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Matthew 5:21,

21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill 
[that is, thou shalt not commit murder]; and whosoever shall commit 
murder shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But I say unto you, That 
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought [or that is, something] 
against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

And then look with me down to verse 38,

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall 
smite [or that is, to give you a slap, to slap] thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 41 And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain [or two]. 42 Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 
and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even 
the publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others? do not even the publicans [or tax collectors] so? 48 Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
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We have come to a second message on the sixth commandment and we began looking at 
this commandment out of the ten last Sunday and we're continuing it, this will be our last 
one before we move on to the seventh commandment next week.

I'm not having you turn to Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5 but I think we know the sixth 
commandment by heart, don't we? Well, if you need a refresher as far as which one is 
number six, it is, "Thou shalt not kill." Very simply stated and especially in the original 
language, I believe this commandment is just one word in the Hebrew. If you look this 
verse up in the Hebrew Bible, one word. Real straight and direct. "Thou shalt not," 
actually we would rephrase it this way for a little smoother and up-to-date rendering, 
"You must not commit murder." Can we say that together? We did it last week. I was 
moderately impressed with our participation. Not quite yet, let's hold on and wait for cue, 
alright? So I'm going to say it one more time, "You must not commit murder." So we'll 
say it again, "You must not commit murder."

So the commandment is like any coin and the fuller teaching of it throughout Scripture, it 
has two sides. The prohibition, the negative side, is what we see there in the Exodus 20 
passage, "Don't commit murder." There is a positive side to this and we see this 
especially in Jesus' exposition that we just read in Matthew 5. He's saying, "Hey, you've 
heard it's been said that you understand the commandment this way," and then what does 
he say? He says, "But I say to you, there is a lot more to understanding the full breadth of 
what God expects of us as his children." And he goes on to very clearly give us this and 
this gets into an aspect or a particular section of Scripture that is roundly criticized 
throughout the ages, even within the history of the church. The idea about turning the 
other cheek, you can look with me there in verse 39. Somebody hits or slaps you in the 
cheek, you don't seek retaliation, you turn the other cheek to them.

How many of you have ever heard that and heard people say, "It can't mean that"? I have 
many times. Or heard it referred to and actually say, "Well, you know, that's just 
unrealistic. I mean, it's just too high of a teaching or a standard to attain to." And it's this 
ethic of what we do call radical love and forgiveness and I will say, we're going to get 
into this in a little bit, that I think it's much misunderstood, but even properly understood, 
it is often even among believing people actually rejected or something is said like, "Well, 
you can't expect us to believe that that's really what he's telling us to do." I've heard that 
many times as well, but I ask you the question as far as why is it so hard for people to 
accept, it's not the case that people say, "Well, if everybody did that, it would be 
unhealthy for all our relationships." They're not saying that the standard is too low. 
Oftentimes the common sentiment is that it is too high, it's too lofty for us to live up to 
and that is correct, isn't it? It is too hard for us to live up to on our own.

This is what I want to stress as we get into the main part of the message here, is we have 
to see what Jesus said in both sections here about broadening the guilt of violating the 
sixth commandment, and we'll get into that to expound it in just a second. But as well as 
the matter of retaliating to genuine evil done to us or what our attitude should be towards 
a genuine real enemy in our lives. We have enemies. We have people that go on record as 
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opposing us as individuals or even as groups of people or us as Christians or as a nation. 
Enmity is a real part of life in the human experience. There is no doubt about it.

Now, what we have to understand right off the bat is that this ethic is part of a larger 
package, isn't it? It can't just be isolated and focused on right there in Matthew 5 and say, 
"Oh, you can't, God can't expect us to actually live up to that." No, we have to back up 
and understand the rest of the piece and how this is all interconnected to everything else 
that we see and hear in the Gospel and New Testament Christianity.

So having said that, I want to remind us and we sought to really emphasize this a couple 
months back when we began our series on the Ten commandments, and it's the fact that 
our understanding of God's commandments and his expectation for our lives as his people 
and our behavior, it has to be understood, has to be seen as totally relational. Did you 
hear that? That we understand these rather difficult sayings by our Lord, we understand 
that this is part of the teaching of the commandments but these commandments are 
completely relationally oriented on several levels, and it comes down to the fact that we 
understand what God wants for us in light of this radically new relationship with God that 
any genuine believer has come into and that changes everything. Second of all, or you 
could say first of all, this kind of radically changed relationship with God now brings us 
into a new radical understanding of ourselves. We're going to get into this in a second. 
And lastly, this new relationship with God, this new relationship with ourselves as well as 
a radically changed view of ourselves, then as we have come to experience those forms of 
God's grace in our lives, then we can understand with much clearer glasses and vision 
how that this revolutionizes fully our relationship with each other and all of those around 
us.

So having said all of this, I draw your attention to verse 46 and verse 47 that we read. 
What we have to remember is that as real believers we have been brought into a different 
realm. It says, "For if ye love them which love you only," we'll add that word in there, 
that would be helpful, "If you're only going to love them which love you," right? He says, 
"what reward have ye? do not even the tax collectors the same?" And he could have said, 
"Don't even the pagans live like that too?" Verse 47, the same thing, "f you greet your 
brethren only," or your own people only, "what do ye more than others?" And what is the 
point there? If you really belong to God through real life-changing faith in Jesus Christ as 
your one and only Savior, if that has happened to you, you now belong in a different 
realm. You do.

Any Star Trek fans out there? I know there are some, especially off to my left and my 
right. I have to be honest with you, I don't think I was ever qualified as being a full-blown 
Trekkie but I am well aware of this whole warp speed thing and, you know, they're 
zooming through space and something is going on, something, I don't know. You have to 
help me out. Why do they ever have to go to warp speed? I'm sure there's a reason. 
They're under attack. Something is going on and they shift into...can I say it like a New 
Englander? Wahp speed? Zoom, right? So that's a picture. Don't get distracted by the 
picture but the picture is supposed to help us here. It's a glimpse of what Jesus is talking 
about that, yes, these things are attainable if we shift into a different mode of living and 
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it's the grace mode. Not warp mode, but grace mode, and we hope to see and delve into 
more of what that means as we move ahead here.

So first of all, we want to look at verses 21 and 22. The first aspect, the first of the three 
aspects of this radical Father-like love that we're called to, God as our Father. First of all, 
this radically changed attitude that a believer is to have toward himself and we see this in 
verse 21 and I draw your attention to it again. He says, "You have heard that it was said 
by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill," or commit murder, "and whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment." And we'll stop our reading 
there. The first thing that we want to see here, that the change that takes place, this 
radically new way of looking at other people. Last week we really focused on the aspect 
of the way we are to view and treat all human life. We looked at the Genesis 9 passage 
with this. But we're looking now at this God-like, Christ-like love for those around us and 
how God is calling us to this. The first thing about this is that genuine love, the kind of 
love that is pictured here in the very words of our Savior as he's teaching on this, this 
kind of love that we tend to focus so much on what it looks like in deeds and actions, but 
this is a love on the outside that starts with the heart on the inside and I want to go so far 
as to say is that this is a love on the inside that won't look down on anybody. This is what 
Jesus is talking about. 

And I draw your attention here before we go any further, many of you are familiar, even 
aside from our reading today, you're familiar with some of these statements in Matthew 5 
and you kind of know what's coming, right? Do you know what I mean? This is not an 
easy passage to wade through. To put it bluntly, if we're going to take this honestly, there 
will be nobody left unbloodied today and I just want to ask you the question: are you 
ready to understand this word of the Lord honestly? You know, it's like a patient that's on 
the table surgically and the surgeon is going to operate and they've got to do it otherwise 
the person's life won't be spared and it's an awfully wonderful thing that in our day and 
age that such a person is put under, right? But what if they weren't? And what is 
incumbent upon the patient to lie there and let the surgeon cut, and we are exhorted today 
to allow God's word to penetrate and so don't squirm off the table because if you do, we 
all know what can happen, the wound is going to be worse and the operation wont be 
successful. So you and I both need to let the Lord speak and let it cut the way it needs to.

So the first thing he says here, he says, "You have heard that it was said," verse 21, right? 
He says, "You have heard that it was said by them of old time." What is he referring to 
there? He is not quoting Scripture here, or he's not referring to an understanding of Old 
Testament Scripture in the Mosaic law. He is not. If he was, it would have been worded 
differently and help me out here, what would it have said? It would have said, "It was 
written." He doesn't say that. He says, "You have heard that it was said," the focus here is 
on what teachers and rabbis had taught about this commandment. It was their 
interpretation of the law and what was it? Verse 21 says, "You have heard it taught that 
as long as you avoid the physical act of committing murder, then you'll be spared of the 
judgment." And Jesus says, "That wasn't right." And what he says when he says in verse 
22, "But I say unto you," and this is a pattern that he is starting here and it continues 
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throughout the rest of chapter 5 on the Sermon on the Mount here, and what he's saying 
here when he says, "But I say unto you," he says, "Now I'm giving you the full reach of 
God's law; the full import and impact of this." And what is it? He says in verse 22, he 
says, "I say to you that whoever is angry with your brother." How can you hear that 
without cringing? You know, my facial expression, I don't see too many...we don't want 
to turn into a face scrunching contest, right? And it's okay, but what does that do to you 
and me? 

He says, "But I say to you, whoever is angry." Well, let's get real specific as far as what 
he's talking about here. The word "angry" is not necessarily a word for like this flash of a 
temper or this rage that somebody goes into. It's a very specific word that refers to like a 
slow burn or the process in response to a wound, the swelling up. And it's this process 
type picture and it's the idea of somebody, not necessarily out loud, but somebody 
expressing or experiencing dislike and, again, it's the dynamic of this process. If 
somebody does something that you don't like or let's get very realistic, somebody looks in 
a way that you don't care for and it begins with like a dislike and that can morph into a 
distaste or a resentment and before you know it, as we're honest with ourselves, it can 
evolve into full-blown bitterness. You can't think of that person without negative feelings 
and that's what's being referred to here. That's the first stage or first part of this. 

He says next, he says, the middle part of verse 22, he says, "and whosoever shall say to 
his brother, Raca," Raca is a transliteration of the Aramaic that's found in the original 
version here. He says, "whoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council." Raca is a word and it's been rendered lots of somewhat different ways. 
Everybody has it down to something derogatory. It's a name that somebody expressing 
displeasure toward a brother, a relative, a neighbor, whoever, and this manner of 
expressing displeasure is something like empty-head or block-head or some of the older 
commentaries say it's calling somebody a simpleton. One pastor rendered it as basically 
saying to somebody, "Eh, you're a nobody." Not necessarily, this full-blown idea of rage 
and anger but it's this somebody, they just haven't earned your approval and they say 
something to you and you're like, "Oh, puhleeze." It's this matter of dismissing somebody 
or the response like, "Oh brother, I can't believe they said that." Or, "I can't believe they 
wore that shirt with that pair of shorts," or whatever. 

You're like, "Well, that doesn't sound...all that sounds rather benign." But this is the 
point: it is this arrogant contempt for somebody to say either verbally or in their heart, 
they're saying, "Really? You expect me to take you seriously?" And it's the attitude that a 
lot of people have towards casual acquaintances, people that you work with or people that 
we worship together here at church and it's this attitude that fuels, "No, I don't think 
they're worthy of my greeting or of my time." Really?

Now, there's another level here, isn't there? And this is actually all three examples that 
Jesus gives here, they work together to be repetitive but there is a progression here as 
well and they're repetitive in that every example is worthy of what? Help me out. Every 
example is worthy of what? Every example is the equivalent of violating the very sixth 
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commandment not to commit murder and every violation that is cited here is worthy of 
God's full judgment. 

The last one, he says, "whoever shall say, You fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." And I 
think we can relate to the meaning of this probably much more immediately, it is this 
matter of calling anybody a fool and in any culture and any language, that is a serious 
insult. The word, the Greek, I don't know if people use it a lot these days but when I was 
growing up, they would actually, people would use the Greek word. What is it? Many of 
you know it. Moron. Now, we all know it can be used somewhat in jest but more often 
than not, if not entirely, it is used as an ultimate put-down. "You moron, you did what?"

So the point that we want to try to uncover in all three is what? What is the sin that our 
Savior is seeking to diagnose here? And I think oftentimes we would make somewhat of 
a mistake by saying, "Well, it's anger or rage." But that's not the bottom line identification 
of this. It's what? That's right, absolutely. We can use another word: the sin of scorn; 
looking down upon people for whatever reason. And that is the underlying problem, 
standing up above people. And this scornful attitude and this is what leads and I want us 
all to hang together on this, Jesus is saying that this is what leads to murder. And do you 
agree with that? 

It's clearly what our Savior is saying and we need to remember that the positive side of 
the coin here that our Lord is exhorting us with, the commandment, is that we are called 
to have what toward one another? Even the people we don't know very well. Even the 
people we don't like very well. We are called to have love and I want to ask you or 
remind you what the definition of love is. For you to love somebody that's in your family 
or lives in the apartment underneath you or down the street from you or that difficult-to-
get-along-with in-law, whoever they may be for you to show real love to them is what? 
And it's real plain and it's very simple: seeing others' needs as more important than yours. 
Recognizing they have a need and in order for you to do something about it, you'd have 
to put your immediate need in that moment aside and that you be willing to do it.

Go with me now to 1 Corinthians 13 and this idea that love towards people and at the 
same time pride. Now, you know in your heart that you're better than them is completely 
incongruent. They don't go together. You can't love somebody with that kind of pride 
lodged in your heart and the Scripture tells us this plainly. 1 Corinthians 13:4 says, 
"Charity," or love, love in the heart of a person, "suffers long and is kind; love envies 
not." It says, "love vaunteth not itself," that is, love does not boast, go around claiming 
that they're better than other people. And it says this, "love is not puffed up," or rather 
what? Love is not proud. Love cannot be proud and you're like, "I think I knew that." Do 
we? Can you really love your spouse if you know in your heart that they don't deserve 
you? I'm not trying to put anybody on the spot. The resounding answer is no. You can't.

So this leads us to the conclusion of what Jesus is making in Matthew 5 is that what is the 
difference between a murderer and just a run-of-the-mill, everyday hateful person and I 
think we all know what we're supposed to answer here, but what is your real, deep down, 
heartfelt answer to that? What is the difference? Jesus is telling us and we've got to latch 
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hold of this, that there is no difference and my question is to us is whether we truly agree 
with that. 

The illustration of this, you take an acorn and we all know, biology, where is my biology 
student? She's up here near the front. Other biology students probably here. Everything to 
make a full-blown oak tree, have I got that right? Is in that little acorn. It is, right? And 
it's that way with the seeds of hatred inside a single human heart. Now, you and I, I think 
for most of us, we haven't ever done it, that is, committed the act of murder. Thank the 
Lord for that. And there is a difference as far as the consequences and the justice that 
needs to be served. But what Jesus is talking about is the violation of the commandment 
and the sin inside the heart against God is the same. The ingredients for that full-blown 
oak tree is inside that little acorn and the ingredients, the seed thoughts and sentiments for 
murder are inside each and every one of us.

Now, I've got to be honest with you: I feel like I'm on the verge of making too much of 
this because probably because there is a certain part of me that is somewhat resistant to 
acknowledging this. So what our Savior is saying is that the difference, and there is a 
difference. Don't go out of here today quoting me to say, "Well, Pastor Eric said that if 
you hate somebody, it's the same as murder so, hey, may as well let my feelings be 
known and go and do it." Well, no, don't do that. You'll get yourself in a world of hurt for 
sure, but the difference is quantitative, not qualitative. It isn't and this leads us to very 
important tests about what our attitude is about ourselves and about our own sin and it's 
this: the average unbeliever hears this kind of teaching, hears the Ten Commandments 
cited and they'll say what? You and I both know this, right? They'll say what? "Well, hey, 
I'm a good person. I have never done that. I've never killed anybody and I haven't done 
most of the others either." And they'll say something like, "You know, I've never killed 
anybody." And what does the Christian say, you and I, as we hear Jesus' full explanation 
of this? What do we say? Do we say, "Well, at least I haven't done the big one"? No, a 
sign of genuine born again faith is that we hear this and we say, "Yeah, you're right. I can 
see my blatant self-centeredness, and I can see how easily I look down on anybody, 
especially somebody that will disagree with me." Imagine for them to have the audacity 
to disagree with you or me? I mean, we know all the answers to everything, right? If they 
don't agree with us, there is a price for them to be paid. 

No, for us to recognize and this is a huge test of our spiritual condition that we have 
experienced conviction of sin; that we have come to this point and we still say it before 
God. No matter how long we have professed to know Christ, we actually still say, "I am 
in serious need before a holy God. I don't even come close to loving that way and I see 
how I violate God's very clear commandment to love my neighbor. I am a sinner."

Now, I want to underscore the point here before we go further: if you're here today and 
you can't accept this and what's the "this"? That the bottom line is there is no difference 
between our guilt and a murderer sitting on death row in Texas and you and I that have 
harbored for any period of time hate, displeasure and pride toward any person. And there 
is a difference, as I've said already, but the difference is marginal. The difference as far as 
the human heart is concerned is a difference in shape and size maybe, but not in condition 
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or quality. Oh, think with me if you're walking outside these days, we've had some good 
weather for that, and you come upon an anthill and they're all there going every which 
way. Actually, they usually have a method right behind their madness, we're told. But if 
you look down there and you're like, "They're just ants." Well, the truth is for biology 
teachers and students, and with a magnifying glass, if you get right down there, there 
actually is a difference. You know, you've got the big ants and you've got the...oh, what 
do they call the leader ants? Is it the queen? Wow, all you guys flunk biology. I can't 
believe it. You've got the leader ants, I'm sure there's a much better term for it. Well, 
there are different breeds of ants, right? But anyway, there is a difference among them 
but from our vantage point they're just all ants and from God's vantage point, you and I, 
there is not a categorical difference between somebody that commits murder and 
somebody who harbors what he calls murderous sentiment and attitudes and feelings in 
our hearts. What we've got to recognize is that the seeds of the worst sin that there is are 
within all of us.

Now, I do believe, I feel like I'm making a huge point to this today but it's for good 
reason. Do you see that? Do you see that in your own self? And unless you do see it, 
you're not on the right path. You're either not a believer and rightly related to him 
because you've never come to grips with the magnitude of sin that needed a sacrificing 
atoning Savior to die for you, or as a believer you have lost sight of the heinousness of 
your hatred of your sin.

So the last thing I want to draw our attention to and this leads us, secondly, to this matter 
of a radically changed relationship to others. The result of a new relationship with God is 
a radically different attitude towards ourselves and what is that? All that to say, we 
missed the point, right? What is that new changed attitude is that we don't see ourselves 
any longer as rightfully to be placed above other people. We're not. God sees us as all the 
same. No matter what you have done outwardly, God sees you the very same as 
somebody in state or federal prison. The Bible does not say or mean anything if it doesn't 
mean that.

At the same time, a radically changed attitude towards ourselves leads to a radically 
changed relationship to others. So what this leads us to now is verse 38 and there is some 
vital explanation that's needed here with understanding the verses accurately. And what 
our Savior does, is he draws us or he gives us a case study and he says this, verse 38, he 
says, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But 
I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also." Now, what is going on here? These are verses that have been 
greatly misunderstood and certainly needed to have clarification about what this really 
means. Oftentimes these verses are taken and they are understood by people actually 
saying, "Oh, what Jesus is saying that we should just always let people walk all over us." 
Have you heard these verses explained this way? Or, "He's actually teaching that we are 
not to oppose injustice." Now, what say ye to those interpretations? I hope you press the 
big, red, loud buzzer to both of them. That is not what Jesus is saying here. He's not 
saying that you never defend yourself; that you always let people mistreat you and abuse 
you and however they're inclined to; or that we're not to oppose injustice. What this is 
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saying is what? That when we are treated wrongly or disrespectfully or people do 
mistreat us, that the way that we are to respond is radically different now. It is as children 
of our heavenly Father.

So a couple of real quick references throughout the New Testament here. Paul is an 
example of this. Paul in the book of Acts at least a couple of times, he is treated unjustly 
by the governments: once in Philippi and later on in Jerusalem, in Caesarea. And what 
does Paul do? Paul just doesn't lie down and say, "Okay, well, you know, whatever you 
choose to do. I am a meek lamb, a follower of Christ. You just do it." No, he doesn't do 
that. He actually voices a protest and says, "No, no, no, no. What you're doing is against 
the law." In fact, he says this in Philippi, "You have unjustly and wrongfully imprisoned 
a Roman citizen." And they're like, "Well, tell the guy to go away quietly." And Paul 
sends a messenger back to the governor or whoever to say, "No, you tell him to get down 
here himself and release me." So, no, that wasn't Paul's attitude. It wasn't Jesus' attitude. 
In John 18, he is held wrongfully on trial before Caiaphas, the high priest, and Jesus says 
something the high priest doesn't like and then the courtroom official slaps him, strikes 
him on the cheek. What does Jesus say? It's not that Jesus didn't respond at all. No, he 
said, "Wait a minute, what you're doing is wrong. It's wrong for you to smite me like this 
in this courtroom." And he calls them down on it and it's very clear that way.

No, what is Jesus saying in John 5:38? The eye for an eye, and this is something that 
actually came up in some discussion among a few of us last week in response to last 
Sunday morning's message. Jesus said in verse 38, he says, "You have heard," again, he's 
referring to the teaching of the Old Testament law. He says, "You have heard that the 
guiding principle for what to do when somebody wrongs you is an eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth." Was that correct? Does it say "eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth" 
anywhere in the Old Testament? And the answer is yes. Exodus 21:24, you can look it up 
later. It is stated but when it's found there, it is given as the legal standard for judging 
lawsuits. It was a preventive. It was there, really it was actually by comparison with other 
ancient world law codes, it was much more merciful and it was given in order to limit 
personal revenge. It is given in that place in the law basically if somebody, a neighbor 
kills a neighbor's cow, ancient world culture is that the neighbor that was wronged would 
do what? They would go over there and burn the whole farm down and that was just the 
way it was done. And the Old Testament law was just and merciful at the same time and 
that's what this actually applied to. It was being misapplied by the Jewish teachers and 
rabbis and what Christ is saying here, he's saying, "No. That's not the law for 
relationships." It isn't and let's make sure we grasp that today. That is not the guiding 
principle for real believers in Christ and followers of the Gospel. 

Let's make sure we understand what is being referred to in verse 39. He says, "I say to 
you, don't resist evil." He says, "whoever smites thee on thy right cheek." Now 
everybody, let's make sure we hear this loud and clear before we're dismissed to 
fellowship with one another and show our love for one another before we go home. He 
says, "If anybody smites you," or rather what is it? "If anybody slaps you on the right 
cheek." Now, what kind of action is that? What Jesus is referring to is not a full on 
assault. If you tap or slap somebody on the cheek, you're not trying to beat them up but 
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what are you trying to do? It's an expression of insult or really ultimate disrespect and 
that's what Jesus is referring to here, a slap on the cheek, a grave insult. And what Jesus is 
telling us is that when we're insulted, what are we to do or not to? It is the manifestation 
of that love that has come down out of God's free grace to us through Christ and now it is 
part of us and it has to come out not just toward the people we like and we get along with 
but the people that even have an agenda to put us down. 

Do you know anybody like that? Really, do you? Do you work with anybody like that? 
Well, most of us still do or at least we encounter this kind of thing from time to time and 
Jesus is telling us that when that happens, we have to be just. We shouldn't keep putting 
ourselves in a place where we just invite them hurting us but at the same time, we are not 
all about trying to save face. "Oh, you did that to me? Well, blah, blah, blah. You just be 
on your guard. Don't turn your back around me. You'd better look out." That in the words 
of our Savior is what the tax collectors do, right? Our Lord is telling us that when 
somebody does insult us and it does happen, that we don't respond with, "Hey, do you 
know who I am?" An example we cited with Paul, he didn't do that at all and our Savior 
didn't do that. But what is to be said is something like this, "Hey, you've done wrong and 
I want to respectfully suggest that it needs to be made right and justice needs to be done." 

And what we see on down here in verses 40 and following, he says, "if any man will sue 
thee," this really is the same idea with a different example, "if any man will sue thee at 
the law, and take away thy coat," this is Matthew 5:40, "let him have thy cloke also. And 
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away." What is Jesus clearly 
telling us is that we are not to retaliate. We are not to think that we have to do something 
to reinstate our honor with that person. Do you know what I'm getting at? Do you follow 
me? That what we're talking about is much of the time more of an emotional type hurt 
that we don't say in response, "Well, you're going to get yours." What Jesus is telling us 
is that we give them a chance to get it right. That's what he says when he says, "Turn 
them the right cheek." Right? Is he saying that when you get robbed and they take your 
wallet and you say, "Well, you missed this one over here. Go ahead and have it." Is that 
what Jesus is telling us? No. But what is he saying? Let's not say, "Well, that's not what 
he's saying," and then not have any idea what he really does mean. What is he saying? It 
means that even when people hurt us, we don't categorically shut the door on the 
relationship. We don't say, "I've had enough of you hurting me or messing with me and 
that does it." Jesus is telling us that is not how our heavenly Father treats us and that is 
not how we are to react to those who wrong us. The typical non-Christian response is, 
"Well, never again. You know, I won't ever give you a chance to do that to me again." 
And then close the door on the relationship. The bottom line and the point I want to leave 
with is today is that we do belong to God through this radically new relationship with 
him. 

We see in verse 48, look there with me and make sure we don't miss it. He says, "Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." We now have this 
relationship with God now as our Father and because we do, we have his free 
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unconditional love in our hearts and we can actually treat people just as God does and the 
way he has unconditionally loved and forgiven us.

Let's all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for the clarity and the consistency of your Gospel love to us. 
Father, we ask today that we have heard and understood and most of all taken truly to 
heart what your love means to us and, Lord, what it is to mean in our hearts toward 
those around us, even towards those that hurt us and our enemies. Father, may we be 
humble before you and, Lord, the parts of us that would resist accepting this, Lord, may 
we be humble and open to want you to change us. And Lord, we ask that by the covenant 
of grace through your own beloved and precious Son, that you would change us. We pray  
it in Jesus' name. Amen.
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