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I. In the days of thy youth 

Ecc 12:1  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 

thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;  

Ecc 12:2  While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:  
 

Ecc 12:7  Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.  
 

 A. Jesus—about His Father’s business at 12 years old 

Luk 2:42  And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.  

Luk 2:43  And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not of it.  

 

Luk 2:46  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 

hearing them, and asking them questions.  
Luk 2:47  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.  

Luk 2:48  And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 

behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.  

Luk 2:49  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?  
 

 B. Timothy—had known God’s word from a child 

2Ti 3:15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness:  

2Ti 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  
 

Pro 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  
 

 C. Joseph—“How can I sin against God?” 

Gen 37:2  These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old...  
 

Gen 39:7  And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.  

Gen 39:8  But he refused...  

Gen 39:9  ...how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  
Gen 39:10  And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with 

her.  
 

 D. Daniel—“purposed in his heart” 
Dan 1:8  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself ...  
 

Dan 1:17  As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had 

understanding in all visions and dreams.  
 

Dan 1:20  And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than 

all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.  
Dan 1:21  And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.  
 

 E. David—“thou art but a youth” 
1Sa 17:32  And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.  



1Sa 17:33  And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, 

and he a man of war from his youth.  
 

1Sa 17:42  And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of 
a fair countenance.  

1Sa 17:43  And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David 

by his gods.  

1Sa 17:44  And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of 
the field.  

1Sa 17:45  Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come 

to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.  

1Sa 17:46  This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will 
give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all 

the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  

1Sa 17:47  And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and 

he will give you into our hands.  
 

 F. Solomon—“I am but a little child” 

1Ki 3:7  And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: 

I know not how to go out or come in.  
1Ki 3:8  And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor 

counted for multitude.  

1Ki 3:9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for 

who is able to judge this thy so great a people?  
 

 G. Josiah—at 8 years old—at 16 years old—at 20 years old—at 26 years old 

2Ch 34:1  Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign...  

2Ch 34:2  And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways of David his father, and declined 
neither to the right hand, nor to the left.  

2Ch 34:3  For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his father: and 

in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved images, 

and the molten images.  
 

2Ch 34:8  Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land, and the house, he sent...to repair the house 
of the LORD his God.  

 

 H. Ruth—as a young woman, chose to live and die with God’s people 

Rth 1:16  And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:  

Rth 1:17  Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part 

thee and me.  
 

 I. Rebekah—as a young woman, chose to go and live with God’s people  
Gen 24:57  And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth.  

Gen 24:58  And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.  
 

II. Two wayward sons—The ‘full of sin’ repentant son—The ‘full of self’ defiant son 

Luk 15:11  And he said, A certain man had two sons:  

Luk 15:12  And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided 

unto them his living.  
Luk 15:13  And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 

wasted his substance with riotous living.  

Luk 15:14  And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  

Luk 15:15  And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  
Luk 15:16  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  

Luk 15:17  And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and 

I perish with hunger!  

Luk 15:18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  
Luk 15:19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  

Luk 15:20  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, 

and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  

Luk 15:21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son.  

Luk 15:22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 

on his feet:  

Luk 15:23  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  



Luk 15:24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.  

Luk 15:25  Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.  
Luk 15:26  And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.  

Luk 15:27  And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him 

safe and sound.  

Luk 15:28  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.  
Luk 15:29  And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 

commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:  

Luk 15:30  But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted 

calf.  
Luk 15:31  And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  

Luk 15:32  It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, 

and is found.  
 

III. “The Way, the Truth, and the Life”—tells us the truth about the way to live life 

Luk 6:47  Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:  

Luk 6:48  He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, 

the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.  
Luk 6:49  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which 

the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.  
 

IV. Thoughts about the song—”Don’t Stop Believing”—by Journey 
 

A Georgia Primitive Baptist preacher has painted on his car: Don’t Stop Believing— Jn 5:5 

 It was the theme song of the Chicago White Sox when they won the World Series 

  It is the most downloaded song of the 20th century 

   It’s an old song (1981)—still loved by old folks—and much loved by young folks   

 

Just a small town girl 

Livin' in a lonely world 

She took the midnight train goin' anywhere 

Just a city boy 

Born and raised in south Detroit 

He took the midnight train goin' anywhere 
 

The girl and boy can be anybody—going anywhere—(but really going nowhere)  

  Or maybe it’s everybody—at sometime or other—going somewhere—but really nowhere 

   It’s midnight—on a train of loneliness—going who knows where—but who cares 

    Maybe the need is to escape from something—to break free of life 
     Or maybe the need is to find something—to even find life 

      Get me out of this town—out of this city—anywhere but here 

       Give me something—somebody—anything—anybody—anywhere—I’m so empty 

 

A singer in a smoky room 

A smell of wine and cheap perfume 

For a smile they can share the night 

It goes on and on, and on, and on 
 

The two are off their trains—who knows where they are—they probably don’t even know 

 If we conclude that there is romance between the two—we go further than the lyrics go 

  They are in the same place—but not the bedroom—it’s a club—a place to make friends 
   Perhaps there could be friendship—sharing of lives—if either was able to smile 

    Billy Joel: “...sharing a drink they call loneliness, but it’s better than drinking alone" 

     These two don’t even share a drink called loneliness—they just drink all alone 

      It seems that their loneliness is what “goes on and on, and on, and on” 
       Is it just these two? —maybe it’s everywhere—going on and on, and on, and on  

       

[Pre-chorus] 

Strangers waiting 

Up and down the boulevard 

Their shadows searching in the night 

Streetlights, people 

Livin' just to find emotion 

Hidin' somewhere in the night 
 



Indeed, it’s not just the girl and boy—it’s anybody anywhere—everybody everywhere 

 “Strangers waiting”—wishing—wanting—watching—wandering—wondering 
  “Up and down”—here and there—everywhere—lost in the dark that surrounds them 

   Shadows of lives that can’t sleep—shadows in the shadows—searching the lonely night 

    Hovering under lights that give little sight—but it’s better than venturing into the dark 

     “Livin’ just to find emotion”—they have lots of feelings—but nothing worth feeling 
      All are looking for—yearning for—livin’ just to find something worth feeling 

       Livin’ just to find something worth livin’ for 

        Hidin’ from something—maybe from everything—somewhere in the dark night 

         Looking for something—anything—somewhere in the dark night 

 

Working hard to get my fill 

Everybody wants a thrill 

Payin' anything to roll the dice 

Just one more time 

Some will win, some will lose 

Some were born to sing the blues 

Oh, the movie never ends 

It goes on and on, and on, and on 
 

The singer/poet (in the first person) strives—labors hard—struggles to “get my fill” 

 It’s not just the singer/poet—“Everybody wants a thrill”—needs the fill 
  Solomon looked for “my fill” in wisdom—works—wealth—women—wine 

   Simon and Garfunkel proposed that “my fill” could surely be found in “America” 

    G. K. Chesterton said that every child of God has a “God-shaped hole” in his heart 

     “Livin’ just to find emotion”—all of livin’ is focused on this need-to-be-filled feeling 
      “Payin’ anything to roll the dice”—No matter the cost—I’ll gamble it all 

       “Just one more time”—this isn’t my first attempt—just another desperate try 

        “Some will win”—some might finally (possibly) find a fill 

         “Some will lose”—some (maybe most) are perpetual losers 
          They keep catching midnight trains to anywhere—that end up nowhere 

           They are shadows searching—searching—searching in the night 

            Some are born to it—(probably all are)—it’s in our nature—it’s who we are 

             Creatures of sadness—searching for something—coming up empty 
              There is no end—the movie is set on “continuous play”—“auto restart” 

               It will always be this way—“It goes on and on, and on, and on” 
 

Strangers waiting 

Up and down the boulevard 

Their shadows searching in the night 

Streetlights, people 

Living just to find emotion 

Hiding somewhere in the night 
 

[Chorus] 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 

Streetlights, people 
 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on 

Streetlights, people 
 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 

Streetlights, people 
 

Whether going nowhere all alone—or sharing darkess with the crowd—never give up hope 
 Midnight train riders—streetlight people—empty rollers of dice—never give up hope  

  Is believing in self the answer?  No. We are born to sing the blues—we are innately sad 

   Believe in Jesus—Hold to Him—Hold to the feelin’ that comes from believin’ in Him  

    Live by faith—the truth shall make you free—we are saved by hope 
 

V. Sydney, “Don’t Stop Believing” 

1Jn 5:5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?  

 



 Don’t Stop Believing—Journey 
 

Just a small town girl 

Livin' in a lonely world 

She took the midnight train goin' anywhere 

Just a city boy 

Born and raised in south Detroit 

He took the midnight train goin' anywhere 
 

A singer in a smoky room 

A smell of wine and cheap perfume 

For a smile they can share the night 

It goes on and on, and on, and on 
 

[Pre-Chorus] 

Strangers waiting 

Up and down the boulevard 

Their shadows searching in the night 

Streetlights, people 

Livin' just to find emotion 

Hidin' somewhere in the night 
 

Working hard to get my fill 

Everybody wants a thrill 

Payin' anything to roll the dice 

Just one more time 

Some will win, some will lose 

Some were born to sing the blues 

Oh, the movie never ends 

It goes on and on, and on, and on 
 

[Pre-chorus] 

Strangers waiting 

Up and down the boulevard 

Their shadows searching in the night 

Streetlights, people 

Living just to find emotion 

Hiding somewhere in the night 
 

[Chorus] 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 

Streetlights, people 
 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on 

Streetlights, people 
 

Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 

Streetlights, people 
 


