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For this week:  
● Gentile hope 41:21 - 42:9 

 

Context  

● In the book of the Servant (38 - 55): How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

 

Universal Consolation (40:1 - 42:17) 

Consolation for the LORD’s people 40:1 - 41:20 Hope for the Gentiles 41:21 - 42:17     

 
Gentile hope 41:21 - 42:17 

Isaiah has been focusing on Israel.  Now he turns to the Gentiles and how God will bring them hope. 

 

Gentiles summoned before the court 41:21-29 

● Court convened. 41:21 

21 Set forth your case, says the LORD; bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob.  

● Set forth your case, says the Lord 

○ Judicial setting. 

● the King of Jacob 

○ Specifically local. The LORD appearing as one god among many.  Which one is 

genuine? 

 

  



 

● The challenge. 41:22-23 

22 Let them bring them, and tell us what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what they are, that we 

may consider them, that we may know their outcome; or declare to us the things to come. 23 Tell us 

what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be 

dismayed and terrified.   

● Let them bring them.  

○ To the false gods, to bring their messages 

● Three tests  

○ Declare the former things 

■ Past happenings and their outcome (meaning) 

○ Declare the things to come 

■ Future things 

○ Do good or do harm 

■ Do something to show that you exist. 

○ that we may be dismayed and terrified 

■ A true God will inspire fear. 

● Assertions about a real God  

○ He will speak words that give meaning to what has occurred and that tell what is 

to come 

○ He will act to bring His word to pass. 

○ As Jer 1:9,12 Behold, I have put my words in your mouth….I am watching over 

my word to perform it.” 

 

  



 

● The false gods exposed 41:24 

24 Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; an abomination is he who chooses you.  

● Behold 

○ Pause between v23 & 24 

● The false gods are exposed 

○ you are nothing,  

○ your work is less than nothing 

○ Nothing: of nought.. 

● an abomination is he who chooses you. 

○  Abomination. Abhorrent to the LORD. 

○ he who chooses you.  

■ Contrast with v8: chosen by God 

■ Those who choose idols make themselves detestable to God.  

■ As Dt 7:26 And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house 

and become devoted to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest and 

abhor it, for it is devoted to destruction. 

 

  



 

● The true God in action and prediction 41:25-27 

25 I stirred up one from the north, and he has come, from the rising of the sun, and he shall call upon 

my name; he shall trample on rulers as on mortar, as the potter treads clay. 26 Who declared it from the 

beginning, that we might know, and beforehand, that we might say, “He is right”? There was none who 

declared it, none who proclaimed, none who heard your words. 27 I was the first to say to Zion, “Behold, 

here they are!” and I give to Jerusalem a herald of good news. 

● Contrast the true God revealed in words and deeds 

● V25 Action 

○ I stirred up. The LORD is the initiator of events. 

○ from the north, ...from the rising of the sun 

■ A Palestinian viewpoint: Threats to Palestine typically originated in the 

east and arrived from the north. 

○ he shall call upon my name. Better: proclaim My name 

○ he shall trample on rulers as on mortar, as the potter treads clay 

■ Picture of a potter treading on clay. 

■ The conqueror tramples his helpless enemies under his feet.   

● V26-27 Declaration  

○ declared it from the beginning, that we might know. The test of a true God. 

○ that we might say, “He is right” 

■ Used in a law court to indicate the one justified. 

○ There was none who declared it.  

■ Referring to the false gods. 

■ If they had said something then we would know that they were really 

gods. 

■ None of the false gods even heard the words of the challenge. 

○ I was the first to say  

■ Better: The first thing is My word  

○ “Behold, here they are!”  

■ Telling what is to come. 

○ I give to Jerusalem a herald of good news. 

■ Telling the meaning: the coming conqueror is good. 

■ Cyrus will tell the Jews that they can return to Jerusalem. 

 

  



 

● The plight of the Gentiles: their gods are nothing. 41:28-29 

28 But when I look, there is no one; among these there is no counselor who, when I ask, gives an 

answer. 29 Behold, they are all a delusion; their works are nothing; their metal images are empty wind.  

● These...they 

○ The false gods 

● no counselor. 

○ No false god provides guidance. 

○ Contrast Is 9:6 Wonderful Counselor 

● they are all a delusion 

○ Deception, evil, calamity 

● their works are nothing 

○ Nonexistant 

● their metal images are empty wind 

○ Images representing the false gods. 

○ Metal images.  Appear substantial. 

○ Empty wind.  No real substance. 

 

  



 

The Servant: the great solution 42:1-9 

Here the Servant is introduced and commissioned. 

First of the Servant songs of Isaiah (42:1-9, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, 52:13 - 53:12) 

 

● The Servant presented 42:1-4 

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon 

him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard 

in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will 

faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in 

the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.  

○ behold 

■ 3rd time 

● v24 Behold worthless idols 

● v29 Behold pathetic idolaters 

● v1 Behold My servant 

■ here is the LORD’s answer to the plight of the world 

○ V1a my servant 

■ Previously used of the nation Israel (41:8) 

■ Here seems to refer to Someone greater who stands in a special relationship to 

the LORD: (1) chosen (2) delighting the LORD (3) having the Spirit 

■ Isaiah is introducing the greater Servant: the Messiah who will redeem His 

people from their sins. 

■ Note that the term “servant” does not always refer to the Messiah. 

● 42:19 describes him as blind and deaf 

● 41:8, 44:1, 49:3 designate him as the nation Israel 

● The NT uses some of the servant passages in Isaiah to refer to the 

church (Acts 13:47, 2 Cor 6:2). 

“Servant” can mean (1) the nation Israel (2) specific people: Job, Moses, Caleb, 

David, Isaiah, etc (3) the Messiah Jesus Christ. 

■ Three characteristics of the Servant 

● my chosen 

○ Selected for the work of the LORD 

● in whom my soul delights; 

○ God is delighted in Him with His entire being.  

○ As Mt 3:17 a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 

● I have put my Spirit upon him 

○ The LORD’s personal presence equipping the Servant for His 

work 

 

  



 

○ V1b The mission of the Servant 

■ justice...law 

● the Servant’s ministry 

● law. God’s righteous requirements. 

● justice. Better: judgment. God’s  decision. 

● A word from God for the Gentiles. 

○ V2-3 The methods of the Servant 

■ He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,  

or make it heard in the street;  

● Quiet, not loud or self-promoting. 

● Not like the typical practice of a conqueror bringing in a new religion. 

● Not like a prophet who uses frenzied behavior and ecstasy 

■ a bruised reed he will not break,  

and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;  

● Gentle 

● bruised reed. Damaged.  Unable to stand. 

● faintly burning wick. Lacking oil.  Lost hope. 

○ V4 The perseverance of the Servant 

○ He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

■ Chiastic structure w v3.  

 
 

■ Includes(1) difficulty (2) perseverance to victory 

■ He comes into the human experience but is not overcome by it. 

■ As Heb 4:14 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 

been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

● Till he has established justice in the earth and the coastlands wait for his law 

○ Bringing God's word to the whole world. 

● Coastlands.  Gentiles 

● Wait for. Put their hope in. 

 

  

Bruised reed Faintly burning wick 

Grow faint Be discouraged 



 

● The Servant commissioned 42:5-9 

Tailpiece to the first Servant song. 

 

○ V5 God’s the Creator 

5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth 

and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:   

■ God. ha el The God. 

■ the Lord. Yahweh. 

■ Creator of all 

● Of the heavens 

● Of the earth 

● Of all people 

■ created ... stretched ...spread out ... gives 

● Heb participles: continuing action 

● Creating and maintaining. 

■ Breath...spirit. Life 

 

  



 

○ V6-7 The Servant called 

6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give 

you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out 

the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  

■ I have called you 

● Speaking to the Servant 

● Called.  Chosen, designated, prepared. 

■ I have called you in righteousness; 

● In accord with God’s righteous character 

● For God’s righteous purpose 

● Re Ro 3:21-26 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 

it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 

in Jesus. 

■ I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

● The Servant is not left alone. God is with Him.. 

● Luther: God would hold the Servant by the hand “namely, for this 

reason, that Satan and the world with all their might and wisdom will 

resist Thy work.” 

 

■ I will give you  

● The Servant Himself is the covenant and the light. 

○ The relationship is mediated through Him 

■ 1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 

○ All the blessings are found in Him 

■ Col 2:2-3 ...which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

○ To receive them is to receive Him. 

■ Jn 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life. 

■ Jn 8:12 I am the light of the world. 

 

  



 

■ Parallel structure 

● Covenant - light 

○ Covenant: defined relationship between parties 

○ Light: grace 

● People - nations 

○ For the whole world  

■ to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness.  

● The work of the Servant 

○ To restore sight to those blinded by sin 

○ To free those in bondage to sin 

 

○ V8 God the only One 

8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.   

● I am the Lord; that is my name 

○ The LORD.  Yahweh.   

○ God’s personal name revealed to His people.   

○ The God of the covenant. 

● my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 

○ God is exclusive: (1) There is none like Him (2) He will not deny Himself 

○ God is jealous: He will not allow the praise that is rightfully His to go to 

another. 

○ Note now the honor of Yahweh is bound up in the Servant. 

 

○ V9 New things replacing the old 

9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I 

tell you of them.”  

● the former things have come to pass 

○ Previous prophecies. 

● new things I now declare 

○ The person and work of the Servant (42:1-7) 

● before they spring forth  

○ Picture from agriculture: seed in the ground before it germinates 

● I tell you of them. 

○ God, being God, knows future events and reveals them. 

○ The prophet speaks of events before they are visible in history. 

 

  



Discussion 

We will break into two groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1. False gods exposed (41:21-24) 

a. Three tests of divinity 

b. False gods are nothing 

c. Becoming an abomination to God 

2. The Servant (42:1-9) 

a. Behold My Servant 

b. Bringing justice to the nations 

c. Called in righteousness 

d. A covenant for the nations 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

For next week:   

● Response of the nations 42:10-17 

● Israel’s captivity and liberation (part 1) 42:18-25 
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