
I. Session 93: Problem of Evil 5: Don’t Waste Your Suffering 

a. Review:  

i. In the first session we laid the foundation for our series discussing the problem 

by first reviewing the attributes of God that we cannot minimize or deny.  

ii. In the second session we discussed the problem of evil in terms of the fact that 

the Bible teaches all evil will come to an end one day. 

iii. In the third session we discussed the issue of what the Bible says we as sinners 

deserve given that some form of the problem of evil assumes that we deserve 

good. 

iv. In the fourth session we discussed about evil and the problem of atheism to 

realize that in wrestling with the problem of evil there is a problem with atheism 

b. Purpose: Have a biblical understanding of suffering so that God’s purposes be 

accomplished in your life. 

i.  
ii. We will focus on the present evil as seen in suffering. 

c. FIRST, don’t be surprise when suffering comes 
i. Jesus tells us this: John 16:33 

ii. Apostle Peter tells us this: 1 Peter 4:12 

d. Secondly, understand… 

i. God is in control (Matthew 10:29) 

ii. God uses suffering in our lives for our good (Romans 8:28; Jeremiah 29:11 in its 

context) 

iii. You can handle the suffering God gives you (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

e. How does God uses suffering:  

i. God uses suffering to make us like Christ (Romans 8:29) 

ii. God uses suffering to produce in us hope (Romans 5:3-5) 

iii. Suffering shows us the mercy and compassion of God (James 5:10-11) 

iv. Suffering makes us have eternity in perspective (2 Corinthians 4:17) 

Note the consequences of looking into the future changes the present of 

what we are to do: rejoice (see 1 Peter 4:13) 

v. Suffering is a way of relating to Jesus (Philippians 3:10) 

vi. Suffering is a way of manifesting to others Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:8-10) 

vii. Suffering allows us to comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 

f. Responding to suffering in light of God’s truth: 

i. Go to God for comfort: “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 

affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in[b]any affliction with 

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For just as the 

sufferings of Christ are [c]ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant 

through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if 

we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring 

of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and our hope for you is firmly 

grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you 

are sharers of our comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 
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ii. Be comforted that one day Suffering will be no more (Revelation 21:4) 

iii. See future glory greater than present reality of suffering (Romans 8:18, said by a 

man who suffered much according to 2 Corinthians 11) 

iv. Rejoice, since suffering is a gift (Philippians 1:29) 

v. Rejoice, since God is completing you (James 1:2-4) 

vi. Make sure you are saved 

 


