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Hebrews 11:13–16  

13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 

off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers 

and pilgrims on the earth.  

14  For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.  

15  And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they 

would have had opportunity to return.  

16  But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 

 

What Faith Allowed the Patriarchs to Do 

Hebrews 11:13-16 

 

INTRO: 

 

What did we learn about faith thus far in Hebrews 11? First we learned that faith allows us 

to take hold of the reality of the promises. Faith made us understand that God created 

everything out of nothing (v.3). We visited with Enoch and learned faith was essential to 

pleasing God. We saw Noah believed God before any of the stuff God promised happened. We 

also learned how faith allowed Abraham to be led of God to the Promised Land. Abraham’s 

faith also involved Isaac and Jacob. “By faith [Abraham] dwelt in the land of promise as 

in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 

the same promise”    (Hebrews 11:9). 

 

 In verses 13-16, the writer paused to make an important editorial comment on what God 

showed us about faith and the promises of God. He will once again take up Abraham’s story in 

verse 17. Before he does, he paused to apply the material he gave us thus far in chapter 11. 

Remember the reason for the hall of faith is to remind the Hebrews to wait in faith for God to 

bless their obedience. Here in verses 13-16, the writer pointed out three things the Patriarch’s 

faith did in their lives. 

  I. Their Faith Allowed Them To See And Embrace The Promise (v. 13) 

 II. Their Faith Changed Their Whole Life (v. 13b-16a) 

III. Their Faith Brought Them The Highest Blessings (v. 16b) 
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I. Their Faith Allowed Them To See And Embrace The Promise (v. 13) 

 

A. (v.13)“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 

seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that 

they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”  
Did this mean they were failures? Did God let them down? Was their faith in vain? The 

answer to all of these questions is no. 

 

1. The Patriarchs were looking for a promise they knew was not going to be fulfilled in 

this present life. God spoke clearly to Abraham so he knew His grandchildren and great 

grandchildren would inherit the Promised Land.  

Genesis 15:13, 15-16    “And God said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be 

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. And as for you, you shall go to your 

fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth 

generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet 

complete.” 

 

2. History showed us how God’s promise was fulfilled to Abraham’s descendants just as 

the Lord had promised. Abraham’s faith allowed him to embrace a promise that was not 

yet a reality in the world. 

 

B. Faith allowed them to “see the promises from afar.” (v.13) Remember the 

definition of faith that the writer gave us in the first verse of Hebrews 11?  

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence [the proof] of 

things not seen.”  
That which the physical eye cannot see faith can see. We read an amazing statement in 

John 8:56. These words are from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.”  

By faith, the promise that Abraham saw was not just the Promised Land, but the Son of 

promise. He saw from afar that God would send His Son into the world to be “the Lamb of 

God that takes away the sin of the world.”     (John 1:29) 

 

C. Not only did their faith allow them to see these promises, faith allowed Abraham to 

embrace them. The Greek word translated “embrace” means “to salute, greet, welcome, 

to treat with affection.”  This idea is embracing as welcoming into their thoughts and 

hearts.  They reached out to these promises and embraced them, making them their own. 
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II. Their Faith Changed Their Whole Life (v. 13-16) 

 

Hebrews 11:13–16    “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 

but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say 

such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had 

called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had 

opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.”  

 

A. Abraham’s faith was decidedly not in vain. His faith allowed him to take hold of promises 

that were yet far off and make them a part of his life, and strengthened them so that they 

could face death without fear.  

 

B. Faith in these promises did not just affect Abraham’s outlook; it also transformed his 

whole life. Abraham’s faith in God and His promises changed Abraham’s view of his present 

life. 

v.13    “and confessed that they were pilgrims and strangers on the earth.”  

The patriarch’s view was not “You only go around once in life, go for all the gusto you can 

get.” Nor was it, “Life is a game, drink it up.”  Abraham did not buy into these popular 

snippets of philosophy which pervade our society today. Rather, Abraham and his kin lived 

like the song, “This world is not my home, I’m just-a-passin’ through/ my treasures 

are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue.” Abraham and the other patriarchs 

recognized this world was not their home and they confessed willingly that they were 

strangers, and sojourners in this present world. Do we remind ourselves every day this 

world is passing away? 

 

C. Not only did it change their view of their present, faith in the promises also transformed 

their perspective of the life they lived before. 

v.15    “And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had 

come out, they would have had opportunity to return.”  
They did not look at their lives in Ur as something to which they should return. The children 

of Israel wandering in the wilderness are a stark contrast to this attitude.   

 

D. Finally, their faith changed their view of their future. 

v.16    “But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.”  

In a sense this is a repeat of what we said before. Still, they went through life without 

fearing the future because they were confident God had prepared a better country for 

them. 
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III. Their Faith Brought Them The Highest Blessings (v. 16) 

 

A. Their faith allowed them to see and embrace the promises that God made to them. It 

also completely changed their lives. There is one more thing their faith did. Their faith 

brought them the choicest of God’s blessings 

 

B. Because of their faith, God was not ashamed to be called their God. Think of it; the 

Infinite, Sovereign, Righteous, Holy God of the Universe willingly identified Himself as their 

God. He let them claim Him as their friend.  

Exodus 3:6    “He said also, I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 

to look at God.”  

I always am amazed that God identifies Himself as the God of Jacob. Jacob was a cheat, a 

swindler, and a grasper. Yet, God in His grace saved him and changed him. 

 

C. Let’s close by considering one promise God gave to us.  

John 14:1-6    “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

And where I go you know, and the way you know.’ Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we 

do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.’” 

 


