
1938 - WHO SHALL ASCEND? - Psalm 24 

INTRODUCTION. I have been reading this week about the Ascension of Christ, and the book 
ended with a quote from this Psalm Who shall ascend? A very good and most important question. 

What does is it mean to ask Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? Who shall stand in HIS holy 
place? The hill of the Lord and His holy place refers to Mount Zion in Jerusalem. Zion is the 
citadel, the stronghold of the city where people go for shelter/security. When David became king, 
we read David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David (2Sam5:7) and Zion later 
became known as the city of God. It is the symbol of where not just the king, but where God 
Himself dwells/resides, it is God's dwelling place.  Psalm 46:4,5 tells us the city of God [is] the 
holy habitation of the Most High!! God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved. 

Psalm 87:1-3 reads: On the holy mount stands the city He founded; the Lord loves the gates of 
Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God. 
It is a city that has foundations! To be born and live there is to be save in the hands of God! It is 
the place of security and protection by God Himself. And verse 5 says And of Zion it shall be said, 
“This one and that one were born in her”; for the Most High Himself will establish her. The Lord 
records as He registers the peoples, “This one was born there". Every person born there has his 
name recorded in a register - they are so important to God! They are God's special people.  

Zion, the city of God, is a symbol of the true Church of God where God dwells and there is true 
worship. It is very similar to what we read in the NT that The Lord knows those who are His 
(2Tim2:19) ie, God knows those whose names are written in the Book of Life. (Book of life by 7 
times in NT!) As we said, Zion is the place where God is worshipped! Where there are no other 
gods but the One living and true God. It is actually a symbol of heaven too! So, this question Who 
shall ascend the hill of the Lord in OT times is equivalent to asking Who will ascend into heaven? 
Who is fit for heaven? Who is good enough to dwell with God for ever?  

The answer is in the next verse He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his 
soul to what is false! (24:5) Problem! Who can attain to that? All of us have failed and still fail! 
None of us have pure hearts! But the Bible makes clear that none shall enter into heaven who are 
not pure! We read about heaven in the bible But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who 
does what is detestable or false but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life(Rev21:26) 

Who then can ascend into heaven? Verse 7 gives a command to open the gates of Zion that the 
King of Glory may come in. Who is this King? The Lord, strong and mighty....the Lord of hosts! 
It is of course referring to the King of kings and Lord of lords! Peter tells us it is not referring to 
King David for he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day (Acts 2:29). No, it 
is a reference to King Jesus, as Peter confirmed on the day of Pentecost that Jesus is indeed the 
Messiah quoting Psa 2, I have set My King on Zion, my holy hill (Psa 2). J C is the King of glory!  

Friends, Jesus Christ is the only One who is sinless, He is the only One who has a right to ascend 
into heaven, the holy place because He only has a pure heart and clean hands! J C is worthy and 
guess what? He leads His people into heaven! He has ascended into the heavens for and on 
behalf of His people. Look at what the great Apostle Paul says about J C quoting from Psa 68:18 
When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men! (Eph 4:8) 

Jesus leads us into heaven! We must follow Him! He is the forerunner!  We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where 
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf (Heb 9:19,29). That is why Jesus asks us to follow 
Him - because He has ascended into heaven. He is the only One who can take us there!  

He led a host of captives! Are you a captive of Jesus? Or are you still in the snare of the devil? We 



are captives of either Satan or God! You see, it was sinners that Jesus took captive - even among 
the rebellious (Psa 68:18)! Even the worst of sinners, Jesus is able to subdue and bring under His 
authority! Jesus' power in glory has manifested itself much more from heaven than when on earth! 

Jesus has extra-ordinary authority and power in heaven! He has  not lost any of His power since 
He removed to heaven! He uses it more than ever! That is the wonder of the ascension of Christ!  
Just think of the person who wrote this verse we are talking about He ascended on high, He led a 
host of captives!! The rebellious Apostle Paul! He who opposed the Xn faith with the sword, and 
yet on the Damascus Road, he was taken captive by the Lord Jesus Christ in His ascended glory!  

It was because Christ ascended, sinners are taken captive by His enthroned authority and power! 
Christ is active on earth while He is at God's right hand! He is bringing multitudes of sinners under 
His banner in every corner of the world! Friends, Jesus runs the world - He is Lord!  

He is at work in the world events - political and social as well as ecclesiastical! Listen to Paul 
praying for the Church regarding the reign of Jesus: God...raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above ALL rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
God put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church (Eph 1:20cf)  
Jesus is far above any power or ruler or authority on earth? 

How does Jesus reign and rule on earth when He is in heaven! Through His Body the Church! He 
is Head of the Church. He gives the orders! The Head of the church is not the Prime Minister, is 
not the Queen, is not the Moderator, is not the Prime Minister! Jesus guides His true Church. Look 
how often Christ, spoke, led, guided Paul! Who was behind the salvation of the Cors? Paul? No! 
When Paul was thinking of moving on, Jesus the Lord intervened, reigning/controlling things 
from heaven! Look: The Lord said to Paul one night..'Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do 
not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city 
who are My people' (Acts 18:9). Jesus was the Administrator of all affairs on earth! 

Who was ruling/reigning when Chairman Mao ordered all the Xns out of China? It seemed the 
end of Xnity in China - but no! Why? Because Jesus was in charge reigning from heaven having 
triumphed over sin and Satan on the Cross and ascending up on high into heaven! Through His 
Body, the Church, Christ was blessing the world. All history is for the people of God, not America! 

Did you notice the prophetic element in Psa 87? Mention was made of the Gentiles among those 
who know Me I mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush - this one was 
born there (Psa 87:4) Ie, a prophecy of Gentiles being brought-in to God's kingdom and Church 
through the new birth - being born of God! Remember what Apostle John said: Everyone who 
believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of Him (1John 5:1) Those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lord 
of all, have been born of God! Their names are in the Book of Life!  

Who HAS ascended the hill of God? He who has clean hands and a pure heart ! Jesus Christ! 
Who OF US  will ascend to heaven? It is obvious - those who follow Him! Are you following 
Jesus? Everywhere He asks you to go?  We are invited to follow Him! Do you know what happens 
if we follow Him? Just what we read - He GAVE GIFTS to men (Eph 4:8) Jesus gives gifts to His 
followers! Yes, that s right the greatest gift of all - FAITH the GIFT of God! The one thing you 
need! Lovely passage in (Rev 14): Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and 
with Him 144,000 who had His name and His Father's name written on their foreheads. And if we 
ask who are these people, we get the answer? It is these who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 
THESE have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb! (Rev 14:1-4)


