
Uncompromising Non-Cooperation, Part 2 
Daniel 3 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Today our Old Testament journey brings us to one the great Old Testament miracle 

stories.  It took place during a very dark time in Israel’s history.  A time when many Jews were struggling to 

keep their hope and faith alive.  At the time that this story was written and read, the majority of Jewish people 

from the tribe of Judah were in Babylonian captivity.  They were exiles in a foreign land.  Their nation no 

longer existed.   

 

It had been about 20 years after the first wave of Jews had been exiled by King Nebuchadnezzar when this 

miracle took place, and as many as 40-60 years later when the story was written down by Daniel for the 

encouragement of the exiles to keep their hope alive and their trust in God’s faithfulness. 

 

Perhaps today finds you in need of a reminder that God is faithful, and that adverse circumstances are no reason 

to lose hope or to allow your faith to wane. 

 

God’s greatest miracles always seem to come later than we wish and sometimes after those who have prayed for 

them and longed to see them have moved on from this world into eternity.  But they do come. 

 

Turn in your bibles to the book of Daniel.  We’ll be reading Chapter 3 this morning. 

 

But before we do let me set the stage: 

 

1. The Northern kingdom of Israel had fallen to Assyria and underwent an exile in 722 BC. 

2. The Southern kingdom of Israel, then known as the kingdom of Judah, had fallen to Babylon in 605 BC, 

and as mentioned, most of the inhabitants had been exiled. 

3. The reason for God judging His people in this way was incessant unrelenting idolatry and worship of the 

gods of the lands that surrounded them.   

4. There were among the Judeans a faithful remnant who had not rebelled against God.  They were faithful 

worshippers.  We were introduced to examples of such a remnant a few weeks back - Daniel and his 

three friends. But these and the rest of the faithful remnant were nonetheless caught up in God’s 

judgment of the nation as a whole. 

5. We must also keep in mind that the prophet Jeremiah had prophesied that this national judgment would 

not be permanent.  It would last 70 years.  If Daniel is the author of this book, then it was written within 

the 70 year time period but probably during the last third. 

 

Now as I read this story, I’d like you to imagine yourself not as those who stood by and watched the miracle; 

but rather as those who were hearing about this event many years later while they were waiting for the 70 year 

captivity to come to a close.  So you are a group of Jewish people raising your families in a place where you are 

immersed in godless culture.  Your children know nothing of the land of Israel, and you may not either.  Your 

parents do, if they are still alive. 

 

It’s hard to keep your faith in God alive.  It’s hard to instruct your children about God and living for Him.   

 

Now listen carefully as I read Daniel 3. I’m going to read an edited version to shorten the length. 

 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height of which was sixty cubits … 2 Then (He) sent 

word to assemble (people of various key positions) all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedication 

of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. .. 3 They all came and stood before the image …4 

Then the herald loudly proclaimed: “To you the command is given, O peoples, nations and men of every 

language, 5 that at the moment you hear the sound of … all kinds of music, you are to fall down and 



worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up. 6 “But whoever does not fall down and 

worship shall immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire.”  

 

7 (When the music sounded) … all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the 

golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  

 

8  For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and brought charges against the Jews.  

9  They responded and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king: “O king, live forever! 10 “You, O king, have made a 

decree that every man who hears the sound of …all kinds of music, is to fall down and worship the golden 

image. 11 “But whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing 

fire.  

 

12 “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the province of Babylon, 

namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not serve 

your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.” 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger 

gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king. 14 

Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not 

serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 “Now if you are ready, at the moment you 

hear the sound of the … music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well. But if you 

do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is 

there who can deliver you out of my hands?”  

 

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an 

answer concerning this matter. 17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace 

of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 “But even if He does not, let it be known 

to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”  

 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it was 

usually heated. 20 He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire.  

 

21 Then these men were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and were cast 

into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 22 For this reason, because the king’s command was urgent and 

the furnace had been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abed-nego. 23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of 

the furnace of blazing fire still tied up.  

 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, “Was it not 

three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” 25 He 

said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the 

appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!”  

 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. 27 The satraps, the prefects, the 

governors and the king’s high officials gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no 

effect on the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor 

had the smell of fire even come upon them.  

 

28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has 

sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and 



yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 “Therefore I make 

a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch 

as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.”  

 

30 Then the king caused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper in the province of Babylon. 1 

 

This short series of messages focusing on the period of the exile is about living for God where you don’t 

belong.  In other words, living for God in conditions that are adverse rather than encouraging.  Last week in the 

story of Daniel and the lions’ den we saw how Daniel’s faith was tested when he was forced to choose whether 

or not to obey a law requiring all prayers be directed to the king rather than God.  Daniel trusted God and God 

delivered him.  And this story is no different.   

 

To the Jews who read about it later, it was no doubt a powerful challenge and reminder to be faithful, 

monotheistic worshipers of the Lord their God even though they were in a foreign land. 

 

Can you identify at all with the difficulty of being faithful and true to God while waiting for God to intervene 

and alleviate you of adversity?   

 

Well, this story has many sermons in it.  But this sermon is about God’s reminders to His people amid adverse 

conditions to trust Him and to serve Him right where they are. 

 

Reminder #1: Adverse conditions do not mean I have abandoned you. 

 

In the case with the Jewish exiles, God was exercising discipline of His people.  But discipline is an act of love, 

not one of abandonment.  Judah was the tribe from which He had said He would bring the Messiah.  It had to 

have looked and felt like King Nebuchadnezzar could never be overthrown.  He had amassed so much power 

and wealth and dominance that it seemed nothing was more powerful than him. 

 

At least that is what he thought.  But it is probably the way it looked and felt to all his subjects.  But God’s 

intervention with these three men sent a very different message.  God stood between them and the most 

powerful man in world.   

 

God allowed these men to pass through the fiery furnace without being burned.  This was no bed of coals.  This 

was a furnace so hot that if you came too close the heat was deadly. 

 

There was only one explanation for these men surviving and leaving the furnace without even a hair singed.  

Their God was present with them in the fire.  And if God delivered these men then He has not abandoned His 

people.  He is still our God.  Those who worship Him alone are still His people.  God has not abandoned us just 

because we are here in Babylon. 

 

Brothers and sisters, you and I go through various forms of adversity.  Sometimes that adversity is God’s 

discipline.  Sometimes it’s something else.  But difficult, ongoing circumstances that have not, and are not, and 

may not, ever change is no indication that God does not exist, is not in control, or that He has abandoned you. 

 

We have an ever-faithful God.  God’s people were never to evaluate God’s faithfulness from the perspective of 

limited present circumstances.  We are to learn from the past and apply those learnings to the present. 

 

                                                           
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Da 3:1–30). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 



After 400 years God delivered His people from Egypt.  He was faithful to bring them into the Promiseland.  He 

was faithful to drive out the inhabitants of the land.  He was faithful to raise up from Abraham’s seed a nation 

numerous and powerful.  He was faithful to preserve the kingdom of Judah and bring forth a ruler from a virgin 

woman. He was faithful to provide redemption through a once for all and eternal sacrifice. 

 

And He has been faithful to establish a kingdom upon this earth which cannot be stamped out or controlled by 

any human or demonic ruler.  We are citizens of that kingdom and every generation of God’s people have 

endured one kind of adversity or another and He has never abandoned them.  He has never forsook His people.  

And our cancers, and our grief’s, and our sicknesses and our divorces and broken families, and our hurricanes 

and tornados and floods that are so devastating…. None of that changes God’s faithfulness to us.   

 

None of that knocks God off His thrown or is any kind of indication that God has left His worshippers alone in 

this world without Him.   

 

Here's another reminder that I think God was sending to those exiles and to anybody undergoing any kind of 

adversity. 

 

Reminder #2: Adverse conditions are how I test your faith and loyalty to Me. 

 

Can you imagine standing before King Nebuchadnezzar’s face with such an ultimatum? This was a test 

specifically levied against people of the Jewish faith.  The rest of the people who assembled before that image 

were polytheistic, so worshipping yet another god was not problem to them.  It was not a threat to their value 

system or the belief system. 

 

The people of those pagan nations who were under the king’s thumb believed that the gods were territorial.  

And their worthiness for worship was proven through one kingdom dominating another.  So according to their 

belief system the image of King Nebuchadnezzar deserved their homage and so they gave it. 

 

They were in geographical domain of Nebuchadnezzar.  They had been dominated by the Babylonian empire.  

So bowing and worshipping was no problem.  But for the Jews, it posed a major problem. 

 

Now remember, these exiles were in Babylon, not because King Nebuchadnezzar was a powerful king, but 

because their God was judging Judah for idolatry.  So while the king may have been on an ego trip, it seems that 

God may well have been testing the faith of these men and of the rest of the exiles.   

 

Look once again at v. 15 

 

15 “Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the … music, to fall down and worship the 

image that I have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of 

a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?”  

 

These men, and the later readers of this story, are being asked to answer the question “Who is God?”  And are 

you, or are you not, one whose worship and love is for God and God alone regardless of the cost; regardless of 

the consequences.  This is the quintessential test of one’s faith. 

 

In the New Testament we have so many passages that talk about how God uses trials to test our faith and to 

purge our faith of inadequacies.  James 1 and 1 Peter 1 are two well-noted passages, and in fact, books that 

make this point.  

 

It is one thing to worship God alone when everything is going well - when your body is healthy, your family is 

doing great, your bank account is solvent and your job is secure.  But adversity, especially ongoing adversity, 

reveals the true nature of our faith. 



 

Turn in your bibles to 1 Peter 1 

 

Reminder #3: Adverse conditions are your opportunity to be a powerful and faithful witness 

 

When these three men were faced with this incredible decision, it was some opportunity.    

 

If they bowed down and worshipped, the opportunity for God’s sovereign power to be displayed and witnessed 

would be lost.  But if they refused to bow down they would demonstrate what real worship of the One who truly 

really is.   

 

All of the people who bowed down and worshipped the statue demonstrated that their lives were more precious 

to them than their own gods.  But these men demonstrated that their God was more precious to them than their 

own lives.   

 

When God delivered them - and He doesn’t always deliver like this - but when God preserved their lives God 

showed everyone the answer to the question in verse 15 is Him.  “What god is there who can deliver you from 

My hand?”   

 

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The God of the bible who is God the Father, God the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit.  And through these faithful worshippers, there was witness that their God is the only God truly 

worthy of worship.  Their God was worthy, not just of worship, but of monotheistic worship. 

 

He was not relegated to the land of Israel.  He was universally sovereign over all peoples, all lands and for all 

time.   

 

Conclusion: 

 

God is reminding us today that when we face any kind of adversity whatsoever, small or great, He is laying 

before us an opportunity to show the world that our worship and love for God is unconditional.  It’s not the 

fickle kind of worship that says “I’ll worship God as long as he …..” 

 

We should be reminded of God’s unconditional love for each of us displayed on the cross when the God of 

heaven left His throne, humbled Himself and suffered adversity for sinners who spit on Him and rejected Him.   

 

God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Rom 5:8 

 

Today we are reminded that our current and future adversities are real and they have purpose to them.  We may 

have failed in the past as had the ancestors of the Jewish exiles.  But it’s a new day today. 

 

And we can be ready for whatever tomorrow brings.  But your adversity is no indication of God forgetting 

about you, ignoring you, or that He is powerless, uncaring, or just not listening. 

 

Let His actions throughout human history speak.  Be unpersuaded and firm when Satan whispers his lies into 

your heart that God doesn’t care or isn’t listening, or that He has abandoned you.   

 

God is giving you the opportunity to love Him back unconditionally.  And we all will need to decide if what this 

passage teaches is mere rhetoric or if it is truth.  Our actions will show God and the world what we believe and 

what we think of the One who created us and gave His son for us. 

 

 

 


