
John (99): Jesus Speaks to His Disciples Before Leaving Them          514, Come Thou Fount/In Christ Alone, 710 

 

Since we have been away from the gospel of John for several weeks, I want to begin this morning with a short 

review—it is likely Thursday night and early in the next morning He would be betrayed, beaten, and 

eventually crucified—thus, chapters 14-16, commonly called the Upper Room Discourse, consists of our 

Savior's final formal teaching to His disciples. 

 

The primary purpose of the discourse is found in the bookends of the discourse, 14:1—"Let not your heart be 

troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me" 16:33—"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world"—

Our Savior was about to leave His disciples after walking with them for over three years—thus, within this 

final sermon, He intended to fortify their hearts from being troubled. 

 

He accomplishes this in three ways—[1] He promises them His departure would prove beneficial to them—He 

would send them the Spirit who would be a Helper to them—the Spirit would reveal the truth to them, 

empower them, and enable them to bear witness for Christ. Though He would leave them bodily, He would be 

with them spiritually.   

 

[2] He reminds them that their strength is found in Him and not themselves—He is the vine and they are 

branches—thus, they must abide in Him (for strength), and His love (for comfort). Though He was bodily 

leaving them, He would remain vitally in union with them.   

 

[3] He warns them of certain persecution, that comes upon them because of their union and association with 

Him—this He does in the latter half of chapter 15, but also the beginning of chapter 16. He wanted them to 

know what awaited them. Just as He entered glory through suffering, they too would enter heaven through 

suffering. 

 

I.   A Reason (that is, the reason why He gave them previous instruction)—vv1, 4 

II.  A Warning (that is, He gives a warning about future mistreatment)—vv2-3  

III. A Departure (that is, He again foretells His imminent departure)—vv5-7 

 

I.   A Reason—vv1, 4 

 

1. Here I refer to the reason (or reasons) our Savior gives for His previous instruction—but before we 

examine these, let me first say a few words about this phrase "these things" 

2. Several times throughout these verses we find the phrase "these things", v1—"These things I have spoken 

to you" v4—"But these things I have told you..." 

3. What exactly does our Savior mean by the phrase "these things"—well, I suggest that He specifically 

refers to 15:18-27... 

4. In this section, our Savior says two things—[a] He forewarns His disciples of the world's fierce hatred 

(vv18-25)... 

5. [b] He promises His disciples the Holy Spirit who would enable or help them to testify of Christ (vv26-

27)... 

6. These are the "things" that He told them previously—but the question I want to answer her is—what was 

His reason... 

7. I suggest there are two related reasons—[1] that they would remember His instruction (v4), and [2] be kept 

from stumbling (v1)... 

8. [1] That they would remember His instruction, v4—"But these things I have told you, that when the time 

comes, you may remember that I told you of them..." 

9. That is, that they would remember all that our Savior said about the world's persecution—that ultimately 

they will be hated because Christ was hated... 

10. Or, the ultimate reason the world hates Christians, is because it hates God—and thus, it hates His Son and 

children...   
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11. [2] That they would be kept from stumbling, v1—"These things I have spoken to you, that you should not 

be made to stumble..."  

12. The word rendered "stumble" in v1, literally means—"to stumble or fall away"—it refers to stumbling so 

as to fall... 

13. The imagery is that of walking or running, and tripping over some obstacle that causes you to stumble and 

fall... 

14. Thus, the issue isn't so much that they would merely stumble, but that they would stumble so as to fall 

away... 

15. That is—fall away from the faith—what our Savior is concerned about is that they would seriously 

stumble... 

16. There are at least two pits into which, severe persecution may cause professing Christians to stumble or 

fall into... 

17. Unbelief—had not our Savior forewarned His disciples of persecution, they would have been tempted to 

unbelief... 

18. Is the gospel true—Is Christ truly the Messiah—Does the Father actually love us—Are we promised 

eternal life... 

19. Despair—had not our Savior promised beforehand the Holy Spirit, the disciples may have despaired of the 

gospel's success... 

20. Thus, our Savior had previously warned His disciples about persecution, that they might remember this, 

and be kept from stumbling...  

21. Obs.1—The Holy Scriptures are realistic—that is, Christianity doesn't attempt to attract followers with 

deceit... 

22. The call to follow Christ includes the call to suffer for His name—Come, take up your cross and follow 

Me...   

23. Our Savior does not attempt to lure people into following Him, by promising them life will be a bed of 

roses... 

24. He warns them on the frontend—Yes, following Me brings with it eternal reward, but also temporary 

suffering... 

25. Yes, you will have an eternal crown—but that crown comes after a cross—temporary suffering precedes 

eternal glory...  

26. Mk.10:29-30—"So Jesus answered and said, Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall 

not receive a hundredfold now in this time – houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 

lands, with persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life..." 

27. There are various professing Christians who misunderstand this passage—they take it to promise earthly 

prosperity... 

28. To become a Christian is to be promised, in this lifetime, a hundredfold of physical possessions and 

riches... 

29. But is this what our Savior meant—NO—He says, to become a true Christian is to leave everything for 

His sake... 

30. That means—nothing is primary to us any longer—we no longer live for houses, cars, land, or family 

members (all earthly things have been dethroned from our hearts)...  

31. Furthermore, not only will we leave all these things, but in many cases, many of these things will also 

leave us... 

32. That is—our friends and family members will leave us—they will think we are extreme and obsessed with 

religion... 

33. In addition to this, for many first century Christians, to follow Christ meant their possessions would be 

taken from them as well (many people literally had to walk away from houses and land)... 

34. But notice what our Savior promises—we will receive now a hundredfold, in that we will gain an entirely 

new family... 

35. We will have hundreds of fathers, mothers, sisters, and brothers, who will share their possessions with 

those in need... 

36. But notice the little phrase—"with persecutions"—you will have a new family (the church), and new 

troubles... 
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37. The Holy Scriptures nowhere hides the struggles and sufferings that await those who become followers of 

Christ... 

38. I think this is in part why so many professing Christians fall away—they fail to understand what awaits 

them... 

39. Yes, forgiveness, reconciliation, acceptance—all of these things will be had from God for the sake of 

Christ... 

40. But—along with these blessings will come the hatred and opposition of a world, that hates God and 

Christ... 

41. Matt.13:20-21—"But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when 

tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles..." 

42. Notice, such a person professes to believe the gospel, and is filled with joy or excitement—they are "on 

fire for God"... 

43. And yet—"when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles (same 

word in Jn.16:1)... 

44. He stumbles or falls away because of the persecution that comes from believing, obeying, and sharing the 

word... 

45. The ultimate reason such people fall away is that they have no root in themselves—they were never in 

Christ... 

46. Their roots never went beyond the surface—for example, tomorrow my wife will begin planting her 

garden... 

47. What if, instead of planting the plants deep into the soil, she simply sat the plants on the surface of the 

soil... 

48. When the first wind or rain came, they would be blow away—Why—because they had no firm root in 

them... 

49. This is why many professing Christians fall away at times of tribulation and persecution—they were never 

truly planted in the soil of God's grace that's found in Christ... 

50. And so our Savior warns every disciple beforehand—"Be sure you rooted in Me, for wind and rain will 

come..." 

51. Obs.2—The Holy Scriptures are trustworthy—that is, everything foretold or promised in Scripture comes 

to pass... 

52. At times, certain things discourage me—for example, the lack of commitment of many professing 

Christians... 

53. The fact that many professing Christians turn back from the truth—the fact that many of them believe 

error... 

54. The fact that so many churches are corrupt—the fact that false teachers appear successful in gathering 

masses... 

55. The fact that true Christians are hated by the world and other professing Christians—the fact they struggle 

so... 

56. These facts, and others, at times can cloud the mind of the best Christian, and beget in him all kinds of 

doubts... 

57. But here is my point—these facts should not cause us to doubt, because the Scripture foretold they would 

happen... 

58. Thus, when we behold these things, let our faith and confidence in God's word be strengthened and not 

weakened...   

59. Obs.3—The Holy Scriptures are soul-preserving—only believing Scripture can keep us from stumbling 

and falling... 

60. And by this I mean all of Scripture—the warnings, commands, exhortations, and promises—all are needed 

to keep us from falling... 

61. This is why our Savior warned His beloved disciples—that they would believe His word and not stumble 

or fall away... 

62. The word enables us to make sense of this world—it reminds us of reality—it keeps us from stumbling or 

falling... 
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63. This can be illustrated by Asaph in Psalm 73—as he observed things around him he almost began to 

stumble... 

64. The wicked were prospering and seemingly had no problems, while the righteous struggled and was 

mistreated... 

65. He was about to thing—his religious was all in vain—until, v17—"I went into the sanctuary of God; then I 

understood their end (the end of the wicked)..." 

66. It was only when He gathered with God's people, and heard the word of God read and expounded, that his 

feet were kept from stumbling...   

67. For there he head there was a day of judgement, where all things will be made right—now they are not 

always right... 

68. Now, it appears that the wicked win, and the righteous lose—but, there is coming a day when this will 

change... 

69. And so, in order for the word to preserve or keep us from stumbling, it must be remembered and it must be 

believed... 

70. V4—"But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of 

them..." 

 

II.  A Warning—vv2-3  

 

1. Having warned His disciples of coming persecution in the more generic sense (15:18-25), He now 

describes this persecution more specifically (vv2-3)... 

2. [1] The nature of persecution—the nature of this persecution is twofold—[a] social (v2a), and [b] physical 

(v2b)... 

3. [a] Social, v2—"They will put you out of the synagogues"—this refers to an excommunication from 

religious and social life... 

4. To be put out of the synagogue meant you were not only banished from organized religion, but all social 

acceptance... 

5. This meant that your family members would shun and reject you—you would be exiled from the Jewish 

community... 

6. To be excommunicated from the synagogue, meant you were removed from all forms of acceptable 

worship... 

7. You were removed from fellowship with God, and from all communion and fellowship with God's 

people...  

8. James Boice—"Excommunication meant separation from the spiritual life of Israel. For the one who was 

excommunicated there would be no worship, no sacrifices, not even the reading of the Scripture—for the 

Bible was not accessible to normal people. The Scripture could be found and heard only in places of 

worship...Moreover, the banning of an individual from the synagogue would have a devastating effect 

upon his social life and his economic wellbeing. Former friends would shun him, considering him worse 

than a pagan. He would be exiled from his family. He would lose his job or else, if he was self employed, 

his customers. He would even be refused the right of honorable burial. So in speaking of excommunication 

from the synagogue Jesus was warning His disciples against a threat with fearsome consequences..."  

9. [b] Physical, v2b—"Yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you"—this refers to physical abuse and 

mistreatment... 

10. The Jewish leadership abused the disciples by arresting them, beating them, and turning them over to the 

Romans (who put them to death)...    

11. [2] The cause of persecution—the cause of persecution is twofold—[a] deception (v2b), and [b] ignorance 

(v3)...  

12. [a] Deception, v2b—"yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God 

service..."  

13. In other words—the Jewish leadership would abuse them in the name of God—in service or worship of 

God... 

14. They believed that they alone were God's people, and anyone who deviated from them, was an enemy of 

God... 
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15. [b] Ignorance, v3—"And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor 

Me..." 

16. In other words—for all of their religious zeal and service, at the end of the day, they did not truly know 

God... 

17. Lesson 1—Religious zeal can be very misguided—most persecution of Christians has come from religious 

people... 

18. For example, through the Reformation, thousands of Christians were killed by Roman Catholics in the 

name of religion...  

19. Furthermore, Islam has killed, and continues to kill, thousands of Christians, all in the name of their 

religion... 

20. I think we would all sadly agree, that history testifies of the possible damage that an unsanctified religious 

zeal can cause...    

21. Lesson 2—Religion often separates family and friend—that is, the Christian path is often a very lonely 

one...  

22. Lk.12:52-53—"For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against 

three. Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law..." 

23. Christians should never be surprised when their religion drives a wedge between them and their family 

members... 

24. Now many times, praise His worthy name, the Lord is pleased to unite families together savingly in 

Christ... 

25. And I don't know of anything more beautiful and wonderful—and yet, this is not always what the Lord 

does...   

26. Oftentimes, the Lord saves a person out from a pagan family, without saving many or any of their family 

members... 

27. As a result, it's true of many Christians that they are, for all practical purposes, excommunicated from the 

family... 

28. Lesson 3—Religion without knowing God results in hatred—that is, it results in hatred for God and His 

truth...  

29. How many professing Christians have you met or personally know, who despise the authority of Holy 

Scripture... 

30. Or perhaps, how many professing Christians have you met or personally know, who despise the holiness, 

justice, and wrath of God... 

31. These are "Christians" who do not know God, and thus, they actually hate God, His people, and they hate 

His truth... 

 

III. A Departure—vv5-7 

 

1. Our Savior makes clear, He is now warning His disciples plainly about persecution, because He was 

leaving them... 

2. [1] His departure was sorrowful, vv5-6—"But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks 

Me, Where are You going? But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart..." 

3. Our Savior has been with His disciples for over 3 years—the thought of Him leaving brought sorrow to 

them... 

4. [2] His departure was beneficial, v7—"Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go 

away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you..." 

5. Here our Savior says that His departure will be beneficial to them—He has to go in order for the Spirit to 

come... 

6. In other words—there was a necessary connection between His crucifixion and exaltation, and the Day of 

Pentecost... 

7. Thus, the question becomes—In what way was the Spirit given at Pentecost, that would be beneficial to 

them...   
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8. Or, perhaps put another way—In what unique and special ways was the Spirit given at the Day of 

Pentecost... 

9. Or, perhaps I can put it in this final way—In what ways was the Spirit given at Pentecost that He was not 

given before...  

10. How would our Savior's ascension to heaven and gift of the Holy Spirit, be beneficial to the disciples (and 

us)...  

11. [a] He would reveal to them a fuller revelation of Christ—He would give them the NC Scriptures that 

more clearer revealed Christ...   

12. [b] He would empower them for a world-wide ministry—the Spirit would be poured out upon ALL 

FLESH... 

13. That means, within the NC, the Spirit would save both Jews and Gentiles—the gospel would be taken to 

the nations...   

14. This is the "greater works" that our Savior earlier promised they would do, by the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit... 

15. [c] He would dwell among every local assembly by the Spirit—while on earth He dwelt among His 12 

disciples... 

16. Thus we learn, though Christ is no longer physically present among His people, His spiritual presence is 

better... 

17. I often hear Christians say—I wish I was alive when Jesus walked the earth—to hear His voice and see His 

face... 

18. But you know what—it's much better for us that our Savior left, for He is now present among us by His 

Spirit... 

19. He has given us a fuller revelation of Himself in the NT Scriptures, and is pouring out His Spirit on all 

flesh... 

20. Yes, our Savior has left us in a bodily and physical sense, and yet, He remains among us spiritually by His 

Spirit... 

21. And He is now among us spiritually in a better and more beneficial way, then when He was physically on 

earth... 

22. Yes, it's true dear Christian—Christ is no longer bodily present among us—He has returned to His Father's 

side... 

23. But we are no worse for it—in fact—we are better off now then when He physically and bodily walked the 

earth... 

24. For He has sent His Spirit among us, who has given us a fuller revelation of Him, empowers us to do 

greater works than He did, and dwells with His scattered people, all over the world... 

25. Matt.18:20—"For where two or three are gathered in My name, I am there in the midst of them"—Christ is 

among us by His Spirit...  


