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HELP US, FOR YOUR GLORY! 

Psalm 79: 1-13 and Jeremiah 14: 7-9 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Sometimes we wonder why God brings discipline into our lives. Be certain, 

regardless of God’s timing, His reasons or the methods He prescribes for our 

discipline, God knows what He is doing, and what He prescribes is best for us to 

teach us what He desires. Most often the Lord uses other people to bring us His 

discipline, and often, the ones God chooses to use to discipline us, as with Israel 

and Judah, are people who are either not believers or if they are believers, we 

might well misjudge them at times, because we foolishly compare ourselves 

among ourselves which is not wise. We compare our strengths with other’s 

weaknesses seeing them in some way, in our blindness, as not being as strong in 

the Lord as we are. Yet, never forget, even as God sent Babylon to discipline 

Judah, God makes no mistakes and He knows what He is about. Sometimes, when 

we find out what sin it is that God is unwilling to overlook in our lives, it may 

shock us. Yet after humbly receiving our discipline, we have our eyes opened to 

discover that God’s loving discipline has been a needed discipline in our lives, 

despite our initial horror and shock that He would ever be so dutiful as to send us 

to the woodshed for such a slight matter. Beloved, no omission of duty or holiness 

or responsibility in our service to Jesus or to others is a slight matter to Him. What 

we see as slight may be at the heart of our success for God or our failure for Him. 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was a British preacher who preached 3600 sermons in 

his 40 years of ministry. At age 19, he was called to preach at New Park Street 

Chapel, a large church in London. Soon the church grew and the congregation built 

the Metropolitan Tabernacle, which seated 5,000 and had standing room for 1,000. 

When Spurgeon was asked why his church grew so much, this was his story. “One 

day five young college students came to spend a Sunday in London, so they went 

to hear the famed C. H. Spurgeon preach. They got there early, and while they 

waited for the doors to open, a man came to the door, greeted them and asked if 

they would like him to show them around. He said, “I could take you to the heating 

plant in our church. It was a hot day in July and they weren’t interested, but not 

wanting to offend the man, they obliged. The man took them downstairs in the 

Metropolitan Tabernacle and quietly opened a door to a large room where 700 

people with bowed heads were praying. The greeter said, “This is our heating 

plant.” Closing the door softly, the man turned to introduce himself. He said, “My 

name is Charles Spurgeon.” Oh, the power of prayer! Is the reason for God’s 

diligent and loving discipline in any of our lives because we have neglected the 

heating plant for His church, that is, have we been neglecting to pray?  
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Psalm 79 is a psalm of Asaph. It appears to follow the Babylonian conquest of 

Judah in 586 BC—God’s discipline of His people for their idolatry and 

disobedience—not worshipping Him alone. The psalmist, Asaph, pictures God as 

the God of anger, jealousy, and fury. There is much misinformation and 

misunderstanding about God and His anger, His jealousy, and His fury. Some folk 

would have us to think God is never angry, always loving, and a God without 

emotions. Our God feels deeply. He created us in His image to also feel deeply. 

God does not get stuck in any emotion. It becomes unhealthy for any of us to get 

stuck in one emotion. It becomes damaging to our souls. Normal emotions allow us 

to feel deeply, as God feels, in many ways. Anger can be sinful, but it is not always 

bad. We are commanded to “be angry, but sin not” in Ephesians 4: 26. It is 

imperative that we get angry at things that are not right morally, and that we use 

this God-given anger to pray and to work for change that is necessary to set things 

right. What is wrong is when we get angry and sin, when we stay angry, when we 

become unforgiving and we stonewall each other, losing control of ourselves, so 

that we do things that are wrong and shameful. Asaph is calling for our attention 

today to learn about the anger and jealousy of God as well as the strange 

permissiveness of His will that issues in allowing the martyrdom of His faithful 

servants. His anger and jealousy is ultimately for our good, to bring change in our 

lives and in others who do evil. His permissive will is harder to explain, but God 

has a purpose even in our severe trials or in our martyrdom. Today, I call us to 

learn about three aspects of the anger and jealousy of our Lord as well as the 

strange permissiveness of what God allows to happen to His saints. What are they?  

THE ANGER AND JEALOUSY OF GOD COMES AGAINST HIS OWN, 

THOSE DISCIPLINED FOR DISOBEYING HIM, AND HE ALSO 

ALLOWS MARTYRDOM TO THOSE WHO ARE  FAITHFUL. (I.) Notice 

Psalm 79: 1-5. “O God, the nations have come into Your inheritance; they have 

defiled Your holy temple: they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. They have given the 

bodies of Your servants to the birds of the heavens for food, the flesh of Your 

faithful to the beasts of the earth. They have poured out their blood like water all 

around Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury them. We have become a taunt to 

our neighbors, mocked and derided by those around us. How long, O LORD? Will 

you be angry forever? Will your jealousy burn like fire?” I see four aspects of this 

display of God’s anger and jealousy and fury against His own as well as God 

allowing the martyrdom of His own faithful servants. (1) God allows His 

sanctuaries to be defiled and vandalized when He disciplines His disobedient 

children. (v. 1) When God’s people forget Him, He allows them to deny His deity, 

to forsake His plan for marriage of one man with one woman. He allows His 

sanctuaries to be vandalized and ruined, not just physically, but spiritually, by 

groups of believers agreeing to vile and corrupt practices, both leaders and 
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members, including those who practice abortion and those who sanction same 

gender marriage. To see what is happening in churches in America is cause for 

much weeping. To relate directly with Jerusalem, right now, as we speak, some of 

the vilest people on earth, defined so by their practices of terrorism and disrespect 

for life, have taken possession of the Jewish Temple site and are plundering God’s 

temple mount. They refuse to accept that the Jews ever existed in history and their 

holy book says that they are the children of Abraham, and that it was Ishmael who 

is the seed of the promise. They claim they have been the only ones who have ever 

had rights to Jerusalem. They have systematically attempted to remove any traces 

of Israel’s existence on the temple mount. They have used massive bulldozers and 

large earthmoving equipment to remove large amounts of ancient pavement. 

Jewish archaeologists have been horrified to follow dump trucks leaving the 

Temple mount to the dump, to discover the trucks are filled with pulverized 

ancient artifacts. God has allowed this to go on, because the Jews as a nation, as 

yet, have not turned to Him in repentance, though very soon, they will—Zechariah 

12: 10. The same thing happens to us, when we will not repent and obey God. He 

takes our place of worship, and lets the wicked trample it. 

God allows (2) His faithful servants to be martyred in large numbers. (v. 2, 3) 

There is a complete disregard for the sacred gift of life among the heathen. All 

those outside of Christ view life as a light thing. They live recklessly. They kill 

without conscience and claim to murder for honor. True believers see life as a gift 

from God and we cherish life, as we were all created in the image of God. The 

coming world government will be characterized by horrible tortures of those that 

become Christians. We live in one of the last havens of freedom, and safety, and 

this—all of you know is being massively eroded every day in America. Today true 

believers in Christ are languishing in prison. As we approach the 4th of July, in our 

country, we are quickly relinquishing many elements of a free state. John Hus, an 

outspoken pre-reformer, born in 1372, lived in Bohemia, now called the Czech 

Republic in central Europe. At age 30 he became the pastor of Bethlehem Chapel 

in Prague in a congregation of 3,000. He fearlessly preached the Word and passed 

out the writings of the pre-reformer, John Wycliffe who translated the Bible into 

English. In 1415, the Roman Catholic Church declared John Hus a heretic and 

scheduled his burning at the stake. Before they lit the wood, John Hus spoke and 

said to his executioners, “Today, you are burning a goose (that’s the meaning of 

Hus). However, a 100 years from now, you will be able to hear a swan sing. You 

will not burn it, you will have to listen to him.” In 1531, Martin Luther said, “God 

has made me the fulfillment of Hus’ words.” Yes, even today, faithful servants of 

Christ are being martyred as God is calling out His Bride and purifying His church.  
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God’s allows (3) His faithful servants to be scorned by neighbors and the 

world. (v. 4) Every year, we as believers are scorned more and derided more. 

God’s Word teaches us to respect others. Yet, some of us know the deep hurt we 

receive as God’s children through being the target of character assassination. The 

power of words hurts. When others speak lies and remain blind to the truth, our 

suffering is inevitable. We must guard our tongues and muzzle our lips. Sometimes 

the disrespect of others is part of God’s discipline of us for loose lips or false 

practice in our faith, but more often, the taunting of the world and our neighbors is 

an extension of unbeliever’s hatred of God. The world hated Jesus first, and so 

they hate us.  God allows (4) His servants to see no end in sight to the awful 

treatment we as Christians receive, whether it is because we stand for Jesus, or 

because we are in the woodshed with God, receiving discipline as God is dealing 

with us strongly to correct us from wandering away from Him. (v. 5) Don’t think 

it’s only you and Asaph who are among those seeing no light at the end of the 

tunnel in evil days. Yet, though we cannot see any light, we know the Book of 

Revelation and there is an end in sight. Jesus is coming again. During the testing of 

our faith, we do not know the time when the test will be over. Our testing times 

often display the presence or absence of our absolute trust in the Lord. How mature 

in Christ are we? Do we have a trust to withstand dark days, nights of weeping and 

even martyrdom? There must come to us from the Holy Spirit as we grow, a calm 

assurance that comes from knowing that the circumstances pressuring us cannot 

ultimately be blamed on the people causing them, as logical as that may seem. We 

must know that our circumstances have all been screened by the Lord and they are 

permitted by God for His divine, eternal purpose, which only He knows. Secondly,  

THE ANGER AND JEALOUSY OF GOD COMES MOST STRONGLY 

AGAINST THOSE WHO TRAMPLE GOD’S PEOPLE. (II.) Notice Psalm 79: 

6-9. “Pour out Your anger on the nations that do not know You, and on the 

kingdoms that do not call upon Your name! For they have devoured Jacob and laid 

waste his habitation.  Do not remember against us our former iniquities; let Your 

compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low. Help us, O 

God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; deliver us, and atone for our sins, 

for Your name's sake!” The Lord’s anger and jealousy can take us to the woodshed 

for disobeying and dishonoring Him. The Lord has been known to discipline us to 

within an inch of our lives, as we sometimes view it. Yet, the same God who 

disciplines us in love, but in anger at our sin, reserves the worst of His wrath and 

anger and jealousy and fury for punishing the wicked. God disciplines His children 

strongly to correct us, change us, teach us, and instruct us. But He reserves wrath 

for unbelievers, and hell forever for the lost who refuse to receive Him, yes and for 

those who set out to trample and oppress His own Bride, His children, His own. 

There are four aspects to the anger of God against us, His own, contrasted with His 
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anger towards the oppressors of His people. (1) God’s anger and wrath is against 

the heathen. v. 6. This is the definition of heathen------There are as many heathen 

in America as there are in India, Mexico, Africa, Russia, and the islands of the sea. 

Who are the heathen? Asaph tells us they are those individuals and those nations 

who do not know the Lord and those individuals and those kingdoms that do not 

call on His name. God's anger is eternally designed to be used against the heathen, 

but it must be used first to bring God’s own people to righteousness. After the 

carefully measured out use of his anger, this discipline in love, is used with His 

own people, then at last, his overwhelming wrath and fury is turned against the 

wicked in this world. Ultimately, God will bring an end to all kings and rulers and 

presidents and dictators that refuse to bow and pay homage to Him. What God uses 

to bring us to submission to His authority, His voice and His will, He reserves in 

wrath for the lost forever who refuse to fall before Him now and worship Him 

obediently. (2) God’s anger and wrath is for those who devour, oppress and lay 

waste His own people. Notice v. 7. There is a great and awful evil in having all 

your things taken away, and your homes or your church building destroyed. The 

result is indelible and it is the feeling of absolute desolation, despair and frightened 

vulnerability. You know you are no longer able to feel safe, anywhere. You are 

now physically like a fugitive, like David hiding for years from King Saul in caves 

all over southern Judah. Remember, awful as it is, God keeps the books. The anger 

of God at those trampling and oppressing His own is only just begun. His wrath is 

eternal for those oppressing God’s people, trampling them, who will not repent.  

(3) God’s anger is sometimes targeted against believers first to humble us 

when we are disobedient, and to bring us back to God, before His wrath falls 

on our oppressors. Notice verse 8. God's anger is first targeted to get us as His 

children, His Bride, back in line. God wants us pliable, teachable, and He hates 

hardheartedness and stiff necked rebellion. God wants all of us humble before 

Him. It is only the humble that God can forgive and hear our cries for His mercy 

and compassion to come speedily. (4) God’s purpose in anger both in 

disciplining the righteous who rebel and punishing the wicked who refuse to 

repent is to protect and defend His honor. v. 9. Asaph is leading Judah in crying 

out for help from the God of our salvation. Why? It is for His honor, for the glory 

of His name. He is leading Judah in crying for deliverance and atonement for their 

sins. Why? It for His honor, for His name’s sake. We see God’s anger in the NT as 

Jesus visited the temple twice at the beginning and at the end of His earthly 

ministry. Both times He cleansed the temple in anger to protect His honor, His 

Name, and His glory. His house of worship could not be a shopping mall or an 

open market to rob bring extortion to the temple. Jesus brought an end to the 

wholesale extortion and system of kickbacks as no lamb a person brought to 

sacrifice was acceptable. Priests would take the spotless lamb and say it was not 
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spotless, then produce someone else’s spotless lamb and make the person coming 

to sacrifice pay for a contrived spotless lamb. Jesus had had it with such evil and 

what a sight it must have been to see the tables as He overturned them all and sent 

the greedy vendors out of the temple wondering what happened. God will always 

protect and defend His honor. Thirdly and lastly,  

THE ANGER AND JEALOUSY OF GOD COMES AGAINST OUR 

OPPRESSORS TO DELIVER HIS PRECIOUS TREASURE, THAT’S US. 

(III.) Notice finally, verses 10-13. “Why should the nations say, “Where is their 

God?” Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of Your servants be known among 

the nations before our eyes! Let the groans of the prisoners come before You; 

according to Your great power, preserve those doomed to die! Return sevenfold 

into the lap of our neighbors the taunts with which they have taunted You, O Lord! 

But we Your people, the sheep of Your pasture, will give thanks to You forever; 

from generation to generation we will recount Your praise.” Now Asaph is taking 

us via the inspiration of the Holy Spirit into the inner sanctum of heaven, into the 

purposes of God. Why does God finally use His anger and wrath and jealousy 

against our oppressors. Here are a few reasons. (1) God unleashes His furious 

anger and wrath on the wicked in revenge for their shedding of innocent 

blood. Notice v. 10. God must ultimately say, “No, no, no! Did you think I was 

blind to what you did to my Bride? Did you think you would get away with 

shedding their blood in martyrdom? Nothing is hid from God. Romans 12: 19 is 

still in the Book. “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” (2) God 

unleashes His furious anger and wrath also to spare doomed prisoners from 

death. His anger can be pre-emptive. Notice v. 11. God wants us to pray for His 

fury and wrath to come on those who are planning the death of His saints—to save 

them from death and to prove He hears our groans from deep in the heart of 

prisons and dungeons and caves and holes in the ground. God hates it when we are 

falsely accused of things which are not crimes and condemned to death for it.  

(3) God measures out sevenfold anger and wrath against our oppressors 

because in their attacks on those whom the Lord loves, they have attacked and 

taunted Him. Notice verse 12. This is justice turned to a fullness, a sevenfold 

fullness of restitution from which unrepentant oppressors can never fully pay the 

debt, for it is an eternal debt Jesus paid for on the cross, and they have forsaken the 

Savior who died for them and His payment which alone can pay the last farthing of 

what each of us owe the Lord for dying in our place. (4) God’s anger and wrath 

against the wicked results is His children bringing Him eternal thanks, glory 

and praise. Notice v. 13. God's awful wrath upon the wicked is designed so that 

we as His own precious people, His Bride will be able to praise Him for all 

eternity, and so in our lifetimes, each succeeding generation will know for sure of 
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both God’s power and His love. His anger and jealousy and wrath must not be 

minimized. He bears not the sword in vain. He does not discipline us in vain either. 

Jeremiah takes up the same prayer for Judah in 14: 7-9. Amen. 


