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In the fourth century A.D. … there was a courageous Syrian pastor and 

theologian named John Chrysostom. … He suffered opposition from a 

heretic Roman emperor and was eventually martyred for his faith. … John 

Chrysostom said, "You are but a poor soldier for Christ if you think you can 

overcome without fighting, and suppose you can have the crown without 

the conflict."  

He was absolutely right. … As Christians we have enemies that constantly 

wage war against us… trying to keep us from claiming our inheritance in 

Jesus Christ.  …The world system… our own flesh… and Satan himself are 

all united against Jesus and the church… just as the pagan nations in 

Canaan were united against Joshua and the people of Israel.  

A.W. Tozer … back in the early 1960’s … noticed an important change in 

American Christianity.  … It was a paradigm sift… away from the way all 

the other centuries and cultures throughout history… saw themselves as 

Christians.   He wrote: 

Sermons and songs in those days had a martial quality about them, 

or perhaps a trace of homesickness.  The Christian soldier thought of 

home and rest and re-union, and his voice grew plaintive as he sang 

of battle ended and victory won.  But whether he was charging into 

enemy guns or dreaming of war’s end and the Father’s welcome 

home, he never forgot what kind of a world he lived in.  It was a 

battleground, and many were the wounded and the slain. … 

How different today: the fact remains the same but the interpretation 

has changed completely.  Men think of the world, not as a 

battleground, but as a playground.  We are not here to fight, we are 
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here to frolic.  We are not in a foreign land, we are at home.  We are 

not getting ready to live, we are already living, and the best we can 

do is to rid ourselves of our inhibitions and our frustrations and to live 

this life to the full.  

There are people in the church today who are not comfortable with this idea 

of a church that is militant, of being soldiers for Jesus Christ. Maybe it's 

because this idea of warfare seems to them that it contradict a lot of things 

that Jesus said and did. … But it is such a strong theme in Scripture.  All 

throughout  you cannot miss… God's holy warfare against Satan and 

against sin.  … This all starts right after the fall… in Genesis 3:15.   

Genesis 3:15 (ESV)  
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel.”  

 

One day God is going to declare ultimate victory when Jesus returns. There 

is a powerful picture in Revelation 19 of Jesus riding a white stallion, 

coming back as the conquering general, defeating all opposition. 

It's easy for us… if we're not careful… to cultivate a sentimental emphasis 

exclusively on the love of God… the peace of Christ… and good will among 

men… and to ignore the spiritual battle against sin-sin all around us in the 

world… and even sin at work in our own lives. … If peace is our primary 

emphasis… it could mean that unwittingly we're in danger of losing spiritual 

victory in life.  
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The Scriptures are clear that the battles we fight are not against people-it's 

not against flesh and blood… Paul says, but against enemies in the 

spiritual realm (see Ephesians 6:12).  … And the weapons that we use are 

spiritual… FAITH being the most powerful.  

The Scriptures over and over again use military images to describe the 

Christian life. We can't ignore it. And chapter 6 of Joshua will not allow us 

to ignore it. 

Israel's victory in Jericho here in chapter 6… is going to illustrate two 

primary principles for spiritual conflict and victory… that are very important 

for us today… no matter what "Jericho" may loom before us in terms of our 

spiritual fight.  … (1) We must remember that we fight from victory… not 

just for victory. … (2) We must  remember that we overcome the enemy by 

faith.  

As believers… you and I stand in a position of guaranteed victory… 

because Jesus Christ has already defeated every spiritual enemy. 

Colossians 2:15 (ESV)  
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him. 

Romans 8:31 (ESV)  
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?  
 

Concerning our second main principle… let me say this… Victory over 

Jericho was to demonstrate one great truth for all of history: faith in God is 

the most powerful force in all the world. … Do you believe this to be true…?  
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Do you have this as a strong conviction…  faith in God is the most powerful 

force in all the world…?    

Christian!… we can only conquer and be victorious over all our enemies… 

through this powerful force… Faith!  … It is not our own brilliance… our 

own plans from what we can see and understand of the situation… The 

walls of Jericho came tumbling down… they collapsed… because the 

Israelites had a certain type of faith… that we will be exploring in our 

passage this morning.   

God will give the power to conquer all our enemies… if we will exercise this 

same kind of faith.  This kind of faith is the victory that conquers all the 

enemies that assault us. … This kind of faith in God… is the strong lesson 

of this great passage of Scripture.   

So let me give you the breakdown of what kind of faith this is… so we can 

observe it clearly in our passage as we study it. 

1.    A faith that believes God's Word, His instructions (v.1-5). 

2.    A faith that obeys God (v.6-11). 

3.    A faith that is patient and endures to the end (v.12-16). 

4.    A faith that understands the judgment of God and the utter 
necessity for purity (separation from the world) (v.17-25). 

So… let’s get started with our study… 
 

Joshua 6:1-5 
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40 years prior to the events we are reading here… the twelve spies came 

out of Canaan and reported to Moses that the land had cities that were 

fortified with impenetrable walls. … It was one of the things that scared 

them into disbelieving God… resulting in their 40 year walk in the 

wilderness.  … Jericho was the strongest of the walled cities in Canaan.  

God brought the Israelites front and center to the land’s most formidable 

wall… this was the toughest city to conquer.  

Today… Jericho has undergone massive excavation work… major digs 

were led by Ernst Sellin and Carl Watzinger (1907-1909, 1911)… John 

Garstang (1930-1936)… and Kathleen Kenyon (1952-1958).  …Many 

important finds have been made at the site. … The area of the city was 

only about eight to nine acres. … It was surrounded by double walls 25-30 

feet high with an outer wall (4.5 to 6 feet thick.) … The inner walls… some 

of the reports say… were twelve feet thick… and there is general 

agreement that there was fifteen feet between each wall… which is where 

Rahab lived. …  An attacking army would have to break down the gates... 

to gain entry.   

The presence of the Israelites… camped at nearby Gilgal…  had greatly 

affected the conduct of Jericho. The gates were kept shut to protect the city 

from any entrance.   Not only were the Israelites kept out by the shutting of 

the gates… but also all the citizens of Jericho were kept in the city. Fear 

abounded in Jericho. People were virtually imprisoned in the city awaiting 

the attack by the Israelites. 

In the Hebrew… verse one reads that Jericho was "closed and closed." It 

was closed with iron gates… reinforced with copper bolts.  … Jericho was 
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as secure as they could possibly be.  … They thought Israel would come 

through the gates… but God had different plans. 

Now consider the people who were making Jericho so afraid. … The 

Israelites were not skilled in modern warfare.  … Neither had they ever 

used ladders to scale the walls of the enemy… nor battering rams to break 

open the city gates… and neither did they even posses such weapons of 

warfare.  They had never built ramps nor moved ramps up to any city 

walls… under a cascade of flaming arrows… boulders… and other life-

threatening elements thrown down by those on top of the wall… … But they 

did just happen to have… the most powerful force in the world!   

Please notice… there is no indication in Scripture whatsoever… that the 

Israelites were gripped by doubt or fear. … Confidence—trust in God—was 

reigning supreme in their hearts.  …They had complete confidence that 

God was going to give them victory over the enemy who was trying to keep 

them out of the promised land. 

Now… before I have you look at verse 2 with me again… I would like you 

to recognize that the promise came first!  The promise of victory… was 

given by the Lord… before the instructions on how to conquer were given.   

Joshua 6:2 

This was the secret of victory. … God had already given them the victory. 

He did the conquering. … The Israelites fought FROM victory… not just 

FOR victory.  … And such is OUR victory in Christ too. 

Christians also fight against a defeated enemy. ... Our enemy... Satan... 

has been defeated by Christ... (Romans 8:37-39; Hebrews 2:14, 15; 1 John 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A37-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+2%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A8
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3:8). ... ... Although we still fight battles every day... and sin runs rampant in 

the world... we have the assurance that the war has already been won. ... 

We do not have to be paralyzed... by the power of a defeated enemy...  We 

can overcome him through Christ's power. 

Philippians 4:13 (ESV)  
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  
 
John 15:5 (ESV)  
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.  
 
Romans 8:37 (ESV)  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us.  

The worth of any promise... is determined by the one making the promise. 

When God makes a promise... no promise is more sure of fulfillment. 

Do you remember how Joshua chapter 5… which we studied last week… 

ended…?  The Commander of the Lord’s Army appeared to Joshua... and I 

believe that this was a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Himself.  (Jesus 

appeared to Joshua with a drawn sword... and now continuing on... into 

Joshua chapter six... the visit continues.  Jesus promises them victory... 

just before He gives them the instructions to obtain that victory.  

Victorious Christians are people who really do know the promises of God... 

because they spend time reflecting on His Word... where those promises 

are communicated.  ... The Lord had told Joshua in 1:8 that this would be 

an important part of his spiritual success in leadership: "This book of the 

law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A8
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night, that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for 

then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good 

success."  ... Joshua was called to focus on the word, listen to it, and follow 

it. 

The procedure in conquering Jericho was very strange. God's orders 

sometimes seem very strange, but obey them anyway if you want victory. 

God's plan for the conquest of Jericho was seemingly foolish... ...  but it 

worked...!  ... It worked! ...  God's wisdom is far above ours (as Isa. 55:8-9 

makes clear)... and He delights in using people and plans that seem foolish 

to the world (as Paul points out in 1 Cor. 1:26-29).  ... ... Whether it's 

Joshua with trumpets... Gideon with torches and pitchers... (Judg. 7)... or 

David with his sling and five smooth stones (1 Sam. 17)... God delights in 

using weakness... and seeming foolishness... to defeat His enemies and 

glorify His name. 

No situation is too great for the Lord to handle... and no problem is too 

much for Him to solve. ... When He saw more than 5,000 hungry people 

before Him... Jesus asked Philip... "Where shall we buy bread, that these 

may eat?" Then John adds these words... "But He said this in order to test 

him; for He Himself knew what He would do" (John 6:5-6). God always 

knows what He will do. ... Our responsibility is to wait for Him to tell us all 

that we need to know... and then obey it. 

J. Hudson Taylor said that there are three different ways to serve the Lord: 

(1) to make the best plans we can and hope they succeed; (2) to make our 

own plans and ask God to bless them; or (3) to ask God for His plans and 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+55%3A8-9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A26-29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Sa+17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+6%3A5-6
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then do what He tells us to do. Joshua received his orders from the Lord, 

and that's why Israel succeeded. 

Why did God give Joshua all these ridiculous-sounding  instructions for the 

battle?  

 

No battle strategy appeared more unreasonable than this one. ... What was 

to prevent the army of Jericho from raining arrows and spears down on the 

defenseless Israelites pursuing their silent march? ... Or who could stop the 

enemy from rushing out of the city gates to break up Israel’s line... 

separating and then slaughtering them? 

 

Several answers are possible: (1) God was making it undeniably clear that 

the battle would depend upon him, and not upon Israel's weapons and 

expertise. This is why priests carrying the Ark, not soldiers, led the 

Israelites into battle. (2) God's method of taking the city accentuated the 

terror already felt in Jericho (2:9). (3) This strange military maneuver was a 

test of the Israelites' faith and their willingness to follow God completely. 

The blowing of the horns had a special significance. They had been 

instructed to blow the same horns used in the religious festivals in their 

battles to remind them that their victory would come from the Lord, not their 

own military might. 

Joshua was an experienced military leader. Certainly the possibilities of 

what the people of Jericho might do... while Israel made themselves so 

vulnerable to them at their wall... flashed into his mind. ... But unlike Moses 

at the burning bush... who argued with lengthy eloquence against the 

Lord’s plan ( Ex. 3:11-4:17)...  Joshua responded with an unquestioning 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+3%3A11-4%3A17
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obedience.  ... He lost no time in calling together the priests and soldiers... 

passing on to them the directions he had received from his Commander-in-

chief.  This is the second characteristic of a faith that is victorious.  #1 is a 

faith that believes God’s Word (His instructions.)  ... #2 is a faith that obeys 

God.  ... Joshua didn’t argue.  He immediately obeyed. 

Joshua 6:6-11 

In verse 7...  Joshua instructed the army and the rest of the nation... and 

the ensuing verses then tell us... with almost excruciating detail and 

repetition... how the entire nation... (over two million people)...  acted in 

faith and played their roles...  They received the orders... and immediately 

got themselves arranged for marching and following their instructions to the 

tee.  ... “YES those instructions did not seem to make sense...!  What 

rational thinking person could obey them...?”  But there was no grumbling 

or arguing.  ... No one said... “This is stupid!” ... The author doesn't want us 

to miss the point... that the people did what God asked them to do. ... They 

marched in faith.  Faith expresses itself in obedience.  ... All the people 

believed the promise of the Lord. 

 

Faith without works is dead. It is not enough to say, "I believe God," and 

then live like we want. ... If we truly believe God... we obey God. ... Our 

faith is put to work. ... We do exactly what God says. 

According to verse 10... the people are not allowed to shout... until the 

given signal. ... This stresses how central Yahweh's presence is... and how 

passive God's people were to be... ... In this case God's people will not 

contribute to the overthrow (although we will see them involved in the mop-
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up. ... If Israel only marches and shouts... there will be no doubt about who 

batters Jericho to the ground. ... Since we have this tendency to obscure 

God's splendor and to steal His praise... God sometimes sets your and my 

contributions aside... so that we—and others—can perceive that the 

'overwhelming power comes from God and not from us' 

A faith that is victorious... is...  #1 is a faith that believes God’s Word (His 

instructions.)  ... #2 is a faith that obeys God.  ... #3... It is a faith that is 

patient and endures to the end.  ... Look how this is expressed in the next 

few verses... 

Joshua 6:12-16 

(Verse 12) Both Joshua and the people rose early to be at their work of 

marching around the city. This rising early speaks of sincerity in dedication 

and consecration. They were earnest in doing God's will and work. 

Hebrews 6:12 says it was through "faith and patience" that God's people 

inherited what he had promised. 

Each day God's people marched to Jericho and returned. ... Up and back 

was about a two hour trip. ... The march would require discipline... 

consistency... and endurance.  ...The same truth holds for the believers 

today.  ... We are to be steadfast... unmovable... always abounding in the 

work of the Lord.  

For six days they marched. ... They saw no results... no fruits of their labor.  

I don’t know about you... but I think that ‘long about day four ... I would 

have been wanting to see SOMETHING for my effort of the last three 

days...  And even though we know that the inhabitants were terrified of the 
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Israelites... with each passing day of this silly-looking behavior... MAYBE 

some of the Canaanites caught up with some courage... there may have 

been SOME jeers and taunts being thrown at the Israelites.   

We are not sure. ... If they were mocked... the Israelites could not fight back 

or say anything.... For six days they may have been humiliated before their 

enemies. ... But for six days the tension continued to escalate... especially 

for the Canaanites. ... I believe they knew something was going to happen.  

It's likely that the march on the first day frightened them... for they probably 

expected the army to raise a siege against the city... or at least attack the 

city gates.  “Here they come!”  The watcher on the wall would have 

shouted.  And inside... all of their best defensive fighting men would rush to 

the front gate... expecting to have to help it stay closed.  “Wait a minute!” 

shouts the watcher... “Now they are headed toward the back wall...They’re 

going to try and get in from the back!  Hurry!  All forces to the back...”  After 

a little while another shout... What...?  No!  Wait!  Now they’re headed to 

the front gate again.  Common... common... Move quickly!  ... And then...  

Huh...?  Now they’re leaving!...”    

God’s people neither built ramps against the walls... nor did they try to 

batter down the gates. When the marchers returned to camp after making 

only one circuit of the walls... the citizens must have felt greatly relieved. 

However, as the march was repeated day after day, the over-all tension 

must have grown in the city as the people wondered what would happen 

next. They knew that the God of Israel was a "great God of wonders," 

whose power had defeated Egypt and the kings east of the Jordan. What 

would Jehovah now do to Jericho? 
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Through all of this... the Israelites were exercising extreme patience... and 

enduring to the end.  They must have realized that only God could give 

them the victory. ... God was demonstrating to His people the impossibility 

of the task of conquering a city without Him. ... The Lord is trying to teach 

us too the impossibility of conquering our Jericho's without Him. ... He is 

our only hope! ... Because the Lord is our strength... we are to live as 

victors, not victims. 

The Holy Spirit directed the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to use this 

event as one of the "by faith" examples in Hebrews 11. The fall of Jericho is 

an encouragement to God's people to trust the Lord's promises and obey 

His instructions, no matter how impossible the situation may appear to be. 

You and I may not capture a city as Joshua did, but in our everyday lives 

we face enemies and high walls that challenge us. The only way to grow in 

faith is to accept new challenges and trust God to give you victory. "Do not 

pray for easy lives," said Phillips Brooks; "pray to be better men and 

women. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; pray for power equal to 

your tasks." 

A faith that is victorious... is...  #1 is a faith that believes God’s Word (His 

instructions.)  ... #2 is a faith that obeys God.  ... #3... It is a faith that is 

patient and endures to the end.  #4. It is a faith that understands the 

judgment of God and the utter necessity for purity.  

Joshua 6:17-25 

God has the right to visit judgment on individuals and nations in sin. Is 

there evidence that the iniquity of the Canaanites was full? Few would 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+11


14 
 

question that the idolatrous worship and licentious lifestyle attested by 

archeological discoveries justified the divine judgment on Jericho. 

Finally, God’s purpose was to bless the nation of Israel in the land and to 

use her as a channel of blessing to the world. But this would be greatly 

hindered if they were infected by the degenerate religion of the Canaanites. 

Gleason Archer declares, “In view of the corrupting influence of the 

Canaanite religion, especially with its religious prostitution... and infant 

sacrifice... it was impossible for pure faith and worship to be maintained in 

Israel... except by this wholesale and complete destruction in Jericho.    

Sin is desperately contagious. To compromise with evil is dangerous and 

invites spiritual disaster. 

Like Jericho of old... our present world is under the judgment of God... and 

His judgment will eventually fall. ... No matter what "walls" and "gates" this 

present evil world will try to hide behind... God's wrath will eventually meet 

them. ... God has given this lost world plenty of evidence so that sinners 

can believe and be saved... (Rom. 1:18 and following is a great passage to 

read about this.) ... The tragedy is... as Romans chapter 1 points out... is 

that lost sinners willingly reject the evidence... and continue in their sins. 

Rahab and her household were spared... Even though for six days Rahab 

watched the army walking around the city in silence. ... Do you think it was 

tense in her home?  ... You better believe it was! ... What would you be 

thinking? 

 When will they attack?  

 Will we get caught?  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+1%3A18


15 
 

 Will the soldiers keep their word and spare us?  

Rahab is a picture of a believer prepared for the return of the Lord and the 

judgment to come. ... Rahab was removed from the calamity and judgment 

after the shout. ... She was one on high looking down on the peril below. 

She did not know when the judgment would begin... but she was ready and 

prepared. ... Are you? 

God carried out a severe judgment against all the inhabitants of Jericho... 

except Rahab and her family.  She and her entire family followed them 

without hesitation to the appointed place outside the doomed city. Rahab 

and her family, being Gentiles, had to be ceremonially cleansed; the men 

were no doubt circumcised before they could be identified with the people 

of Israel. 

All of the other people of Jericho were exceedingly wicked. 

 They sacrificed adults and children to their gods.  

 Temple prostitution was part of their idolatry.  

 Sexual perversion including sex with animals was practiced. This is 

why the animals were destroyed (Exodus 22:19).  

 They were involved in sorcery and mutilations of the body.  

The Canaanites were not in the dark. They had plenty of time to repent. 

This event was taking place forty years after the crossing of the Red Sea. It 

has been around two weeks since they miraculously crossed the Jordan 

and marched around the city. They could have repented just like Rahab 

and her family repented and were spared. The Canaanites are without 

excuse. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+22%3A19
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Romans 1:19-21 (ESV)  
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 
without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

 

A faith that is victorious... is...  #1 is a faith that believes God’s Word (His 

instructions.)  ... #2 is a faith that obeys God.  ... #3... It is a faith that is 

patient and endures to the end...  #4. is a faith that understands the 

judgment of God and the utter necessity for purity...     

Joshua 6:26-27 

For years this story has been ridiculed and considered untrue! ... Four 

major archeological digs have been conducted at its obvious site.  The 

most recent... Archeologist Briant Wood excavated this site and published 

his findings in the March, 1990, issue of the Biblical Archeological Review. 

1. He found the city was strongly fortified.  
2. The battle was after the harvest because the granaries were still full 

even to this day. Pottery jars were full of charred grain.  
3. There was no way to flee from the city.  
4. The siege was short.  
5. The walls were leveled and fell outward.  
6. The city was not plundered.  
7. The city was burned and the wood and grain were charred.  

The two primary principles from this truth-filled passage about a real event 

are these: 1) We must remember that we fight FROM victory... not just 

FOR victory...  2) We must remember that faith in God is the most powerful 

force in the world. 
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So let me ask you two questions in conclusion: First, what is the city of 

Jericho that you're facing in your life? ... Let me encourage you to ask the 

Lord to show you your own points of vulnerability as you face that 

opposition. ... What are your temptations to doubt God's promises... to 

disobey His clear instructions? ... What are the points of spiritual warfare in 

your present life experience? ... Second... are you allowing God to conquer 

this Jericho for you? ... Is he being allowed to wage the battle... or are you 

doing it in your own power? ... Is the strategy His... or is it yours?  

 


