
The New Covenant in Christ: A Survey of the New Testament

Course NT1: Mount Zion Bible Institute

Study Questions: Lesson 1

1. In the Fullness of Time
First please read chapter 1 in the text.

RESPONSE
Prophesy fulfilled
1. What is the Septuagint?

The Macedonian Empire; Palestine under the Ptolemies
2. What two things did Alexander the Great leave behind when he died?

The Maccabees
3. What is noteworthy about the Maccabee family?

Roman Rulers in New Testament Times
4. Under whose reign was Jesus born? What were some of his accomplishments?

The Consolidation of Control
5. What were the benefits of the Roman “provincial system?”

The Providential Provision of God
6. Describe some aspects of the “providential provision of God” in preparing the way for the

Gospel through Greek and Roman influence.

REFLECTION
7. a. Name the three major empires which influenced the Middle East up to the first century.

b. Which one do you think contributed the most to the spread of Christianity?

2. The Conception of Christianity
First please read chapter 2 in the text.

RESPONSE
8. Identify the following:

a. Torah
b. Targum
c. Talmud
d. Synagogue
e. Pharisees
f. Sadducees
g. Scribes
h. Zealots.

9. From the “Books of the New Testament” chart (page 26), list the five major groupings of the
New Testament books.



Chapter 1 - In the Fullness of Time
1. The Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament Scriptures, translated in about

250 BC. [Seventy scholars did it, therefore abbreviated to LXX when written
(Greek: Septuagint means ‘70’).]

2. 1) A world in which he had disseminated Greek language, culture, and philosophy.
2) A fragmented empire [that brought civil war and regional contention].

3. A Jewish family was able to lead a successful revolt against the Syrian Ptolemies,
restore Temple worship, establish peace, and consolidate power into their own
political dynasty.

4. 1) Jesus was born in the reign of Augustus Caesar (27 BC-AD 14) according to
Luke 2:1. 2) His accomplishments included ending civil war after the
assassination of Julius Caesar, bringing many needed reforms, saving
resources, encouraging morality, and fortifying the defense of the empire’s
frontiers.

5. It allowed Rome to accomplish an outward expansion, bringing Roman authority,
government, culture, and peace.

6. 1) The Greek ‘trade’ language became common throughout the Roman Empire,
later enabling clear and rapid communication of the gospel. 2) The peace of
Rome allowed the gospel to be proclaimed freely. And, people could travel all
over the Mediterranean world freely.

7. REFLECTION Note: There are no given answers for Reflection or Making It
Personal questions. These are designed to encourage your own thought and
personal application to your heart and life. We suggest to review them with
your pastor or a mature, biblical Christian.



Chapter 2 - The Conception of Christianity
8. a. Torah - Literally, law. A title for the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old

Testament.
b. Targum - A collection of the translations of Hebrew Old Testament books into

the Aramaic language.
c. Talmud - A Hebrew civil and canonical interpretation of the Scriptures.
d. Synagogue - [Greek, a gathering, assembly.] was first established in the homes

of the exiles of Babylon as Jewish centers for meeting, study, and social life.
Ten males in a community were needed for a synagogue to be established.

e. Pharisees - wanted to keep the Law perfectly.
f. Sadducees - the liberals of their day. They were worldly-minded priests who

observed the letter of the Law, but denied essential truths such as the
resurrection and future retribution.

g. Scribes - Their primary job was to copy the Holy Scriptures. They became
teachers of the Law because of their long hours of experience in copying the
Law.

h. Zealots - Radical Jews who would kill Romans at random, hoping to gain
freedom through rebellion.

9. 1) The Gospels, 2) Acts (as history), 3) the Pauline Epistles, 4) the General
Epistles, and 5) The Revelation (as prophecy).
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