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Introduction  

1. We close the book of Colossians with two messages.   

a. Today we consider Paul’s final words consisting of greetings and final instructions.  

b. Next week we will summarize the teaching of the letter with a brief review of the doctrines and 
teachings in Colossians. 

2. There is a great deal to learn from these “greetings” that we may apply to our own lives and work.  

a. We see how the work of the ministry takes more than a “called” man. Paul could not have fulfilled his 
ministry without the help of many others.  

b. We also understand how nothing is perfect in gospel work and how we need to encourage and 
support one another in all circumstances. 

3. We looked at Tychicus, the courier for the letter and the companion to Onesimus, the runaway slave 
now saved and being restored to his master. 

The names that remain form 3 groups of three each: (1) Jewish co-workers sending greetings; (2) 
Gentile co-workers sending greetings; (3) Individuals receiving greetings and final instructions from 
Paul  

I. Men of the Circumcision  

1. Who they were  

a. Aristarchus (“the best ruler”; v. 10)  

1) From Thessalonica in Macedonia (Acts 27:2) 

2) A travelling companion (Acts 19:29; 20:4)  

3) A fellow worker (Phile. 24)  

4) A fellow prisoner (see also Phile. 23). Some take this in the literal sense. Others see it as figurative. 

b. Mark or John Mark, author of the Gospel (v. 10)  

1) From the city of Jerusalem 

2) His mother was Mary (Acts 12:12), and he was a cousin to Barnabas of Cyprus (Acts 4:36). 

3) Rejected by Paul from the second missionary journey because of his desertion at Pamphylia (Acts 
13:13; 15:38), Mark redeemed himself as seen in the instructions to receive him (see also 2 Tim. 
4:11).   

c. Jesus (Yeshua) surnamed Justus (Latin: righteous; Greek, Diakois; Hebrew, Zadok; v. 11)  

1) A very common name in both Jewish and Greek worlds (Acts 1:23; 18:7)  

2) He was obviously known to the Colossian believers. 

3) Other than this mention, we know nothing about him.   

2. What characterizes them  

a. They were the only Jews (“of the circumcision” either born or proselytes) still assisting Paul. He was 
constantly plagued by Jewish opposition, even among believers.  

b. They were fellow workers (sunergos) for the Kingdom of God. Paul regarded the kingdom as a present 
unseen spiritual reality—inaugurated but not as yet consummated (Acts 14:22; 19:8; 28:23, 31; Rom. 
14:17; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10). 

c. They were “relievers.”  

1) The Greek word, parēgoria, means “to relieve” or “to console” (from an old word meaning “to 
harangue a crowd”). Used only here in the NT  



2) It is a medical term from which we get our word paregoric (that which mitigates pain). 

3) Paul suggests that these men took a great deal of stress and pain out of his gospel labors.  

II. Gentile Co-Laborers  

1. Who they were 

a. Epaphras  

1) Came from the church at Colossae (“one of you,” see 1:7) 

2) A slave (doulos) of Christ Jesus—Epaphras probably founded the church in Colossae and served as 
its leading elder.  

3) Paul’s reference in Philemon (v. 23) suggests that Epaphras was also a prisoner for the gospel.  

b. “Luke the beloved physician,” author of his Gospel and Acts (and maybe Hebrews) 

1) Luke joined Paul in Troas and sailed with him to Macedonia (Acts 16:11). He stayed with Paul until 
his death (2 Tim. 4:11). 

2) He was a Gentile because he is not included with those “of the circumcision.” 

3) Only here do we learn that he was a physician, although his writings are filled with medical terms. 

4) Traditional speculations about Luke fill volumes. 

c. Demas  

1) A Gentile fellow-laborer (Phile. 24)  

2) Demas’ career, however, did not end well. Although he stayed with Paul during his first 
imprisonment, Paul writes in his last letter, “For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and 
gone to Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:10).  

2. What characterized Epaphras  

a. He continuously wrestled (agonized) in prayer for the church in Colossae. 

1) That the believers be perfect (teleois), apprehending that for which they were apprehended (Phil. 
3:12-15) 

2) That the believers be fully assured in all the will of God 

b. Epaphras worked hard (used only here and Rev. 16:10, 11, meaning “the point of pain and 
distress”) for the believers at Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis.  

III. Those Greeted by Paul  

1. Final greetings 

a. The church at Laodicea 

b. Nympha or Nymphas—some MSS read “his,” some read “her” and some read “their”—a wealthy 
believer who hosted a house church. It was not until the third century that churches began to use 
separate buildings for worship. 

c. Archippus, son of Philemon and elder in the church in Philemon’s house 

2. Final Instructions  

a. To the Laodiceans: Read and exchange letters with Colossae  

b. To Archippus: “See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.”  

In light of this passage, we need to ask— 

1. If Paul were to write a closing that included you, what would he say about you, your relationship to 
Christ, and your work in the furtherance of His kingdom? 

2. Would readers rejoice at your service for the King (as with Epaphras) or mourn over your failures (as 
with Demas)? 


