the ph ysical and on 

the spiritual plane.  You see, on the physical plan e we understand 

that Jesus limited himself to human flesh.  That's what he dwelt 



in.  But once he ascended, his Spirit was now free to indwell every 

single person who was part of the Savior's body, pa rt of the 

Savior's life.  So we have this incredible differen ce in scale.  I 

mean, Jesus once miraculously fed 5,000 people.  We ll, he can point 

to World Vision and he can say they fed 5 million.  You know, Jesus 

occasionally brought somebody who was blind to sigh t.  Jesus can 

now point to Christian medical missions who have br ought thousands 

to sight.  And the same applies to all of the physi cal miracles 

that Jesus has done, they've been multiplied someti mes by the 

millions because Christ's Holy Spirit is now operat ing not just in 

Jesus alone but in the millions who now have the Sp irit of Christ 

operating within them.  

There's also a spiritual dimension as well that has  to do with 

scale.  See, Jesus identified the greatest miracle as bringing life 

to those who were dead.  To some like Lazarus and t he little girl, 

he was speaking of physical life; but to most, that  is the 

disciples and all those who were his followers who were genuine 

sheep, he was speaking of a spiritual resurrection.   This is what 

Jesus said in John 5, he says:  "For the Father loves the Son and 

shows him all that he himself is doing.  And greate r works than 

these will he show him, so that you may marvel.  Fo r as the Father 

raises the dead and gives them life, so also the So n gives life to 

whom he will."   



See, there is no greater miracle than the new life that comes when 

a person accepts and believes the gospel.  You know , when you and I 

go to share the gospel with someone who is spiritua lly dead and we 

find that they are given ears to hear and eyes to s ee and along 

with that gospel they begin to grasp and understand  what they're 

doing, then we understand a greater work that Jesus  is speaking of 

is taking place.  I mean, I concluded last week in Romans 10:13, it 

said:  For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord wil l be 

saved."  How then will they call on him in whom the y have not 

believed?  And how are they to believe in him of wh om they have 

never heard?  And how are they to hear without some one preaching?  

And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  A s it is written, 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the  good news!"   

So what we have here is we're talking about the mir acle of 

salvation which is preceded by calling on God.  I m ean that's how 

we get saved; we cry out to God.  But that's preced ed by believing 

which is preceded by hearing which is preceded by p reaching which 

is preceded by sending.  So what Jesus is saying is  after I leave, 

you, too, will participate in miracles greater than  I have done; 

you, too, will spiritually raise the dead.  And you 're going to do 

that by entering into that process either by sendin g or by 

speaking.  Because when the word is sent and spoken  into the life 

of a believer and it is heard and it is believed, t hen this greater 



miracle takes place.  Again, this is John 5:24:  Jesus says, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 

who sent me has eternal life.  He does not come int o judgment, but 

has passed from death to life.  Truly, truly, I say  to you, an hour 

is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear  the voice of 

the Son of God, and those who hear will l ive."   

I never forgot the very first time I spoke the word  to someone who 

was spiritually dead and they actually heard and th ey turned and 

they responded and they passed from death to life.  I got to 

experience the living expression of what Jesus said  would happen in 

our text this morning.  Just again to repeat, he sa ys:  "Truly, 

truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will al so do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do,  because I am 

going to the Father."   I remember I shared a gospel and it was the 

gospel that I barely knew myself, having been saved  a very, very 

slight amount of time, but I shared this gospel and  I'm sure if I 

was able to go back in time and listen to what I'd said, listen to 

my presentation, I'm sure I would cringe, but it wa s more than 

enough for the Holy Spirit to touch his spirit.  I shared the 

gospel with a very good friend of mine from high sc hool named John, 

and he had moved out to San Francisco and I remembe r him taking it 

all in, I remember him considering it, I remember h im being very 

thoughtful, I remember him counting the cost, and t hen I remember 



him asking Christ into his life.  That conversation  that I had with 

him in San Francisco changed the entire trajectory of his life.  I 

mean, he was a very bright guy, he moved back east and he went on 

to become a very successful hospital administrator,  he had a 

wonderful wife and kids.  But here's what made the difference in 

his life:  From the moment that John became saved, he and his wife 

Jennifer started to live for the kingdom.  I mean, they came back 

east and they moved and they joined a Bible-believi ng church and 

eventually he was asked to be in a position of lead ership and for 

the last 40 or so years they've been faithfully fol lowing Christ.  

And I know this because he just kind of popped by l ast year to pay 

me a visit.  And I can't tell you how wonderful it is to see 

somebody who is now kind of on the back nine of the ir lives, having 

retired, having looked back on a life defined by Ch rist and his 

kingdom.  And you know, in the course of our conver sation he told 

me that he had learned that he had a very serious c ancer and it was 

something that could obviously take his life, he wa s undergoing 

treatment and it might work out, it might not, but he was okay.  He 

was completely at peace.  And he was at peace becau se he could look 

back on his life and see it as a life well spent.  And the reason 

why he saw it as well spent, because it was aimed, it was directed 

at Christ and his kingdom.  I just think about myse lf having the 

privilege of having that conversation some 40 years  ago and how 

that changed the trajectory of his life and I'm thi nking you know, 



you could take climbing Mt. Everest, winning the In dy 500 and 

getting the Nobel Peace Prize and put them all toge ther and it 

would never, to me, equal the incredible joy of lea ding somebody to 

eternal life.  That's God's ultimate privilege best owed.  I 

remember thinking way back then that, you know, if my life was a 

total disaster from this day forward and I became n othing but a 

skid row bum, I could still look back on my life an d say it had 

meaning, it had purpose, it wasn't a waste because I was able, by 

God's grace, to bring somebody from death to life.  You know, it 

doesn't get any better than that.  

So Jesus next says to his disciples -- and this is in verse 14, he 

says:  "If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it."   We know 

that the scripture is true, we know that this is wh at he said, so 

here's the question:  Why don't we just pray for al l our loved ones 

in Jesus' name, pray that Jesus saves them and just  kind of sit 

back and wait for those miracles to take place and for people to 

start packing out the church.  Listen to what Jesus  said.  He said:  

"Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.  If you ask me anything in  my name, I will 

do it."   Would that it would be so easy.  But I think you know, 

this is a scripture that has been horribly twisted and abused by 

either those who either knowingly or unknowingly wr enched it out of 

context.  You know, Jesus is not saying just tack m y name onto any 



old request, whether it's for the salvation of a lo ved one or a 

brand new Cadillac and you're going to get it.  Wha t he is saying 

is much more the equivalent of what we would consid er today to be 

the power of attorney.  You see, if somebody in you r family, God 

forbid, came down with Alzheimer's or some kind of mental il lness 

of some sort and they lost their capacity to make p roper decisions, 

well, what usually happens is the family gets toget her and they try 

to decide and they try to appoint somebody who they  think they know 

will speak on that person's behalf.  Hopefully they  choose someone 

who knows and loves the victim, someone who knows e xactly what his 

wishes and desires are and who will be committed to  act in the 

light of those desires.  And what happens is he get s brought 

forward and if all of the legal things are done, he  gets given the 

power of attorney.  What they're doing is they're l iterally 

granting that person the ability to speak in the ot her person's 

name.  Understood that way, Jesus is telling the di sciples and he's 

telling us anything you ask of the Father in my nam e, that is, with 

my heart, my soul, my strength, my mind, well, God' s going to 

answer that.  And so at any time you come before Go d asking exactly 

how I would have asked, then you can expect that Go d's going to 

grant your request in the same way he would have gr anted mine.  

But you know, even that statement has a proviso.  N ow we know -- 

once know Jesus once asked God to remove from him a  cup that 



included going to the cross.  And yet even though h is desire was 

incredibly great that this be removed, we note how he ended his 

prayer.  This is Luke 22:41 , and it says:  And he withdrew from 

them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and pray ed, saying, 

"Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from m e.  

Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done."   See, it was God's 

will that reigned supreme in Jesus's life and God's  will always had 

the final say.  And that applies to us as well.  I mean, our 

prayers can be as specific and as targeted and as g rand as they can 

be, in fact the grander, the better.  But because w e serve a God of 

infinite wisdom and knowledge, whose ways are not o ur ways, it must 

also include the proviso that Jesus stated, "Nevertheless, not my 

will, but yours, be done."   I don't know why God has not answered 

my prayers for the salvation of my loved ones, but I know it 

doesn't stop me from asking.  

And you know, for almost five years now we've had P OPS, we've 

mentioned that this morning.  The second Wednesday of each month we 

have a POPS meeting.  POPS stands for Parents of Pr odigals.  You 

don't need to be a parent.  All you need to do is k now a prodigal, 

be concerned about a prodigal.  We meet each Wednes day.  I'm not 

going to be here this Wednesday but Steve is going to take the 

meeting.  And what we do, you know, we meet once a month and we 

kind of share war stories and good news and bad new s, did anything 



happen in anybody's life.  We have a list of all th e prodigals up 

on the board that we erase completely afterwards so  that they're 

not up there for people to see, but we spend a grea t deal of time 

encouraging one another about what is taking place.   And over the 

course of these five years we've seen a number of t he people we say 

moved from the left side of the board to the right side of the 

board.  The right side are prodigals that have come  home.  And so 

we are greatly, greatly encouraged by that.  It rea lly involves the 

idea of praying for a long, long haul, a long, long  time.  And we 

keep at it and we stay with it because God has told  us to keep at 

it and stay with it because prayer for a loved one' s salvation is 

often a very long time undertaken.  

I stil l pray for Sylvia Schechner.  Now, Sylvia Sch echner was the 

director of the neonatology department at Cornell M edical Center 

when we brought Dan and Ben there for three months.   They were born 

eight weeks premature, they had all kinds of issues , so they were 

there for three months and so we used to go visit t hem constantly.  

And she saw us and we interacted with her on kind o f a minimal 

level, but one day while we were there, she came up  to me and said, 

"Would you come to my office?  I want to ask you so mething."  I 

said "Sure."  So we went to the office and sat down .  She said "I 

want to know how you cope with this.  I 've seen lot s and lots of 

people in these kind of circumstances, I just -- te ll me, how do 



you cope with this?"  So it was a wonderful opportu nity for Janice 

and I to share the gospel with her, which we did, w e spent some 45 

minutes just sharing the gospel with her.  I never saw her again.  

I never saw her again and just a month ago Dan and Ben celebrated 

their 36th birthday.  Just do the math.  I've been praying for 

Sylvia for a very, very long time.  And I don't kno w this side of 

heaven if I 'l l ever even know what her spiritual si tuation is, but 

I stil l pray for her in Jesus' name.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, please consider what it 

really means to pray in the name of Jesus, and cons ider also this 

warning that God gives about communion itself.  Thi s is from 1 

Corinthians 11, verse 28, it says:  But let a man examine himself 

and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cu p.  For he who 

eats and drink in an unworthy manner eats and drink s judgment to 

himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we  would judge 

ourselves, we would not be judged.  But when we are  judged, we are 

chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned  with the world.  

You know, I say this each time, I say communion is an extremely 

serious undertaking and to enter into it in an unwo rthy manner is 

to literally court disaster.  And so if you are not  absolutely 

confident that you are a child of the King or if yo u first need to 

be reconciled with your brother before you bring yo ur sacrifice to 



the altar, just pass the elements on.  I say this e ach time, 

nobody's going to look at you strange.  They may in  fact think that 

you are wise.  But I also say, on the other hand, w e can make the 

mistake of thinking that unless we are spotlessly p erfect we've got 

no business receiving communion and that's not true  either.  You 

see, being a child of the King doesn't mean that we  don't sin and 

that we never fail.  It means that we recognize tha t the salvation 

that God has given us is a gift.  It 's a gift that no one is ever 

capable of earning by being good.  I quote Dane Ort lund each time 

'cause I love what he says.  He says:  "In the king dom of God the 

one thing that qualifies you is knowing that you do n't qualify, and 

the one thing that disqualifies you is thinking tha t you do."  It 

also means that when we do fail, we are aware that we have sinned 

because God's Spirit is within us convicting us.  W e grieve as 

children who know that we have a Father who longs t o forgive us, 

who longs to cleanse us.  And God says in 1 John 1:9:  If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgiv e us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   So being a child of 

the King doesn't mean that we are without sin.  It means that when 

we sin, we understand something, we understand that  we have an 

advocate with the Father, we have someone who speak s on our behalf.  

1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to you so you will 

not sin, but if anybody does sin, we have an advoca te with the 

Father -- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   And so because we have 



Jesus Christ's righteousness and not our own, we ar e then free to 

eat from his table.  So if you love the Lord, don't  deny yourself 

the privilege that Jesus purchased for you.  You kn ow, he lived the 

life that we were supposed to live and then he died  the death we 

all deserve to die in our place so that we could be  made worthy of 

heaven.  Take some time right now to just to ask yo urself, who do I 

pray for in Jesus' name, and what do I expect?  And  am I doing the 

works that Jesus gave me to do?  He said:  "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, whoever believes me will also do the works tha t I do; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I am g oing to the 

Father."   Just take a moment and think on that.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd  verse says:  For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   So take, and eat.  

Jesus is continuing this conversation that he has w ith his 

disciples, and we pick up on it in John 14:15, h e says:  "If you 

love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will  ask the Father, 

and he will give you another helper, to be with you  forever, even 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,  because it 

neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, for he dwells with 



you and will be in you."   

Jesus identifies those who love him as those who ke ep his 

commandments.  It 's very easy to get into deep stuf f with this, 

very easy to get lost trying to understand precisel y what Jesus 

means, I mean, what commandments are you talking ab out?  Are you 

talking about the ten commandments?  Are you talkin g about the 

Sermon on the Mount?  Are you talking about the law  of love?  And 

in addition, what percentage of obedience are we ex pected to have 

here?  I mean, is it five percent?  Is it fifty per cent?  95?  A 

hundred percent?  How much?  I mean every single Ch ristian will 

fail at some point to obey Christ, so how are we to  understand what 

Jesus is saying here?  Let me suggest how.  First o f all, you have 

to understand that Jesus is not talking to the worl d here.  He's 

having this conversation with his disciples and he' s speaking 

specifically to his sheep.  He's speaking to those who have fallen 

in love with Jesus Christ.  Now, we who have fallen  in love with 

Jesus have done so for one reason and one reason al one.  It's 

spoken in 1 John 4:19:  We love because he first loved us.   Jesus 

is speaking to those who love him because he first loved us, and 

he's telling us something about the nature of the l ove that he has 

for us.  You know, we all know John 3:16:  "For God so loved the 

world."  Every one of us understands that but Jesus is not s peaking 

here about a generic love for the entire world but about a very 



specific love that he has for his sheep.  And God d oes love the 

entire world.  He sends the rains on the just and t he unjust alike.  

But there's a difference that God has between the l ove that he has 

for the world and the love that he has for us.  I m ean, it 's the 

difference between saying "I love children" and "I love my 

children."  God does love the entire world but he l oves his 

children in a unique and rare way.  And he addresse s those who love 

him in this unique and rare way by promising to giv e them a Helper.  

And he says about this Helper something very specif ic.  He says 

I'l l send you a Helper the world cannot receive.  I t 's the Holy 

Spirit.  "Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot re ceive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him."   You got to understand 

what Jesus is saying here.  If you understand this,  it goes a long 

way towards explaining when we try to share the gos pel, it often 

times winds up sounding like I said last week, like  Charlie Brown, 

blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, nobody's listening.  It's because 

we're speaking essentially another language.  

So let me trot out another fifty cent word for you here.  The word 

is "ineffable."  Anybody know what that word means?   We have some 

SAT people here who -- yes, something you'd find on  an SAT test.  

Let me give you the definition.  Ineffable means to o great or 

extreme to be expressed or described in words.  The  love of God in 

Christ is ineffable.  And Jesus doesn't break it do wn into words 



because it can't really be broken down into words.  It 's too great, 

it's too big, it 's too extreme.  You know, I've oft en described the 

challenge of understanding and describing the love of God is as 

similar to trying to teach a German Shepherd how to  play chess.  

You just think about it, you could be Cesar, you co uld be the dog 

whisperer of dog whisperers and you're sitting in f ront of your 

German Shepherd and you're explaining the strategie s the pieces and 

the parts and how it works and you know and I know that only a fool 

would ever think that he ever in any way has a chan ce of 

communicating chess to a dog.  But I can assure you  of one thing 

and that is that a dog's mind is far closer to gras ping chess that 

our mind will ever be to grasping the height, the w idth, and the 

breadth and depth of the love of God in Christ with out some 

supernatural power.  And that's precisely what Jesu s is saying 

right here.  What he is telling them is that God's Spirit is 

ineffable.  Just go back and picture this conversat ion that's 

taking place in John 14.  You know, Jesus is not ju st saying, hey, 

guys, I'm leaving.  And understand Jesus's mindset,  he is less than 

twelve hours from the cross all the horror of his e xecution that he 

knows down to the very last detail.  And of all peo ple who should 

be comforted, it 's Jesus, who up to the very end is  seeking to 

comfort his disciples.  And he's explaining to them  what's going to 

happen when he leaves, and he tells them three thin gs, he says, 

first of all, he says, "If you love me, you will keep my 



commandments."   Now that's an indicative, it 's not an imperative 

but it 's very important to understand that.  Jesus is just stating 

a fact.  He's not issuing a command.  And you'll un derstand this 

more when you understand what the presence of the H oly Spirit does.  

You have to remember, go all the way back to the bo ok of Ezekiel 

and understand what happens when the Holy Spirit co mes into us.  

This is Ezekiel 36:26 , God says:  I will give you a new heart, and 

a new spirit I will put within you.  And I will rem ove the heart of 

stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh .   And here's 

the critical part, remember the Helper we were talk ing about -- and 

I will put my Spirit  -- capitalized -- Spirit within you, and cause 

you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey m y rules.   

Jesus is simply stating what happens when the Helpe r that Jesus 

promised to send begins to indwell his sheep.  He " causes us" to 

walk in his statutes and be careful to obey his rul es.  See, this 

is God's work in us; this is not our work in oursel ves.  There is a 

huge difference between saying here's a new set of rules that 

you're going to have to obey if you ever expect Jes us to love you, 

and saying what Jesus is saying here.  Jesus is say ing when my 

Helper comes to you, he's going to indwell you, cha nging your very 

thoughts, intents and desires so that they now begi n to line up 

with my thoughts, intents and desires, and when tha t Comforter, 

when that Helper, when the Holy Spirit indwells you , God's going to 



give you the desire to obey his rules.  And as God' s Spirit begins 

supplanting your own fallen spirit, your desire to obey Jesus' 

commandments will be so real, so real that it will now serve as an 

identifier of your new life.  "If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments."   

It's so tempting for the church to put the cart bef ore the horse 

and say obey this set of rules because that's how y ou get Jesus to 

love you.  That's perfectly backwards.  Jesus has a lready told us 

that while we were sinners, he died for us.  What h e's saying is 

that he's already laid down his life as a ransom pa yment for us and 

having done that, he has no intention of ever letti ng us go or for 

that matter ever letting our old nature permanently  recapture us.  

He says in Philippians 1:6:  He who has begun a good work in y ou 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Chr ist.  But 

understand what Jesus is saying.  Part of the proof  that he's begun 

this good work in you is the change in your desires  that 

accompanies the presence of the Holy Spirit.  You n o longer obey 

his commands because you have to; you obey his comm ands because you 

want to.  And he does that by opening up our eyes a nd our ears and 

our hearts to his strength, to his wisdom, and his beauty, so he 

can say if you love me, it's just going to naturall y follow, you're 

going to want to obey my commandments.  



As the elders begin distributing the cup, let me gi ve you a silly 

example of how I think this works.  For myself pers onally, I can't 

stand the thought of eating liver.  I mean as a lit tle kid, my 

mother used to bring it home and I'd see this purpl e glop on the 

counter, I'd say, oh, man, we're going to cook that  and eat that, 

just awful, awful stuff.  I can't imagine people en joying it but 

they do and I know.  Let's say somebody invented a liver loving 

pill and they gave it to me and it magically change d my desires.  

Okay?  So here's how I would express this pill 's ef fectiveness.  I 

would say this, I say, now that I love liver, heck,  I'm going to 

eat a whole plate full.  You see, it 's not the eati ng that has 

produced the love for the liver, it 's a pill.  It 's  what has 

provoked my love for liver that produces the eating .  Well in 

Jesus's case, it 's not the obedience to the command ments that 

provokes his love.  It 's the Holy Spirit.  See, the  Holy Spirit 

provokes a love and a drive that finds obedience to  the 

commandments now so deeply satisfying that Jesus ca n say with 

confidence:  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments."   In 

fact he says it again only five verses later, he sa ys this in verse 

21, he says:  "Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 

who loves me.  And he who loves me will be loved by  my Father, and 

I will love him and manifest myself to him."   Well, okay, how is 

Jesus going to manifest himself?  Well, he manifest s himself to us 

by the indwelling presence of his Spirit.  But unde rstand, it 's the 



very same Spirit that God tells us will, in Ezekiel  36:  Cause you 

to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my ru les.   See, God 

manifests himself to us by re configuring our spiri tual hard 

drives.  He's the one who gives us a new heart, he' s the one who 

gives us a new desire, and the love that we feel ma nifests itself 

in obedience.  See, love and obedience are inextric ably bound 

together by the Holy Spirit; so bound that one alwa ys produces the 

other.  And when you genuinely love Jesus, you have  a genuine love 

to obey him.  But you didn't produce that; the Holy  Spirit produced 

that.  And Jesus is repeatedly telling the disciple s this lesson, 

and repeatedly it 's going right over their heads.  So Judas (not 

Iscariot)  -- there's a distinction, this is the good Judas, if you 

want to call him that, verse 22 says:  Judas (not Iscariot) said to 

him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourse lf to us, and 

not to the world?"   I love Jesus's response to Judas.  I mean, 

Judas is clearly as clueless as any of us would hav e been in that 

room in the absence of the Holy Spirit and he wants  to know, okay, 

you're going to manifest yourself to us, Jesus, wha t magical thing, 

what secret thing are you going to do in us that th e rest of the 

world is not going to understand?  Jesus gives him almost a non 

answer.  It says:  Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will 

keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we w ill to him and 

make our home with him.  Whoever does not love me d oes not keep my 

words.  And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who 



sent me."   Jesus is just repeating the thought again and aga in, 

he's saying, Judas, here's your manifestation of me .  You're going 

to keep my word.  You know, you could almost see Je sus engaged in 

what could be considered a dialogue of the death at  this point, but 

he knows that shortly thereafter they're going to h ave the Helper, 

and when the Comforter comes, all of these things a re going to 

start to make sense.  And Jesus says he's going to give us the 

Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive.  He says:  "And I 

will ask the Father and he will give you another He lper, to be with 

you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the wor ld cannot 

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.   You know him, 

for he dwells with you and will be in you."   

And again, here's where that word "ineffable" comes  in.  You know, 

Romans 8:16  says:  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God.   We could ask, okay, how does that 

happen?  Do you start to glow?  Does holiness just come out of your 

pores and people just get it?  How does that happen ?  Well, Jesus 

says I will send you a Comforter who will make what  the world 

cannot understand understandable on a gut spiritual  level.  It's 

ineffable.  You can't put it into words.  And for y ears people have 

tried to find a way to put the Holy Spirit 's presen ce into words, 

and I've hear people say, oh, you know that you kno w that you know.  

What they're trying to say is that when the Spirit of God indwells 



you, you receive three things:  You receive a love for Christ that 

you never had before, a desire to obey him that you  never knew 

before, and thirdly this ineffable sense of his pre sence that you 

know you know you will not be able to communicate.  "You know him 

for he dwells with you and will be in you," Jesus said.  And trust 

me, your German Shepherd's going to be a chess mast er before you 

get to explaining this to the rest of the world bec ause the world 

cannot receive it.  

But here's the joy and here's the challenge.  Do yo u have within 

you a love for Christ that manifests itself in a de sire to obey?  

And again we can ask the question obey what?  And I  would say obey 

every single thing that Jesus commands.  I mean, in  this chapter 

Jesus has already given us five commands.  In John 14:1  he says:  

"Let not your hearts be troubled."  Then he says, "Believe in God, 

believe also in me."   "Believe in me that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 

themselves."   These are the imperatives.  These are the command s 

that Jesus gives us but there's also indicatives, a nd indicatives 

simply indicate, these are indicators as to whether  or not you 

belong to him.  It's verse 13:  "If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments."   Verse 23:  "If anyone loves me, he will keep my 

word, and my Father will love him, and we will come  to him and make 

our home with him."   We look at chapter 14 and we see these five 



commands but you hear what these commands are all a bout?  I mean, 

Jesus starts off first, the first thing he commands  is trust.  He 

says, "Let not your hearts be troubled."   And then the next four 

commands are:  Believe, believe, believe, believe.  He says:  

"Believe in God, believe in me, believe that I am i n the Father and 

the Father is in me or else believe on the account of the works 

themselves."   Those are the imperatives.  The indicatives are 

simply indicated by whether or not this is part of our lives.  If 

you love me, keep my commandments.  If you love me,  keep my word.  

You can't do that on your own.  No one can.  That's  why Jesus said 

you need a Helper.  Again:  "And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Helper, to be with you forever, ev en the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it ne ither sees him 

nor knows him.  You know him, for he dwells with yo u and will be in 

you."   

And so the questions we need to ask ourselves as we  take the cup 

are simple:  Have I received Christ by receiving hi s Helper?  Do I 

keep his word?  Do I keep his commandments?  Do I k now him even 

though he's too big, too grand, and too extreme to explain?  Does 

the ineffable Spirit of God live within me?  Take a  moment and 

think on that.  

1 Corinthians 11:25  says:  In the same manner he also took the cup 



after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant  in my blood.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."   So take, 

and drink.  

This is the part that I call head, heart, and feet.   We've been 

talking about the gospel and I just sense that many  of you are 

concerned about, well, what if I actually do start giving the 

gospel and I just run out of gas?  What if I don't know what to 

say?  And I think of one of the more helpful little  books is 

Gregory Gilbert's book What is the Gospel , and in that book he says 

there's four things that outline the entire scope o f the gospel:  

God, man, Christ, response.  If you just remember t hose four 

things:  God, man, Christ, response, God is all per fect, he created 

all of the universe including us.  We were the crow n of his 

creation and we fell.  That's the man part.  We are  separated from 

God.  The Christ part is God himself became one of us, lived among 

us perfectly and then offered up his life as a sacr ifice.  And the 

fourth part is response.  God claims to you or give s to you the 

opportunity by faith to be restored to the perfecti on that we had 

before Adam fell.  And in addition, he gives us his  righteousness.  

So there you have four different words to give you the scope of the 

gospel:  God, man, Christ, response.  

I think about my friend John and what an incredible  joy it was for 



me to see him coming back after 40 years and knowin g that that 

conversation that we had in San Francisco literally  changed his 

life.  I would think all of you here what an incred ible blessing 

that would be and what an incredible blessing to th e church.  You 

know, one of the things that we as a church despera tely need is new 

believers, is people who come here because they hav e been converted 

and understand Jesus for the first time, people who  are excited to 

find out what the gospel is all about, what it mean s, how the 

trajectory of their life can change.  We've been pr aying for it for 

five new couples and a full nursery.  And I want to  just in that 

prayer say, Lord, we need new believers, brand new people who are 

converted.  We need people who are just full of the  incredible 

wonder of the gospel anew.  And so once again, I'm going to 

conclude by asking that each of us pray and I just -- I want you 

all to envision somebody you know that is not a bel iever, somebody 

you know that if they're not a believer, they despe rately need the 

gospel, and you don't have to become Billy Graham b ut you do have 

to have a heart that desires to share the gospel.  And I want you 

to picture that person in your mind and I want you to pray for an 

opportunity.  And again, God, man, Christ, response , I wouldn't 

even worry about that.  If somebody asks you the go spel, trust the 

Holy Spirit will give you the words.  But right now , right here, I 

just want, picturing that individual or group of in dividuals, I 

just want us all to pray.  



Father, we come before you today, we are desperate to do your will, 

we are desperate to see your gospel go forward, we are desperate to 

see people brought from death into life.  We so des ire the 

privilege of being able to share the good news that  we ask for your 

grace, your peace, your power, and your wisdom to d o just that.  As 

each of us are remembering that individual, I pray,  Lord, for 

opportunities, I pray that you would give just some  sacred time and 

sacred space for people who don't know Jesus to com e to know Jesus 

and for us to have the privilege of being the beare r of that good 

news.  As you say, how beautiful are the feet of th ose who bring 

good news.  And we pray this in your name.  Amen. 


